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REV.  GEORGE  GRAHAM  SMITH. 

The  Rev.  George  G.  Smith,  a  member  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Lackawanna,  died  in  Clark’s  Sum¬ 
mit,  Dear  Scranton,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  30th / 
of  November,  1898,  at  the  age  of  nearly  sixty-/ 
six  years,  He  was  born  in  Philadelphia  on  Jan¬ 
uary  31st  1893.  He  was  graduated  from  Prince¬ 
ton  in  1861  and  entered  Auburn  Theological  Sem 
inary  the  same  year,  and  was  licensed  to  preach 
in  1864.  Soon  thereafter,  in  the  spring  of  that 
year,  he  went  to  Montana  as  a  Home  Missionary 
and  labored  there  faithfully  for  two  years  After 
returning  to  the  East  he  preaohed  in  Buffalo, 
New  York,  and  ia  other  fields.  He  closed  his 
ministry  in  his  native  State,  where  during  the 
last  years  of  his  life  he  preached  the  Gospel  to 
the  poor  of  the  country,  the  charity  of  which 
provided  for  them  a  Home.  » 

Dr.  Smith  was  a  modest,  unassuming,  sincere 
and  devoted  minister  of  the  Gospel.  He  loved 
the  Saviour  and  the  souls  of  men,  and  he  was; 
willing  to  go  anywhere  and  to  be  anything  if 
only  he  might  be  the  means  of  saving  sinners. 
During  his  entire  ministry  his  fields  of  labor1 
were  almost  wholly  among  the  poor,  and,  like 
his  Master,  the  common  people  heard  him  gladly. 
After  a  lingering  illness,  he  passed  peacefully 
away  in  the  comfortable  hope  of  a  blessed  im-j 
‘mortality.  His  wife  and  three  children,  as  well 
as  his  brethren  of  the  Presbytery,  mourn  his 
loss.  | 
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Montana. 


“  Her  empire  the  cradle  of  the  two 
mightiest  rivers  of  North  America — a 
sceptre  of  gold  in  her  right  hand,  and  a 
shield  of  silver  in  her  left — her  cornuco¬ 
pia  full  and  overflowing  from  the  abun¬ 
dance  of  her  own  bosom — and  with^the 
dawning  star  of  statehood  flashing  inde¬ 
pendence  from  her  youthful  forehead, 
she  will  soon  fall  into  line  and  ‘  march  to 
the  music  of  the  Union.’  Seated  on  her 
throne  of  forest-decked  mountains,  her 
enchanting  landscapes  of 

‘  Mountain,  forest,  and  rock, 

Of  deep  blue  lake  and  mighty  river’ 

stretching  in  picturesque  grandeur  to¬ 
wards  either  main — the  Missouri  her 
natural  carrier  to  the  east,  and  the  Co¬ 
lumbia  on  the  west — the  trade,  traffic, 
and  travel  of  two  worlds  rattling  over 
ner  mountains  and  through  her  valleys 
by  the  great  Northern  Pacific  Railroad — 
her  power  centred  on  nature’s  wall  of 
division  between  the  waters  of  the  Pacific 
and  Atlantic,  with  an  equal  interest  in 
the  commerce  of  both — valleys  teeming 
with  bountiful  harvests  and  mines  of 
boundless  wealth  in  the  precious  metals — 
with  .such  natural  advantages  and  at-  J 
tractions,  is  it  possible  to  draw  an  over¬ 
colored  picture  of  her  future?” 

The  country  of  which  the  above  is  a 
glowing  description,  is,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  Alaska,  the  youngest  of  our  terri¬ 
torial  dependencies.  It  was  cut  off  from 
Idaho  and  formed  into  a  territory  in 
May,  1864.  Containing  an  area  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-four  thousand  square 
miles,  it  makes  a  territory  in  size  three 
times  that  of  New  York  or  Pennsylvania. 

Like  Minnesota,  it  is  the  water-shed  of 
the  continent.  The  Yellow  Stone,  Madi¬ 
son,  Gallatin  and  Jefferson  rivers,  draw¬ 
ing  their  supplies  from  unnumbered 
springs^  and  crystal  rivulets,  descending 
from  nearly  every  mountain  gorge,  form^ 


Missouri  river 
Foot,  Missoula,  Hell  Gate  and  Flathead 
rivers  through  the  Columbia  find  their 
way  to  the  Pacific. 

The  hills  bounding  these  rivers  are 
spurs  putting  out  from  the  main  range  of 
the  Rocky  mountains,  and  often  excel  in 
height  and  wild  scenery  the  main  range. 
These  hills  divide  Montana  into  five  dis¬ 
tinct  main  basins,  four  east  and  one  west 
of  the  Rocky  mountains  proper. 

HISTORY. 

The  first  authentic  information  of  this 
region  was  given  to  the  country  by  the 
famous  expedition  of  Lewis  and  Clarke  in 
1804.  In  1834,  Captain  Bonneville,  and 
in  1853,  Governor  I.  I.  Stevens,  threw 
additional  light  upon  the  character  of  the 
country.  As  early  as  1852  the  existence 
of  gold  was  discovered  ;  but  this  know¬ 
ledge  was  not  made  available  until  1862, 
when  the  rush  commenced,  reaching  the 
highest  point  of  excitement  in  1865  and 
1866. 

GOLD. 

It  is  claimed  that  there  have  been  so 
far  discovered  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  distinct  gulches  where  gold  is  found 
in  paying  quantities.  The  approximate 
total  yield  of  these  placers  for  the  past 
six  years  has  been  $86,384,200,  the  yield 
of  1S68  being  put  down  at  $14,500,000. 
To  procure  water  for  working  these  pla¬ 
cers,  incorporated  companies  have  made 
two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  miles  of 
ditches,  with  fifteen  miles  of  fluming. 

The  quartz  mining  of  the  territory  is 
still  in  its  infancy,  more  capital  being 
required  to  work  them. 

COPPER. 

In  the  Muscle-shell  Valley  are  numer¬ 
ous  veins  of  copper,  the  rock  from  some 
•of  them  paying  from  fifty  to  seventy-five 
per  cent,  in  pure  copper.  Rich  mines  of 
copper  and  silver  are  also  known  to  exist 
upon  the  head  waters  of  Judith  ; 
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ing.  The  present  year  is  one  of  great 
depression  to  the  mining  interests,  owing 
to  the  lack  of  water. 

COAL. 

Abundant  supplies  have  been  found  in 
various  parts  of  the  country,  but,  owing 
to  the  full  supply  of  timber,  remain  as 
yet  undeveloped. 

AGRICULTURE. 

Although  public  attention  has  been 
mainly  called  to  the  mineral  resources  of 
the  territory,  yet  Montana  is  highly  fa¬ 
vored  as  a  farming  and  grazing  country. 

According  to  the  official  report  of  the 
Surveyor-General,  one-third  of  the  terri¬ 
tory,  or  over  thirty  millions  of  acres,  is 
susceptible  of  cultivation.  This  is  a 
greater  body  of  farming  land  than  is 
possessed  by  any  State  in  the  Union  ex¬ 
cept  California  and  Texas.  Already 
254,000  acres  are  under  cultivation,  the 
■crop  for  1868  being  850,000  bushels  of 
wheat,  540,000  of  barley,  650,000  of  oats, 
770,000  of  potatoes,  and  30,000  tons  of 
hay;  the  yield  per  acre  being  of  the 
■small  grains  30  bushels,  and  of  potatoes 
300  bushels  to  the  acre. 

In  many  of  the  valleys  cattle  winter 
without  shelter,  living  upon  the  wild 
mountain  grasses.  The  number  of  head 
of  cattle  returned  to  the  assessor  for 
1868  was  43,216. 

FRUITS. 

The  small  fruits  are  found  in  perfec¬ 
tion,  and  around  some  of  the  old  Catholic 
mission  stations  are  found  apple  orchards, 
some  of  the  trees  being  over  a  foot  in 
diameter. 

CLIMATE. 

Though  far  to  the  north,  the  mean 
temperature  of  Clark’s  Fork  is  that  of 
St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  and  Bitter  Root 
Valley  that  of  Philadelphia.  Like  Min¬ 
nesota,  it  is  remarkable  for  its  salubrity 
and  freedom  from  malaria.  Already  in¬ 
valids  are  there  in  pursuit  of  health,  and 
as  travelling  facilities  are  increased, 
many  more  will  seek  its  invigorating 
climate. 

TIIE  METROPOLIS  OF  THE  MOUNTAINS. 

The  commercial  and  political  cent-re  of 
this  territory  is  Helena,  so  called  from 
the  resemblance  of  the  surrounding  hills 
to  those  of  the  isle  of  St.  Helena. 

To  the  traveller  journeying  from  the 
Pacific  Railroad,  five  hundred  miles  by 
stage,  day  and  night,  across  sage  plains, 
through  rocky  canyons,  over  mountain 


ranges  anu  paso  i.uuea  ui  v^aici 
.flumes',  and  sluice-boxes— tangible  evi¬ 
dence  that  we  are  actually  riding  over 
roads  full  of  gold— to  the  dusty,  weary 
traveller  the  city  of  Helena,  nestled  at 
-the  foot  of  the  towering  mountains,  is  a  j 
welcome  sight.  For  nearly  five  hundred  j 
xiiles  we  had  not  met  a  settlement  of  j 

more  than  a  dozen  log  houses ;  and  here 
we  come  upon  a  city  far  up  in  the  moun¬ 
tains.  A  city  with  its  blocks  of  substan¬ 
tial  and  handsome  stone  stores,  its  banks, 
two  daily  papers,  churches,  schools,  courts, 
manufactories,  water-work3,  and  theatre. 
The  International  Hotel,  now  being  com¬ 
pleted,  will  cost,  with  furnishing,  $100,000. 
The  population  is  variously  estimated  at 
from  3000  to  8000. 

CHURCHES. 

Turning  to  the  religious  condition  of 
the  territory,  the  picture  is  very  dark. 
Long  before  miner  set  foot  on  her  soil, 
the  Romish  Church  planted  her  missions 
among  the  Indians.  She  now  claims 
seven  stations  in  the  territory.  The 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has  two 
ministers,  and  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
two.  As  far  as  could  be  ascertained  by 
diligent  inquiry,  those  four  constitute  the 
entire  force  of  Protestant  ministers  in  the 
territory.  Two  of  these  are  living  at 
Helena.  Whole  settlements,  with  a  vary- 
ing  population  of  from  five  hundred  to 
three  thousand,  seldom,  if  ever,  hear  a 
gospel  sermon.  In  one  settlement,  where 
a  faithful  lady  school  teacher  has  kept  up 
a  Sabbath-school,  some  of  the  children 
come  a  distance  of  sixteen  miles.  Upon 
being  asked  if  the  people  would  turn  out 
to  a  week-day  evening  appointment  for 
preaching,  she  exclaimed:  “  Yes,  indeed; 
they  would  stop  their  work  and  come  out 
in  the  day  time  to  hear  a  sermon  again.” 

Notwithstanding  this  readiness  to  come 
out,  deprivation  of  gospel  privileges  steels 
the  mind,  and  the  great  mass  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  do  not  attend  when  they  have  an 
occasional  opportunity. 

The  Sabbath  is  the  great  day  of  trade, 
The  miners  upon  that  day,  ceasing  their 
labors,  come  into  town,  not  to  attend 
;  church,  if  there  should  be  any,  but  to  lay 
in  their  week’s  supply  of  provisions. 
Consequently  almost  every  retail  store  in 
the  city  is  open  all  day  long.  Sabbath 
is  the  great  day  for  horse-racing,  the  har¬ 
vest  of  the  saloons,  with  their  “  tangle¬ 
leg,”  “forty  rod,”  “lightning,”  “taran¬ 
tula  juice,”  &c.  whisky;  the  great  auc- 
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tion  day  for  exchange  ol  wares,  sometimes 
the  attempted  Worship  of  God  being 
greatly  disturbed  by  the  irreverent  cries 
of  the  auctioneer  upon  the  street,  within 
plain  hearing  of  the  audience. 

At  Helena  thjj  Methodist  Church  North 
and  South,  Episcopal,  Campbellite,  and 
Roman  Catholic  Churches  have  organiza¬ 
tions,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  Epis¬ 
copalians  and  Campbellites,  church  build- 
ings. 

At  an  early  day  in  the  settlement  of 
the  country,  an  attempt  was  made  by  the 
Other  Branch  to  plant  a  church  at  Ban¬ 
nock,  but  for  some  reason  it  failed,  and 
since  then  no  other  effort  has  been  put 
forth.  Yet  Presbyterians  are  scattered 
all  through  the  territory,  and  in  the  vil¬ 
lages  they  are  as  strong  as  the  represen¬ 
tatives  of  any  other  denomination. 

In  Helena,  upon  canvassing  the  place, 
I  found  twenty-five  or  twenty-six,  mostly 
females,  who  were  members  of  Presbyte¬ 
rian  churches  in  other  places.  Others, 
tired  of  waiting  for  a  church  of  their  own, 
had  united  with  the  Episcopal  and  Meth¬ 
odist  churches.  Individuals  among  these 
have  written  again  and  again  to  promi¬ 
nent  ministers  in  the  East  to  send  them  a 
minister,  but  in  vain.  On  Sabbath,  Au¬ 
gust  1st,  the  Presbyterian  church  of  He¬ 
lena  was  organized.  The  occasion  was 
one  of  great  rejoicing  and  thanksgiving — 
one  of  those  precious  seasons  that  are 
never  forgotten.  On  Monday  afternoon 
a  few  of  the  ladies  came  together  to  or¬ 
ganize  a  female  prayer-meeting  and  con¬ 
sult  concerning  the  establishment  of  a 
Sabbath-school.  An  invitation  has  been 
extended  to  Rev.  H.  P.  Peck,  of  Marengo, 
Illinois,  to  become  their  minister,  and  it 
is  very  much  to  be  hoped  that  for  the 
welfare  of  the  cause  in  Helena  not  only, 
but  the  whole  of  Montana,  he  may  be  led 
to  accept. 

The  prayers  of  the  Church  are  asked 
in  behalf  of  that  young  church  a  thou¬ 
sand  miles  from  the  nearest  Presbyterian 
church,  unless  our  churches  in  Oregon  are 
nearer.  It  was  with  regret  and  sadness 
that  I  turned  away  from  that  little  flock 
to  look  after  other  destitute  fields. 

Parties  desiring  further  information 
with  reference  to  the  territory  could  not 
do  better  than  subscribe  for  the  Helena 
Herald ,  weekly,  tri-weekly,  or  daily,  or 
send  to  Mr.  II.  M.  Bryant,  bookseller, 
Helena,  Montana,  for  statistical  and  his¬ 
torical  pamphlets  on  Montana. 

Sheldon  Jackson. 


Presbyterian  Preaching  To  morrow. 
-—We  are  pleased  to  announce  the  arrival  in 
our  midst,  by  the  last  coach,  of  Rev.  Shel¬ 
don  Jackson,  Superintendent  of  Presbyte¬ 
rian  Missions  for  Colorado,  Nebraska,  Da¬ 
kota,  Montana,  Wyoming  and  Utah,  who 
comes  among  us  for  a  short  period  to  see  if 
Helena  demands  a  Presbyterian  Church 
organization,  and  if  so,  to  assist  in  perfect¬ 
ing  the  same.  The  Rev.  gentleman  will 
preach  to-morrow  morning  and  evening,  at 
the  usual  church  hours,  in  the  old  Helena 
Academy  building,  on  Rodney  street,  and 
will  be  glad  to  meet  there  a  goodly  number 
of  the  friends  of  the  church,  and  especially 
invites  our  business  men  and  citizens  in 
general' who  feel  an  interest  in  the  sacred 
cause  here. 


Tiie  Far  West. — Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  for¬ 
merly  of  this  city,  but  now  resident  at  Council 
Bluffs,  Iowa,  has  sent  us  a  package  of  news¬ 
papers,  eight  or  ten,  more  or  less,  representing 
California,  Oregon,  Utah,  Wyoming,  Montana 
and  Idaho.  The  papers  all  have  a  vim  and 
freshness,  so  characteristic  of  the  western  pres9. 
Local  matters  are  largely  represented,  the  east¬ 
ern  and  foreign  news  fully  given,  and  political 
topics,  on  both  sides,  ably  and  earnestly  dis¬ 
cussed. 

It  is  absolutely  astonishing  to  reflect  that 
no  longer  ago  than  ten  years,  most  of  the 
places  from  which  these  spirited  and  neatly  ex¬ 
ecuted  journals  emanate,  were  the  jointand  un¬ 
disputed  abode  of  the  ferocious  be  ist  and  de¬ 
graded  red  man.  To-day  those  haunts  of  the 
savage  and  hiding  places  of  the  wild  beast  are 
redolent  of  civilization  and  human  progress. 
Cities  are  being  built,  churches,  schools  and 
the  printing  presshave  found  their  way  to  these 
far  off  regions,  and  all  the  improvements  inci¬ 
dent  to  an  older  civilization  have  been  inaug¬ 
urated  and  are  being  pushed  rapidly  forward. 

In  the  Helena  (Montana)  Gazette ,  one  of  the 
papers  in  question,  we  read,  in  the  same  col¬ 
umn,  two  appointments  for  Mr.  Jackson  to 
preach  and  a  notice  of  an  exciting  game  of  las- 
sooiug  horses  on  the  Fashion  Course,  both 
preaching  and  racing  to  have  come  off  on  the 
same  day,  Sunday,  August  1st.  Looking  at 
this  matter  from  a  puritanical  stand  point,  or 
from  no  higher  moral  plane  than  exists  in  most 
places  in  Minnesota,  the  association  seems  a 
trifle  incongruous ;  yet,  moral  critics  should 
not  overlook  the  fact  that  in  all  newly  settled 
communities,  away  from  the  restraints  and  in¬ 
fluence  of  older  and  butter  organized  society, 
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and  where  the  population  is  necessarily  more 
heterogeneous,  improprieties,  irregularities 
and  absurdities  necessarily  abound.  It.  is  in 
sucl*  localities  where  the  need  of  the  Christian 
missionary  and  the  moral  reformer  is  most 
largely  felt,  and  we  know  of  no  one  better  cal¬ 
culated  to  aid  in  the  good  work  of  moral  and 
spiritual  reformation  than  Mr.  Jackson,  and 
we  certainly  wish  him  the  most  abundant  suc¬ 
cess  in  his  mission  of  Christian  love  and  labor, 
at  the  same  time  kindly  thanking  him  for  fa¬ 
vors  and  asking  still  to  be  remembered  by  him. 

ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  CORRESPONDENCE 

FIRST  MEETING  OF  THE  PRESBYTERY  OF 
COLORADO. 

Messrs.  Editors— By  appointment  of  the 
General  Assembly  this  Presbytery  met  at  Den¬ 
ver,  on  the  evening  of  February  18,  in  the 
room  occupied  by  the  Westminster  Presbyte¬ 
rian  church,  and  was  opened  with  a  sermon 
by  your  correspondent.  Its  boundaries  in¬ 
clude  the  territories  of  Colorado,  Wyoming, 
Utah,  and  Montana.  There  were  present  five 
ministers  and  three  ruling  elders ;  brothers 
Day,  Hamilton,  and  Campbell  being  the  pio¬ 
neer  Presbyterian  ministers  of  the  territory. 
Father  Hamilton  came  in  with  the-  great  rush 
of  adventurers  to  Pike’s  Peak  in  1 859  ;  brother 
Day  followed  in  1 862,  and,  after  securing  the 
permanent  establishment  of  the  First  Presby¬ 
terian  church  of  Denver,  and  the  erection  of 
its  church  building,  took  charge  of  the  church 
at  Yalmont,  organized  at  St.  Yrains,  and  with 
his  characteristic  energy  has  been  the  ‘  ‘  head 
and  front”  of  the  mission  work  in  the  terri¬ 
tory.  One  member  was  thirty-two  days  cross¬ 
ing  the  plains  with  his  little  family ;  another 
came  driving  a  six- mule  team,  determined  to 
find  a  field  of  labor,  or,  with  the  blessing  of 
(lod,  make  one.  One  had  come  nearly  seven 
hundred  miles  to  attend  Presbytery;  they 
know  what  it  is  to  endure  hardships,  and  to 
sympathize  with  the  Master,  “  who  for  the  joy 
that  was  set  before  Him,  endured  the  cross.” 

The  Rev.  Lewis  Hamilton  was  chosen  Mode¬ 
rator,  and  the  Rev.  A.  R.  Day,  Stated  Clerk. 
Action  was  taken  for  the  establishing  of  a 
Presbyterial  Academy  within  the  bounds  of 
the  Presbytery.  The  General  Assembly  was 
requested  to  form  a  separate  Presbytery  of  the 
ministers  and  churches  in  Wyoming,  Utah, 
and  Montana  Territories.  The  following  per¬ 
sons  were  chosen  commissioners  to  the  next 
General  Assembly Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson 


and  elder  Chambers,  principals ;  Rev.  Charles 
M.  Campbell  and  elder  Ridgley,  alternates. 

The  great  absorbing  topic  of  interest  was 
the  mission  work  of  the  Church.  Members  of 
Eastern  Presbyterian  churches  are  found  in 
all  parts  of  the  territory.  Some  have  made 
shipwreck  of  their  hopes.  Men  who  for  years 
had  served,  acceptably  as  officers  in  Eastern 
churches,  have  here,  in  some  instances,  be¬ 
come  Sabbath-breakers,  blasphemers,  and 
drunkards ;  while  many  others  have  grown 
careless  and  indifferent.  But  there  are  some 
who  have  been  true  to  their  first  love— who 
have  longed,  and  prayed,  and  hoped,  and 
through  long  years  of  disappointment  have 
still  hoped  that  the  time  would  come  when  the 
voice  of  the  Presbyterian  minister  would  be 
familiar  in  their  far-off  western  home.  These 
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feel  that  they  have  been  sadly  neglected  by 
the  mother  Church.  Some,  despairing  of 
help,  have  jbined  other  denominations. 

This  meeting  affording  the  first  opportunity 
for  concerted  action,  the  Presbytery  became  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  devise  ways  and 
means  for  supplying  the  spiritual  destitution 
of  the  territory.  If  of  the  many  open  fields 
for  mission  work  the  most  promising  only  are 
chosen,  there  is  imperative  and  immediate 
need, for  twelve  more  ministers.  It  was  felt 
by  the  Presbytery  that  the  Church  at  large 
was  not  fully  awake  to  the  condition  of  these 
territories,  especially  Colorado ;  that  while  the 
tidal  wave  of  wickedness,  and  the  desperadoes 
that  came  with  the  surging  mass  of  gold-seek¬ 
ers  have  passed  on,  and  a  less  vicious  and  more 
permanent  population  have  taken  their  place, 
yet  the  fruits  of  the  first  sowing  are  seen  in 
the  anti-Sabbath  and  anti-religious  elements 
so  manifest  in  most  communities.  These  com¬ 
munities  must  be  evangelized. 

Capitalists  are  once  more  bending  their  eyes 
and  their  steps  to  this  land  of  gold  and  green 
pastures.  The  Kansas  and  Denver  Pacific 
Railroads  will  soon  form  a  junction.  Several 
colonies  of  immigrants,  containing  from  one 
hundred  to  two  hundred  families  each,  are 
expected  soon.  Thus,  from  every  hand,  come 
voices  crying  unto  the  Church  to  arise  and 
possess  the  land. 

During  the  sessions  of  the  Presbytery  much 
time  was  given  to  devotional  exercises.  These 
exercises  culminated  in  the  services  of  the 
Sabbath.  A  sense  of  the  weighty  responsi¬ 
bilities  which  come  crowding  in  upon  the  new 
organization,  together  with  the  folt  presence 
of  the  Spirit,  made  these  seasons  of  deep  so- 


I  iemnity,  of  new  consecration,  and  girding  of 
the  loins  for  the  work  to  be  done,  the  sacrifices 
yet  to  be  made.  It  was  the  Mount  of  Privi- 
lege,  from  which  the  brethren  were  loth  to 
depart.  So  rich  with  joy,  and  strength,  and 
precious  experience,  that  they  felt  they  could 
not  wait  six  months  for  another.  When  the 
hour  for  parting  came  they  adjourned  to  meet 
at  Black  Hawk  in  two  zoeehs. 

Denver  is  beautiful  for  situation.  Lying  in 
a  broad  valley  upon  the  banks  of  the  Platte, 
midway  between  the  plains  and  the  mountains, 
with  the  snowy  range  in  full  view  far  to  the 
westward,  sweeping  north-east  and  south-east, 
the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  its  surroundings  at 
once  captivate  the  heart  of  the  stranger. 

Presbyterianism  in  the  city  seems  to  be 
arising  from  the  troubles  of  the  past,  and  pre¬ 
paring  to  act  well  her  part  in  the  opening  effort 
to  Christianize  the  territory.  Brother  Wells, 
of  the  First  church,  is  rapidly  growing  into 
public  favor,  and  assisted  by  his  efficient  elders, 
bi  others  Charles  and  McClelland,  is  causing 
that  church  to  become  a  power  in  Denver. 
The  Westminster  church,  now  worshipping  in 
the  Baptist’s  building,  are  expecting  to  build 
a  place  of  worship  soon.  Mr.  Simon  Court, 
elder  in  this  church,  is  said  to  have  done  more 
for  Presbyterianism  than  any  other  layman  in 
the  territory.  All  honor  to  the  noble  men  who 
are  bearing  our  banner  at  the  front ! 

Sheldon  Jackson. 

- - 

K 
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Presbyterianism.— VVe  make  the  fol¬ 
lowing  extract  from  a  private  letter  from 
the  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  Superintendent 
of  the  Presbyterian  Missions  for  the  Terri¬ 
tories.  The  gentleman  visited  this  Terri¬ 
tory  last  summer,  and  will  be  pleasantly 
recollected  by  a  large  number  of  our  people: 

‘‘  I  want  to  wake  up  our  Board  of  Home 
Missions  to  the  importance  of  Montana.  If 
I  could  have  had  my  own  way  I  would  have 
had  several  Presbyterian  ministers  in  the 
Territory  months  ago.  1  shall  make  a  new 
attempt  in  the  spring,  and  hope  to  get  there 
myself.  But  I  have  been  disappointed  so 
often  that  I  make  no  promises.”  No  doubt 
his  wish  is  warmly  seconded  by  numbers  of 
our  citizens. 

Another  Gone. — The  telegraph  informs 
us  of  t.h#» 


CHURCHES  ORGANIZED. 

That  indefatigable  District  Missionary,  the 
Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  was,  at  last  advices, 
making  a  tour  of  five  thousand  miles  through 
Montana  Territory  and  the  adjacent  portion 
of  his  wide  field.  With  the  assistance  of  the 
Rev.  J.  R.  Russell  and  the  Rev.  W.  ». 
Frackleton,  he  had  already  organized  churches 
at  Gallatin  City,  Hamilton,  Bozeman,  Vir¬ 
ginia  City,  Deer  Lodge,  Missoula,  and  Helena 
—the  seven  largest  and  most  influential  places 

in  Montana.  Mr.  Russell  will  for  the  presen 

supply  the  churches  at  Deer  Lodge  and  | 
Helena.  Shall  the  five  others  remain  unsup-  * 
plied  while  so  many  of  our  minister  have 
“W.  C.”  affixed  to  their  names  in  our 

Minutes?  « 

-  — —  -r  da  \rv.  TT  ' 

HOME  MISSIONS. 

T.ohnrars  fnr  IWnnfsTin  Wanforl 


A  Presbyterian  missionary  in  Montana 
Territory  writes  to  the  New  York  Observer : 
“Of  the  three  ministers  sent  to  Montana  ! 
last  year  by  the  Board  of  Home  Missions,  one 
is  in  Illinois  sick,  but  will  return  as  soon  as 
his  health  will  permit,  and  another  has  for 
some  time  been  so  unwell  as  to  be  unable  to 
attend  to  his  ministerial  duties.  Only  one  is 
in  good  health.  The  Rev.  L.  B.  Crittenden, 
who  has  charge  of  the  Presbyterian  school  in 
Bozeman,  has  been  filling  the  appointments 
of  the  Rev.  W.  S.  Frackelton  during  his 
(Mr.  Frackelton’s)  absence.  But  Mr.  Crit¬ 
tenden’s  health  will  not  permit  him  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  work  much  longer.  There  are 
seven  church  organizations,  besides  several 
stations  where  occasional  services  are  held. 
The  missionaries  in  this  field  are  overworked. 
Cannot  as  many  as  two  young  ministers  be  : 
found  who  will  go  out  and  take  hold  of  the 
work  with  those  who  are  already  there?” 


♦ 
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Sheldon  Jackson,  Editor.  DENVER,  COLORADO, 


SYNOD  OF  COLORADO, 


HISTORICAL  NARATIVE  OF  THE  PRESBYTERY  OF 
WYOMING,  BY  KEY.  WM.  G.  KEP1IART,  STATED 

CLERK. 


An  Historical  Sketch  of  it«  Presbyteries, 
Churches  and  Mission  'Work. 


The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  the  United  .States  of  America,  in 
session  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  May  18th.,  18jpi, 
in  response  to  several  overtures,  took  the  fol¬ 
lowing  action. 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  of  Colorado,  is 
hereby  constituted  to  consist  of  theministeis 
and  churches  in  the  Presbyteries  of  Colorado, 
Santa  Fe  and  Wyoming  ;  and  that  said  Syn¬ 
od  meet  at  Pueblo,  Colorado,  on  the  4th  day  ! 
of  September,  1871,  at  11  O’clock,  A.  M.,  and 
be  opened  with  a  sermon  by  Rev.  Sheldon 
Jackson,  or  in  his  absence,  by  the  oldest 
minister  present,  who  shall  preside  until  a  | 

moderator  be  elected.  j 

1 

In  accordance  with  the  above  action,  the 
Synod  met  and  was  opened  with  a  sermon  i| 
by  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  from  Ecclesiastes,  ! 
9:  10,  andjeonstitutecl  with  prayer. 

Rev.  I).  II.  Mitchell  was  elected  tempo-  j 
rary  clerk. 

No  quorum  being  present — Synod  adjourn-  j 
<-d  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  Moderator.  • 

Closed  with  prayer,  and  apostolic  benedic-  j 
tion. 

■ 

* 

SY  NOD  1 C  A  L  N  E  W  S  PA  PER. 

Through  facilities  pffered  by  Rev.  W.  T.  ji 
Wylie,  and  the  Bellefonte  Press  Company,  ji 
the  Rocky  Mountain  Presbyterian,  an  | 
eight  page, 32  column  monthly  paper, devoted  { 
to  the  advancement  of  Presbyterianism  in 
the  several  Rocky  Mountain  Territories,  was  j 
established  at  Denver,  Colorado,  March  1st 
1872.  Rev  Sheldon  Jackson  Editor  and  Pi  o- 


Tlie  Missouri  River  Presbytery  at  a  meeting 
In  Sioux  city,  Iowa,  April,  29th  1869,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Presbyteries  ol  Fort  Dodge 
and  Desmoines  appointed  Rev.  Sheldon  Jack- 
'  son  as  Superintendent  of  their  Missions  in 
Nebraska,  Western  Iowa,  Dakota,  Montana, 
Utah,  Wyoming  and  Colorado. 

Immediate  steps  were  taken  to  occupy  all 
the  principal  points  as  centres  of  operations. 
Rev.  John  L.  Gage,  Cheyenne,  Wyoming 
Territory,  was  commissioned  for  Cheyenne 
and  Laramie.  He  commenced-  labor  on  that 
field  May,  18th  1869,  and  remained  three 
months.  On  the  petition  of  some  of  the 
citizens  of  Cheyenne,  claiming  to  be  Presby¬ 
terians  the  Presbytery  of  Missouri  River, 
appointed  Rev.  .Sheldon  Jackson  and  Rev. 
John  L.  Gage,  a  committee  to  organize  a 
jpre&by  lerian  church.  Incompliance  with 
the  request  the  church  was  organized  July, 
18th  1869,  with  the  nine  signers  of  the  peti¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Gage  was  followed  by  Rev.  II.  P.  Peck, 
Cht.  10th  1869.  lie  in  turn  by  Rev,  Win.  G. 
Kepliart,  February  1st,  1870,  who  isstil^in 
charge.  The  foundation  for  a  house  of 
worship  was  laid  in  the  fall  of  1869,  and  the 
building  erected  in  the  spring  of  1870,  the 
funds  being  largely  contributed  by  the  Board 
of  Church  Erection  and  the  Rutgers  St.  Pres¬ 
byterian  church  of  New  York  city.  The 
build  in  i  was  dedicated  July,  16th  1870.  Ser¬ 
mon  by  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson.  Dedicatory 
prayer  by  Rev.  Wm,  G.  Kephart.  The  church 
was  named  “The  Krebs  Memorial  Presbyter¬ 
ian  Church’’  in  memory  of  Rev.  John  M. 
Krebs,  D.  D. 


I 
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HELENA,  MONTANA  TERRITORY. 

The  Presbyterian  church  of  Helena,  was 
organized  by  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson  on  Sab¬ 
bath  August  1st,  1869,  with  thirteen  members. 
The  services  were  held  in  the  Academy.  Rev. 
W.  W.  Paris  of  Chicago,  was  soon  after  put  in 
commission  for  that  field,  but  was  prevented 
from  accepting  the  appointment.  In  the  fall 
of  1871,  Rev.  Josiali  Welch  was  commissioned 
for  Mo-  ma,  but  was  prevented  from  going 
by  the  necessities  of  the  work  at  Salt  Lake 
City.  So  that  the  Territory  remained  unsup¬ 
plied  until  this  present  season,  when  three 
Ministers  are*  under  commission  from  the 
Boards  of  Home  missions  to  occupy  the 
Territory.  *  - 

RAWLINGS,  WYOMING  TERRITORY. 

The  third  church,  inNorder  of  organization, 
was  lit  Rawlings*  This  church  was  organized 
by  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson  August,  8th  1869, 
with  six  members.  Wm.  C.  Wilson,  Ruling 
|  Elder. 

Immediate  steps  were  taken  for  the  erec- 
|  tion  of  a  churgh  and  on  March  13th,  1870,  the 
first  Presbyterian  church  building  erected 
along  the  line  of  the  Union  Pacific  R.  R.  was 
dedicated  to  God.  The  services  were  con- 


Laramie  in  connection  with  Cheyenne. 

Previous  to  Pew  Mr*.  Kephart's  arrival,  the 
little  church  had  been  reduced  by  removals 
to  three  members,  and  the  ruling  elder  join¬ 
ed  the  Baptist  church.  The  church  was' 
gathered  up  by  Mr.  Kephart  and  in  the 
spring  of  1870  Mr.  Charles  H.  Richards  was 
elcted  and  installed  ruling  elder.  In  Au¬ 
gust,  1870,  Rev  F.  L.  Arnold  took  charge  of 
the  Chi} roll  and  still  remains  its  supply. 
Early  in  1871,  steps  were  taken  towards  erect¬ 
ing  a  Church  building.  Mrs.  Daniel  Parish, 
of  NewYork  City,  becoming  interested  in  the 
enterprize,  contributed  a  memorial  offering 
of  three  thousand  dollars  towards  the  build¬ 
ing,  and  subsequently  added  an  organ,  and 
silver  communion  service,  her  husband  pre¬ 
senting  a  bell. 

The  church  was  completed  and  dedicated 
on  Sabbath,  Feb.  4th,  1872 — sermon  by  Pev. 
Sheldon  Jackson,  dedicatory  prayer  by  Pev. 
P.  L.  Arnold,  the  pastor.  Pev.  Wm.  G. 
Kepheart,  of  Cheyenne,  and  Pev.  F.  Slew- 
art,  of  Evans,  taking  part  in  the  services. 
The  parsonage  was  erected  in  the  fall  of 
1870.  In  commemoration  of  the  Pe-union, 
and  at  the  request  of  J/rs.  Parish,  the  church 
was  named  “The Union  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Laramie.” 


ducted  by  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson.  This 
|  church  was  the  result  of  funds  contributed 
j  by  J/rs.  Wm  E.  d/orris,  and  friends  of  Philadel- 
I  phia,  and  the  Board  of  Church  Erection. 

In  August,  I8H),  Pev.  F.  L.  Arnold  having 
removed  to  Laramie  commenced  preaching 
at  Pawlings. 

LARAMIE,  WYOMING  TERRITORY. 

The  church  at  Laramie  was  organized  on 
August  10th,  1869,  by  /»ev.  Sheldon  Jackson, 
and  Pev.  John  L.  Gage  with  five  members, 
j  G.  M.  Lancaster,  ruling  elder.  Pevs.  J/essrs 
j  Cage,  Peck,  and  Kephart  each  labored  at 


CORINNE,  UTAH. 

Early  in  May,  1869,  Air.  Jackson,  secured 
the  services  of  Rev.  Melanetlion  Hughs,  who 
arrived  at  Corinne,  June,  11th  1 869 ,  and  com¬ 
menced  services  on  Sabbath,  June  1.3th.  On 
6th  of  August,  1869,  Mr.  Jackson  held  a  public 
meeting  in  the  old  city  hall  (an  unplaned 
board  shanty)  at  which  Hon.  E.  P.  Johnson, 
Dr.  J.  W.  Graham  and  J.  A.  Gaston,  were 
elected  trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
to  he  formed.  Early  in  April,  1870,  Rev. 
Edward  E.  Bayliss,  removed  to  Corinne,  com¬ 
mencing  public  services  on  the  10th  of  April 
and  continuing  until  October,  9th  1871. 
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“The  organization  of  the  cfmrcli  was  (‘fleeted 
on  the  14th  of  July,  1870,  with  nine  members. 
G.  A.  Bruce,  ruling  elder.  The  services 
were  conducted  by  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson 
and  Rev.  E.  E.  Bayliss.  In  August  lots  were 
secured  and  the  erection  of  the  church  com¬ 
menced.  This  church  was  completed  and 
dedicated  on  Sabbath  November  20th  3870, 
Rev.  John  Brown  of  Elko,  Nevada,  and  Rev. 
Sheldon  Jackson  assisting  Rev.  E.  E.  Bayliss 
in  the  services. 

Upon  the  leaf  of  the  pulpit  Bible  presented 
by  the  Infant  class  of  the  Fourth  Presbyter¬ 
ian  Church,  Syracuse,  New  York,  is  written 
“Though  the  grandest  river  in  the  world, 
the  Rocky  mountains,  and  over  half  the, 
width  of  a  continent,  seperate  us  from  our 
infant  friends  in  Syracuse,  it  is  delightful  to 
reflect  that  Christian  love  is  broader  than 
plains,  and  grander  than  mountains ;  that 
little  children  are  suffered  to  come  with 
mission  offerings  and  evangelists  in  Utah, 
are  up  borne  by  the  prayers  of  the  pure  in 
heart.” 

The  parsonage  was  erected  early  in  1870. 
During  the  winter  of  1871-72,  the  church  was 
supplied  from  time  to  time  by  Rev.  Josiah 
Welch,  of  Salt  Lake  city. 

SWEETWATER  MINES. 

During  the  summer  of  1869,  Rev.  Sheldon 
Jackson  and  Rev.  M.  Hughs,  made  several 
missions  tours  to  South  Pass  city,  and  A  tlan¬ 
tic,  but  Indian  difficulties  prevented  any 
permanent  occupancy. 

EVANSTON,  WYOMING  TERRITORY. 

The  field  was  first  visited  and  canvassed 
by  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  April,  24th  1871. 
Services  were  held  in  a  hall  over  a  saloon. 
The  church  was  organized  early  in  -July,  and 
a  neat  church  bid  ding  completed  by  Jan¬ 
uary,  1st  1872.  During  1871,  the  church  was 
supplied  by  that  indefatigable  laborer  Rev. 
F.  L.  Arnold,  of  Laramie. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY,  UTAH. 

Though  the  eyes  of  the  church  had 
been,  for  months,  turned  toward  Salt  Lake 
City,  as  a  mission  field,  it  was  not  until 
July  1st  1871,  that  Rev.  Sheldon  Jack- 
son  was  directed  by  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions,  to  ascertain  if  the  time  had 
come  for  the  establishment  of  a  mission. 
He  was  followed  by  the  Rev.  Cyrus  Dick¬ 
son,  D.  D.,  secretary  of  the  Board. 

The  way  being  found  open,  Rev. 
Josiah  Welch,  under  commission  for 
Montana  Territory,  was  transferred  to 
Salt  Lake  City. 

He  commenced  laboring  there,  Octo¬ 
ber  1st  1871.  The  church  was  organized 
with  twelve  members,  on  Sabbath,  No¬ 
vember  12th  1871,  in  the  Skating  Rink, 
by  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  and  Rev. 
Josiah  Welch,  assisted  by  Rev.  O.  S. 


Board  man  T>.  I).,  who  was  providentially'1 
present.  Messrs.  J.  J.  Critchelow,  E.  Ik 
Parsons,  and  M.  B.  Osburne,  were) 
elected,  and  installed  ruling  elders.  An 
t-.ppeal  was  issued,  asking  5,000  presby- 
terian  women,  to  contribute  $5.00  each, 
as  a  Christmas  gift  to  the  Lord,  to  be 
used  in  build  ng  a  Presbyterian  Church, 
at  Salt  Lake  City. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  PRESBYTERY. 

At  the  ajourned  meeting  of  the  .Gener¬ 
al  Assembly7,  Old  School,  held  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pa.,  November  1869,  the  ministers 
atitT  churches  in  Wyoming,  Utah,  and 
Montana,  were  placed  in  the  ne  >  Presby¬ 
tery  of  Colorado. 

At  the  General  Assembly7  held  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  May  1871,  they  were  constituted  a 
Presbytery  by  themselves,  to  be  known 
as  the  Presbytery  of  Wyoming. 

In  response  to  several  overtures,  the 
General  Assembly  took  the  folowing  ac¬ 
tion.  \ 

“Resolved  :  That  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly  hereby  constitutes  the  Presbyterv  of 
Wyoming,  to  be  composed  of  Rev.  E.  E. 
Bayliss  of  the  Presbytery  of  Des  Moines,' 
Rev.  F.  L.  Arnold  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Iowa  City,  Rev.  W.  G.  Kephart,  ot  the 
Presbytery  of  Missouri  River,  Rev.  Lewis 
Hamilton,  of  the  Presbytery  of  Colorado, 
and  Rev  J.  F.  Stewart,  of  the  Presbyte¬ 
ry  of  Colorado,  with  the  churches  in  mon- 
tana,  Wyoming,  and  Utah,  that  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Presbytery  be  held  at 
Lariamie.  Wyoming  Territory,  on  the  2d 
Friday  of  June,  at  7  45  pm,  and  that 
it  be  opened  with  a  sermon,  by  the  Revj 
W.  G.  Kephart,  or  in  his  absence,  by  the 
oldest  minister  present,  who  shall  preside 
until  a  moderator  be*clected.” 

There  being  no  quorum  present  at  Laramie) 
at  the  time  designated  above,  an  adjourn¬ 
ment  was  made  to  Cheyenne,  in  pursuance 
of  which  Presbytery  met  at  Cheyenne  on 
Tuesday  the  13th  of  June,  at  2  P.  M.  Present 
Rev.  F.  L.  Arnold,  Rev.  Wm.  G.  Kephart) 
Rev.  J.  F.  Stewart,  and  Rev.  Sheldon  Jack) 
son,  corresponding  member.  The  session 
was  opened  with  a  sermon  by  Rev.  F.  L 
Arnold,  from  Mark  9 :  29.  Rev.  F.  L.  Arnold 
was  chosen  Moderator  and  Rev.  Wm.  G. 
Kephart  Stated  clerk.  The  first  commiss¬ 
ioners  to  the  General  Assembly  were  Re\. 
Wm.  G.  Kephart  and  elder  G.  E.  Gates. 

At  its  second  meeting,  the  following 
action  was  taken  with  reference  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Missions,  for  the  Territo¬ 
ries  : 

“We,  the  members  of  the  Presbytery  of  j 
Wyoming,  take  this  opportunity  ol  express¬ 
ing  our  appreciation  and  entire  satisfaction 


3-vn  »  ’  aCKSQIl,  Quucxj 
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For  the  Presbyterian, 

AN  APPEAL  FROM  MINNESOTA. 

TO  THE  STEWARDS  OF  THE  LORD’S  MONET  IN 
THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

Brethren — We  are  in  distress.  Our 
Board  of  Missions  at  Philadelphia  has  in¬ 
formed  us  that  its  treasury  is  empty,  and 
that,  therefore,  “no  new  appointments 
can  be  made,”  and  “reduction  is  inevi¬ 
table.” 

We  have  several  missionaries  now  on 
the  extreme  frontier  without  commissions , 
whom,  urged  on  by  the  providence  of 
God,  we  have  encouraged  to  enter  needy 
and  inviting  fields,  and  others  are  on  the 
way  to  equally  necessitous  and  important 
openings.  Immigration  is  coming  in  upon 
us  like  a  flooff  as  never  before.  New  and 

*  <4  y  1  Jr  ~  •  ■— 

important  points  are  constantly  claiming 
our  attention,  and  calling  for  labourers, 
and  we  feel  that  we  cannot  stop ,  and  yet 
hope  for  God's  blessing. 

“A  necessity  is  laid  upon  us.”  Yea,  a 
woe,  instead  of  a  blessing,  will  be  ours,  if 
we  stand  still,  when  the  Master  so  plainly 
bids  us  “Go  forward.”  In  this  stress, 
what  shall  we  do,  or  to  whom  shall  we 
go,  brethren,  but  to  the  Great  Head  of 
the  Church,  and  to  you,  his  stewards  a?id 
agents,  in  this  great  and  godlike  work  of 
furnishing  the  bread  of  life  to  the  perish¬ 
ing  thousands  who  are  flocking  to  us  “as 
clouds  and  as  doves  to  their  windows?” 

We  are  willing  to  labour  and  to  suffer, 
to  bear  the  burden  and  the  heat  of  the 
day,  for  that  is  a  small  trial ;  but  we  are 
not  willing  to  disobey  God,  and  incur  his 
displeasure,  by  saying  we  will  not  follow 
the  pillar  of  cloud  which  has  already 
gone  on  before  us,  and  bids  us  “come.” 

Brethren,  will  you  help  us?  We  wTant 
your  prayers  and  your  means.  All  sums 
for  our  relief  sent  to  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions,  907  Arch,  street,  Philadelphia,  or 
to  either  of  the  undersigned,  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  as  tokens  of  God’s  favour  upon  our 
work  in  these  frontier  States. 

D.  C.  LYON,  St.  Paul, 

District  Missionary  for  Minnesota. 


SHELDON  JACKSON, 
i; o Chester,  Minnesota. 

J.  IRWIN  SMITH, 

La  Crosse,  Wisconsin. 

J.  G.  EIHELDAFFER, 
PresbyteTy  of  St.  Paul,, 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 


Chairmen  of 
P  r  e.s  hy  t  c  r  i  a  l 
"  CojnmitteeS:-  ...  on 
'Missions  in  'the 
Synod  of  St. 
Paul. 


A  CAUTION. 

*  Presbyterian  Mission  House ,  907  Archst.,)_ 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  16,  186S.  ^ 

To  the  Christian  Public  : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions, 
held  yesterday  afternoon,  the  following 
minute  was,  after  due  deliberation,  unani¬ 
mously  adopted,  viz : 

Whereas,  It  has  come  to  tbe  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Domestic  Missions,  that  individ¬ 
uals  have  been  privately  making  system¬ 
atic  efforts  to  collect  funds  from  the  be¬ 
nevolent  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  sup¬ 
plementing  the  salaries  of  missionaries 
commissioned  by  the  Board,  and  to  aid  in 
tbe  support  of  ministers  not  in  commis¬ 
sion  ;  which  funds  are  distributed  on  their 
own  responsibility,  and  at  their  individual 
discretion  ;  and  whereas,  such  independent 
operations  are  unjust  towards  other  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  other  parts  of  tlie  field,  and 
are  adapted  to  diminish  the  receipts  of  the 
Board  ;  therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  this  Committee  disap¬ 
proves  of  such  operations,  and  earnestly 
recommends  to  all  the  friends  of  the  cause, 
to  send  their  contributions  to  the  treasury 
of  the  Board  at  Philadelphia,  to  be  equi- 
tablv  distributed  among  all  the  missiona¬ 
ries  throughout  the  field,  by  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee,  upon  tbe  application,  and 
|  with  the  advice  of  their  respective  Pres¬ 
byteries. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  preamble 
and  lesolution,  attested  by  the  correspond¬ 
ing  Secretary,  be  published  in  all  our 
church  papers. 

By  order  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
G.  W.  Mrs  grave,  Cor.  Sec’y. 

— " — —  —  t  —  -  ^  .It.'..- •£-  «..  U- a  .  --.W- 

For  the  Presbyterian. 

HOW  WE  MINDED  THE  “CAUTION!” 

The  Christian  public  has  been  officially 
cautioned,  by  the  Board  of  Domestic  Mis¬ 
sions,  against  collecting  money  fr  r  the 
relief  of  particular  brethren  in  miW  "T 
fields,  who  may  be  suffering  from  colla^. 
of  purse.  The  “Caution”  assures  the. 
public  that  injustice  is  done  by  sending 
such  special  aid,  and  that  the  funds  so 


given  ought  rather  to  be' sent  “to  the 
treasury  of  the  Board  at  Philadelphia,  to 
be  equally  distributed  among  all  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  throughout  the  field.” 

Beautiful,  indeed,  is  the  theory,  and 
meritorious,  in  that  it  is  eminently  syste¬ 
matic.  But  last  night  our  good  old-fash¬ 
ioned  Synod  of  Philadelphia,  in  session  at 
Lancaster,  disregarded  this  cautious  the¬ 
ory  of  systematic  beneficence,  and  put 
into  practice  a  “more  excellent  way.” 

The  evening  exercises  of  the  Synod 
took  the  form  of  a  missionary  meeting,  at 
which  the  eloquent  speech  of  Mr.  Sheldon 
Jackson,  of  Minnesota,  was  the  principal 
feature  of  interest.  He  gave  us  some 
touching  and  thrilling  accounts  of  the 
labours  and  privations  of  some  of  the 
missionaries  in  the  North-west,  and  the 
sacrifices  which  good  men  have  made  for 
the  extension  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ  in  I 
that  region.  Among  other  instances,  he 
mentioned  one  of  extreme  suffering  and 
sacrifice,  the  particulars  of  which  I  need 
not  mention  here,  more  than  to  remark 
that  they  brought  tears  to  the  eyes  of 
many  of  the  congregation.  He  made  no 
appeal  for  money;  nor  had  he  any  idea 
that  his  address  would  meet  with  the  re¬ 
sponse  which  followed  it. 

As  he  .took  his  seat,  the  Pev.  E.  H. 
Nevin,  pastor  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  rose,  and  as  a  corresponding 
member  of  Synod,  asked  leave  to  offer  a 
remark.  Leave  being  granted,  he  made 
a  little  speech,  the  size  of  a  minnie  bullet, 
and  as  pointed.  It  was  to  the  effect  that 
he  would  be  one  of  fifty  to  give  five  dol¬ 
lars  each  to  the  brother  whose  sufferings 
had  been  spoken  of.  In  less  than  a  min¬ 
ute,  more  than  fifty  brethren  were  on 
their  feet,  in  response  to  the  Moderator’s 
invitation  to  all  donors  of  five  dollars  to 
rise.  Two  brethren  were  despatched 
through  the  congregation  wi^h  hats  to 
gather  the  harvest,  who  presently  return¬ 
ed  with  the  hats  filled;  “good  measure, 
pressed  down,  shaken  together,  and  run¬ 
ning  over.” 

“Caution,”  now,  good  brethren!  What 
do  ye?  The  brethren  came  more  than 
fully  up  to  the  amount  which  had  been 
suggested  to  them.  The  cash  from  the 
pocket  accompanied  the  tear  from  the 
eye,  and  the  prayer  from  the  heart. 
Empty  the  hats,  and  let  us  count  it. 


Three  hundred  and  nine  dollars!  Yes, 
dear  suffering  brother,  take  it,  and  be 
happy,  as  far  as  it  will  minister  to  your 
happiness,  and  the  happiness  of  your 
wife,  who  has  suffered  with  you.  Before 
this  appears  in  print,  the  check  for  the 
amount  will  have  reached  its  destination. 
I  would  like  to  have  a  peep  through  the 
chinks  of  the  logs  of  the  house  when  it 
gets  there. 

This  will  “  diminish  the  receipts  of  the 
Board,"  though,  will  it  not?  Let  us  see 
how;  and  exactly  how  much.  The 
“strippings”  of  a  good  cow,  that  has 
been  partially  milked,  are  not  altogether 
profitless.  And  this  congregation  was 
good  for  another  collection!  “Alexan¬ 
der,  the  coppersmith,”  seems  to  have 
staid  away  from  last  night’s  meeting. 
The  passing  of  the  baskets,  in  behalf  of 
the  Board  itself ,  yielded  one  hundred  and 
ten  dollars! 

Let  us  learn  a  lesson  or  two. 

Lesson  first.  Don’t  be  too  “cautious.” 
Don’t  systematize  beneficence  to  such  a 
degree  that  it  is  all  system,  and  no  benefi¬ 
cence. 

Lesson  second.  The  “receipts  of  the 
Board”  were  not  diminished  a  penny. 
The  $110  is  clear  gain ;  for  no  collection 
had  been  thought  of  at  all,  when  the 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  meeting. 

Lesson  third.  Giving,  either  in  cash 
or  in  substance,  to  an  individual  mission¬ 
ary,  doe's  no  injustice  to  any  other  mis¬ 
sionary.  We  need  not  neglect  to  do  a 
good  deed  because  we  cannot  reach  with 
it  every  body  we  would  like  to  benefit. 
Lesson  fourth.  By  proper  effort,  not 
i  very  difficult  to  put  forth,  the  miserable 
$135,000,  on  which  we  starved  our  mis¬ 
sionary  work  last  year,  can  be  increased 
to  at  least  $500,000  for  the  present  year. 
This  is  the  smallest  sum  the  Church 
ought  to  think  of  being  satisfied  with  for 
this  year’s  work,  considering  the  way  in 
which  our  western  country  is  opening  up 
for  gospel  labour. 

Our  membership  gave  to  the  cause  of 
Domestic  Missions  last  year  an  average 
per  member  of  about  as  much  as  it  would 
take  to  buy  four  good  cigars!  If  we 
,,  cannot  do  better,  let  us  know  it,  and  be- 


For  the  North-Western  Presbyterian. 

DOMESTIC  MISSIONS. 

i 

Messrs.  Editors  :  In  a  late  number  of 
your  paper  you  speak  disapprovingly  of  an 
appeal  for  aid,  to  sustain  Missionaries  in 
Minnesota,  made  through  the  papers,  and 
signed  by  our  District  Missionary  and  the 
Chairman  of  our  Presbyteries.  This  was 
just  what  I  expected  from  some,  but  not 
from  the  North-Western  Presbyterian. 
It  was  with  some  hesitation  that  I  put  my 
name  to  that  appeal,  having  learned  from 
past  Experience  that  such  efforts  on  our  j 
part  were  not  regarded  with  favor  in  offi¬ 
cial  circles. 

But  feeling  the  great  need  of  the  aid 
asked,  the  importance,  to  the  cause  of 
Christ,  of  holding  the  positions  which 
had  been  taken,  by  brethren  not  un¬ 
der  commission  from  the  Board,  and 
whom  the  Board  could  not  commission,  for 
want  of  funds,  and  feeling  also  that  the 
church  did  not  know  that  the  Board  was 
thus  straightened  for  the  want  of  money,  I 
felt  it  to  be  a  duty,  aside  from  what  might 
be  its  effect  upon  me  personally,  to  put 
my  name  to  that  appeal.  We  did  not  ask 
aid  through  any  other  channel  than  the 
Board  of  Missions ;  we  preferred,  if  the 
donors  so  pleased,  that  the  money  should 
come  through  the  Board,  and  go  to  swell 
the  amount  of  its  collections.  But  we  had 
a  strong  faith  that  if  the  people  of  God 
knew  our  situation  some  of  them  would 
aid  us  and  rejoice  at  the  opportunity.  That 
we  were  correct  in  this  is  already  proved  by 
one  church  writing  us  that,  if  the  Board 
will  commission  one  of  these  brethren,  its 
Sabbath  School  will  pledge  $250  per  an¬ 
num  towards  his  support;  but  the  Board 
has  declined  to  do  so.  While  I  would  not 
call  in  question  the  wisdom  of  the  Board, 
in  refusing  to  accept  aid  in  any  other 
way  than  to  the  general  cause,  yet  witl 
your  permission  I  will  venture  to  express 


my  conviction  that  if  an  opportunity  were 
given  to  churches  to  take  up  particular 
fields,  and  to  become  responsible  for  the 
success  of  special  enterprises,  a  large 
amount  of  money  would  be  contributed  to 
the  cause  of  domestic  missions,  which  does 
not  now,  and  will  not  in  the  present  state 
of  the  churche’s  zeal,  even  go  through  the 
treasury  of  the  Board.  Let  any  church 
or  individual  assume  the  support  of  a  do¬ 
mestic  missionary  and  put  itself  in  direct 
communication  with  him,  and  it  will, 
through  his  letters,  have  its  interest  deep¬ 
ened  in  the  work,  and  obtain  a  knowledge 
of  the  wants  and  progress  of  Domestic 
Missions  far  beyond  what  is  usually  pos- ' 
sessed.  How  much  is  given  in  this  way 
through  the  Board  of  Church  Extension  ? 

But  I  do  not  write  to  find  fault,  but  to 
justify  our  action ;  we  were  driven  to  do 
what  we  did  by  a  sincere  desire  to  see  the 
Lord’s  work  go  forward ;  we  cannot  stand 
by  and  see  the  children  crying  for  bread 
and  not  ask  the  mother  to  give  it  them  ! 
If  our  church  papers  know  a  better  way  of 
informing  her  of  the  wants  of  this  cause, 
let  us  have  it,  we  shall  be  satisfied  so  it  is 
done. 

But  we  shall  not  be  satisfied  to  be  in¬ 
formed,  in  official  letters,  that  good  men 
just  equipped  for  the  work,  and  actually 
on  the  ground,  cann'ot  be  commissioned 
for  want  of  money,  until  we  know  that  the 
church  which  has  called  them  to  this  work 
is  fully  informed  that  through  her  withhold¬ 
ing  the  Lord's  money  the  treasury  is  empty , 
and  the  Presbyterian  church  cannot  take 
possession  oj  new  and  promising  fields. 

As  I  write  this  without  consulting  the 
1  other  signers  of  the  circular,  and  that  they 
/  may  not  be  responsible,  I  sign  my  own 
name.  J.  G.  Riheldaffer. 


“  CAUTION” 


AGAINST  RAYENSi 


A  clergyman  in  the  West  writes  to  us  a 
very  able,  earnest  and  affecting  reply  to  the 
“  Caution”  which  we  recently  published 
from  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Domestic 
Missions.  The  “  Caution”  stated  and  com¬ 


plained  “  that  individuals  have  been  private¬ 
ly  making  systematic  efforts  to  collect  funds 
from  the  benevolent  for  the  avowed  purpose 
of  supplementing  the  salaries  of  mission¬ 
aries  commissioned  by  the  Board,  and  to 
to  aid  in  the  support  of  m  in  isters  not  in  com¬ 
mission  •  which  funds  are  distributed  on 
their  own  responsibility,  and  at  their  indi¬ 
vidual  discretion,”  &c. 

Our  correspondent,  an  excellent  mission¬ 
ary  of  the  Board,  says  that  “  the  course  of 
the  Board  has  given  great  dissatisfaction 
through  all  the  Northwest,”  and  he  says  : 

u  A  Presbytery  has  for  some  time  occu¬ 
pied  two  or  more  fields  of  promise  and 
placed  men  upon  them,  relying  upon  the 
Board,  the  Church,  and  the  providence  of 
God  to  sustain  them.  Several  months  since 
application  was  made  to  the  Board  for  aid 
for  these  brethren,  and  refused  on  the  ground  ' 
that  the  state  of  the  treasury  would  riot 
warrant  their  granting  this  aid.  This  appli¬ 
cation  was  made  by  the  Presbytery  in  a 
regular  way. 

“  In  the  private  correspondence  of  some 
of  the  brethren  with  personal  friends  in  the 
east,  who  have  wealth  and  warm  Christian 
hearts,  some  of  these  incidents  were  men¬ 
tioned, — as  for  example  one  case  of  amis¬ 
sionary  reduced  to  such  necessities  as  to  be 
compelled  to  pay,  for  a  time,  j  or  ty- seven  per 
cent .  for  money  10  buy  bread, — and  these 
friends  have  sent  aid  to  these  persons,  or  for 
them,  of  funds  they  had  no  thought  of  send¬ 
ing  to  the  Board;  and  which,  if  sent  there, 
would  never  have  reached  them.” 


He  then  mentions  other  cases  where  aid 
has  been  solicited  for  specific  fields  which 
the  Board  could  not  assist,  and  goes  on  to 
sav  : 

•f 

“  These  fields  come  before  the  Board,  4  up¬ 
on  the  application  and  with  the  advice  of 
their  respective  Presbyteries,’  and  are  re¬ 


fused.  Suppose;  it  is  for  want  of  money. 
But  the  condition  of  these  men  comes  before 
Christian,  men  of  large  means  and  warm 
sympathies,  and  aid  is  rendered  to  them. 
But  4  this  Committee  disapproves  of  such 
operations,  and  earnestly  recommends  to  all 
the  friends  of  the  cause  to  send  their  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  treasury  of  the  Board  at 
Philadelphia,  to  _  be  equally  distributed 
among  all  the  missionaries  throughout  the 
field,’  while  the  only  need  for  any  such  ef¬ 
forts  is  found  in  the  fact  that  the  straitened 
state  of  the  treasury  has  compelled  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  refuse  some  altogether,  to  cut  down 
others,  and  to  suspend  payment  of  these  un¬ 
til  funds  can  be  accumulated. 

44  But,  as  before  stated,  in  some  instances 
funds  have  come  that  would  never  have 
reached  the  Board,  just  as  the  bread  came 
to  Elijah  in  his  wilderness  abode  ;  and  now 
the  effect  of  this  44  Caution,”  if  not  its  de¬ 
sign,  is  to  kill  or  scare  away  the  ravens  that 
have  thus  far  fed,  to  some  extent,  these  three; 
or  four  or  more  men.  Earnestly,  ought  these 
ravens  to  he  killed?  Ought  these  men  to 
he  starved,  or  driven  back  from  places  where 
the  Providence  of  God  has  led  them,  and 
where  they  are  doing  good,  planting  church¬ 
es,  building  houses  of  worship  and  preach- ! 
ing  the  Gospel  as  pioneers,  where  even  now  | 
the  people  are  not  free  from  apprehensions 
of  savage  inroads,  as  in  1862  ;  and  yet  where 
the  world’s  people  are  not  hindered  from 
possessing  the  land  and  getting  gain  ?  We 
do  not  want  to  hinder  or  cripple  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  Board.  We  love  it ;  we  pray 
for  it ;  we  contribute  to  it  directly,  over  and 
above  all  that  we  do  for  ourselves.  Our 
Synod  stands  the  third  bighe!  ‘'«ii  /  e  rate  ot 
its  contributions  per  member  o  the  Board 
ot  Domestic  Missions  at  Philadelphia.  And, 
in  the  midst  of  all  these  endeavors,  to  be 
met  with  a  44  Caution”  against  any  farther 
aid  than  the  Board  can  give  us  seems  to  us 
hard.  We  beseech  the  Committee  not  to 
hinder  the  little  that  is  offered  us  from 
coming  to  our  aid  in  our  struggles  to  occupy 
the  land  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  by 
cautioning  the  people  against  us  or  against 
any  in  our  circumstances,  as  if  criminals 
against  the  good  of  Zion. 

“  And  all  the  more  do  we  urge  this  be¬ 
cause  though  the  Executive  Committee 
knew  six  months  or  more  ago  that  the  funds 
of  the  treasury  were  failing,  yet  not,  until  with 


f‘j  iNew  fork,  and  one  year  afterward,  Bro 

I  „  V -  „  .1  j  Til*  •  -•  .  . 


.  / 


Latlirop  returned  to  Illinois,  leaving’ in  the 


held,  Lro.  1  lift,  three  local  preachers,  and 
myself.  During  this  period  the  membership 
shown  by  the  records,  has  been  125,  and  re¬ 


movals  24,  leaving  at  its  close  101.  ’  The  in- 


debtedness  of  church  and  parsonage  in  Hel¬ 
ena,  $1,478.  i  r 

(  ^‘During  the  short  period  from  October, 
1871,  to  April,  1872,  the  work  has  progressed 
slowly.  There  has  been  little  opportunity 
for  personal  supervision,  having  had  the 
longest  and  coldest  winter  known  in  the 
mountains  since  the  settlement  of  this  Terri¬ 
tory.  ^  During  the  winter,  the  debt  of  the 
Church  in  Helena  was  liquidated  and  some 
repairs  made,  altogether  amounting  to  $1,500; 
a  class  was  formed  at  Missoula  by" Bro.  Xliff, 
and  services  sustained  at  Bozema'by  Brothers 
Aider  son  and  Bird;  and  the  records  of  the 
Church  show  a  membership  of  118. 


Sunday  Schools 
Churches, 


5,  average  attendance 


Parsonages 


14. 


probable  value 


0-7  rr 
&  i  o 


i  i 


Church  organs 
Church  beds 


3, 


$10,000 

2,000 

1,000 

1,000 


Total  $14,000 

As  is  easily  seen  by  this  abridged  history, 
the  population  of  Montana  has  been  migra¬ 
tory,  and  in  consequence,  Jthe*  interests  of  the 
Church  have  been  fluctuating.  I  think  now 
the  financial  interests  are  as  low  as  they  can 
possibly  get,  and  that  the  population  now 
here  is  a  permanent  one;  and  that  whatever 
growth  the  Church  may  now  have  will  be  a 
more  permanent  growth  than  any  increase  of 


past;  and  every  succeeding  year  will 


give  permanency  and  force  to  all  the  interests  ! 
of  our  mountain  home.  We  need  more  min¬ 
isterial  help;  and  hope  that  Bishop  Ames  may 
be  able  to  secure  some  young  men  for  our 
work.  There  never  has  been  a  more  favora¬ 
ble  time  to  plant  the  Church  in  Montana  than 
now.  J.  A.  VAN  ANDA, 

Sap’t  Montana  Missions  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 
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ORDINATION  AND  INSTALLATION. 


Messrs  J.  R.  Bussell  and  William  S.  Frack- 
elton  were  ordained  as  evangelists  by  the 
Presbytery  of  Colorado  on  the  15th  of  May. 
The  service  was  held  in  the  First  Presbyterian 
church  of  Denver.  The  opening  services  were’ 
conducted  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  William  T. 
Brown,  An  earnest  and  powerful  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Edwards,  of  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio.  Rev.  E.  P.  Wells  presided  and 


made  the  ordaining  prayer,  and  Rev. 


Sheldon  Jackson  gave  the  charge  to  the  evan¬ 
gelists.  These  young  men  are  under  appoint¬ 
ment  for  Montana  Territory. 


-A/ 


Move  Missionaries  Coming. 

A  private  letter  has  been  received,  stating 
that  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  Superintendent 
of  the  Presbyterian  Mission  for  Colorado, 
New  Mexico,  Montana,  Wyoming  and  Utah, 
is  en  route  to  Helena,  having  left  Corinne  on 
Wednesday  morning  last.  He  is  accompan¬ 
ied  by  three  missionaries  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Key.  Mr. 
Jackson,  we  understand,  to  establish  churches 
in  different  parts  of  the  Territory  as  soon  as 
practicable.  Should  they  arrive  in  time,  Mr. 
Jackson  will  preach  at  the  Broadway  M.  E. 
Church  on  Sunday  evening  next. 


From  the  Herald : 

Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  Superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Presbyterian  Mission  of  the 
Northwestern  Territories,  arrived  last 
night  by  the  overland  coach.  He  is 
accompanied  by  two  Missionaries,  Rev. 
Jas.  R.  Russel,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  and 
I«v.  Wm.  S.  Frackelton,of  Petersburgh 
Ill.  The  former  will  be  stationed  in 
Helena  and  the  latter  in  Gallatin  Val¬ 
ley,  witli  head-quarters  at  Bozeman, 
while  Mr.  Jackson  will  travel  about 
the  Territory  from  place  to  place  in  the 
interests  of  the  Church. 


- - - 


— Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  Superintendent 
of  Presbyterian  missions,  left  by  coach  this 
morning  for  Eastern  Montana,  in  the  interest 
of  his  church.  He  will  stop  at  Springville, 
Radersburg,  Hamilton,  Gallatin  City,  termi¬ 
nating  Ills  trip  in  that  direction  at  Bozeman. 
He  wifi  visit  most  sections  of  the  Territory, 
between  now  and  the  last  of  June,  and  then 
take  his  departure  for  the  States  via  Missouri 
river. 


FllOM  GALLATIN  CITY. 


Grllatin  City,  M.  T.,  June  1st,  1S72. 

♦ 

Editor  of  the  Avant  Courier: 

Improvement  is  the  order  of  the  day  in 
Gallatin  City.  iTnd  the  “kniglfts  of  the  ham¬ 
mer  and  saw”  are  kept  as  busy  as  possible, 
erecting  new  buildings  and  fitting  up  old 
ones,  and  everything  betokens  a  bright  fu¬ 
ture  for  this  place.  The  telegraph  line  to 
this  place  is  now  completed,  and  vve  only 
a  wait  the  arrival  of  the  necessary  instruments 
to  be  connected  with  the  principal  cities  of 
the  world  through  its  aid. 

the  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  t Tie  General 
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> v**iijv«»v  wiv  umucu  tne  privilege  ox 
mingling  with  Christian  workers  at  the  fore¬ 
front,  learning  their  trials  and  wants,  their 
ogress  and  successes,  and  beholding  their 
||thods  of  laying  the  foundations;  the 
privilege  of  looking  over  the  field,  and  gaining 
broader  and  more  intelligent  view,  a  clearer 
^alization  and  deeper  conviction  of  the  vast 
ome  Mission  work  which  the  providence  of 
d  has  devolved  upon  the  Church.  For  to 
thinking  Christian  mind  actual  contact 
th  mission  work  must  furnish  food  for  deep 
refection  and  earnest  thought.  There  is 
added  the  privilege  of  returning  to  eastern 
Church  homes  not  only  with  invigorated 
bodies,  and  pleasant  memories  of  grand 
scenery  and  stirring  adventure,  but  also  with 
souls  all  on  fire  at  the  vast  opportunities  and 

■  _  *  i 

still  greater  possibilities  of  Christian  work, 
even  the  subordinating  to  the  glory  of  God 
and  the  advancement  of  his  Church,  the  de¬ 
veloping  resources,  the  rising  towns  and 
villages,  the  growing  population,  the  increas- 


THE  METHODIST  CMUUCH  BN 
MONTANA. 


A  late  number  of  the  Central  Christian 
Advocate ,  of  St.  Louis,  contains  a  communi¬ 
cation  from  Itcv.  J.  A.  Van  Ancla,  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Methodist  Missions  in  this  Terri¬ 
tory,  in  which  is  imparted  information  of 
much  interest  of  missionary  labor  and  statis¬ 
tical  data  of  the  progress  of  the  M.  E.  church 
in  Montana.  From  the  report  as  furnished 
by  Mr.  Van  Anda  to  the  Advocate.,  we  select 
the  following  extracts: 

“Rev.  A.  M,  Hough  was  the  first  regularly 
appointed  missionary,,  and  began  liis  labor  in 
Virginia  City  (Alder  Gulch)  in  1864,  continu¬ 
ing  one  year  at  that  place,  building  a  com¬ 
modious  ‘log  church,’  and  forming  a  class, 
and  having  a  large  congregation.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  he,  with  a  large  portion  of  his 
membership,  went  to  Helena,  where  another 
log  church  was  built,  and  soon  after  prepara¬ 
tions  were  made  to  build  a  frame  church, 
which  was  completed  in  1869,  under  the  labors 
of  Rev.  Geo.  Comfort.  Meanwhile,  at  Boze¬ 
man,  in  the  Gallatin  Valley,  a  church  was 
built  by  Rev.  W.  W.  Alderson,  local  preach¬ 
er;  and  a  Rev.  Mr.  King,  raised  $3,000  and 
erected  a  church  in  Virginia  City,  and  mys- 
ing  wealtli  and  influence,  and  the  intensifying  teriously  disappeared,  leaving  a  small  debt 


energies  of  the  West. 

Come,  then,  and  visit  the  fields  you  have 
so  often  prayed  for,  and  the  churches  which 
your  money  has  planted  and  sustained.  Come,, 
and  worship  in  the  houses  you  have  so  largely 
assisted  in  building.  Come,  search  out  the 
land,  and  find  new  places  where  you  may 
plant  a  church  and  build  a  house  to  the  Lord, 
which  he  shall  take  pleasure  in  and  make  the 
birth  place  of  souls. 

The  unusual  abundance  of  snow  will  add 
largely  to  the  pleasure  of  visiting  the  moun¬ 
tains  this  season.  The  most  favorable  time 
is  from  the  middle  of  July  to  the  middle  of 
September.  The  most  favorable  route  for 
reaching  Colorado  from  the  East  is  by  the 
Chicago,  Burlington,  and  Missouri  River 
Railroad,  and  the  Union  and  Denver  Pacific 
Railways.  The  coaches  of  the  Colorado  Stage 
-Company  run  to  all  the  principal  points  of 
the  mountains. 

Presbyterian  ministers  and  their  families  I 
“.can  secure  reduced  rates  over  the  Union 
Pacific  Railway  by  addressing  me  at  Denver, 


upon  the  building,  and  a  year  afterward  the 
church  fell  Into  the  hands  of  Bishop  Tuttle, 
of  the  Episcopal  church,  by  some  very  un¬ 
fortunate  management.  From  1864  to  *1868, 
the  whole  membership,  as  shown  by  the 
records,  was  73 ;  but.  during  this  time  there 
had  removed,  by  letter  .and  otherwise,  the 
number  of  47,  leaving  in  1868  but  26  mem¬ 
bers.  Rev.  A.  M.  Hough  at  this  time  retired 
from  the  mission,  locating  in  California,  and 
then  was  left  Rev.  Geo.  Comfort,  alone,  for 
the  whole  work.  1 

“The  work  was  prosecuted  from  1868  to 
1869  by  Rev.  Mr.  Comfort,  alone,  with  aid 
from  local  preachers,  and  was  successful  in 
completing  during  this  year,  the  church  at 
Helena  and  at  Bozeman,  and  the  membership 
advanced  again  to  69,  with  but  5  removals, 
leaving  55  members. 

.  “In  1869  Rev.  S.  G.  Lathrop  arrived  as 
superintendent  of  the  mission,  and  labor  was 
prosecuted  vigorously.  The  church  in  Helena 
at  this  time  was  $1,220  in  debt.  The  parson¬ 
age  was  small.  During  this  period  there  were 
additions  made  to  the  parsonage  at  a  cost  of 
about  $1100,  and  a  loan  secured  from  the 
Church  extension  Society  of  $1,000  at  8  per 
cent,  per  annum,  relieving  the  Trustees  of 
interest  at  2  per  cent.,  per  month  on  $1,000. 
In  the  sprint  of  1870  I  came  to  the  Territory 
and  located  for  five  months  at  Virginia  City, 
when  I  succeeded  in  organizing  a  class  of  13 


Colorado.  Being  away  from  home  much  of  members;  also,  at  Sheridan,*  a  class  of  9 

'  members,  when  that  work  was  placed  under 


the  time,  application  should  be  made  some 
weeks  in  advance.  Sheldon  Jackson. 


the  care  of  Rev.  Hugh  Duncan,  and  I  went  to 
Bozeman  and  organized  a  class  of  9  persons. 
Rev.  T.  C.  Iliff  came  to  the  Territory  in  the 
spring  of  1871,  and  remained  in  Helena  until 
fall,  and  then  located  in  Missoula.  In  the 
fall  of  1870,  Rev.  Geo.  Comfort  returned  to 
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PiiKSBYTERTAx  Churck.- Rev.  Shel¬ 
don  Jackson,  Superintendent  of  Pres¬ 
byterian  Missions,  in  his  progress  thro’  \ 
the  Territory  has  organized  churches 
at  Gallatin  City,  Hamilton,  Bozeman, 
Virginia  ' City  and  Deer  Lodge.  The 
Church  in  this  city  was  organized  on 
Sabbath  last.  Messrs.  Thos.  Aspling 
and  W  .  E.  Smith  were  chosen  Ruling 
Elders  and  Messrs.  Miller  and  Smith 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  make 
arrangements  for  services.  Rev.  J.  R. 
Russell,  a  minister  of  culture  and 
ability  will,  for  the  present,  preach  on 
alternate  Sundays  at  Deer  Lodge  and 
Helena. 


- 


©aviate  Services  Yesterday. 

The  Broadway  M.  E.  Church  was  filled  to 
its  utmost  capacity,  last  evening,  by  a  highly 
intelligent  audience,  to  listen  to  Rev.  Sheldon 
1  Jackson,  who  preached  a  most  excellent  ser¬ 
mon.  Mr.  Jackson  has  just  returned  from 
an  extended .  tour  through  the  Territory,  and 
we  are  pleased  to  know  that  he  has  been  suc¬ 
cessful  in  organizing  churches.  The  In¬ 
dependent  says:  “The  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson, 
Superintendent  of  the  Presbyterian  Missions 
for  Montana,  preached  in  the  Court  House 
last  Sunday  evening.  The  house  was  filled 
with  attentive  listeners,  who  were  well  pleased 
with  the  sermon.  Indeed,  wTe  have  seldom 
seen  an  audience  evince  a  greater  interest  in 
a  religious  service.  The  Rev.  gentleman  will 
be  certain  to  meet  a  hearty  welcome  wlien- 
ever  he  maj^  find  it  convenient  to  visit  us. 


Rev.  Sheldon  Jnekson,  L*16  Super- 

jntei ’dent  of  Missions  of  thfc'  Presbyter¬ 
ian  cii  urc*b  several  of  the  Territories, 

(inQ-  who'  is  novr  niHkiuK  ari  .extent,JV* 

tour  of  M<.'Dlana.  l",idoar  town  a 
this  week.  and  delivered  a  very  a  bl« 

Acourst  to  o  «  P«opl«  o«  W.dowd.j' 

evening. 

Mr.  Jackson  ia' 
one  whom,  from  .’is'emn*  to  his  die. 

curse  we  beiitve  i»‘  '"!il  t0 

fill  the  arduous  aatl  .respooeible  post-  I 

tion  to  which  hia  c,iurct.' 1)113  CBlled  him. 

He  organized  a  society  he.  e  with  5.r.  J. 

£  r,  ■  u  -  pr  *nd  returned 
(J.  Cunaingbam  as  emeii 

to  Helena  by  Friday  morv'd°R  s  coach. 


an  able  cam  and 
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'TSio  IPresbytcry  of  Montana.. 

Three  years  ago,  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson, 
Superintendent  of  Domestic  Missions  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  territories,  par¬ 
tially  organized  a  church  in  Helena,  and 
promised  them  a  minister.  Several  men  have 
been  under  appointment  during  tki3  time,  but 
circumstances  which  he  could  not  control  have 
until  recently  prevented  hi3  sending  them. 
About  three  weeks  since,  be  arrived  in  Mon¬ 
tana  with  two  other  ministers,  to  establish 
churches  at  the  most  important  points.  Since 
his  arrival  he  has  visited  every  place  of  im¬ 
portance  in  the  Territory.  On  Saturday  he 
arrived  here  from  Missoula,  and  in  the  even¬ 
ing  met  in  the  Court  House  those  interested 
in  the  organization  of  a  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Helena.  Quite  a  number  were  present  and 
an  organization  was  completed.  Messrs.  Jno. 
E.  Pyle  and  A.  T.  Williams  were  elected 
elders,  and  Messrs.  R.  E.  Fisk  and  A.  M. 
Walker,  temporary  trustees. 


— The  Presbytery  of  Montana  will  meet 
and  organize  this  evening  at  llic  Court  House. 

I  The  Presbytery  numbers  si-x  ministers  and 
nine  churches.  The  opening  lecture  will  be 
delivered  by  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson.  The 
public  are  invited  to  attend. 

— Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  Superintendent 
of  Presbyterian  Missions,  in  his  progress 
]  through  the  Territory  has  organized  churches 
at  Gallatin  City,  Bozeman,  Virginia  City,  and 
Deer  Lodge.  Rev.  J.  R.  Russell  will,  for 
the  present,  preach  on  alternate  Sundays  at 
Deer  Lodge  and  Helena. 

—=*S2»  ►*■•■63®*“- - 


On  Sunday  morning  Mr.  Jackson  preached 
an  able  sermon,  in  the  M.  E.  Church,  to  a 
large  audience;  at  4  o’clock  p.  m.  he  adminis¬ 
tered  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper;  in 
the  evening  he  delivered  a  discourse  on 
“The  Church— The  True  Reform  Power  of 
the  World.” 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  United  States,  at  its  recent 
meeting  in  Detroit,  formed  the  Presbyterian 
Ministers,  of  Montana  and  Utah,  into  a 
presbytery  called  “The  Presbytery  of  Mon¬ 
tana.”  This  presbytery  held  its  first 
meeting  in  the  Court  House  last  evening,  and 
was  opened  with  a  lecture  on  “The  Firey 
LmrioV-  qyfrglBi Mil, II  M  l  ,  — 
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E»ro  ceed.i3i»s  off  viie  Presbytery  off  Moil - 

tana. 

In  accordance  with  the  enactment  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
the  Presbytery  of  Montana  met  at  the  Court 
House,  in  Helena,  June  17th,  1872,  at  8  p.  m., 
and  was  opened  with  a  sermon  by  the  Mod¬ 
erator,  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson.  After  the 
sermon  the  Presbytery  adjourned  to  meet  on 
the  next  morning,  and  then  closed  with  a 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  W.  S.  Frackelton. 

Tuesday,  June  18.-^Tlie  Presbytery  met 
at  the  International  Hotel  pursuant  to  its  ad¬ 
journment,  and  was  openc^  with  prayer. 
After  the  making  out  of  the  roll,  Rev.  Shel¬ 
don  Jackson  was  elected  Moderator,  and 
Rev.  J.  R.  Russel  as  Stated  Clerk. 

Mr.  Jackson  reported  the  organization  of 
the  following  churches : 

May  30,  Gallatin  City,  Issac  A.  Dick  ruling 
elder. 

June  2,  Bozeman,  J.  H.  Taylor  ruling 
elder. 

June  3,  Hamilton,  J.  J.  Davidson  elder. 

June  5,  Virginia  City,  Wm.  H.  Rodgers 
elder. 

June  9,  Deer  Lodge,  Tlios.  Aspling  and  J. 
E.  Smith  elders. 

June  12,  Missoula,  J.  W.  Cunningham  elder. 

June  16,  Helena,  John  E.  Pyle  and  A.  T. 
Will  iams  elders. 

On  motion,  the  churches  were  enrolled. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Home  Missions. — Rev.  L,  R.  Crittenden  and 
Elder  Hardenbrook. 

Church  Erection. — Rev.  W.  S.  Frackelton 
and  Elder  J.  H.  Taylor. 

Publication. — Rev.  Josiah  Welch  and  Elder 
Osburne. 

Education. — Rev.  J.  R.  Russel  and  Elder 
A.  T.  Williams. 

It  was  moved  and  carried — 

First.  That  each  church  in  the  Presbytery 
k  be  enjoined  to  adopt  and  put  ipto  execution 
jf  as  soon  as  possible,  some  plan  of  systematic 
benevolence,  (the  envelope,  or  otherwise,)  as 
seems  best  under  the  circumstances, 

Second.  That  each  church  be  required  to 
take  up  an  annual  collection  for  each  of  the 
Boards  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson  was  appointed  a 
committee  to  prepare  an  order  of  exercises 
for  Presbyterial  meetings. 

■  Salt  Lake  City  was  chosen  as  the  place  for 
the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  in 
September,  1872,  and  Bozeman  as  the  place 
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for  the  next  annual  meeting,  to  commence  on 
the  third  Friday  in  February,  1873,  and  be 
opened  with  a  sermon  by  Rev.  J.  R.  Russel. 

The  Presbytery  adjourned,  with  prayer  by 
Rev.  J.  R.  Russel. 

I  RECEPTION. 

In  the  evening  a  reception  was  given 
the  Presbytery  at  the  residence  of  Hon. 
R.  E.  Fiske,  editor  of  the  Helena  Herald, 
The  large  number  in  attendance— the 
rejoicing  of  Christian  hearts  at  the  pos¬ 
session  of  church  privileges  from  which 
they  had  been  long  separated — and  the 
enthusiasm  begotten  by  the  unexpected 
strength  of  Presbyterianism  in  the  com- 
munity,  made  the  evening  one  which 
will  not  soon  be  forgotten  by  those  priv¬ 
ileged  to  be  present. 


In  the  Helena,  Mon. , Herald,  June  1 7, 
we  find  a  warm  acknowledgment  of 
the  services  of  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson 
in  Montana.  This  gentleman  was  ef- 
iicient  in  Colorado  and  tries  to  do  good 
wherever  he  goes.  He  holds  the  posi- 
(10U  of  Superintendent  of  Presbyteri¬ 
an  Missions  for  most  of  tjie  Territo- 


MONTANA. 
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Helena,  May  27,  1872. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Interior:  The 
advance  guard  of  Presbyterians  under  the 
leadership  of  that  veteran  pioneer  for  Pres¬ 
byterianism  in  the  Western  territories 
have  reached  here  after  five  days  and  four 
nights  staging  from  Corinne,  part  of  the 
time  in  lumber  wagons  and  sometimes 
walking.  The  prospects  for  work  are 
good,  the  field  ready  and  the  people  be¬ 
longing  to  our  church  in  the  states  gladly 
extend  their  welcome  to  come  in  and  pos¬ 
sess  the  field  for  Christ.  Rev.  Russel  re¬ 
mains  at  Helena.  To-morrow  Rev.  krack- 
elton  pushes  on  southward  to  Bozeman 
and  the  Gallatin  valley.  The  day  follow¬ 
ing,  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson  goes  to  Gallatin 
city.  The  church  organized  here  some 
three  years  since  will  have  to  be  reorgan¬ 
ized,  but  this  will  be  done  without 
much  difficulty.  During  this  year,  the 
Methodist  Church  South  have  sent  in  seme 
ten  missionaries  into  this  field,  and 
the  Methodist  Church  North  have  sent 


with  the  work  and  services  of  Brother  Shel¬ 
don  Jackson,  Superintendent,  of  Missions:  in 
the  large  and  interesting  field  over  which 
he  is  placed,  and  particularly  over  that  with¬ 
in  the  bounds  of  our  Presbytery.  We  take 
pleasure  in  endorsing  his  work  and  hereby 
tender  our  thanks  for  the  timely  assistance 
which  he  has  been  instrumental  in  giving  to 
our  weak  and  struggling  churches,'  his  care- 
ful  oversight  and  watchfulness,  his  untiring 
I  zeal,  encouragement  and  judicious  counsel  to 
our  ministers  and  people;  and  further,  we 
recommend  teat  he  be  re-appointed  Super- 
j  intendent  of  Missions  for  the  same  field,  for 
the  ensuing  veaiv* 

The  following  resolution  of  thanks  was 
also  adopted : 

“The  Presbytery  of  Wyoming,  in  session  at 
Laramie,  February  3d  1872,  rejoicing  with 
the  Union  Presbyterian  Church  <  f  Laramie 
in  the  completion  ol  their  beautiful  house  of 
worship  ;  and  being  thus  forcibly  reminded 
of  the  warm  Christian  sympathy  and  gener¬ 
ous  assistance  that  has  enabled  this  and 
other  of  its.  weak  churches  to  secure  such 
neat  and  comfortable  buildings,  would  take 
the  occasion  of  its  first  annual  meeting  to 
express  the  thanks  of  the  Presbytery  to  Mrs. 
Daniel  Parish,  of  New  York,  for  her  large 
donation  to  the  church  at  Laramie  ;  to  The 
Piftgers  Ntreet  Presbyterian  Church,  of  New 
York  City,  for  their  substantial  assistance  to 
the  church  at  Cheyenne  ;  to  il/rs.  William  E. 
J/orris  and  friends,  of  Philadelphia,  for  the 
chapel  at  Pawlin  /Springs;  to  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  Elmira,  New  York, 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Yorktown.N.  Y., 
andC.  W.  /Smith,  Esq.,  lor  their  generous  as¬ 
sistance  to  the  church  at  Greeley,  Colorado; 
and  to  the  Board  of  Church  Erection  for 
their  timely  and  efficient  help  in  all  our 
church  enterprises.’’ 


FIRST  MEETING  OF  PRESBYTER  V. 

The  Presbytery  in et  in  the  basement  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  in  Denver,  at  71  P.  M., 
February,  18th  1870,  and  was  opened  with  a 
sermon  by  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson.  The  roll 
was  then  made  out  as  follows  ;  Ministers 
A.  R.  Day,  0.  M.  Campbell,  Sheldon  Jackson, 
fl- 1  •  1  eck,  and  W  m.  G.  Kephart.  Churches, 
First  Church  of  Denver,  corner  of  H  and 
Stout  Street,  (Fame  changed  to  "Westminis¬ 
ter.)  Boulder  Valley,  Upper  St.  Vrain. 
Black  Hawk,  Cheyenne,  Laramie,  Rawlings 
and  Helena. 

Rev.  Lewis  Hamilton  was  received  by  let¬ 
ter  from  the  Presbytery  of  St.  Joseph,  "'(New 
School)  and  made  Moderator  of  the  Presby¬ 
tery.  Rev.  A.  R,  Day,  stated  clerk. 


RECONSTRUCTION. 


Dnder  the  reconstruction  of  the  Synods  by 
the  General  Assembly  in  session  at  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Pa.  May,  19th  1870,  the  churches  in 
Wyoming  were  left  in  the  Synod  of  Southern 
Iowa,  the  churches  in  Colorado  were  placed 
in  the  Syno  1  of  Kansas,  the  church  in  XTtah 
in  the  Synod  of  the  Pacific,  and  the  church 
in  Montana  left  out  in  the  cold. 

The  Synod  of  Kansas  in  session  at  Topeka. 
Ka.,  July,  12th  1870,  in  the  reconstruction 
oi  the  Presbyteries  declared  t lie  Presbytery 
of  Colorado  to  be  the  legal  successor  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Colorado.  Ministers  Sheldon 
Jackson,  Lewis  Hamilton,  A.  R.  Day,  C.  M, 
Campbell,  Geo.  P  Adams  and  George  Rice. 
Churches,  Westminster.  Denver,  (late  First 
’  church,  Denver,)  Boulder  Valley,  Upper  St. 
V rain,  Black  Hawk,  Idaho,  Colorado,  Pueblo, 
Georgetown  and  Golden. — 


u 


PRESBYTERY  OF  COLORADO. 


Rise  and  Progress  of  Presbyterianism  in  Colorado 
Territory ,  from  1859  to  March  1870  by.  lice. 
A.  11.  Pay ,  stated  clerk  and  Historian  of 
Presbytery ,  Approved  by  Presbytery.  March 
1872. 


Unanimous  action  of  Presbytery,  at  the 
annual  spring  meeting,  1871: 

“Resolved.  That  we  most  cordially  bear  our 


ORGANIZATION  ttF  PRESBYTERY. 


The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  the  United  States,  (Old  Sohool.) 
in  session  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa  ,  November, 
1869. 

“ Resolved ,  That  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Harding, 
of  the  Presbytery  of  St.  Paul,  Rev.  H.  P. 
Peck,  of  the  Presbytery  of  Chieqgo,  the  Rev. 
SheldonJJacksou,  of  the  Pres  by  (Pry  of  South¬ 
ern  Minnesota,  the  Rev.  C.  M.Ylampbell,  of 
the  Presbytery  of  Allegheny  C>|y,  the  Rev. 
A.  R.  Day,  of  the  Presbytery  oi^  Dane,  and 
such  other  minister  of  our  ehurqby  as  may 
be  in  the  Territories  ofCalorado,  Utah,  Mon- 
Yana,  and  Wyoming,  be  organised  into-  a 
Presbytery,  to  be  called  the  Presbytery  of 
Colorado,  and  attached  to  the  %nod  of, 
Southern  Iowa.” 


united  testimony  to  the  efficiency,  activity, 
zeal  and  Christian  devotion  of  Rev.  Sheldon 
Jackson,  in  the  great  work  in  which  he  is 
engaged,  and  to  his  eminent  fitness  for  the 
same.  And  we  do  most  respectfully,  but 
earnestly  pray  the  Board  of  Home  Missions 
to  continue  his  commission  to  this  vast  field, 
where  he  has  so  successfully  labored." 


Si. 
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And  now  to  day  as  we  gather  together,  a 
little  band  of  christain  ministers,  and 
churches,  organized  into  the,  Presbytery  of 
Colorado,  under  the  authority  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  our  church,  our  hearts  can  but 
overflow  with  joy.  As  we  recount  the  mer¬ 
cies  of  our  God,  in  keeping  us  through  all 
these  years  of  toil  and  weariness,  while •  -kyp 
ing  the  foundations  of  our  Zion,  let  us  join 
in  that  good  doxology,  wherein  the  worship 
of  heaven  and  earth  is  blended  and  sav  : 


“Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings  flow, 
Praise  him  all  creatures  here  below, 
Praise  him  altcve  ye  heavenly  hosts, 
Praise  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost.” 


US 


For  the  Presbyterian. 

SYNOD  OF  COLORADO. 

HIGH-CHURCH  PRESBYTERIANISM. 


How  high?  From  five  to  ten  thousand  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea — the  highest  body 
of  Presbyterian  churches  in  the  world.  And 
the  youngest  is  the  highest. 

Cariboo,  with  an  altitude  of  ten  thousand 
feet  or  over,  is  pre-eminently  the  highest  of 
all. 

To  the  south  of  it  are  grouped  the  churches 
of  Central,  Black  Hawk,  Idaho  Spa,  and 
Georgetown,  with  an  average  elevation  of  over 
eight  thousand  feet,  or  one  and  a  half  miles 
skyward.  It  was  in  passing  from  one  of  these 
churches  to  another  last  winter  that  one  of 
our  ministers  got  lost  in  the  clouds.  These 
are  the  churches  in  the  “  hill  country.” 

Descending  to  the  plains,  we  find  church" 
es  as  at  Santa  Fe,  Pueblo,  Denver,  Gree¬ 
ley,  Cheyenne,  Laramie,  and  other  places, 
averaging  an  elevation  of  one  mile.  And  but 
little  lower  is  our  church  upon  the  banks  of 
the  Jordan,  (Salt  Lake  City,)  or  on  the  plains 
bc37ond  Corirme,  or  those  in  beautiful  Mon¬ 
tana.  Indeed,  the  average  elevation  of  the 
twenty-five  churches  of  the  Synod  is  six  thou¬ 
sand  one  hundred  and  forty-s’x  feet.  It  was 
considered  a  great  undertaking  for  scientific 
men  to  spend  a  winter  upon  Mount  Washing¬ 
ton,  but  here  is  a  whole  body  of  men  regularly 
preaching  the  gospel  at  places  as  high  as  the 
“ Tip-top  House.” 

“How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are 
the  feet  of  him  that  bringeth  good  tidings, 
..  .  .  that  publisheth  salvation.” 

BROAD  CHURCH  SYNOD. 

It  is  broad  territorially,  being  fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  miles  long  by  atf  average  width  of  three 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  miles.  It  extends 
along  the  Iiocky  Mountains  from  the  British 
possessions  on  the  north  to  Old  Mexico  on  the 
south.  It  separates  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
Church  from  the  western,  the  Atlantic  slope 
and  Mississippi  Valley  from  the  Pacific 
slope. 

It  covers  551,830  square  miles,  an  area 
equal  in  extent  to  that  covered  by  twenty- 
seven  out  of  the  thirty- three  Synods  of  the 
Church  in  the  United  States.  It  covers  as 
many  acres  and  has  as  many  resources  for 
sustaining  a  large  population  as  the  ground 
now  occupied  by  the  428,814  communicants 
out  of  the  455,378  in  connection  with  the 


i  General  Assembly. 

This  shows  that  these  twenty-five  frontier 
churches,  in  the  growing  population  and 
developing  resources  of  this  new  land,  have 
room  to  multiply  into  four  thousand  churches, 
and  these  score  of  frontier  missionaries,  now 
moulding  for  Jesus  the  forming  public  senti¬ 
ment  of  this  mountain  empire,  are  opening 
the  way  where,  in  the  same  territorial  area, 
four  thousand  Presbyterian  ministers  may  yet 
labor,  and  still  not  crowd  one  another  more 
than  is  now  done  east  of  the  Missouri  river. 
Truly  “  there  remaineth  yet  very  much  land 
to  be  possessed.  Let  us  go  up  at  once  and 
possess  it,  for  we  are  well  able.” 

PAN-  PRESBYTERIANISM. 

Here  is  a  practical  union  of  all  the  Presby¬ 
terian  elements.  The  churches  of  the  Synod 
unite  in  their  membership  representatives 
from  the  score  or  more  of  Presbyterian  bodies ; 
and  the  majority  of  the  ministers  of  these 
various  brandies,  so  far  as  they  have  removed 
to  the  Territories,  have  identified  themselves 
with  the  Synod. 

.  ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  PRESBYTERIAN. 

Th  is  monthly  newspaper  is  established — 

“  To  bring  the  Presbyterians  of  the  Territories, 
with  their  common  interests  and  experience, 
into  closer  sympathy  with  one  another  and 
with  their  Church.  To  foster  their  love  for 
the  Church  of  their  fathers  and  their  choice, 
and  create  an  esprit  dc  corps  in  Church  work. 
To  assist  families  and  communities  in  securing 
religious  privileges,  to  plant  and  strengthen 
gospel  institutions,  and  advance  the  interests 
of  Christ’s  kingdom  through  the  instrumen¬ 
tality  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  To  assist 
in  moulding  the  public  sentiment  a  pre¬ 
empting  the  land  for  Christ  and  Presbyte¬ 
rianism.”  Presbyterians  in  the  older  sections 
of  the  Church  wishing  to  assist  in  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  this  paper,  or  keep  themselves 
informed  of  the  progress  of  Church  work  iu 
this  frontier  Synod,  are  invited  to  become 
subscribers.  Terms,  in  advance,  50  cents  a 
year.  Address  Rocky  Mountain  Presbyterian , 
Denver,  Colorado. 

SUMMER  EXCURSION. 

All  tourists  who  mve  the  Presbyterian  Zion 
will  meet  a  warm  welcome  in  the  Synod  of 
Colorado.  Here  they  can  combine  pleasure 
and  profit  To  the  great  attractions  of  wild 
and  varied  mountain  scenery  and  health- 
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two.  The  favorable  prospects  for  soon 
having  railroad  facilities  are  having  a  very 
beneficial  effect  upon  the  commercial  in¬ 
terests  of  the  territory,  and  causing  things 
to  brighten  very  much.  The  cost  of  living 
is  very  high  as  yet,  but  ere  long  will  be  re¬ 
duced. 

Helena  is  a  city  of  about  8,000  inhabi¬ 
tants  lying  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains 
with  a  beautiful  valley  running  up  amongst 
the  hills  for  about  forty  miles.  Back  of 
the  city,  about  four  miles,  lie  the  quartz 
mining  interests,  whilst  at  the  foot  are  the 
placer  diggings ;  these  latter  are  mostly 
worked  by  Chinamen,  who  are  here  in  large 
numbers.  We  probably  will  have  a  church 
organization  at  this  place  of  from  twenty- 
live  to  thirty  members.  There  is  an  im¬ 
mense  amount  of  work  to  be  done  as  those 
who  have  once  belonged  to  the  church  in 
the  states  have  grown  cold  and  careless  to 
such  a  degree  that  nothing  but  the  spirit  of 
God  can  awake  them  from  their  lethargic 
state.  These  brethren  in  the  mountains 
need  your  prayers  and  sympathies  ;  with¬ 
hold  them  not.  We  hope  that  ere  many 
weeks  you  may  be  able  to  chronicle  the 
laying  of  the  foundations  of  several  church 
societies  in  this  out-of-the-way  corner  of 
the  Master’s  vineyard.  The  Bey.  Sheldon 

Jackson  will  remain  in  the  Territory,  prob¬ 
ably,  about  six  weeks,  and  ere  he  leaves 
the  probabilites  are  that  the  presbytery  of 
Montana  will  be  organized,  providing  the 
Assembly  pass  favorably  upon  the  overture 
laid  before  them  asking  for  authority. 


* 


THE  CAMPAIGN  IN 
TANA. 


MON 


According  to  the  order  of  the  late  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly,  the  presbytery  of  Montana 
has  been  formed,  and  takes  its  place 
amongst  her  sisters,  the  youngest  of  them 
all.  Nestled  amongst  the  rocky  fastnesses 
of  the  mountains  on  our  western  border, 
she  commences  her  labors  with  six  minis¬ 
ters  and  nine  churches.  Seven  of  these 
churches  were  organized  within  the  past 
few  weeks  through  the  indefatigable  labors 
of  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  so  well  known 
to  Presbyterians  every  where  as  the  pio¬ 
neer  of  the  church  upon  the  frontiers. 
Although  but  few  were  present  at  this 
first  meeting,  yet  a  hearty  kind  of  Chris¬ 
tian  sympathy  bound  them  together  in 
Christian  love  and  zeal  for  the  Master. 
As  yet,  but  two  missionaries  have  reached 
the  field ;  the  others  follows  in  a  few  weeks. 
Every  where  the  people  hail  with  glad¬ 
ness  this  vanguard  of  Presbyterianism. 


Many  have  been  waiting,  praying,  hop¬ 
ing  against  hope  for  the  day  to  come  when 
the  board  of  their  own  loved  church  would 
send  to  them  some  one  to  break  the  bread 
of  life;  when  they  could  hear  the  story  of 
the  cross  from  the  lips  of  a  minister  of 
their  childhood’s  church.  When  the  news 
came  they  gave  heartfelt  thanks  to  God  for 
his  goodness. 

Now  for  a  word  concerning  the  churches 
and  locations  in  the  famous  Gallatin  valley. 

GALLATIN  CITY  CHURCH 

is  in  a  little  village  of  that  name,  situated 
in  the  three  forks  between  the  Jefferson 
and  the  Gallatin  rivers  which  here  flow 
together,  making  the  great  Missouri. 
The  valley  of  the  Madison  stretches  away 
to  the  southward  amongst  the  Rocky  foot 
hills  of  the  larger  mountains  of  the  range 
bearing  this  same  title.  Here  has  been 
raised  the  standard  of  Kinglmmanuel  with 
a  church  of  five  members,  having  as  elder 
one  who  for  many  years  filled  the  same 
place  in  his  home  church  back  in  the 
“  States.”  A  congregation  numbering  be¬ 
tween  forty  and  fifty  gather  as  often  as  the 
Lord  give  them  the  opportunity  so  to  do. 

Coming  up  the  Gallatin  river  about 
eighteen  miles  we  find  another  congrega¬ 
tion  at 

HAMILTON, 

a  little  village  in  the  midst  of  a  fertile  val¬ 
ley,  where  we  have  a  church  with  Mr.  J.  J~ 
Davidson  as  elder.  He,  also,  like  Mr. 
Dick,  of  Gallatin  city,  occupied  a  seat  upon 
the  elders’  bench  when  in  the  States.  Here- 
we  have  a  congregation  of  about  thirty,, 
who  as  anxiously  as  the  brethren  and  sis¬ 
ters  down  the  valley,  gather  to  hear  the 
glad  news  of  man’s  redemption. 

Coming  up  to  the  head  of  the  valley,  we 

now  reach 

BOZEMAN, 

the  main  point.  Here  lies  a  beautiful  lit¬ 
tle  village,  of  about  800  inhabitants,  at  the- 
mouth  of  Bozeman  Pass,  through  which 
before  long  we  expect  to  see  coming  the 
engines  and  trains  of  the  Union  Pacific 
railroad.  It  is  destined  -to  be  a  city  of 
considerable  size,  as  from  this  point  the 
excursionists  will  make  their  start  for  tho 
lately-discovered  wonders  of  the  ^  ellow- 
stone,  where  the  government  has  laid  out 
the  national  park.  Here  we  have  a 
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church  numbering  eight,  with  Mr.  J.  H. 
Taylor,  formerly  of  Canton,  New  York,  as- 
elder.  A  more  beautiful  location  for  a 
city  could  scarcely  be  imagined  than  this 
one.  Away  off  northward  and  westward 
stretches  the  valley  of  Gallatin,  hemmed 
in  by  the  towering  peaks  of  the  mountains,, 
now  covered  with  snow,  4,000  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea.  A  brook,  clear  and 
cool,  flowing  from  its  mountain  home 
passes  through  the  midst  of  the  village. 

In  this  Arcadia  the  banner  of  Jesus  has 
been  thrown  to  the  breeze. 

Our  greatest  want  is  a  suitable  place  to- 
worship.  By  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Rouser, 
we  have  been  given  the  choice  of  any 
two  lots  in  his  addition  to  the  town  upom 
which  to  build;  and  were  the  people  able, 
we  would  commence  the  erection  of  a  house 
to  the  praise  of  God  immediately.  Here 
our  congregation  numbers  about  125.  This- 
is  a  very  important  point,  and  it  will  take 
about  $3,000  to  erect  a  suitable  church,  as 
labor  and  material  are  more  costly  in  this 
than  in  any  other  of  the  territories.  We- 
can  probably  raise  $1,000  of  this  amount. 

I  ourselves.  Can  not  some  of  the  churches- 
to  whom  God  has  granted  an  abundance, 
aid  us  of  the  mountain  in  obtaining  a 
house  in  which  to  worship  Him?  Surely 
no  greater  monument,  no  more  enduring 
memorial  can  be  erected  than  a  house  to 
shelter  God’s  people  from  the  storms  of 
the  world.  Any  information  that  any 
one  wishes  upon  this  subject,  will  be 
gladly  given. 

Near  here  is  also  Fort  Ellis,  where 
four  companies  of  Uncle  Sam’s  guardians 
are  stationed  to  watch  over  the  interests 
of  his  untutored  children,  the  red  men  of 
the  mountains.  These,  too,  will  naturally 
join  the  congregation  at  this  place. 

Many  new  settlers  are  coming  m,  yet 
there  is  room  for  many  more.  The  people 
soon  amass  a  competency.’  The  p’eople 
are  intelligent,  industrious,  hospitable, 
and  kind,  and  all  now  needed  to  make 
them  a  happy  people  is  for  the  grace 
of  Christ  to  come  in  and  take  full  pos¬ 
session  of  their  hearts. 

W.  S.  FitACKELTON. 

Bozeman,  June  25,  1872. 


HOME  MISSIONS. 

Montana. 

Messrs.  Editors — By  this  time,  no  doubt, 
many  have  found  out  the  location  of  this  com¬ 
paratively  unknown  Territory. 

Rich  in  mineral  resources  of  untold  value, 
hid  in  the  bosom  of  its  Rocky  Mountain 
peaks,  traversed  by  many  clear  running 
streams,  lined  with  numberless  cottonwoods 
and  willows,  whilst  for  miles  on  either  side 
stretch  valleys  covered  with  rich  verdure  of 
bunch  grass,  the  like  of  which  for  nourishing 
properties  is  unknown  even  in  the  famous 
blue  grass  region  of  Kentucky.  Scantily  pop¬ 
ulated,  yet  it  is  daily  increasing  by  accessions 
of  the  very  bone  and  sinew  from  the  States. 
For  here  it  is  that  the  jmung  men  of  the  East, 
finding  themselves  restricted  at  home  by  old 
customs  and  landmarks,  as  well  as  by  the  re¬ 
straints  of  family  ties,  come  to  better  their 
fortunes,  or  to  make  for  themselves  a  name  in 
the  world.  Here,  amidst  towering  peaks 
clad  in  snow,  with  sides  rugged  and  furrowed 
like  an  old  man’s  cheek  with  age,  with 
rocks  peeping  out  from  all  parts  of  its  sides, 
out  of  which,  now  and  then,  there  grows  a 
clump  of  fir  or  pine  trees,  and  now  and  then 
a  lovely  cedar,  to  add  beauty  to  the  wildness 
of  the  scene,  have  been  gathered  a  few  pray¬ 
ing  bands  of  Christians  into  churches,  once 
more  to  send  to  heaven  their  songs  of  thanks¬ 
giving  and  their  petitions  for  blessings,  under 
the  standard  which  in  their  old  homes  they 
had  loved  so  well,  but  which  in  their  new 
ones  had  almost  been  forgotten. 

So  far  the  Lord  has  been  gracious  unto  us. 
Praise  be  unto  his  holy  name  for  his  goodness. 

Now  for  some  of  the  difficulties  attending 
the  missionaries’  work. 

To  one  who  has  never  crossed  the  plains,  it 
is  difficult  to  conceive  of  the  trial  attached 
to  the  continuance  of  the  old  home  cus¬ 
tom  of  gathering  all  the  family  together 
at  the  close  of  a  hard  day’s  travel,  when  all 
are  so  tired  that  sleep  seems  the  only  desid¬ 
eratum  to  be  obtained ;  at  this  time  to  take 
God’s  Holy  Word,  real  a  chapter,  then  join 
in  a  hymn  of  praise,  return  thanks  for  the 
many  mercies  showered  down  upon  them  from 
the  hand  of  a  loving  Father  during  the  diy, 
ask  for  his  watchful  care  through  the  night 
hours;  or  again  when  light  has  broken  on:o 
more  upon  the  earth,  to  gather  the  circle  once 
again,  return  thanks  for  the  night’s  protec- 
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l^rfpe l-in lulent  of  tin1  North-western  Mis- 
I  shins  <d  the  Pi esbytcjian  Chinch,  visited 
Gallatin  City,  ami  while  here  organized  the 
first.  PiVshyteriim  Clmrch  in  this  end  of  the  I 
Gallatin  Valley  ;  he  said  that  the  officials  of  j! 
the  N.  I*.  R.  R.  in  New  York  had  informed 
him  that  Gallatin  City  was  one  of  the  sure 
points  in  thi  Territory,  and  then  tore  the 


(dm,  ch.  Since  corning  into  the  valley,  the 
Rev.  S;  Jackson*.  tog<  ther  with  the  Rev.  Mr. 
P  rackel ton.  vtho  remains  at  Bozeman,  in 
char.-v  of  the  mission  in  this  valley,  have  or¬ 
ganized  three  Presbyterian  churches,  viz  • 
one  at  Gallatin  Cirv,  Mr.  I.  Rich  ruling  El¬ 
der  :  one  at  Hamilton.  Mr.  .L  J.  Davidson 
ruling  Elder,  and  the  one  above  mentioned 


Board  of  Missions  determined  to  establish  a  Next's.mdav  morning  the  Rev.  Mr  Fraekel 
Ciunch  l.ere.  He  was  very  well  received  and  to„  wia.  (I).  v.).  preach  at  the  M  E  _ _ _ 


,  ...  r  (,)-  V.).  preach  at  the  M-  E.  Church 

preached  an  eloquent,  sermon,  whirl,  was  hs- 1  liev.-'Me  Bird  having  very  kindly  given  up 


tened  to  try  the  largest  audience  that  I  ever  j  bu  appointment  for  that  purpose  The  Ke 
saw  attend  divine  service  in  Oallatn,  City.  s.  Jaekso,  tendered  the  thanks  nf  ,i,„  i>„.. 


t.  .  .  ,  i cd  the  thanks  of  the  Pres- 

Judge  Gallaher  of  the  Missouri  V  erry  has  byterian  Dnu  edi  to  the  brethren  of  the  othe 

0*Ulie  ^ !  *•«*.  M  nt»W  Pi  tlVl  •  U  «:  •  -  -  ^  UUU 


„e  to  Virginia  City  to  procure  a  new  rope  churches  who  had  so  courteously  given  ,v,v 
•  his  boat,  as  he  expects  consider,  ble  ol  the  wilh  tll,,ir  appointments,  and  had  so  coniiaily 
travel  will  go  Ins  way  tine  season.  1  have  reot,jVe$  amt  welcomed  the  brethren  combi 
•ecu  several  persons  Iron,  Jeiterson  county  t()  work  th4.jr  nii(,st.  Upon  the  whol* 
lately,  and  they  ail  seem  to  trunk  that  the  t|l<!  seI.vices  wer0  well  received  by  the  «sem’ 
.fudge  is  the  man  tor  the  Council  next  session.  bJe(]  congregations,  and  we  are  pleased  to 
and  1  am  sure  that  ll  ability,  la.cnt  and  an  uote  t|lis  additional  fea 
ardent  desire  to  do  good  to  the  vommumty  ment  ail(j  ,.)r()gres, 
are  the  requisite  qualifications*  he  will  nevei  - - — — 


feature  in  our  improve- 


quisne  qu 
be  found  wanting. 

A  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Fair  Association  is  called  tor  next  Saturday 
I  the  8th  i list. .  and  a  full  attendance  is  desired, 
as  important  business  is  to  he  transacted. 

Our  Justice's  Court  has  been  kept  q-uite 
lively*  and  it  seems  as  though  everybody  had 
a  complaint  to  make*  and  were  anxious- to 
have  a  lawsuit  about  it. 

There  is  talk  of  a  new  Hotel  here,  to  be 
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The  several  churches  of  the  city  were  well 
attended  yesterday,  at  both  the  morning  and 
evening  services.  Beside  two  Methodist,  one 
Baptist,  and  one  Catholic  organized  congre- 


„  gations,  Helena  has  an  Episcopal  and  Pres- 

keot  J  T\  Hunt,  Esq.,  and  al  o  of  a  Brewery  ?  ,.  - 

M|n  ,i.  i.  i  bytenan  congregation  m  course  of  orgamza- 


at  the  Hot.bpring. 


Yours  &e.. 


R.  \V.  U. 
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I  ‘reshytkriax. — The  Pi esbyterians  and 
members  of  other  Evatigelieal  Church's 
living  in  and  around  Bozeman  met  in  the 
M.  E.  Church  upon  last  Sabbath  tor  the  pur¬ 
pose  bt  list  (mi  ng  to  a  sermon  from  the  Rev. 
Sheldon  Jackson,  Superintendent  of  Mis¬ 
sions  in  the  North-West,  and  also  tor  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  entering  into  a  church  organization, 
(the  church  being  kindly  granted  for  the 
purpose  by  the  brethren  of  the  Methodist 
Church).  The  Church  was  organized  after 
the  service.  and  Mr.  J.  II.  Taylor  was  elected 


Ruling  Elder.  In  the  evening,  notwith 

striding  the  inch-money  ol  the  weather,  the  j  a  few  appropriate  remarks  to  the  congrega 


lion.  The  Broadway  M.  E.  Church  was 
i  relinquished  yesterday  to  ministers  of  the 
two  latter  denominations — in  the  morning  to 
Rev.  W.  IT.  Stoy,  of  Deer  Ledge,  and  in  the 
evening  to  Rev.  James  R.  Russell,  a  recently 
arrived  missionary  from  the  States.  Both  of 
these  divines  preached  excellent  sermons. 
Mr.  Russell  was  greeted  with  an  unusually 
large  and  attentive  audience,  the  seats  of  the 
commodious  church  edifice  being  entirely 
1  filled.  The  pastor  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
Rev.  Mr.  Van  Anda,  has  evinced  a  liberal 
and  praiseworthy  Christian  spirit  in  sharing 
liis  pulpit  with  co-religious  workers  of  other 
denominations  who  have  newly  come  to-the 
Territory.  He  cordially  welcomed  the  ad¬ 
vent  of  Mr.  Russell,  and  introduced  him  in 


church  wa>  comfortably  tided,  and  the  audi¬ 
ence  listened  with  marked  attention  to 
an  el  qnent  discourse  by  the  Rev.,S.  Jackson; 
after  which  the  ordinance  of  baptism  was  ad¬ 
ministered  to  Miss  M.  J.  Davis,  wno  united 
with  the  church  upon  profession  of  faith, 
and  the'ceremonv  of  ordaining  and  installing 
Mr.  J.  H.  Tavlor  as  the  Elder  of  the  new 


tion.  No  pastor  that  the  M.  E.  Church  lias 
ever  had  since  it  was  first  established  has 
made  himself  so  justly  popular  or  so  univer¬ 
sally  esteemed  as  Mr.  Yan  Anda.  He  has 
certainly  not  disappointed  the  expectations 
of  his  church  iu  the  success  which  has  at¬ 
tended  his  ministrations,  or  the  zeal  and 


again. 
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.^ability  which  he  has  so  eminently  brought  to 
bear  in  the  good  work  of  his  Lord  and  Mas¬ 
ter.  We  note  with  satisfaction  the  progress 
making  by  the  several  church  denominations 
in  this  great  field  of  Gospel  labor,  and  we 
only  trust  that  the  people  of  the  Territory, 
consulting  their  own  interests,  temporal  as 
well  as  spiritual,  will  give  generous  encour¬ 
agement  and  aid  to  the  worthy  men  who 


come  to  us  as  pioneers  in  a  calling  which 

commends  itself  to  the  good  of  us,  one  and 
all. 


—A  large  audience  assembled  at  the  Broad¬ 
way  M.  E.  Church  last  evening  to  listen  to 
the  Rev.  James  R.  Russell,  of  Louisville, 
Ivy.  We  were  not  present,  but  understand 
the  discourse  was  an  excellent  one  and  elicit¬ 
ed  much  favorable  comment.  Mr.  Russell  is 
one  of  the  missionaries  recently  sent  to  this 
Territory  under  the  auspices  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  Rev.  W.  H.  Stoy,  Episcopal 
Minister  of  Deer  Lodge,  preached  an  able 
sermon  at  the  Court  House  last  night,  and  in 
the  morning  held  service  at  the  M.  E. 
Church.  He  returns  to  Deer  Lodge  in  a  day 
or  two. 


Presbyterian. —Rev.  Sheldon  Jack- 
son ,  of  Denver,  Col,,  Superintendent 
of  the  Missions  of  the  Pres  by  ter  ia  ft 
Church  t or  the  Territories,  arrived  on 
Tuesday  evening  of  last  week,  from 
Bozeman,  and  on  Wednesday  evening 
following  delivered  a  sermon  at  Tem¬ 
plar’s  Hall  to  a  large  and  attentive  au¬ 
dience.  Rev.  Jackson  is  a  fluent, 
pleasing  and  earnest  speaker,  and 
we  would  think,  just  the  right  sort  of 
|  man  to  successfully  establish  and  raain- 
i  tain  the  charities  of  his  denomination 
in  our  mountain  country.  Paior  to 
his  leaving  for  the  West  Side  of  the 
mountains,  he  effected  a  church  organ¬ 
ization,  and  put  matters  in  progress-  ( 
ive  motion.  Win.  H.  Rodg.-rg  ^Ter¬ 
ritorial  Auditor,  has  been  appointed 
ruling  elder.  Mr.  Jackson  will  re¬ 
main  in  Montana  about  JO  days,  and 
then  return  to  the  East.  He  express- 
ed  a  decided  preference  for  our  Terri 
tory  over  that  of  any  other  he  had  vis- 
<  ited,  and  said  lie  hoped  at  no  distant 
i  take  up  his  home  among  us. 


£ 
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Religious  Services. 

Quarterly  Meeting.— Key,  J.  S.  Catlin,  E. 

Church  South,  will  hold  quarterly  meeting  at  the 
Court  House  this  Saturday  evening,  at  8  o  clock. 

Catholic  Services.— Services  will  be  held  at 
Blackfoot  Sunday,  June  16,  and  in  Pioneer,  Sunday, 
June  23.  Rev.  Father  DaRyckere  officiating. 

Episcopal  Services. — Rev.  W.H.  Stoy  will  officiate 
and  preach  at  Odd  Fellow’s  Hall,  on  Sunday  next  at  11 
a.,  m.  and  8  p.  in. 

The  Sunday  School  meets  at  the  Court  House  at 
.half-past  2  p.  m. 


Presbyterian.— On  Sunday  evening  last, 
Ttev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  Superintendent  of 
Presbyterian  Missions  for  Montana,  Idaho. 
Utah,  Wyoming  and  Colorado,  preached  at 
the  Court  House,  Deer  Lodge,  and  by  writ¬ 
ten  request  of  a  number  of  members,  organ¬ 
ized  a  Presbyterian  Church  in  Deer  Lodge, 

-of  which  Rev. - Russell  is  appointed 

pastor.  The  congregation  was  quite  large, 
and  the  sermon  able,  eloquent  and  effective. 


.Mr.  Jackson  has  been  many  years  in  the 
West,  and  understands  thoroughly  the 
Western  people.  His  design  in  organizing 
churches  here  is  not  to  antagonize  those  al¬ 
ready  instituted  or  -withdraw  from  their 
support,  but  in  fulfillment  of  his  mission  to 
establish  Presbyterian  churches  in  his  field, 
and  afford  to  persons  of  that  denomination 
services  in  accord  with  their  views,  and 
assist  in  building  up  religious  communities. 
For  this  purpose  the  Board  of  Missions  j 


will  render  what  assistance  to  their  minis 
ters  is  required  in  addition  to  the  voluntary 
support  of  the  community,  until  the  church 


es  furnish  sufficient  support  of  themselves. 
3Ir.  Jackson  believes  the  Presbyterians  are 
more  numerous  in  Montana  than  any  other 
Protestant  denomination,  and  is  greatly  en¬ 
couraged  tn  his  work.  Three  ministers  will 
be  stationed  in  Montana  this  season,  and  the 
number  will  be  increased  next  year.  Rev. 
Mr.  Russell  will  preach  alternate  Sundays 
in  Helena  and  Deer  Lodge  until  further  no¬ 
tice.  Mr.  Jackson  visited  Missoula  this 
week.  fJMm,  'MauV— 


qJLvc  cl  GC  ujJh 


Divine  Service.— The  Rev.  Sheldon 
Jackson,  Superintendent  of  Presbyter¬ 
ian  Missions  for  Montana,  preached 
in  the  Court  House  last  Sunday  even¬ 
ing.  The  house  was  filled  with  atten-  j 
tive  listeners,  who  were  well  pleased 
with  the  sermon.  Indeed,  we  have  j 
seldom  seen  an  audience  evince  a 
greater  interest  in  a  religious  service. 
The  Rev.  gentleman  will  be  certain  to 
meet  a  hearty  welcome  whenever  he 
may  find  it  convenient  to  visit  us.  ( 


giving  them  but  little  opportunity  tb  mingle 
with  the  people,  engaging  in  personal  con¬ 
versation  regarding  their  eternal  welfare, 
finding  out  the  difficulties  which  beset  their 
pathway,  and  trying  to  meet  them,  and  lead¬ 
ing  them  out  of  them.  Preaching  in  the 
morning  at  11  A.  M.,  riding  eighteen  miles, 
preaching  in  the  evening,  then  pushing  on 
to  another  place,  makes  it,  to  say  the  least, 
but  scanty  feeding  that  the  people  get,  for,  let 
the  minister  do  the  best  that  he  can,  he  can 
only  reach  the  great  proportion  of  them  once 
a  month.  Yet  at  present  this  is  the  best  that 
can  be  done ;  and  we  can  only  labor  on  until 
more  help  comes,  looking  unto  God  for  hi3 
blessing,  without  which  all  labor  is  in  vain. 

Now  for  the  pleasant  side  of  the  picture. 

Every  where  the  people  gather  gladly  to 
hear  the  word,  coming,  some  of  them,  many 
miles  on  horseback,  and  in  lumber  wagons, 
cross  swollen  mountain  streams,  from  valley 
and  mountain  side,  the  old,  the  middle  aged, 
the  young,  and  a  more  attentive  congregation 
never  listened  to  the  words  falling  from  the 
lips  of  a  preacher.  Earnestly  do  they  listen, 
and  often  may  the.  silent  tear  be  seen  trick¬ 
ling  down  the  cheek  as  they  hear  once  more 
of  Jesus-  love.  Some  of  them  follow  the 
minister  to  his  next  appointment,  so  as  to  bo 
able  to  hear  a  few  more  words  from  God’s 
word  of  life,  which  he  has  so  mercifully  given 
to  his  children.  These  people  are  by  no 
means  ignorant.  Many  of  them  have  taken 
their  collegiate  degrees;  some  even  honors 
in  their  class.  But  the  thirst  for  gold  has 
drawn  them  hither  to  this  far  off  land. 

Again,  when  you  can  find  time  to  go  to 
their  homes  you  will  find  very  often  in  a  rude 
log  cabin,  with  earthen  roof,  pictures  upon 
the  walls,  chromes,  oil  paintings,  and  steel 
engravings,  carpeted  floors,  lace  .curtains, 
pianos,  and  organs,  which  they  have  brought 
from  the  States  with  them ;  yet  better  than 
all  this,  a  warm,  hearty  greeting,  and  the 
glad  welcome,  “I  am  glad  you  have  come.” 
When  you  rise  to  go  it  is,  “I  am  sorry  you 
have  to  leave;  wish  you  could  stay  longer; 
come  whenever  you  can,  and  make  th  is  your 
home  whilst  you  are  in  the  neighborhood.” 
A  hearty  hand  clasp  and  a  God- speed  you  as 
you  leave  follows  you  from  beneath  their 
hospitable  roofs,  amply  repaying  you  for 
whatever  of  self-denial  that  may  seem  at' 
tached  to  the  work.  Never  can  you  leave 
without  a  kind  and  hearty  invitation  to  come 


by  night’s  shadows  the  old  family  Bible  is 
brought,  all  about  the  place  are  called  in,  and 
you  have  family  prayers,  just  as  you  used  to 

do  at  home. 

One  good  old  lady  at  the  close  of  tne  even¬ 
ing  sacrifice  around  the  family  altar  said . 
“This  makes  me  feel  more  like  home  than 
any  thing  which  has  happened  since  I  have 
been  out  here.”  When  you  come  up  to  the 
door  the  glad  cry  of  the  little  ones  is  often 
heard,  “Mamma,  here  comes  the  minister;” 
and  when  you  dismount,  whilst  they  are 
taking  care  of  your  horse,  the  little  ones  are 
ready3 and  anxious  for  a  story  ere  you  get  into 
the  house,  whilst  the  busy  housewife  comes 
in  with  her  sleeves  rolled  up,  and  apron  on, 
to  ask  you  if  you  have  had  your  dinner  or 
supper,  as  the  case  may  be.  You  need  not 
be  afraid  to  tell  her  if  you  have  not,  for  she 
is  only  too  glad  to  supply  your  wants. 

But  no  doubt  ere  this  your  patience  has 
been  wearied,  and  in  conclusion  may  we  not 
ask  a  share  in  your  prayers?  Pray  for  the 
missionary  anl  people  out  in  Montana,  thac 
God  may  give  to  them  a  double  portion  of 
his  Spirit,  for  be  assured  they  need  it,  if  there 
are  any  who  do.  Give  them  your  sympathies 
at  least,  if  you  can  do  no  more.  Pray  that 
the  Lord  will  send  more  laborers  into  his 
vineyard,  for  be  assured  thsy  are  needed,  and 
that  very  much;  but  above  all,  pray  that 
God  would  enable  you  to  open  your  purse 
strings  to  help  the  work,  and  pray  that  his 
blessing  may  follow  your  money,  so  that  many 
souls  may  be  gathered  into  his  vineyard  away 
out  amongst  these  mountain  ranges. 

Promising  that  if  God  permits  you  will 
hear  ere  long  Irom  me  ag^n,  I  am,  as  I 
humbly  trust,  your  brother  in  the  work  of  the 


Lord, 


Will  S.  Frackelton. 


.FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 
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Should  you  chance  to  be  caug 


tion,  ask  Him  to  guide  them  safely  through 
another  day  of  toil  and  labor.  There  is  so 
much  to  be  done  at  the  night  camping,  pick¬ 
eting  stock,  making  secure  against  Indian  at¬ 
tack,  or  in  the  bustle  of  the  morning  start, 
gathering  them  together  again,  that  family 
prayer  is  forgotten,  and  after  three  or 
four  months’  weary  travel,  the  labor  necessary 
to  prepare  a  shelter  for  the  loved  ones,  yet 
adds  to  the  continuance  of  the  same  sad  ne¬ 
glect,  and  often  it  is  never  resumed. 

This  forgetting  of  God,  with  nothing  to  re¬ 
call  their  duty  to  mind,  leads  to  such  a  degree 
of  carelessness  that  men  and  women  who, 
when  at  home,  were  faithful  praying  Chris¬ 
tians,  now  become  so  cold  and  negligent  that 
it  is  with  difficulty  that  they  can  be  led  back 
.  aghin  to  duty. 

Too  often  does  the  missionary  in  his  visita¬ 
tions  receive  in  answer  to  his  inquiry,  “  With 
what  church  were  you  connected  in  the 
States?”  or,  “Do  you  love  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ?”  the  very  sad  reply,  “  We  were  once 
church  members  and  did  love  Christ,  but  we 
have  been  so  long  in  the  mountains,  without 
any  church  privileges,  that  we  have  grown 
very  careless,  fallen  into  sin,  and  are  no  longer 
worthy  to  be  called  sons  and  daughters.” 
But  unlike  the  prodigal,  these  are  as  yet  un¬ 
willing  to  return  and  say,  “  Make  me  as  one 
of  thy  hired  servants.”  Pray  for  these  that 
God’s  own  Holy  Spirit  may  lay  hold  of  their 
hearts,  recalling  them  to  duty,  and  bidding 
them  bring  fruits  meet  for  repentance  into  the 
temple  of  the  Lord,  and  also  that  He  will 
give  to  his  missionaries  wisdom  to  lead  them 
to  the  foot  of  the  cross. 

Another  difficulty  in  the  way  is  the  lack  of 
suitable  places  in  which  to  worship  God.  One 
■  of  the  newly  organized  churches  meets  in  a 
room  above  a  store,  and  whilst  the  minister  is 
pleading  with  sinners  to  come  and  buy  wine 
and  milk  without  money  and  without  price, 
the  merchant  beneath  is  dealing  out  earthly 
stores,  and  gathering  in  earthly  treasures.  In 
early  days,  Sunday  was  the  great  day  for  traf¬ 
fic,  and  so  strong  a  hold  has  this  custom  upon 
the  people,  that  it  is  hard  to  give  it  up.  Go 
to  one  of  these  merchants  and  ask  him  to 
close  his  store  on  Sunday,  and  he  will  tell  you 
that  if  he  does  not  sell,  somebody  elso  will, 
causing  him  to  loso  custom  thereby,  which  ho 
■otherwise  would  have  obtained. 

But  God  is  gradually  breaking  this  up. 
About  two  months  ago  the  merchants  of 


Hozeman,  (be  it  said  to  their  credit,)  signed 
an  agiLcmcnt  not  to  sell  any  goods  upon  the 
Lord’s  day,  and  they  have  faithfully  kept 
their  promise.  Other  places  will  soon  follow 
in  their  wake,  for  the  reason  that  public  opin¬ 
ion  is  against  Sunday  traffic.  *  We  need 
churches  badly,  and  the  people  are  willing  and 
anxious  to  build  them  as  far  as  they  are  able, 
but  like  all  new  countries  they  are  forced  to 
use  ail  their  funds  in  order  to  improve  and 
pay  ior  then  places,  so  that  a  comfortable 
home  may  be  provided  for  their  families. 
Many  are  now  willing  and  ready  to  make  sac¬ 
rifices  in  cr  ier  to  build  a  house  of  worship, 
but  it  costs  so  much  that  by  themselves  they 
are  unable  to  do  it. 

Another  great  want,  and  perhaps  next  to 
preaching  the  greatest,  is  the  lack  of  schools 
of  a  higher  order  than  the  common  district 
school.  The  sisters’  school,  in  connection 
with  the  Homan  Catholic  Church,  situated  in 
Helena,  gathers  in  the  daughters  of  many  of 
our  Protestant  families,  and  by  this  means  is 
well  supported.  A  good  Protestant  school 
could  be  well  sustained,  as  there  are  many  of 
our  Protestant  families  who  say  it  is  with 
deep  regret  that  the}?  send  their  children  to 
a  Catholic  school,  but  their  daughters  must 
have  an  education  or  grow  up  in  ignorance, 
and  as  they  do  not  wish  them  to  be  ignorant, 
they  have  to  make  the  best  of  the  circum¬ 
stances.  It  is  either  this  school  or  none 
One  lady  said  her  husband  had  written  all 
around  to  obtain  a  tutor  for  their  daughter 
but  so  far  they  had  failed  to  find  one,  and  had 
as  a  consequence,  to  send  to  this  school.  It 
cost  them  about  $1,000  per  year  to  do  it,  en¬ 
tailing  many  sacrifices  upon  them,  but  they 
bore  them  willingly,  and  would  bear  them  1 
much  more  willingly  if  the  school  was  only 
milder  Protestant  direction. 

Another  want  is  the  lack  of  books.  The  V 

cost  being  so  great  to  bring  them  here,  and 
the  taste  having  been  engendered  in  former 
days  foi  reading  matter  of  a  trashy  nature,  it 
being  the  only  kind  obtainable,  it  is  now  hard 
to  change.  If  a  colporteur  of  our  Board 
could  be  sent  out  he  might,  if  a  prudent, 
earnest,  and  faithful  worker,  do  much  good 
in  remedying  this  want,  besides  doing  much 
towards  the  spread  of  the  Master’s  kingdom, 
.etone  more  difficulty  before  passing  to  a 
more  pleasant  part  of  the  subject,  and  that  is 
in  the  wide  extent  of  territory  which  each 
one  of  the  missionaries  now  have  to  traverse, 


V 

( * 


on  the  oh*  *'Xt  °i  less>  have  they  called 
f ...  tl  '  t.ai°hes>  111  °or  church  papers, ’ 

i  from  „nr0M !  tUat  ,tlle  Church  is  able  and, 
™'.r  °  r  P»st  experience,  .we  are  persuaded 
is  wilhng  also  to  give,  when  the  case  is  fully 
■nought  before  them,  and  with  that  earnest, 
ness  that  the  necessities  of  the  call  de¬ 
mands. 

And  it  >ye  could  lift  np  our  voices  we 
would  call  upon  every  member  ot  our  com¬ 
munion  to  give  to  this  cause  through  the 
-Ljoard  thrice  over  what  is  given,  and  in 
every  way,  that  the  Kingdom  of  Christ  and 
the.  interests  ot  our  beloved  Presbyterian 
I  Church,  which  we  believe  to  bejdentiea), 

I  ma7  be  greatly  advance.). 


Correspondence  of  the  Presbyterian  Banner. 

LETTER  FROM  MINNESOTA. 

Messrs.  Editors  : — It  is  not  usually 
popular  to  take  any  exception  to  the 
acts  or  doings  of  any  of  the  Boards  of 
our  Ciiuroh.  Some  have  been  eciles- 
iastically  decapitated  for  their  temeri¬ 
ty  in  this  regard.  Loyalty  to  the 
Caurch,  it  appears,  involves  silence,  or 
approval  of  all  its  machinery,  forbids 
fault  finding,  and  even  suggestions 
that  imply  the  possibility  of  improve¬ 
ment.  Perhaps  the  writer,  then, up  to 
the  present,  can  lay  some  claim  to  loy¬ 
alty,  never  having  written  a  word  of 
disapproval  concerning,  or  addressed 
an  exhortation  to  any  of  our  Boards. 
But  in  a  recent  Banner  there  appears 
“A  Caution,”  addressed  by  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Domes¬ 
tic  Missions,  to  the  Christian  Public,  and 
to  this  I  ask  your  permission  to  make 
reply.  I  propose  to  take  a  defensive, 
not  an  offensive  attitude;  and  in  this 
communication  I  earnestly  desire  to 
avoid  a  spirit  unbecoming  the  Gospel. 

The  Executive  Committee  complain 
1st.  That  “  iadividuals  have  been  pri¬ 
vately  making  systematic  efforts  to 
collect  funds  from  the  benevolent  for 
the  avowed  purt  ise  of  supplementing 
the  salaries  of  nissionaries  commis¬ 
sioned  by  the  P  ard. 

I 


2.  They  have  also  collected  funds 
(>  to  aid  in  the  support  of  ministers  not 
in  commission,  which  funds  are  distrib¬ 
uted  on  their  owa  responsibility,  and 
at  their  individual  discretion.” 

Mow  let  me  premise,  (1)  that  these 
efforts  would  have  been  unnecessary 
and  unmade,  if  the  Board  had  been 
able  to  meet  the  wants  of  missionaries, 
and  the  urgent  demand  of  our  aggres¬ 
sive  work.  Neither  (2.)  do  we  find 
tault  with  the  Board,  or  any  of  its  offi¬ 
cers.  We  do  not  now  intimate  that 
they  have  not  done  their  whole  duty, 
and  at  the  sacrifice  of  much  personal 
j  ease  and  comfort.  We  do  not  say  that 
they  have  not  appealed  to  the  church¬ 
es  with  sufficient  earnestnesc  and  fre¬ 
quency,  or  have  failed  to  employ  every 
practicable  agency  for  making  the 
people  acquainted  with  the  press¬ 
ing  demands  of  the  work.  We  bring 
no  complaint  against  the  Board.  We 
presume  it  is  composed  of  wise,  honor¬ 
able,  enterprising  men  ;  men  of  intel¬ 
lectual  breadth  and  penetration  ;  men 
who  see  the  tops  of  distant  thoughts 
wnich  we,  of  humbler  stature,  never 
saw.  As  respects  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  we  chance  to  be  personally  ac¬ 
quainted  with  some  of  them,  and  re¬ 
spect  them  for  their  intelligence,  piety, 
warm  sympathies,  and  financial  ability! 
Out  we  are  surprised  that  the  “Caution 
to  the  Christian  Public,”  was  unani- 
mously  adopted  after  due  deliberation. 

1  erhaps  the  action  is  proper,  necessa¬ 
ry  ,  and  will  be  sustained  by  the  Church. 
We  shall  see.  It  implies  censure,  how¬ 
ever,  upon -the  course  of  certain  indi¬ 
viduals  who  have  solicited  aid  for 
needy  missionaries,  and  uncommis¬ 
sioned  ministers  laboring  in  destitute 
neighborhoods. 

lake  two  representative  cases;  one 


unaer  eacn  division  ol  the  aforesaid 
caution.  A  missionary,  having  a  large 
family,  is  brought  into  great  and  un¬ 
expected  straits.  His  appropriation 
from  the  Board  has  been  reduced 
twenty-five  per  cent.,  and  his  feeble 
congregation  is  able  to  make  up  but  a 
part  of  the  deficiency.  Meanwhile  his 
wants  have  increased ;  perhaps  his 
faith  falters,  and  the  outlook  is  dark. 
His  wife  performs  all  the  domestic 
labor  required  by  the  growing  family. 
Exposed  during  the  severity  of  Win¬ 
ter,  as  she  toiled  in  doors  and  out,  her 
health  rapidly  declines,  and  there  is 
great  and  oppressive  anxiety  concern¬ 
ing  her  in  the  humble  home.  Two 
neighboring  ministers  pass  that  way, 
and  they  talk  over  the  case  as  they 
ride  homeward.  “  Something  must  be 
done,”  says  one  of  them,  “or  that  self- 
Siciificing  woman  will  die  before 
another  Winter  comes.  The  children 
must  be  clothed  for  her  sake  as  well 
as  their  own,  and  help  must  be  pro¬ 
vided  until  she  can  rally  from  this 
physical  exhaustion.”  “  But,”  says 
the  other,  “  what  can  be  done?  Months 
ago  the  Treasury  of  the  Board  was 
empty.  It  is  in  vain  to  appeal  to  it.” 
What  then  ?  Let  the  family  suffer, 
a  id  the  mother  die,  and  the  missiona¬ 
ry  mourn  a  loss  that  can  never  be  re¬ 
paired  ?  Will  such  an  emergency  jus¬ 
tify  an  effort  “  to  collect  funds  from 
the  benevolent  for  the  purpose  of  sup¬ 
plementing  the  salary  of  this  needy 
missionary  ?”  Certainly.  The  law  of 
seif  preservation  demands  it.  And 
1  £e  men  who  have  the  spirit  of  the 
Master,  the  two  missionaries  share 
their  own  frugal  supp’y  with  the  more 
necessitous,  and  then  appeal  to  per¬ 
sonal  friends  in  foe  East.  The  re¬ 
sponse  is  speedy,  magnanimous,  abun¬ 
dant.  The  invalid  mother  thanks 


God,  and  invokes  blessings  on  her  ben¬ 
efactors.  Now,  her  burden  lightened, 
she  recovers  strength,  and  the  care  of 
the  Church  sheds  a  precious  light 
adown  the  pathway  of  the  future. 
Experience  works  hope.  But  what 
will  five  hundred  missionary  families 
think  when  they  read  that  caution,  and 
see  this  blessed  door  of  hope  shut  up  ? 

Take  another  case,  under  the  second 
division.  A  young  man  of  promise, 
who  has  devoted  himself  to  the  work 
of  Missions,  after  counting  the  cost, 
appears  on  our  Western  frontier.  He 
I  meets  the  worthy  District  Secretary, 
i  and  asks  for  a  field  in  which  he  may 
work  for  Christ.  The  reply  is,  “there 
is  no  money  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
Boarl,  and  no  new  commissions  can 
be  granted.”  But  here,  in  a  growing 
town,  is  a  people  hungering  for  the 
word  of  life.  There  is  no  evangelical 
minister  within  seventy  five  miles. 
This  young  man  has  preached  to  them 
one  Sabbath,  and  his  words,  to  bur¬ 
dened  health,  were  like  precious  balm, 
distilling  from  the  trees  of  God.  “  Stay 
with  us,”  they  say.  “We  are  poor, 
but  we  will  share  our  last  morsel  with 
you.  We  cannot  live  without  the  Gos¬ 
pel.  It  was  our  poverty  drove  us  to 
this  far  frontier.”  What  shall  be  done? 
Shall  the  young  minister  leave  them  ?i 
Shall  Satan  erect  a  synagogue,  and  de¬ 
stroy  souls  for  whom  Christ  died? 
i  Th#  young  minister  decides  to  trust 
God,  and  begins  the  work.  He  hangs 
up  his  army  blankets,  and  partitioi  s 
off  a  corner  in  the  only  room  of  one  of 
these  poor  people,  and  eats  at  their 
frugal  board.  Then  an  appeal  is  sent 
to  a  few  wealthy  Christians,  asking 
aid  in  this  emergency.  “  Help  us  un¬ 
til  the  Board  can  aid  us ;  help  us  in  the 
support  of  this  minister  not  in  commis¬ 
sion,  because  the  Treasury  of  the  Board 


is  exhausted.  We  ask  it  for  a' little 
season  only.  ’  The  response  is  prompt, 
cheerful,  sufficient.  The  minister  re¬ 
mains.  In  less  than  four  months  after 
the  coming  of  the  missionary,  twenty- 
one  souls  stand  up  for  Christ,  and  the 
foundations  for  a  house  for  God  are  laid. 
Has  any  wrong  been  done  ?  Shall  any 
blame  be  attached  to  the  missionary 
who  came  at  God’s  bidding,  or  to  the 
brethren  who  appealed  in  his  behalf, 
or  to  the  church  that  responded  to  it  ? 

But  then  these  independent  opera¬ 
tions  are  adapted  to  diminish  the  re 
ceipts  of  the  Board,  say  the  Executive 
Committee.  We  think  not.  On  the 
contrary  we  believe  they  increase 
them.  Individuals  and  churches,  by 
means  of  these  appeals,  obtain  more 
intelligent  views  concerning  the  nature 
and  demands  of  our  work,  are  brought 
into  closer  sympathy  with  it,  and  ever 
after  contribute  with  growing  liberality 
to  the  Board. 

When  it  was  proposed  in  General 
Assembly  to  increase  our  annual  con¬ 
tributions  from  four  to  six,  it  was 
feared  by  some  of  the  more  conserva¬ 
tive  in  the  Church,  that  it  would  di¬ 
minish  the  contributions  to  their  ex¬ 
isting  Boards.  Did  it?  No.  The  lib 
erality  of  Christians  was  developed, 
and  every  object  of  Christian  benevo¬ 
lence  re.eived  more  largely  than  be¬ 
fore. 

We  have  faith  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  abundant  grounds  lor  it. 
Tell  the  people  the  sufferings  of  many 
of  our  Domestic  Missionaries ;  tell 
them  of  the  vast  prairies  which  ought 
to  be  dotted  with  Christian  sanctu¬ 
aries;  tell  them  of  tho  thousands  in 
towns  and  villages  on  the  borders  of 
the  wilderness  who  are  pleading  for 
the  bread  of  life;  tell  them  often ,  if 
need  be,  and  multiply  calls,  and  sure 


we  are,  we  shall  not  long  hear  oi  an 
empty  treasury^  starving  missionaries, 
and  non-commissioned  ministers. 

But  these  private  efforts  are  “  disor¬ 
derly.”  Then,  too,  these  self-appointed 
solicitors  transcond  their  prerogatives. 
They  are  doing  work  which  belongs  to 
the  Board,  and  taking  from  the  figures 
of  the  Annual  Eeport.  Perhaps  so. 
But  does  not  the  history  of  the  Church 
establish  the  principle  that  individual 
effort  must  often  supplement  the  work 
of  the  organized  society?  Did  not 
the  American  Board  forbid  independ¬ 
ent,  individual  effort,  and  then  recall 
the  prohibition? — wiser  at  the  last  than 
at  the  beginning. 

When  the  stately  General  Braddock 
led  forth  his  army  to  fight  a  lurking  I 
enemy  in  tho  forests  beyond  the  Alle¬ 
ghenies,  insisting  upon  the  dignity 
and  order  of  European  warfare,  he 
compelled  his  soldiers  to  march  in  pla-  j 
toons,  and  they  marched  to  certain 
death.  Had  he  heeded  the  advice  of 
Washington,  allowed  his  men  to  break 
ranks  and  hide  like  the  stealthy  foe, 
behird  the  trees,  we  should  not  have 

had  the  record  of  Braddock’s  defeat 
and  untimely  death,  or  heard  that  fee¬ 
ble  utterance  which  to  d  of  a  lesson 
learned  too  late:  “We  shall  better 
know  how  to  deal  with  them  another 

time.” 

In  the  work  of  subduing  the  moral 
wilderness  and  conquering  error,  let 
us  move  in  platoons  when  it  is  practi¬ 
cable,  but  now  and  then,  when  lives 
are  in  jeopardy,  and  infidelity  strives 
to  get  advantage  of  the  soldiers  of  Je¬ 
sus,  let  us  try  independent  operations, 
and  fight  from  behind  the  trees.  The 
army  may  not  appear  so  imposing, 
and  the  order  may  not  be  so  perfect, 
but  the  results  will  justify  the  course. 

In  conclusion,  we  beseech  all  our 


-“"I  F^jent  work*_I 


Churches  to  give  heed  t.  ae  earneli 
appeal  issued  by  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  our  Board,  and  pour  their 
gifts  into  the  treasury  of  the  Lord. 
The  demand  is  great.  There  is  much 
land  to  be  possessed.  Souls  are  per¬ 
ishing.  What  you  do,  do  quickly. 

^  Tt  a  an  a  . 

For  the  Presbyterian  Banner. 

Reply  to  “Caution.” 

Mes  srs.  Editors  : — It  is  now  several  weeks 
since  the  “  Caution”  of  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  of  our  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  appear¬ 
ed.  Let  it  not  he  amiss  to  state  a  few  facts 
touching  one  case  concerned,  illustrative  of  the 
effect  of  that  Caution  in  as  far  as  it  will  have 
any  effect,  and  a  case  in  which  many  of  your 
readers  will  feel  a  deep  interest.  And  in  view 
of  several  similar  instances  in  our  immediate 
region,  and  how  many  there  may  bo  of  whom 
we  know  nothing,  of  course  We  can  only  con¬ 
jecture.  the  friends  of  the  Board,  who  are  ex¬ 
erting  themselves  most  to  aid  it,  feel  very 
much  grieved  at  the  publication  of  that  Caw* 
Hon,  “through  all  our  Church  papers.” 

Some  time  during  the  last  Summer,  a  young 

man  from  one  of  your  churches  near  Pitts 
burgh  left  the  Seminary  at  Allegheny,  and 

commcnoedhisministerial  labors,  atOwatonna, 
Minn.  For  nearly  a  year  ho  continued  his 
labors,  under  commission  irom  the  Board  for 
about  one  half  of  his  salary.  Before  the  year 
expired,  however,  he  gave  up  that  field  of  la¬ 
bor,  and  entered  on  another,  embracing  two 
important  points,  at  both  of  which  churches 
have  since  been  organized,  with  encouraging 
prospects  of  success.  The  Presbytery  of  South¬ 
ern  Minnesota  asked  the  Board  to  renew  his 
commission.  But  the  reply  was  that  the  state 
of  the  Treasury  would  not  warrant  this,  and 
the  commission  was  refused.  This  missionary, 
with  his  noble-hearted  wife,  whose  apprecia¬ 
tion  was  attested  in  an  unusual  manner  by  the 
church  in  one  of  your  cities,  from  which  she 
came  to  share  the  labors  of  her  husband,  has 
been  laboring  in  that  field  for  six  months  past, 
without  any  aid,  except  the  Tittle  the  field  now 
produces,  and  the  means  of  subsistence  their 
private  funds  afforded. 

To  make  matters  still  worse,  this  brother,  on 
his  return  fro-  meeting  of  Synod,  wa3  for 
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1  sev(.  ek..  i  upon  a  bed  ot  sickness,  and, 
as  D'  .  .,  ha:  arly,  if  not  altogether,  ex- 

hau*^  ll  their  resources  of  support ;  and  they 
are  -  at  th^pginning  of  our  long  and  cold 
Winter*  with j,  .  ay  reliance  but  the  Provi¬ 
dence  that  fed  i'n  ,,/rophot  in  the  wilderness 

Now  with  reference  to  this,  and  I  know  not 
how  many  similar  cases,  the  “  Caution”  of  the 
Board  operates  severely.  It  is  a  deliberate 
cutting  off  a  worthy  brother,  and  his  excellent 
wife,  from  the  support  the  ravens  might  other¬ 
wise  bring.  I  know  that  the  Board,  in  exist¬ 
ing  circumstances,  could  not  support  him  ;  for 
they  have  been  compelled  to  suspend  payment 
on  engagements  made.  But  in  many  such 
!  cases  aid  might  be  afforded  without  detriment 
to  the  Board.  And  if  individuals  or  churches 
will  aid  special  cases,  to  do  what  the  Board 
cannot  do,  and  to  do  for  these  beyond  what 
they  wonld  have  done  for  the  Board,  why 
should  they  not  be  encouraged,  rather  than  for¬ 
bidden  ?  Yet  it  has  been  for  some  time,  as  I 
understand,  the  policy  to  re'use  special  contri¬ 
butions,  except  perhaps  of  clothing,  and  the 
like,  for  such  cases.  But  the  effect  of  this  will 
be  that  persons  and  churches  who  desire  to 
mak-  such  contributions  will  make  them  not¬ 
withstanding ;  and  a  strong  temptation  is 
thre  Tn  out  to  many  to  withdraw  their  contri¬ 
butions  from  the  Board  altogether,  if  they 
cannot  aid  the  cases  in  which  they  are  special¬ 
ly  interested,  and  that  they  know  to  be  cases 
of  special  suffering,  by  the  very  consideration 
that  the  Board  has  been  compelled  to  refuse 
the  requests  of  Presbyteries  for  them.  “  Cau¬ 
tions”  will  not  check  the  flow  of  Chri-tian 
sympathy  and  aid.  Besides,  if  these  brethren 
are  neglected,  the  very  purpose  avowed  in  the 
“^Caution”  will  be  defeated,  which  is  that  aid 
may  “  bo  equably  distributed  among  all  the 
missionaries  throughout  the  field.”  But  the 
Board  has  said,  with  reference  to  this  brother, 
“  We  cannot  aid  you  at  all."  How  then  are  all 
these  brethren  to  do?  And  there  are  quite  a 
number  of  them. 

There  is  another  brother  in  this  same  Pres¬ 
bytery,  himself  the  son  of  a  worthy  western 
|  missionary,  out  upon  the  very  frontier  ;  where 
ae  people  are  not  yet  free  from  the  fear  of 
wage  depredations,  and  who  is  the  only  Prot* 

•  itant  missionary  in  the  county  where  he  la 
»ors  and  who  is  succeeding  in  planting  the 
Gospel  of  Christ,*  who  has  now  a  church  or- 


organized,  and  a  good  house  of  shiv 
proachi !%  completion.  This  brc  ; ; U  was 
ommeodea  for  aid  to  the  Board,  ?as  vc 
c<l  ]  jet  he  has  scarcely  shelter,  aik  o  cei 
promise  of  aid,  except  that  affor  .  <ho  Di-  f 
vine  Word,  the  rational  fulfill  t  of  which' 

is  obstructed  by  the  “  Caution”  recently  issued, 
and  the  practical  interpretation  of  which,  as  re¬ 
spects  these  brethren  is  “  We  cannot  help  you. 
There  are  those  wrho  would  ;  but  if  wc  can  help 
it  we  will  not  let  them.  Wc  m  st  increase 
our  own  moans.  If  you  are  not  starved  to 
death  by, that  time,  we"  will  then  bo  glad  to  aid 
you  !” 

Dear  brethren  of  the  churches,  do  come  to 
the  “help  of  the  Lord”— to  the  help  of  the 
Board  and  to  the  aid  of  the  Lord’s  suffering 
missionaries^  If  the  Board  can  help  them,  wo 
shall  rejoice.  Butdo  not  let  them  dicof  want, 
while  your  money  is  at  interest,  and  do  this 
soon.  The  winter  is  on  us,  the  time  of  great¬ 
est  need  and  deepest  suffering.  These  brethren 
cannot  leave  their  fields,  if  they  would.  Help 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  "  M.-N.  N. 

rr~T~wrw* 

_  _ .StTTA^'- - 


Let  the  editor  of  the  Presbyterian,  and- 
the  Unitarian  minister,  with  whom  he  fra¬ 
ternizes  so  kindly,  both  of  them  be  sure 
that  they  are  guiltless  before  they  take  up 
stones  to  cast  at  their  brethren  for  their 
want  of  the  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  and  de¬ 
votion  to  the  cause  of  their  Master. 

The  missionaries  in  the  West,  who  are 
suffering  and  toiling  in  laying  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  the  church,  will  be  much  edified 
and  encouraged  if  the  editor  will  leave  his 
home  and  his  pleasant  office  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  and  with  his  feet  shod  only  with 
the  preparation  of  the  gospel  of  peace,  and 
nothing  on  his  person  hut  the  shield  of 
faith  ;  if  he  will  gird  up  his  loins  and  fol¬ 
low  some  of  these  missionary  brethren  six, 
eight  and  ten  miles  on  foot,  through  piti¬ 
less  storms,  and  cold  fierce  winds  of  the 
prairie,  as  they  go  to  meet  their  regular 
appointments,  he  may  conclude,  after  all, 
that  the  spirit  of  the  primitive  Christians 
is  not  dead!  “If  a  fair  and  full  state¬ 
ment  of  the  sufferings  of  a  large  class  of 
the  most  faithful  of  our  ministers  could  be 
presented  to  the  church,  it  would  fill  every 


art  with  sh"7:c  and  sorrow.77  The  min¬ 
isters  of  our  church  in  the  West  can  be 
numbered  by  fifties,  well  qualified  for  their 
work,  who  are  toiling  and  suffering  in 
silence,  daily  harassed  with  want,  their 
minds  burdened  with  anxiety  in  respect 
to  what  they  shall  eat  and  how  they  shall 
he  clothed.  They  labor  in  this  manner  for 
years,  dogged  by  poverty  and  oppressed 
with  sorrow,  until  they  are  broken  down, 

I  and  forced  to  turn  their  attention  to  secu¬ 
lar  pursuits,  to  gain  the  necessaries  of  life 
and  provide  decently  for  their  families. 

It  is  time  that  those  who  have  the  man¬ 
agement  of  our  boards  and  presses,  should 
understand,  it  is  time  that  the  whole  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  church  should  understand, 
that  the  brethren  in  the  ministry,  who  are 
laboring  in  the  West,  have  difficulties,  trials, 
burdens  to  bear,  unequalled  in  any  other 
portion  of  the  world,  without  being  required 
to  support  themselves.  This  will  he  made 
to  appear  before  we  have  done  with  this 
subject.  Neither  the  ministry  nor  the 
membership  of  our  denomination  in  the 
East  have  any  adequate  conception  of  the 
trials  which  the  foolish  and  unscriptural 
ffian,  fostered  by  such  sentiments  as  we 
leave  quoted,  is  working  in  our  church  in 
the  West.  Hundreds  of  the  most  inviting 
and  promising  fields  are  neglected  by  our 
church,  neglected  for  years,  and  finally 
abandoned  to  other  denominations,  with 
the  hundreds  of  our  families’  bodies,  souls 
and  substance  given  over  to  them.  There 
I  are  perhaps  five  hundred  ministers  to-day, 
in  our  denomination,  without  employment. 
Why  are  they  idle,  when  there  are  such 
multitudes,  even  of  our  own  faith  in  the 
West,  scattered  abroad  without  a  shepherd  ? 
The  editor  of  the  Presbyterian  says 
jn because  they  are  wanting  “in  the  self-de- 
iLiial  and  cross-bearing  which  the  Saviour 
r demands.”  Even  the  Secretary  of  our 
®  Board  wrote,  not  long  ago,  “  There  are 
J  men  who  hover  around  vacancir »  i-But  men, 
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glowing  with  missionary  zeal,  we  have  not, 
nor  are  likely  to  have,  unless  the  Spirit  be 
out-poured  from  on  high.  Earthly  sacrifices  ' 
are  not  counted  by  earnest  hearts,  who 
have  received  the  baptism ;  men  of  whom 
our  fathers  have  told  us,  counted  it  an 
honor  to  suffer  for  Christ.  There  are 
“  men  enough  to  hover  around  vacancies,” 
but  “  we  have  not  the  men  of  missionary 
zeal,”  of  “  earnest  hearts,”  not  men  ‘‘will¬ 
ing  to  suffer  for  Christ.”  If  the  Secretary  } 
had  zeal  enough  to  leave  his  office  for  once 
in  Philadelphia,  and  come  out  among  his 
brethren  on  either  side  of  the  Mississippi 
and  stay  long  enough  to  acquaint  himself 
with  the  character  of  their  work  and  the 
mode  of  their  living,  he  would  be  con¬ 
vinced  that  there  are  men  of  earnest  hearts 
who  are  willing  to  suffer  for  Christ.  But 
they  have  reference  to  the  brethren  who 
are  standing  idle,  and  hovering  around  the 
vacancies  in  the  East.  They  at  least  give 

as  much  evidence  of  zeal  and  willingness 
to  suffer  as  those  who  are  upbraiding  them. 
They  offer  themselves  and  are  willing  to  go 
if  supported.  But  the  Editor  and  Secre¬ 
tary  say,  “  Go  and  suffer.”  If  you  have 
“missionary  zeal”  and  “earnest  hearts” 
you  will  be  willing  to  go  and  suffer.  If 
you  have  the  spirit  of  “  self-denial  and  cross¬ 
bearing,”  you  will  not  shrink  from  “  these 
earthly  sacrifices.”  If  it  is  their  duty  to 
go  and  endure  all  the  hardships  of  frontier 
life  and  labor  among  the  ignorant,  the  des¬ 
titute,  among  men  who  cherish  intense 
hatred  against  the  gospel,  which  is  the  case 
with  a  large  part  of  the  population,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  church  to  support  them. 
“  Who  goeth  a  warfare  any  time  at  his 

own  charges  ?” 

When  our  government  called  for  men 
for  the  war  of  rebellion,  they  did  not  say, 
Go  and  suffer,  and  support  yourselves  the 
best  way  you  can.  The  government  clothed 
them,  fed  them,  and  paid  them  their  wages. 


Even  so  the  Lord  has  ordain  eel  that  they 
which  preach  the  gop>el  should  live  of  the 
gospel.  When  missionaries  offer  to  go  and 
preach  the  gospel  to  the  heathen,  they  are 
furnished  with  an  outfit,  and  are  assured  a 
competent  support  so  long  as  they  are  in 
the  work.  If  those  are  entitled  to  a 
support  who  labor  in  India  or  China, 
why  not  the  missionary  who  labors  in 
Illinois  or  Minnesota?  Now  we  would 
ask  both*  the  editor  and  secretary  why 
missionaries  at  home  are  not  sustained  as  . 
are  our  foreign  missionaries  independently  , 
of  those  to  whom  they  preach  ?  Why  is 
not  the  obligation  equal  to  support  the  one 
as  well  as  the  other  ?  It  is  time  that  the 
whole  Presbyterian  church  was  made  to  see 
and  understand  that  if  she  is  to  have  a 
name  among  the  teeming  millions  of  the 
North-west,  and  exert  even  a  moderate  in¬ 
fluence,  she  must  send  men  by  the  hun¬ 
dreds,  and  support  them  too.  This  obli- 
.  gation  the  church  must  be  made  to  feel 
and  acknowledge  before  God.  R. 

For  the  North-Western  Presbyterian. 

REPLY  TO  “  CAUTIOH  ” 

Messrs.  Editors  :  In  your  paper  of  last  j 
'week  I  observed  a  “  Caul-ion”  from  the 
Executive  Committee  of  our  Board  of  Do¬ 
mestic  Missions,  and  desire,  through  your 
columns,  to  say  a  word  or  two  to  those 
thus  cautioned,  on  behalf  of  those  against 
whom  the  caution  seems  to  be  directed. 

The  caption  of  the  article,  and  the  ar¬ 
ticle  itself,  implies  two  things  that  I  can¬ 
not  admit.  One  is  that  these  individuals 
are  pillagers,  resorting  to  unlawful  artifices 
for  unworthy  purposes.  It  is  against  such 
persons  that  the  public  are  “  cautioned,” 
of  whom  they  should  be  made  aware.  The 
other  thing  is  that  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee  are  entitled  to  control  the  benefactions 
of  the  “  benevolent,”  and  call  them  into 
its  own  channel  or  stop  their  flow. 


s  \  v*> 

Now  as  to  the  tacts  tEatTiavo  occasioned 
this  caution.  Some  time  during  the  past 
summer  the  Presbytery  to  which  I  belong, 
placed  two  or  three  missionaries  ou  im¬ 
portant  fields  on  the  frontier  of  the  church 
and  of  civilization,  relying  on  the  Board 
for  at  least  part  of  the  aid  to  sustain  them. 
The  Board  was  applied  to  for  aid,  and  de¬ 
clined  on  the  ground  of  want  of  means. 

Believing  that  the  cause  demanded  that 
these  men  should  be  sustained,  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Missionary,  Rev.  D.  C.  Lyon  and 
Revs.  S.  Jackson,  J.  G.  Riheldafier  and  J. 
I.  Smith,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committees 
of  Missions  in  their  respective  Presbyte¬ 
ries,  made  an  u  Appeal”  in  the  interest 
and  on  behalf  of  the  Board  for  aid,  at  the 
same  time  suggesting  that  funds  might 
be  sent  directly,  if  donors  preferred.  Now 
these  men  were  not  private  “  individuals,” 
doing  this  thing  by  stealth,  but  in  their 
official  character  doing  what  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  should  have  done  long 
ago. 

Besides  this,  aid  came  to  some  extent  to 
one  or  two  persons,  whether  “  solicited” 
or  not  I  will  not  pretend  to  say,  but  which 
never  would  have  come  through  the  Board, 
and  helped  to  save  one  or  two  fields  from 
abandonment. 

Again,  it  was  the  only  way  in  which  such 
aid  could  reach  these  suffering  brethren, 
for  the  Board  refused  to  give  any  aid  in 
the  first  place,  and  when  funds  were  of¬ 
fered  to  the  Board  specially  for  one  of 
these  brethren,  the  Board  refused  to  accept 
that  and  use  it  in  that  way.  "Why  must 
these  brethren,  doing  good,  themselves 
good  men,  and  in  one  instance  the  only 
Protestant  missionary  in  the  whole  coun¬ 
ty  in  which  he  lives,  be  starved  because 
the  Board  can  not,  or  will  not  aid  them 
with  funds  provided  for  that  special  use? 
Yet  these  are  the  “operations”  that  the 
Committee-  “disapproves.”  And  what 
will  be  the  effect  upon  these  brethren  if 


the  recommendation  of  the  Executive  Uoni- 
mittee  be  followed,  to  “send  their  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  treasury  of  the  Board  at 
Philadelphia,  to  be  equitably  distributed 
among  all  the  missionaries  throughout  the 
field,”  when  the  fact  is  that  some  of  the 
most  destitute  are  refused  entirely,  others  ' 
diminished,  and  then  payment  suspended 
on  them  until  funds  may  accumulate,  in¬ 
definitely  in  the  future. 

All  this  bears  the  harder  and  more  un¬ 
justly  on  these  brethren  w.hen,  though  the 
Executive  Committee  knew  six  months 
ago  that  the  funds  would  fail  the  Board, 
as  was  manifested  by  declining,  on  this 
ground,  to  give  commissions  to  gome,  and 
systematically,  and  no  doubt  proportion¬ 
ately  reducing  others,  yet  not  until  the 
last  few  weeks  has  the  church  been  ad¬ 
vised  of  any  special  need,  “in  all  our 
church  papers.”  Why  did  they  not,  in 
due  time,  and  with  due  earnestness,  call 
upon  the  church  for  the  means,  and  so 
state  the  case  as  to  awaken  the  attention 
and  interest  and  sympathy,  not  of  the  be¬ 
nevolent  only,  but  of  all,  that  there  should 
not  be  need  to  issue  appeals,  and  privately 
or  otherwise,  solicit  aid  from  other  quar¬ 
ters.  It  is  not  comfortable  first  to  be 
shaken  off  from  the  plank,  and  then  when 
a  man  lays  hold  of  a  spar  to  keep  his  head 
above  water,  to  be  told  to  let  that  go ,  and 
to  hear  others  told  to  take  away  the  spar 
from  him.  It  is  a  matter  of  life  and  death, 
and  not  a  matter  of  prudence  and  policy. 
At  least  until  the  operations  of  the  Board 
become  such  as  to  commend  their  man¬ 
agement  to  the  sympathies  and  confidence 
of  the  church. 

And  the  condition  of  things  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  are  only  in  a  single  quarter 
of  the  field.  It  may  be  true,  or  it  may 
not,  for  anything  the  writer  knows,  that 
the  same  necessities  press  every  where, 
particularly  upon  the  purely  missionary 
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fields.  But  we  only  speak  of  matters  that 
have  fallen  under  personal  observation. 

And  as  evidence  that  this  is  not  ground¬ 
less  selfishness  on  our  part,  you  will  see  by 
the  statement  of  the  Board  itself,  that  the  j 
Synod,  against  the  operations  of  which  the  ! 
caution  takes  effect,  has  contributed  to  the 
Board  at  Philadelphia,  more  per  member 
than  any  Synod  in  the  church,  except  two  ; 
being  equivalent  to  about  fifty  cents  per!/ 
member,  while  the  contributions  of  the 
Synod  of  Philadelphia,  the  home  of  the 
Board,  and  within  its  very  grasp,  has  con¬ 
tributed  but  little  more  than  the  half  of 
that. 

Now  we  do  not  want  to  hinder,  inter-' 
iere  with,  or  dimmish  the  work  or  the  re¬ 


ceipts  of  the  Board,  as  the  above  state¬ 
ments  may  show,  but  we  do  feel  that  the 
Executive  Committee  are  acting  unkindly 
towards  our  brethren  in  trying  to  turn 
away  the  sympathies  of  the  church,  from 
results  that  they  confess  they  cannot  at-' 
tempt,  and  we  feel  sometimes  that  they 
are  transcending  their  authority  when  they 
forbid  the  “  benevolent”  to  contribute  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  own  information,  judg- 

*-  ■  j.  O  I 

ment  and  consciences, 

W.-S.  Wilson. 

Owatonna ,  Minn.,  Oct .  27,  1368. 
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DOMESTIC  MISSIONS. 

■f  A  Note  from  Minnesota/  8 

Messrs.  Editors  —  I  am  out  here  on 
what  is  recognized  as  the  “frontier.  I 
enjoy  the  work,  and  strive  to  live  the 
advice  of  my  Master,  “Take,  therefore, 
no  thought  for  the  morrow;  for  the  mor¬ 
row  shall  take  thought  lor  the  things  of 
itself.”  I  am  passing  through  what  I 
might  style  my  infancy  in  this  kind  of 
labour;  still,  I  am  encouraged  by  the 
people,  and  I  am  aware  that  resolution 
and  constancy,  with  a  firm  trust  in  God, 
can  accomplish  any  thing.  I  have  often 
thought  of  writing  you  my  sentiments  in 
regard  to  so  many  of  our  young  men, 
fresh  from  the  Seminary,  loafing,  or 

...  j 


straggling  for  ease,  refinement,  aim 
trashy,  unsanctified  notoriety  in  some 
well-to-do  Eastern  church.  I  have  failed 
to  see  the  propriety,  the  duty  even,  of 
such  a  course  of  action.  Here  we  have 
so  many  excellent  portions  of  the  Lord’s 
vineyard  suffering  for  cultivation,  and  so 
many  immortal  souls  perishing  for  want, 
of  spiritual,  nourishment.  The  devil  is 
busy  enough  all  around  us.  We  want 
help  to  check  him.  I  have  imagined 
how  grand  it  would  be  to  see  a  host  of 
our  young  men  marching  out  upon  our 
frontier,  chanting,  yea,  thundering  forth 
upon  our  prairie  air  those  sublime  lines 
of  Whittier — 

“  We  go  to  plant  her  common  schools 
On  distant- prairie  swells; 

And  give  the  Sabbaths  of  the  wild 
The  music  of  her  bells! 

“Upbearing,  like  the  ark  of  old, 

The  Bible  in  our  van; 

We  go  to  test  the  truth  of  God 
Against  the  fraud  of  man!” 

But  after  reading  in  your  paper,  of 
August  1st,  the  withering  sentence,  “  No 
new  appointments  can  be  made — reduc¬ 
tion  is  inevitable,”  I  tell  you  it  was 
enough'  to  eliminate  all  the  prose  and 
poetry  from  a  melancholy  soul.  I  trust 
that  “  appeal”  from  our  Presbyterial  Com¬ 
mittees  will  be  appreciated  by  other  than 
Western  folk.  “John”  strikes  the  right 
sbord.  We  are  not  of  those  who  say 
‘can’t,”  nor  sit  in  grief,  and  whine  over  r 
dark,  dreary  days,  just  because  young 
men  cannot  sing  Whittier’s  lyrics,  nor 
keep  pace  with  the  tide  of  emigration. 
“The  Lord  reigneth  !”  «  C.  Quill. 

-  JW 

SPASMS. 

BY  REV,  ALFRED  TAYLOR. 

Under  certain  circumstances,  spasms 
are  very  desirable  things. 

If  a  half-drowned  man  have  a  spasm 
of  vitality,  even  if  it  is  but  a  struggling  . 
gasp,  it  is  a  favourable  indication,  and 
serves  to  show  that  there  is  some  use  in 
continuing  the  efforts  to  restore  him  to 
life. 

If  a  lazy  man  have  a  spasm  of  industry, 
somebody  will  be  the  better  of  it. 

If,  in  an  unventilated  church  building, 
a  congregation,  almost  asphyxiated  by 
poisonous  confined  air,  have  a  spasm  of 
healthy  breathing,  even  though  it  be  j 


caused  by  the  breaking  of  a  window/ it 
may  wake  some  sleeper,  and  promote 
general  comfort. 

The  business  man,  who  understands  the 
management  of  his  business,  rejoices  over 
even  a  single  day  of  active  trade  in  a 
time  -of  depression;  vand  does  not  drive 
away  his  customers  to-day,  because  he 
fears  that  trade  will  be  dull  for  a  month 
to  come. 

If  the  word  of  the  Lord  has  free  course 
in  a  church  which  has  been  so  cold  and 
dull  that  its  members  hardly  know  what 
a  conversion  is ;  if  hundreds  are,  almost 
at  once,  brought  to  Christ;  if  a  Pentecos¬ 
tal  revival  clothes  the  dry  bones  with  life; 
and,  even  though  entirely  out  of  the  com-' 
mon  course  of  things,  warms  and  wakens 
the  whole  membership,  shall  we  tremble 
because  we  fear  it  is  merely  spasmodic, 
and  that  conversions  may  not  be  num¬ 
bered  in  the  precise  ratio  of  propriety  for 
five  or  ten  years  to  come  ? 

If  an  illiberal  church,  whose  members 
have  been  distinguished  rather  for  covet¬ 
ousness  than  for  large-hearted  and  self- 
denying  efforts  to  spread  the  gospel,  is 
suddenly  awakened,  ev£n  by  an  unex¬ 
pected  appeal,  from  systematic  niggardli¬ 
ness,  to  even  a  spasmodic  beneficence, 
shall  we  mourn  over  the  spasmodic  na¬ 
ture  of  the  effort?  Or,  shall  we  not  rather 
aim  to  cultivate  the  spasmodic,  to  encou¬ 
rage  it,  and  so  to  apply  a  wholesome 
stimulus  to  it,  that  it  may  grow  into  the 
systematic?  x 

Some  people,  who  witnessed  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  who 
probably  would  have  been  perfectly  satis¬ 
fied  if  a  few  had  been  converted  in  the 
regular  way,  thought  the  whole  thing  was 
spasmodic,  and  mocked  at  it.  They 
went,  too,  so  far  as  to  intimate  that  the 
participators  in  those  scenes  of  revival 
were  drunk. 

We  are  in  the  habit  of  praying  for 
Pentecostal  revivals;  but,  when  any  thing 
approaching  to  the  nature  of  a  Pentecostal 
revival  comes,  we  are  in  the  habit  of  get¬ 
ting  frightened,  lest  it  should  be  the  result 
of  undesirable  stimulus. 

Especially  in  our  religious  money  mat¬ 
ters,  are  we  fearful  of  the  results  of  devia¬ 
tion  from  the  beaten  track. 

Systematic  benevolence  is  good. 
Systematic  beneficence  is  better. 


Systematic  stinginess  is  bad  business. 

Benevolence  is  wishing  well.  Benefi¬ 
cence  is  doing  well.  A  man  who  does  a 
good  deed  from  mere  momentary  impulse, 
accomplishes  more  than  the  man  who 
spends  his  time  in  cyphering  out  how 
much  ough£  to  be  done;  but,  beyond  his 
cyphering,  does  nothing. 

If  there  are  fifty  needy  beggar-boys  in 
sight,  it  is  well  to  divide  our  charities 
among  them,  pro  rata ,  according  to  their 
necessities  and  deserts.  But  if  I  have 
only  a  sixpence  for  the  whole  party,  I 
commit  no  great  sin  if  I  give  it  to  one  of 
the  beggar-boys,  rather  than  systematize 
it  to  death  by  going  into  the  niceties  of  a 
fair  division  of  it.  Perhaps  somebody 
else  may  be  moved  to  relieve  the  other 
necessities,  which  I  cannot  reach. 

It  would  be  a  blessed  thing  if  we  were 
all  as  systematic  and  as  liberal  as  we 
ought  to  be:  if  we  so  regularly  and  so 
fully  came  up  to  our  duties  as  to  be  be¬ 
yond  the  need  of  spasmodic  stimulus. 

The  teachings  of  the  Bible,  on  bene¬ 
ficence,  tend  not  only  towards  liberality, 
but  towards  system.  Paul  did,  verily, 
instruct  the  Corinthians  to  systematic 
appropriations,  that  he  might  not  have  to 
take  up  collections  when  he  came  to  them. 
But  suppose  they  had  neglected  this  sys¬ 
tematic  work,  as  we  have  neglected  ours ; 
suppose  they  had  been  only  benevolent , 
and  their  benevolence  had  not  worked 
out  into  beneficence ,  would  not  such  a 
good  manager  as  Paul  have  taken  up  a 
“certain  contribution,”  on  his  coming? 
The  Christians  at  Antioch  made  a  hand¬ 
some  response  to  the  special  appeal  of 
Agabus.  They  were  so  much  in  earnest 
about  it,  that  they  handed  over  “  cash  in 
advance,”  rather  than  let  the  elders,  who 
constituted  their  board  of  relief  to  the 
Judea  brethren,  run  in  debt  twenty  or 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  and  cripple  their 
efficiency  to  that  extent. 

There  are  times  when  special  efforts  are 
needed.  Efforts,  such  as  may  be  open  to 
the  criticism  that  they  are  spasmodic. 

One  of  those  times  is,  when  our  churches 
have  fallen  into  a  habit  of  doing  less  than 
they  are  able  to  do.  When,  from  the  mis¬ 
chievous  effect  of  the  regularly-recurriiig, 
odious  “  penny  collection,”  people  get  into 
the  habit  of  putting  a  mere  trifle  into  the 
.box,  no  matter  what  be  the  object  for 


which  the  collection  is  taken.  When 
our  members  are  poorly  informed  as  to 
what  goes  with  their  money  ;  their  pastors 
having,  in  too  many  instances,  been  con¬ 
tent  with  the  announcement  that  “  The 
collection  will  now  be  taken,”  rather  than 
an  urgent  appeal  for  a  large  and  liberal 
sum,  based  on  the  wants  of  the  cause  to 
be  refreshed,  and  an  intelligent  presenta¬ 
tion  of  the  condition  of  the  fields  in 
which  the  work  is  being  done. 

Our  hearts  are  stirred  within  us  when 
we  hear  of  poor  Hindoos  who,  being  con¬ 
verted,  give  all  they  have  to  the  cause  of 
the  spread  of  the  gospel.  We  read,  with 
interest  the  account  in  the  second  and 
fourth  chapters  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apos¬ 
tles,  of  the  somewhat  spasmodic  efforts  of 
the  excellent  Christians  who  sold  out  their 
possessions  for  the  good  of  the  cause ;  and, 
in  the  eighteenth  chapter,. of  the  similar 
“  spasm”  of  whole-souled  consecration, 
which  moved'  the  Ephesian  converts  to 
the  combustion  of  some  nine  thousand 

dollars’  worth  of  bad  books.  But  when 
a  “  poor  preacher”  has  his  heart  so  stirred, 
that  the  appeal  which  stirs  it  brings  a 
five  dollar  bill  out  of  his  pocket,  we 
stand  aghast,  cry,  “Spasmodic!”  and 
tremble  for  the  result  on  the  benevolence 
of  the  Church  at  large. 

The  fact  is,  we  need  to  be  stirred, 
moved,  stimulated,  aroused,  appealed  to, 
or  any  thing  that  will  wake  us  up  to  a 
sense  of  the  urgent  necessity  of  the  case. 

System  is  a  glorious  thing  when  it  has 
any  life  in  it.  Let  us  try,  by  God’s 
grace,  so  to  apply  a  wholesome  stimulus 
to  system,  that  beneficence  may  not  be 
systematized  to  death.  And  with  a  sys¬ 
tematic,  vigorous  growth  of  liberality; 
with  a  generous  and  large-hearted  busi¬ 
ness  management;  with  our  pastors  syste¬ 
matically  informed  of  the  progress  and 
the  needs  of  the  work ;  with  our  people 
systematically  and  earnestly  appealed  to 
from  the  pulpit,  our  benevolent  benefi¬ 
cence  can  just  as  well  be  increased  ten¬ 
fold,  as  not. 

And  then,  perhaps,  we  shall  have  no 
need  of  the  spasmodic  and  the  irregular 
in  our  efforts. 


For  tbe  North-Western  Presbyterian. 

THE  BOARD  OF  DOMESTIC  MIS¬ 
SIONS  AND  ITS  EMBAR¬ 
RASSMENTS. 


go, 


'V -v  A ■ .  >  ■ 


Messrs  Editors  : — Wherever  I 
throughout  the  West  and  Northwest,^  I 
encounter  the  same  sorrowful  regrets  and 
.anxieties  about  our  Board  of  Domestic 
Missions.  A  sad  and  threatening  thing  it 
is,  that  so  many  self-denying  men  who  Ire 
tilling  these  distant  fields,  should  be*horn 
erf  their  meager  stipends  at  a  period  when 
their  labors  are  more  essential  than  ever 
both  to  the  Church  and  the  country.  It 
But  the  controlling  question  remains. 
How  can  the  errors  of  the  past  be  re¬ 
trieved?  What  shall  be  done  for  our 
sufieiing  missionaries  ?  I  do  not  know 
that  I  can  throw  any  light  upon  this  point. 
The  urgent  appeals  which  the  Board  is, 
now  making  for  funds,  must  and  will  help 
to  leplenish  its  treasury.  Should  the  next 
Assembly  reorganize  the  Board  on  the  ad- 
mirable  plan  proposed  in  Dr.  Backus’  re¬ 
port,  or  something  akin  to  it,  it  cannot! 
well  fail  to  promote  its  free  and  beneficent 
working.  But  there  is  another  principle  f 
which  the  Board  might  evoke,  possibly  f 

(  taoe-  I  mean,  the  t 

potent  principle  of  personal  sympathy _ I 

applied  on  this  wise.  As  matters  stand,  |; 
our  three  thousand  churches  sustain  the’  [ 
same  relation  to  each  of  our  four  or  five  j 
hundred  missionaries.  They  have  to  do  ! 
with  each  other,  the  churches  and  the  mis¬ 
sionaries,  as  masses.  The  statistics  are  in 
the  gioss;  or,  if  in  detail,  they  concern  no 
one  congregation  more  than  another.  A 
missionary’s  report  appears  in  the  record. 

It  may  be  instructive  and  affecting.  But 
it  is  meant  for  me  and  my  people,  no  more 
and  no  less,  than  for  two  thousand  other 
pastors  and  their  people.  Not  to  dwell 
the  fact  that  only  a  very  few  of  the 


upon 


S&-  v 


missionaries  can  liave  their  reports  or  let¬ 
ters  published  at  all,  how  different  the 
case  would  be  if  this  brother  held  an  im¬ 
mediate  connection  with  my  church;  if  he 
were,  so  to  speak,  their  missionary  ;  if  he 
should  keep  up  a  correspondence  with 
them  ;  tell  them  of  his  field  and  his  expe¬ 
riences;  and  now  and  then  send  a  leaf 
from  his  diary  to  their  Sunday  School. 
Who  does  not  see  that  a  relation  like  this 
would  bring  our  churches  and  missionaries 

into  a  close  and  sacred"  fellowship; 
that  it  would  nourish  the  spirit  of 
missions  in  the  churches,  and  insure 
the  generous  support  of  their  vicars 
in  the  vineyard,  and  that  far  more 
work  would  be  done,  and  better  done,  in 
the  churches  and  in  the  field,  than  is  ac¬ 
complished  now?  What  objection  can 
there  be  to  this  plan  ?  Why  should  not 
every  church,  or,  if  feeble,  every  group  of 
churches,  have  its  own  missionary;  and 
strong  churches  several  missionaries — 
and  that,  without  disturbing  their 
relations  to  the  Board?  Let  the 
Board  be  their  mutual  counsellor,  se¬ 
lecting  suitable  parties,  assisting  at  the 
nuptials,  and  facilitating  their  common 
aims?  Each  church  would  then  have 
a  substantive  interest  in  some  mission  field 
and  its  cultivator  ;  and  every  missionary 
would  be  assured  of  the  sympathy  and 
prayers  of  at  least  one  Christian  church. 

I  can  only  throw  out  the  suggestion.  Let 
other^^iborate  it  if  it  be  of  any  value. 

j&t.  Pauly  Minn.y  Oct.  30,  1868. 


A  HOME  MISSIONARY  PICTURE. 

The  rireacher  rode  twenty  miles  from  the 
railroad  station  in  a  lumber  wagon.  On 
reaching  a  river  the  two  young  men  who 
were  with  him  cast  lots  to  see  which  should 
Jvnm  the  river  and  bring  back  the  ferry 
boat.  Upon  arriving  at  the  house,  the  iam- 
iC were  all  found  dressed  in  their  “Sunday 
clothes  ”  The  work  haa  all  been  finished 
up  mid  put  away,  that  they  might  have  time 
to  enjoy  to  the  utmost  the  presence  ami  con- 


versation  of  God  s  servant,  me  ageci  mo¬ 

ther,  meeting  the  missionary  at  the  door, 
welcomed  him  with  streaming  eyes,  declar¬ 
ing  that  she  had  not  slept  the  previous 
night,  she  was  so  excited  for  joy  at  the  pros¬ 
pect  of  again  beholding  a  Presbyterian  min¬ 
ister..  During  the  evening  two  or  three  of 
the  neighbors  came  over  a  mile  or  two  to  see 

*  o  i  _ i.  .  a _ _ 

On  Sabbath  morning  about  nine  o’clock, 
some  teams  commenced  coming  in.  As  the 
settlement  was  too  new  for  either  church  or 
school-house,  the  services  were  to  be  held  t 
in  a  private  house.  Upon  arriving  at  the  | 
place,  which  was  a  rough  board  shanty,  pev-  i 
haps  twenty  feet  square,  the  interior  with-  * 
out  plastering  or  ceiling,  was  all  in  one 
room.  For  warmth,  newspapers,  religious 
political,  and  pictorial,  were  pasted  over  the 
walls,  while  iron  and  tin  were  hung  conven¬ 
iently  around  the  stove.  A  large  blanket 
shawl  hanging  from  the  floor  joist  above, 
partitioned  ofi‘  one  corner  for  a  dressing- 
room,  where  the  lady  of  the  house  was 
finishing  her  toilet,  while  the  audience 
were  gathering.  Toilet  completed,  she 
came  out,  took  down  the  shawl,  and  made 
it  into  a  cushion  for  a  rough  board  which 
had  been  placed  over  three  chairs  for  a  seat  i 
The  people  gathered  from  far  and  near. 

A  lumber  wagon  with  thirteen  in— -a  man 
and  wife  on  horseback — she,  with  simply  a 
loose  blanket  thrown  over  her  horse,  rode 
with  an  ease  and  grace  that  would  certainly 
have  taken  the  premium  at  an  eastern  fair. 
Then  came  a  man  dressed  in  a  black  broad¬ 
cloth  suit,  and  silk  hat,  walking  and  driving 
four  oxen.  Perched  upon  a  board  across 
the  box  of  a  lumber  wagon  was  his  wife  and 
child.  The  table  was  carried  out  to  make 
room,  and  more  boards  and  wagon  seats 
brought  in  and  speedily  filled,  until  sixty 
were  crowded  into  that  house. — The  Record. 

- as* — - - - 

appointments.  I  will  let  him  tell  his 
own  story  as  he  tells  it  to  me,  and  then, 
if  any  body  chooses  to  help  him,  they  can 
send  their  donations  to  the  Presbyterian : 

11  Dear  Brother— l  have  to  thank  you  very 
much  for  your  service  and  valuable  help  to  me. 

I  have,  received  in  money  about  $15  and  a  box 
from  ladies.  The  Board  gives  me 
now  $150  a  year  for  this  new  mission.  It  is 
very  little;  still  I  am  exceedingly  thankful. 
My  work,  or  better,  the  work  of  the  Lord,  is 
growing,  and  I  do  the  service  with  pleasure, 
l  am  at  present  praying  for  a  horse — a  mis¬ 
sionary  horse — as  I  am  preaching  in  three 
counties,  on  three  different  stations;  and  I 
should  preach  in  two  more  if  I  had  a  horse 
and  saddle.  But  the  Lord  has  to  give  me  one 
through  his  children.  To  go  by  foot  eighteen 
miles  around,  to  see  the  members  of  my  flock 
and  keep  up  prayer-meetings,  is  very  hard  ;  but 
to  go  into  two  other  counties,  in  the  same  way,, 
is  much  harder.  To  hire  one  is  an  impossibility. 
Ine  Lord  guide  you  that  you  may  find  soma 

rae  in  this— to  get  a  horse  for 
about  $125.  I  trust  in  the  Lord  that  he  will 
the  means  to  buy  one,  through  his 


arlt  of  (Star  aflmvclt. 


DOMESTIC  MISSIONS. 

Another  Plea  for  Home  Missions. 


3fessrs.  Editors — A  disclaimer  of  a  wish 
rto  magnify  the  cause  of  Home  Missions 
above  other  kindred  causes  is  not  called 
for.  This  great  cause  holds  no  secondary 
place  among  the  Christian  charities  which 
now  urge  their  claims  before  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Church.  The  Presbyterian  Church 
has  a  deep  interest  and  responsibility  in 
the  evangelization  of  our  great  country. 
•Ours  is  a  missionary  church,  in  its  consti¬ 
tution,  position,  and  history.  In  the 
/  sisterhood  of  American  churches,  it  has  a 
■commanding  place  and  influence,  for  it  is 
inferior  to  none,  not  to  speak  of  numbers 
which  are  never  a  true  standard  of  merit, 
in  intelligence  and  ready  appliances  for 
efficient  service  in  the  Master’s  great  work. 

Two  questions  especially  press  them¬ 
selves,  in  home  evangelization,  upon  the 
earnest  consideration  of  the  Presbyterian 
•Church.  The  first  has  reference  to  the 
field,  its  magnitude  and  importance,  and 
the  second  looks  to  an  economical  use  of 
the  means  at  command  for  its  culture. 

Of  late  there  have  been  marks  of  the 
awakening  of  a- new  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions,  as 
pleasing  as  it  was  necessary.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  or  denial  of  the  fact,  that 
somehow  this  Board  has  been  suffered,  for 
want  of  means,  to  limit  its  operations 
within  the  bounds  of  acknowledged  oppor¬ 
tunities  and  obligations.  The  fact  of  this 
shortcoming  has  been  known  and  felt,-  and 
all  the  officers  of  the  Board,  as  well  as 
the  church  generally,  have,  or  ought  to 
have,  shared  in  the  regret  which  it  must 
inspire.  If  these,  then,  are  indications  of 
a  coming  favorable  change  in  the  affairs 
of  this  Board,  all  interested  in  its  welfare 
cannot  fail-  to  rejoice  at  the  pleasing  omen. 
And  the  more  the  subject  is  submitted  to 
view  and  pondered,  the  greater  will  be 
the  zeal  enkindled  in  its  behalf.  To  aid 
in  this  measure,  is  the  design  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  brief  statement  of  some  of  the  leading 
facts  touching  the  two  great  questions,  as 
above  suggested,  now  claiming  the  special 
attention  of  the  church. 


First,  the  field,  its  magnitude  and  im¬ 
portance. 

Yast  are  the  geographical  dimensions 
of  our  country.  Within  the  memory  of 
the  present  generation  its  extent  has  been 
greatly  enlarged.  Its  northern  border  is 
that,  of  the  lakes,  and  in  part  of  the 
Arctic  sea.  It  spans  the  vast  space  be¬ 
tween  two  oceans.  Its  southern  limits 
are  close  upon  the  northern  tropic,  and 
may,  ere  long,  be  near  the  equator.  And 
all  this  extended  domain  is  receiving  an 
increasing  population,  pushing  its  way 
into  new  portions,  busy  in  new  enter¬ 
prises,  tilling  the  soil,  opening  new  chan¬ 
nels  of  trade,  developing  rich  mineral 
wealth,  establishing  manufacturers,  and 
building  new  towns.  What  is  now  seen 
along  the  line  of  the  great  ^Pacific  rail¬ 
way,  and  in  lateral  directions  on  each 
side,  of  thronging  adventurers,  the  pio¬ 
neers,  rude  though  some  of  them  may  be, 
of  a  progressive  civilization,  new  settle¬ 
ments  and  new  enterprises,  will  more  and 
more  increase;  and  as  new  national  roads 
shall  be  built  north  and  south  of  this 
central  line,  similar  results  will  follow, 
until  all  available  districts  in  this  vast 
field  will  be  occupied  and  brought  under 
contribution  to  the  necessary  uses  of  man¬ 
kind.  More  than  all  else  that  belongs  to 
this  subject,  in  material  resources  and 
development,  the  workers  themselves, 
the  human  population,  the  individuals 
and  the  communities,  existing  and  multi¬ 
plying  in  our  land,  concern  us  to  supply, 
as  needed,  the  religious  influences  and 
culture  which  are  now,  and  continually 
will  be  demanded.  If  now  waste  places 
exist,  what  will  be  the  fact  when  over 
40,000,000  of  souls  shall  soon  have  become 
80,000,000  ?  Already,  in  the  gathering 
of  the  representatives  of  the  nations 
within  our  borders,  we  are  fast  acquiring 
a  cosmopolitan  character.  As  the  heathen 
themselves  flock  to  our  shores,  our  work 
of  domestic  missions  is  becoming,  in  part, 
a  foreign  missionary  work.  The  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  world  are  coming  to  us. 

But  it  is  needless  to  farther  enlarge 
upon  the  greatness  and  importance  of  the 
field,  now  so  wide,  and  every  day  so 
enlarging. 

The  other  great  question,  especially 
practical  in  its  nature,  on  this  subject,  is 


iiow  to  economize  and  most  efficiently 
employ  the  means  of  our  church  in  the 

cause  of  Home  Missions. 

Here,  in  the  outset,  the  writer  is  con- 1 
strained  to  say,  in  his  opinion,  if  a  system 
could  be  deviled  and  carried  out  by 
which,  in  a  community  of  interest,  there 
could  be  an  “  equality”  of  ministerial 
support,  much  would  be  accomplished  in 
the  direction  of  a  more  thorough  evangel¬ 
ization  of  our  land.  One  good  result 
would  thus  be  attained,  the  devoted  and 
worthy  missionary  on  the  frontier  would 
be  put  in  a  position  above  want  and 
anxiety,  and  another  might  also  follow  ; 
there  might  remain,  over  and  above  a 
necessary  requirement,  such  a  super¬ 
abundance  as  would  supply  the  means  of 
support  to  an  additional  number  of  Chris¬ 
tian  laborers.  But  this  cannot  be  hoped 
for  “  till  the  good  old  rule,”  according  to 
Mr.  Wordsworth’s  lines,  shall  have  been 
changed : 

— “The  good  old  rule 

Sufficeth  them  ;  the  simple  plan, 

That  they  should  take  who  have  the  power, 

And  they  should  keep  who  can.” 

Still  something  must  and  can  be  done 
to  make  our  schemes  of  evangelization 
more  efficient.  Let  the  wealthy  congre¬ 
gations,  which  are  contributing  already 
largely,  give  more  to  this  cause.  Would 
that  there  might  be  a  general  emulation 
of  a  recent  example  of  generous  giving  in 
a  congregation  in  New  York.  Then,  is  it 
too  much  to  ask  of  any  congregations,  less 
favored  in  this  world’s  goods,  that  they 
make  special  efforts  to  increase  the  amount 
of  their  gifts  for  this  object,  and  particu¬ 
larly  let  pastors  and  church  sessions  see 
that  the  appeal  for  aid  to  this  cause  be 
addressed  to  every  one  who  is  able,  in 
any  degree,  to  give.  The  particular  mode 
of  reaching  the  object  is  secondary;  the 
great  matter  is  to  make  known  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  and  obligation  for.  giving,  and  to 
bring  these  in  a  direct  application  to  the 
hearts  and  consciences  of  the  persons  con- 
iCerned. 

There  seems  to  be  an  idea  in  many 
minds  that  the  Executive  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Missions  can  do  every  thing. 
Doubtless  there  is  a  great  responsibility 
resting  upon  them.  The  appointing  of 
missionaries  is  theirs  ;  the  exploring  of 
new  fields  is  theirs ;  it  is  theirs  to  gather 


imormation  respecting  the  wants  of  the 
land,  and  spread  it  before  the  Church,  and 
publish  all  tlie  facts  touching  demands 
for  men  and  money.  The  BoNard  acts  in 
the  capacity  of  an  agent  of  the  -.Church. 
How  far  it  is  warranted  in  committing 
the  Church  to  pecuniary  responsibility  by 
incurring  indebtedness  in  the  prosecution 
of  its  special  work,  must  be  left  to  its 
own  discretion  to  decide.  But  one  thing 
is  clear,  that  it  is  not  warranted  in  failing  I 
to  undertake  mission  work,  till  it  has  ex¬ 
hausted  all  proper  measures  for  obtaining 
from  the  Church  the  necessary  means  of 
sustentation. 

A  prime  object  of  our  missionary 
scheme  should  be  to  carry  the  gospel  to 
“regions  beyond” — the  new  outer  places 
of  the  land.  Sooner  or  later  the  new 
fields  should  become  self-sustaining.  Not 
to  say  there  may  not  be  occasions  in  which, 
for  a  long  period,  aid  may  be  needed  to 
enable  some  feeble  churches  to  sup¬ 
port  themselves.  But  both  in  the  case  of 
new  and  old  fields,  there  is  room  for  pru¬ 
dent  and  judicious  discrimination  as  to 
the  making  of  pecuniary  appropriations. 
In  the  discretion  which  should  be  a  con¬ 
ceded  right  of  the  Board,  much  might  be 
the  saving  of  means  for  other  further  en¬ 
terprises.  This  very  subject  of  econo¬ 
mizing  the  resources  at  command,  would 
justify  a  protracted  consideration.  It  is 
one  thing  to  acquire  the  means,  and  an¬ 
other  quite  as  important  wisely  to  appro¬ 
priate  them,  and  this  not  in  all  cases  by 
acceding  to  requests,  or  adopting  stand¬ 
ards  which  may  be  dictated  by  Presby¬ 
terians,  or  committees,  or  individuals, 
who  may  be  specially  intrusted  in  par¬ 
ticular  cases.  Doubtless  the  Board  has  its 
rules,  but  doubtless  it  sometimes  errs,  and 
this  as  frequently  in  an  excessive  as  a  de¬ 
fective  appropriation.  And  the  plea  is 
that  others  will  have  it  so.  And  here, 
let  it  not  be  understood  that  complaint  is 
made  that  any  beneficiary  of  the  Board 
receives  too  much,  but  only  that  while 
the  Board  gives  more,  individual  churches, 
young  and  old,  give  less. 

All  the  parties  concerned,  the  churches 
and  the  Board  of  Missions,  can  have  only 
one  object  in  view,  and  that  is  the  greatest 
good  of  our  great  country ;  and  for  the 
furtherance  of  this  end  the  common  de¬ 
sire  is  shared,  that  our  beloved  Church, 
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which  has  been  honored  in  bearing  tue 
standard  of  the  cross  into  so  many  foreign 
fields,  and  which  has  been  not  a  whit  be¬ 
hind  the  chiefest  in  missionary  labors  at 
home,  from  the  Atlantic  shore  through  the 
inland  States  and  Territories  to  the  Paci¬ 
fic  border,  may  do  yet  more  and  more  for 
the  wished-for  evangelization  of  all  por¬ 
tions  of  our  land.  A,  W. 

We  publish  the  following  letter  from  a 
young  man,  now  in  the  Territories,  show¬ 
ing  the  necessity  for  instant  efforts  by 
the  Church  to  carry  the  gospel  into  these 
aregions  of  our  country.  / 

“ Messrs .  Editors — When  in  the  Blast,  I 
•heard  many  advising  young  men  to  go  to 
the  far  West,  and  seek  their  fortunes 
there.  Few,  I  believe,  are  aware  of  the 
influences  brought  to  bear  upon  those 
who  come  to  this  country.  I  am  per¬ 
suaded  that  no  Christian  parent  would 
wish  his  son  to  be  exposed  to  them.  The 
obscene  story  and  jest  must  be  continu¬ 
ally  in  his  ears.  Almost  every  sentence 
that  he  hears  is  interlarded  with  oaths. 
He  who  has  been  brought  up  under  reli¬ 
gious  influences,  and  has  passed  for  a 
moral  young  man  in  the  East,  here,  cut 
off  from  all  religious  influences  and 
restraints,  becomes,  alas!  too  often,  pro¬ 
fane,  and  a  Sabbath-breaker.  They 
■seem  to  think,  as  I  have  more  than 
once  heard  them  say,  that  ‘God  does  not 
know  what  is  going  on  beyond  the  Mis¬ 
souri  river.’  There  are  no  churches 
.here,  no  Sabbath  is  observed,  and  it  is 
but  rarely  that  a  professor  of  religion, 
who  showTs  his  colours,  is  to  be-  seen. 
Here  a  man  cannot  choose  his  associ¬ 
ates.  He  must  lie  down  at  night,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  wicked  companions,  or  sleep 
•alone  in  the  open  air.  In  the  daytime 
ne  must  keep  with  his  company,  or  run 
the  risk  of  almost  certain  death  by  the 
Indians.  If  he  would  be  alone  with  his 
God,  he  must  wander  out  into  the  wil¬ 
derness.  The  open  air  is  the  Christian’s 
only  prayer-room.  Is  it  wonderful,  in 
such  a  country,  that  one  who  is  not 
more  than  merely  moral — one  unsus¬ 
tained  by  the  grace  of  God — should  fall 
into  sin?  Is  there  a  region  of  our 
country  that  more  needs  the  prayers  of 
•Christians?  If  you  could  listen  to  what 


I  hear  and  see  daily,  I  almost  think:  you 
wrould  say  no.  On  the  Sabbath,  the  day 
is  devoted  to  hunting,  or  washing,  mend¬ 
ing,  and  other  work.  Is  not  this  a  field 
for  Christian  labour?  What  but  Om¬ 
nipotent  power  can  save  a  soul  from  such 
surroundings!  And  yet  where  is  there 
more  danger  of  sudden  death?  The  In¬ 
dians  have  already  commenced  their 
raids,  and  theaten  to  be  more  troublesome 
this  year  than  ever  before.  The  Powder 
river  country  having  been  abandoned  by 
•the  government,  their  wholq,  force  will  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  line  of .  the 
railroad.  I  would  ask  the  prayers  of 
■Christians  for  myself,  that  I  may  so  live 
and  act  as  not  to  bring  discredit  upon 
the  cross  of  Christ,  and  that  my  efforts 
may  be  blessed  to  the  salvation  oh  some 
of  those  who  are  now  in  the  way  that 
leads  to  death  and  destruction.  Pray 
•that  wisdom  may  be  given  me  to  labour 
for  Christ.  A  B.” 

To  Your  Tents,  0  Israel! 

Messrs.  Editors— In  reply  to  a  Presby- 
terial  recommendation  of  a  new  and  very 
promising  field  to  the  Board  of  Domestic, 
Missions  for  aid  in  supporting  the  pastor, 

I  have  just  received  a  negative  answer: 

Funds  too  low" to  admit  of  opening  new 
fields.” 

To-day,  a  man  from  another  promising 
young  church— at  present  New-school, 
but  wishing  to  become  Old-school — asked 
me  what  aid  they  can  get.  My  heart 
aches!  What  shall  we  do?  Shall  we  all 
still  plead  in  stereotyped  prayer  that  the 
Lord  would  send  forth  labourers  into  his 
harvest;  that  he  would  prosper  Zion, 
lengthen  her  cords,  and  strengthen  her 
•stakes,  while  we  make  no  effort  on  our 

PaShall  Christians  in  their  palatial  resi¬ 
dences,  with  thousands  at  interest,  sit 
and  sine  themselves  away  to  everlasting 
bliss,”  saying,  “Waft,  waft,  ye  winds  his 
•ctory,”  while  they  do  nothing?  We  have 
•unemployed  men  and  vacant  churcnes. 
But  alas!  the  Board  cannot  open  new 
fields  for  want  of  money!  What!  only 
hold  what  we  have  ?  Make  no  aggres¬ 
sions  on  the  enemies’  strongholds  i  Let 
•these  busy  millions  rush  on  to  death  and 
hell?  And  for  what?  That  we  may 
pile  together  yet  more  sordid  dust,  or 


ruav  indulge  in  the  delicacies  and  luxu¬ 
ries  of  table  and  dress!  Well,  wherever 
these  lines  are  traced,  I  would  have  the 
reader  inquire:— “If  these  multitudes 
perish  while  God’s  toiling  people  are  cry- 
ini  Come  over  and  help  us,  what  will  be 
my  responsibility  ?  Shall  I  be  innocent 
of  the  olood  of  these  men?” 

Now,  I  much  fear  that  all  this  will  be 
looked  upon  as  so  much  more  grumbling 
from  some  discontented  missionary.  Be 
it  so.  But  remember,  reader,  who  has 
said: — “Whoso  hath  this  world’s  goods, 
and  seeth  his  brother  have  need,  and 
shutteth  up  his  bowels  of  compassion  from 
him,  how  dwelleth  the  love  of  God  in 
him?”  Brethren,  help  the  Board. 

John. 

presbyter  and  Banner  please  copy. 

For  the  Standard. 

PRESBYTERIAN  EMIGRANTS. 

At  a  ferry  on  the  Mississippi  River,  the 
traveller  was  formerly  met  by  a  placard  headed 
“Presbyterian  Emigrants.”  It  was  put  up  by  a 
zealous  and  enterprising  missionar^  of  our 
church,  and  was  an  invitation  to  Presbyterians 
passing  westward  to  stop  and  register  their 
names  and  their  intended  location,  that  they 
might,  if  possible,  be  looked  after  and  provided 
with  the  means  of  grace. 

There  are  perhaps  thousands  of  Presbyterian 
families  annually  moving  westward,  and  in 
many  cases,  going  where  there  are  no  church 
organizations  and  no  public  means  of  grace. 
In  some  cases  there  may  be  enough  Presbyte¬ 
rian  settlers  in  a  neighborhood  to  form  a  church; 
but  they  come  from  different  States  and  coun¬ 
ties,  are  unacquainted  with  each  other,  do  not 
take  our  church  papers,  and  know  not  where 
\  to  look  for  a  minister.  There  mav  be  a  Pres- 
byterian  Church  and  minister  within  a  day’s 
ride,  but  for  want  of  acquaintance  there  is  no 
communication.  The  piety  of  the  settlers, 
without  the  blessed  influence  of  the  church,  de¬ 
generates,  and  their  childreu  grow  up  rude  and 
irreligious;  or  at  best  the  parents  are  gathered 
into  other  denominations,  where  they  are  never 
at  home,  and  they  and  their  children  are  lost 
to  the  church  of  their  fathers,  and  often  lose 

the  benefits  of  sound  gospel  doctrine  and  dis¬ 
cipline. 


It  is  true  that  emigrants  ought  to  inform 
themselves  more  carefully  before  moving.  But 
they  often  think  only  of  soil  and  timber  and 
water,  taking  it  for  granted  that  religious  priv¬ 
ileges  will  follow  them.  They  ought,  to  take 
more  pains,  too,  after  settling,  to  ascertain 
whether  there  are  any  ministers  of  their  own 
church  within  reach.  But  they  are  so  pressed 
with  the  labors  and  cares  incident  to  a  new 
settlement,  as  to  feel  excusable  for  neglecting 
their  religious  interests. 

We  would  propose  as  a  partial  remedy  that 
Christians,  and  especially  ministers  who  have 
friends  or  parishoners  in  the  West,  unsupplied 
with  the  services  of  their  own  church,  should 
inform  themselves  of  their  exact  location,  and 
write  to  the  Presbyterian  Minister  nearest  to 
their  new  home.  If  ministers  would  do  this 
whenever  a  family  removes,  many  sad  cases  of 
declension  might  be  prevented. 

Those  having  friends  in  Wisconsin  or  Min¬ 
nesota  are  invited  to  write  to  the  District 
Missionary  for  those  States,  Rev.  Stuart  Mitch 
ell,  Kilbourn  City,  Wis.  The  information  thus 
given  will  be  gladly  received,  and  if  possible, 
used  for  their  benefit. 

S.  M. 


AvS  la srf 


DOMESTIC  MISSIONS.  t 

3  H01113  Mission  iry  Work  in  the  West  as  a  T 
School  of  Training  for  Young  Ministers. 

West  of  the  Big  .Woods,  Minnesota. 

Messrs.  Editors — At  the  present  season 
of  the  year  there  are,  doubtless,  a  number 
of  young  men  who  have  recently  gradua¬ 
ted  from  the  Theological  Seminaries  of  our 
land,  who  are  as  yet  unprovided  with  per¬ 
manent  fields  of  labour,  and  who  are  anx¬ 
iously  and  prayerfully  watching  the  indi¬ 
cations  of  Providence  ;  asking  most  earn¬ 
estly,  with  Paul,  “Lord,  what  wilt  thou 
have  me  to  do  ?”  To  such,  permit  a  home 
'missionary,  on  the  Western  frontier,  who 
has  had  a  brief,  yet  most  pleasant  and 
profitable  experience  in  his  field  of  labour, 
to  present  the  claims  of  the  department  . 
of  ministerial  labor  in  which  he  is  engaged,  ’ 
as  offering,  in  his  estimation,  the  very  best 
training  school  for  every  young  man  en¬ 
tering  upon  the  ministry,  who  is  desirous 
of  enjoying  a  varied  and  extended  career 
of  usefulness. 

And  in  attempting  to  do  this,  no  ac¬ 
count  will  be  made,  at  the  present  time, 
of  the  far  more  important  considerations 
I  which  might  be  urged  in  behalf  of  home 
missionary  work,  viz :  its  magnitude,  the 
greatness  of  the  spiritual  destitution,  and 
the  pressing  demand  there  is  ail  along  our 
Western  frontier  for  more  labourers  to  oc¬ 
cupy  the  points  that  are  constantly  coming 
to  light.  Taking,  if  you  please  so  to  de¬ 
nominate  it,  the  lowest  view  of  the  work,  as 
considered  in  its  subjective  effects,  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  present  some  facts  and  state¬ 
ments  that  are  worthy  the  attention  of 
every  young  man  who  has  had  his  eyes 
J  turned  in  the  direction  of  the  West  as  a 
prospective  field  of  missionary  labour. 

And  first  of  all,  a  word  or  two  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  qualifications  requisite  to  suc¬ 
cessful  labor  in  the  West.  Of  course,  it 
is  not  every  young  man  that  is  fitted  for 
it  by  natitral  disposition  or  taste.  At  the 
same  time,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  affirm¬ 
ing  that  the  very  qualifications  requisite 
to  success  here,  are  those  that  are  most 
needed  in  the  'largest  and  most  responsi¬ 
ble  charge  of  any  church  East,  in  the  city 
or  country.  A  heart  full  of  zeal  for  the 
Master’s  service,  a  well-disciplined  mind, 
a  faculty  of  adapting  one’s  self  to  circum¬ 
stances,  and  a  self-denying  spirit  are  ne¬ 


cessary  to  success  in  any  field  of  ministerial 
labour,  and  in  none  more  so  than  in  mis¬ 
sionary  work  in  the  far  West.  It  is  a 
mistake,  also,  to  suppose  that  true  intel¬ 
lectual  talent  will  not  be  appreciated  in  a 
new  country.  True,  if  the  preacher  de¬ 
sires  to  exhibit  his  rhetorical  powers,  or 
make  a  pedantic  display  of  his  learning, 
he  will  “waste  his  sweetness  on  the  desert 
air,’’ and  find  an  unappreciative  auditory; 
but  if  he  is  willing  to  forget  himself,  and 
desires  only  to  present  the  simple  truths 
of  the  gospel  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make 
an  impression  upon  his  hearers,  he  vail 
find  ample  scope  for  all  his  learning  and 
eloquence,  even  though  he  be  addressing 
a  handful  of  backwoodsmen  in  an  humble 
log  cabin. 

I  I  state  briefly  some  of  the  leading  fea¬ 
tures  of  home  missionary  work  in  the 
West,  in  respect  to  which  it  affords  a  su¬ 
perior  training  for  beginners  in  the  min¬ 
istry. 

I  would  mention  first,  the  study  of  hu¬ 
man  nature,  for  which  no  other  kind  of 
pastoral  labour,  that  I  am  aware  of,  affords 
a  better  opportunity.  In  the  first  place, 
unlike  the  pastor  of  a  regular  congrega¬ 
tion  East,  or  in  the  larger  cities  West,  the 
sphere  of  the  missionary’s  labours  is  not 
restricted  to  a  single  locality,  but  is  of  ne¬ 
cessity  extended  over  a  large  section  of 
country.  He  is  thus  constantly  coming 
in  contact  with  a  greater  diversity  of  char¬ 
acter,  and  a  more  varied  manifestation  of 
business  activity,  than  if  he  were  confined 
to  a  single  spot.  Every  little  village, 
hamlet,  and  settlement  has  its  individual 
characteristics  and  peculiarities,  and  in 
going  his  rounds,  or  traveling  his  “  cir¬ 
cuit” — as  our  Methodist  brethren  term  it 
— the  preacher  will  find  them  a  profitable 
subject  for  observation  and  speculation. 
.Again,  as  every  attentive  observer  in  a 
mew  country  must  have  seen,  character 
comes  more  cut  on  the  surface  here  than 
elsewhere.  There  are  fev;er  disguises, 
false  assumptions  and  pretences  than  in 
older  settled  countries  where  the  restrain¬ 
ing  power  of  custom  and  public  opinion 
holds  in  check  many  a  peculiarity  or  moral 
idiosyncracy  that  would  otherwise  stand 
out  prominently  to  view.  Here,  men  appear 
more  as  they  really  are,  speak  as  they  really 
think,  and  act  as  they  really  wish.  Thus 
it  is  that  the  preacher  beholds  every  possi- 
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ble  variety  and  phase  ot  cnaracter.,  irom 
the  very  purest  and  loveliest  to  the  mokt 
shameless  and  revolting  exhibition  of  mor¬ 
al  depravity.  In  days  gone  by,  I  remember 
reading  works  of  fiction,  which  contained 
such  unnatural  representation  of  charac¬ 
ter,  that  I  wondered  how  it  was  possible 
the  author  could  introduce  such  gross  car¬ 
icatures  of  humanity  upon  the  stage  of 
action,  and  call  them  men  and  women ; 
yet  in  the  course  of  my  missionary  trav¬ 
els,  I  have  actually  met  and  conversed 
with  still  greater  caricatures  of  human 
nature — not  like  the  former,  merely  crea¬ 
tures  of  imagination,  but  real  flesh  and 
blood.  And  not  only  will  the  preacher 
have  an  opportunity  of  amusing  himself, 
if  you  please,  by  observing  these  peculi¬ 
arities  of  character,  whether  small  or  ; 
great,  but  what  is  more  to  the  purpose  for 
him  in  his  work,  he  will  have  an  une¬ 
qualled  opportunity  for  studying  human 
nature  in  its  religious  or  spiritual  aspects. 
He  will  find  representatives  of  every  pos¬ 
sible  shade  of  religious  belief  or  unbelief,  . 
from  the  most  rigid  Calvinist  to  the  most 
lax  Socinian  ;  from  the  superstitious  Ro¬ 
manist  to  the  most  unblushing  Infidel,  and 
from  the  stoutest  Churchman  to  the  dis¬ 
believer  in  any  and  every  form  of  eccle¬ 
siastical  organization.  In  short,  he  will 
find  every  denomination  or  phase  of  re¬ 
ligious  belief  he  has  ever  heard  or  read  of, 
and  a  great  many  more  besides. 

Again,  he  will  find  much  less  of  that  reti¬ 
cence  and  disinclination  to  talk  on  reli¬ 
gious  subjects,  on  the  part  <?f  irreligious 

people  here,  than  is  apt  to  be  the  case 
in  older  settled  communities.  Men  of  the 
West  are  intensely  practical,  and  are  not 
satisfied  unless  they  have  fully  canvassed 
and  discussed  the  merits  of  any  subject 
that  has  been  brought  to  their  attention. 
They  regard  the  preacher  very  much  in 
the  light  of  an  agent  or  business  man, 
who  has  his  particular  line  of  business  to 
follow,  and  are  willing  to  hear  what  he 
has  to  say,  claiming  at  the  same  time,  the 
right  to  .express  their  opinion  freely  on 
the  same  subject,  in  no  way  overawed  by 
the  dignity  ot  his  office  or  sacredness  of 
his  calling.  In  this  way,  it  is  needless  to 
say  taat  the  earnest  labourer,  whose  heart 
is  in  the  work,  can  be  learning  something 
all  tae  time,  in  the  store,  on  the  highwav,  - 
m  the  humble  cabin. 


At  the  social  meeting,  and  when  he 
comes  to  nreach,  his  sermon  is  redolent 
with  life.  He  delineates  human  nature, 
not  as  it  is  defined  in  the  books;  but  as  it 
actively  stands  out  in  bold  relief  before 
him,  and  he  is  thus  enabled  to  make  such 
direct  and  pungent  applications  of  the 
truth,  as  to  make  even  the  most  gospel- 
hardened  sinner  wince. 

And  this  leads  me  to  mention  another 
feature  of  the  wmrk,  perhaps  the  most 
important,  regarding  it  as  a  training  for 
the  preacher.  I  refer  to  the  incompar¬ 
able  drill  it  gives  him  in  extemporaneous 
preaching.  In  the  first  place  the  mis¬ 
sionary  is  obliged  to  preach  without  the 
use  of  a  manuscript — driven  to  it  by 
actual  necessity — whether  he  has  a  pre- 
(j  ference  for  that  kind  of  preaching  or  not. 
Like  the  “puppies”  referred  to  in  Dr.  J. 
W.  Alexander’s  “Thoughts  on  Preach¬ 
ing,”  he  finds  himself  “chucked  in  the 
water,”  with  the  agreeable  alternative  of 
swimming  or  drowning.  What  more 
solemn  farce  could  he  enact,  than  to 
stand  in  the  .centre  of  a  little  log  cabin, 
with  its  rough  walls  and  low  ceiling,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  men,  wromen,  and  children, 
seated  on  their  rude  benches,  and  there 
read  to  them  from  an  elaborately  pre-i 
pared  manuscript?  So  far  as  producing 
an  impression  is  concerned,  a  few  pages 
from  Webster’s  Unabridged  Dictionary, 
or  a  few  demonstrations  in  Euclid,  would 
be  likely  to  answer  as  well.  No,  an 
auditory  of  this  kind  needs  to  be  talked 
to,  not  read  to.  There  are  now  and  then 
those  that  prefer  a  written  sermon;  but 
they  are  exceptions.  The  bulk  of  new 
settlers  vastly  prefer  a  fresh  extempora¬ 
neous  discourse,  and  will  listen  to  one 
that  interests  them  for  upwards  of  an 
hour,  while  they  fall  to  sleep  under  the 
most  able  discourse  that  is  read  to,  them 
from  a  manuscript.  This  may  be  due  to 
a  want  of  cultivation;  but  the  preacher 
has  to  take  them  as  he  finds  them,  and 
act  accordingly. 

Again,  if  he  is  a  novice  in  the  act  of 
extemporaneous  preaching,  and  has  a 
lack  of  confidence,  he  can  make  a  begin¬ 
ning  here  under  circumstances  far  less 
embarrassing  than  in  the  pulpit  of  an  old 
established  church,  where  more  attention 
is  paid  to  matters  of  propriety  and  deco¬ 
rum,  and  where  the  young  preacher 


speaks  under  the  oppressive  conscious¬ 
ness  so  fatal  to  all  successful  oratory, 
that  there  are  those  among  his  hearers 
ready  to  note  his  every  inelegancy  of  ex¬ 
pression,  or  lack  of  precision  m  statement. 
He  has  little  or  nothing  of  the  kind  to 
dread  from  this  source  out  here.  In  new 
countries  men  judge  of  sermons  very 
much  as  they  do  of  each  other;  not  by 
the  clothes  they  wear,  as  by  what  the 
clothes*  contain.  And.  a  sermon  that  is 
sound  in  doctrine,  logical  in  form,  rich  in 
illustrations,  and  practical  in  its  bearings, 
will  pass  muster,  even  if  now  and  then  it 
contain  a  grammatical  blunder,  or  mis- 
'  construed  sentence. 

-But  the  crowning  excellence  of  home 
missionary  work,  as  a  school  for  develop¬ 
ing  the  extemporaneous  preacher,  lies,  I 
believe,  in  this  fact,  that  it  tends  to  make 
him  literally  extemporaneous — that  is,  the 
nature  of  the  work  is  such  that  he  is  often 
compelled,  by  force  of  circumstances,  to 
speak  with  little  or  no  immediate  prepa¬ 
ration.  This  arises  partly  from  the  fact 
that  he  is  frequently  summoned  to  hold 
services  in  very  short  notice,  so  that  when 
he  rises  to  announce  his  text,  he  hardly 
knows  what  one  to  select.  It  is  also  due 
to  the  shifting  and  uncertain  character  of 
the  audiences  to  which  he  preaches. 
After  expending  considerable  time  and 
care  in  the  preparation  of  a  discourse 
adapted  to  a  certain  class  of  hearers,  he 
finds,  on  arriving  at  the  place  of  meeting,’ 
few,  or  none  of  that  class  present,  and  is 
thus  obliged  to  give  an  entirely  different 
tone  to  his  discourse,  or  choose  a  new 
subject  altogether.  Now,  while  I  am 
aware  that  nothing  can  be  more  injurious 
to  the  preacher  than  the  habit  of  speaking 
without  thought  or  premeditation,  yet 
when  it  comes  in  the  line  of  duty,  and 
the  preacher  is  obliged  to  deliver  a  hastily 
prepared  discourse,  or  lose  a  golden  op¬ 
portunity  for  doing  good,  then  the  case  is 
entirely  different;  and  then  it  is  that  he 
can  safely  ask  for  the  assistance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  plead  the  promise  given 
by  the  Saviour  to  his  disciples — originally 
intended,  it  is  true,  for  other  circum¬ 
stances,  but  fully  applicable  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  instance — to  “  take  no  thought  how,  , 
or  what  ye  shall  speak;  for  it  shall  be 
given  you  in  that  same  hour  what  ye 
shall  speak.”  And  not  unfrequently  on 
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occasions  ot  this  kind  the  preacher  makes  * 
some  of  his  most  successful  efforts,  thus 
plainly  evincing  the  presence  and  aid  of 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

As  may  easily  be  seen,  this  kind  of 
training  is  admirably  adapted  to  make 
the  preacher  a  ready  man — who  holds  at 
perfect  command  his  stores  of  knowledge 
— who  is  in  the  habit  of  depending,  not 
merely  on  special,  but  on  a  general  pre¬ 
paration  for  the  pulpit;  and,  above  all,  it  ^ 
causes  him  more  vividly  and  fully  to 
realize  his  constant  need  of  assistance 
from  the  Holy  Spirit. 

As  a  third  feature,  in  respect  to  which 
Home  Missionary  work  affords  an  invalu¬ 
able  training,  I  would  mention  the  devel¬ 
opment  and  cultivation  of  habits  of  inde¬ 
pendent  action  and  self-reliance.  This 
also  is  forced  upon  the  preacher  by  the 
very  nature  of  his  work.  His  position  is 
generally  an  isolated  one,  and  he  may 
regard  himself  fortunate  oftentimes,  if 
there  is  a  brother  minister  of  his  own 
connection  within  twenty  or  thirty  miles 
of  him.  His  eldership  is  frequently  weak 
and  inefficient.  He  has  few  to  take  coun¬ 
sel  with*  few  that  sympathize  with  him  in 
his  work,  so  that  the  real  burden  and  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  administering  the  affairs  of 
the  church,  and  of  devising  and  executing 
schemes  for  the  promotion  of  its  interests, 
devolves  upon  him.  Such  being  his  situ¬ 
ation,  the  work  is  wonderfully  adapted 
to  bring  out  his  administrative  and  execu¬ 
tive  faculties.  He  has  to  think  for  him-" 
self,  plan  for  himself,  and  act  for  himself, 
the  ^ord  of  Qod  bein^  oftentimes  his  only  i 

counsellor,  the  glory  of  God  the  great  end 
he  keeps  steadily  in  view. 

I  have  thus,  in  brief,  indicated  a  few 
of  the  leading  features  of  Home  Mission¬ 
ary  work  on  our  frontiers  as  a  discipli¬ 
nary  school  for  the  preacher.  More 
might  be  said,  but  enough  for  the  present. 
The  writer  will  feel  amply  repaid  if  this  j 
imperfect  sketch  should  arrest  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  a  single  young  man,  and  lead  nim 
to  give  the  subject  of  Home  Missionary 
work  a  candid  and  prayerful  consider¬ 
ation  ;  and  above  all,  should  be  instru¬ 
mental  in  influencing  him  to  come  W  est, 
and  lend  a  helping  hand  to  brethren 
already  overburdened  with  work,  and  ^ 
calling  loudly  for  reinforcements.  "W  hile 
he  would  not  disguise  the  fact  that  much 


might  ba  said  on  the  other  side  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  many  trials  and  hardships, 
both  temporal  and  spiritual,  incident  to 
the  work,  yet  it  has  not  a  few  redeemin'? 
features,  and  it  is  but  right  that  thes! 
should  be  known. 

Far  be  it  from  my  intention  to  set  forth 
these  as  the  only,  or  even  the  chief  rea¬ 
sons  that  should  influence  any  young  man 
beginning  the  ministry,  to  choose  this  in 
preference  to  any  other  field  of  labour,  as 
1  have  already  intimated  there  are  many 
other,  and  vastly  more  urgent  consider¬ 
ations  that  ne  should  take  into  account; 

fVV^be  for  him  to  understand, 
that  if  he  is  willing  to  make  the  sacrifice 

oi  leaving  home  and  social  privileges 
hast,  to  locate  himself  in  some  Western 
wad,  in  the  humble  capacity  of  a  Home 
Missionary  that  he  is  not  altogether  hid¬ 
ing  his  talent  in  the  earth,  and  that  in 
the  providence  of  God  the  experience  he 
here  receives  may  prove  in  his  case,  as’it 
has  m  that  of  so  many  of  the  most  emi¬ 
nent  and  successful  clergymen  of  our 
ana,  a  preparation  for  his  occupvin? 
some  day  in  the  future,  a  much  wider 
and  more  prominent  field  of  usefulness. 

hor  whosoever  exalteth  himself,  shall 
be  abased;  and  he  that  humbleth  himself 
shall  be  exalted.’;  /  Minnesota. 

— - *— - 

HOW' MUCH?  OK  HOW  LITTLE? 


“And  their  deep  poverty  abounded.” 
There,  we  will  stop  at  that  point.  Let 
us  go  no  further.  You  see  we  were  | 
reading  the  Bible,  and  sometimes  a 
single  sentence,  even  without  its  con-  j 
nections,  has  wonderful  significance.  ! 
So  we  stopped  just  there. 

For  we  had  been  talking  of  some  of 
the  Lord’s  labourers,  and  thinking  that 
though  doubtless  they  would  have  their 
great  reward  when  their  work  was 
done,  yet  many  of  them  were  very 
poorly  sustained  while  their  work  was 
doing.  The  paymasters  who  had  been 
appointed  seemed  to  have  forgotten 
their  duty.  My  friend  Simon  was 
was  rather  specially  stirred  up,  as  we 
were  discussing  one  division  of  these 
workmen  called  missionaries.  We  had 


known  a  good  deal  of  them’  We  had 
urged  some  of  our  young  men  to  go 
into  a  foreign  field,  and  they  had  hesi¬ 
tated,  and  finally  said,  “No,  we  will 
be  home  missionaries — we  think  they 
really  suffer  more  hardships,  and  prac¬ 
tise  more  selfidenial,  than  the  others.” 
As  a  man  thinketh,  so  is  he.  There  is 
work  enough  for  all. 

I  was  reminded  of  what  one  told 
me.  In  a  time  of  great  straits,  when 
the  Mission  Board  wag  pinched  for 
money,  they  wrote  to  their  mission- 
j  aides  to  “retrench,”  and  so  they  tried 
to  retrench.  Already  they  lived  at  the 
lowest  point  with  regard  to  food,  so 
that  the  children  did  not  attain  full 
growth  and  vigour,  for  want  of  proper 
nourishment.  It  is  true— you  need  not 
open  your  eyes.  “Retrench  ”  said,  the 
wife  and  mother;  “where  can  we  re¬ 
trench?”  There  was  one  point.  She 
had  worn,  under  the  edge  of  her  plain 
cap,  a  bit  of  coloured  ribbon— -the  one 
little  bit  of  brightness  about  her — it 
cost  a  sixpence.  Said  she,  “I  will  put 
a  bit  of  coloured  paper  in  the  place  of 
the  ribbon,  and  save  the  sixpence.  I 
do  not  see  any  other  place  to  retrench.” 
And  so  she  did. 

A  few  days  ago  we  had  occasion  to 
repack  some  boxes,  which  had  been 
kindly  sent  as  a  donation  for  home 
missionaries.  The  express  charges 
had  been  somewhat  heavy;  so  were 
the  boxes;  but,  I  am  grieved  to  say,  I 
was  reminded  of  some  that  came  to  us 
down  in  the  army.  Specially  was  I 
reminded  of  that  box  of  books  that 
came  by  express,  all  the  way  from 
Maine,  with  the  charges  left  for  us  to 
pay,  nine  dollars.  We  gleaned  the 
contents  thoroughly,  got  a  dozen  books 
or  so,  and  a  few  papers,  and  sold  the 
rest  for  six  dollars  and  ninety-five 
cents,  so  much  a  pound  for  old  paper, 
whereby  we  found  ourselves  out  of 
pocket 

So  in  this  present  box.  I  could 
hardly  believe  my  eyes,  I  picked  up  j 
an  old  warped  and  tattered  leather 
book,  stained  and  torn  as  to  the  leaves. 
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On  .the  fragment  of  a  flyleaf  was 
written,  in  school-boy  hand,  “  William 
^ and  on  what  was  left  of  the 
title-page,  “ — raphy  Made  Easy,”  &c., 
‘•by  Jedidiah  Morse,  March,  1800.” 
Sixty-seven  years  ago!  and  the  school¬ 
boy  is  in  his  grave,  or  tottering  on  its 
verge;  and  the  old  book  lay  in  the 
smoke  of  the  old  kitchen  shelf  for 
twenty  years,  and  in  the  garret  for 
thirty,  and  then  was  fished  out,  with 
others  of  its  kind,  as  a  free-will  offering 
to  a  home  missionary!  A  man  edu¬ 
cated,  refined,  craving  companionship 
and  mental  food  —  needing,  all  the 
more,  fresh  books  and  papers,  that  he 
is  cut  off  from  travel  and  improving 
intercourse  with  other  minds — and  he 
is  offered  a  school-boy’s  geography 
sixty-seven  years  old!  Was  this  any 
thing  less  than  an  insult!  He  hun¬ 
gered  for  bread,  and  received— a  stone. 
The  servant  of  the  Lord  is  to  be  hum¬ 
ble;  but  were  wo  appointed  to  teach 
him  humility  ? 

It  is  astonishing  how  easy  it  is  to 
make  others  practise  self-denial!  It  is 
as  easy  as  bearing  their  trials.  Let  us 
cease,  and  at  least  allow  them  all  the 
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can  'got  ouf  .of  life..  It  is  not 
ljjfee^y  ti-  ij a j j(|d oj 'jnfi  c£.  :  "Our  Father 
spreads  nerofe  them  lovely  Bcenery,  to 
gjadd^n  th$  eye,  and  oftea  itio  loveliest 
ai?d  brightest  ffoiverl/  We  mar  as 
well  cease  to  regard  thorn  as  a  distinct 
class;  but  rather  as  onr  brethren,  who 
are  doing  our  work — our  duty  toward 
those  who  are  in  need,  and  therefore 
entitled  to  a  better  portion,  and  to 
more  consideration  than  we  are. 

My  friend  Simon  and  I  came  to  the 
end  of  our  talk,  with  a  considerable  ac¬ 
cess  of  humility— a  conclusion  that  we 
were  neither  doing  nor  bearing  very 
much  for  our  faith,  and  with  increased 
honour  in  our  hearts  for  those  who  are 
bearing  the  burden  and  heat  of  the 
flay,  Andrew. 
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For  the  Presbyterian. 

ROBBERS  OF  GOD. 

A  robber  is  a  despicable  character 
among  men.  If  known  as  such,  he  is 
arrested  and  confined  in  prison,  as  unfit 
to  dwell  in  society.  In  the  immured  cell 
he  must  expiate  his  crime.  But  there  are 
worse  robbers  than  those  who  plunder 
from  their  fellow-men.  They  are  rob¬ 
bers  of  God.  Can  it  be,  that  there  are 
such  sacrilegious  persons  in  the  world? 
Alas!  they  are  not  only  in  the  world — 
they  are  in  the  church.  They  were  a 
numerous  host  in  the  old  Hebrew  church ; 
they  are  just  as  numerous  and  graceless  a 
band  in  the  new  gospel  church,  and  just 
as  abhorrent  to  God.  When  he  put  the 
scathing  question,  by  the  mouth  of  his 
prophet,  to  his  covenant  people,  “  Will  a 
man  rob  God?"  they  marvelled  and  asked, 

“  Wherein  have  we  robbed  thee-.?”  and  he 
replied,  “  In  tithes  and  offering-';"  add¬ 
ing  the  terrible  words,  “Ye  are  cursed 
with  a  curse.”  He  puts  the  same  ques¬ 
tion  now  to  all  those  churches  and  church 
members  who  do  not  contribute  of  their 
substance,  or  who  do  not  contribute  ac-  , 
cording  to  their  ability,  to  carry  on  the  I 
Saviour’s  work  through  his  church  in  the 
world.  And  though  they  may  be  star¬ 
tled  at  the  question — (would  to  God  they 
might  be) — and  inquire,  “Wherein  have  j 
we  robbed  thee?”  He  will  answer  their 
inquiry  in  the  same  way  that  he  answered 
his  defrauding  people  in  the  times  of 
Malachi,  “  In  tithes  and  offerings;”  and 
make  them  feel  his  denunciation,  “  Ye 
are  cursed  with  a  curse ,  for  ye  have  robbed 
me."  He  charged  this  wicked  thing  of 
robbing  him  on  the  whole  Jewish  nation. 
The  Jewish  “tithes  and  offerings”  con¬ 
sisted  of  the  first  fruits  of  seeds,  and 
calves,  lambs,  and  kids,  and  after  these  a 
tenth  part  of  all  the  produce  of  every 
Israelitish  farmer,  all  of  which  was  con¬ 
secrated  to  the  support  of  the  national 
religion.  If  this  was  the  tribute  to  be 
paid  under  the  law  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  institutions  of  religion  then,  what 
must  it  be  now,  when  religion  under  the 
gospel  is  not  a  national  religion,  confined 
to  any  individual  nation,  but  designed 
for  all  nations — the  whole  world — and 
when  Christ  has  given  the  grand  commis¬ 
sion  to  his  church,  and  to  every  particu- 
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far  member  .of  his  church,  “  (ioye  into  all 
the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every 
creature?”  What  must  it  be?  How  im¬ 
mense  the  tribute  required,  especially  of 
the  wealthy  members  of  the  church — how 
great  must  it  be  of  those  in  good  circum¬ 
stances — how  large  must  it  be  of  those  in 
comfortable  circumstances — how  propor¬ 
tionate  must  it  be  to  those  of  moderate 
means,  and  coming  down  in  just  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  labouring  man,  even  to  the 
poor  widow  with  her  two  mites,  as  conse¬ 
crated  unto  the  Lord — how  immense, 
great,  large,  proportionate  must  the  tri¬ 
bute  be,  as  required  under  Hie  gospel,  of 
each  and  all,  according  to  their  circum¬ 
stances,  to  escape  the  guilt,  and  the  con¬ 
sequent  curse  of  robbing  God! 

All  the  robbers  of  God  might  be  placed 
in  one  class,  as  including  all  those  who 
profess  to  be  the  disciples  of  Christ,  to  ,/e 
governed  by  the  self-denying  principles 
of  the  gospel ;  who  talk  of  the  precious¬ 
ness  of  the  gospel  to  their  own  souls,  of 
the  hopes  which  they  entertain  of  salva¬ 
tion  through  the  Saviour  which  it  reveals; 
who  sanctimoniously  sing  hymns  to  the 
Lamb  that  was  slain,  and  make  pretend¬ 
ing  prayers  for  the  extension  of  the  church 
in  the  Saviour’s  own  words,  “Thy  king¬ 
dom  come,”  and  yet  do  not  lay  their  trea¬ 
sures  at  his  feet,  to  be  used  by  him  in 
carrying  on  his  work  in  the  world,  and  in 
hastening  on  the  coming  of  his  kingdom. 

But  we  may  specify  some  of  the  God- 
robbers.  He  is  a  God-robber — 

1.  Who  can  listen  unmoved  to  the  cries 
of  millions  in  heathen  lands,  and  thou¬ 
sands  in  his  own  land,  for  the  bread  of 
life,  and  will  let  them  starve  and  die  on 
account  of  his  penuriousness — his  love 
of  money,  which  may  prove  the  ruin 
of  his  own  soul.  Who  can  turn  a  deaf 
ear  to  all  the  tender  pleadings  of  Christ’s 
ministers,  for  a  few  dollars  to  sustain  the 
missionary  operations  of  the  church  at 
home  and  abroad — to  educate  poor  young 
men  for  the  ministry — to  aid  superannu¬ 
ated  and  worn-out  servants  of  God,  that 
they  may  not  starve — to  send  the  colpor¬ 
teur  on  his  way  to  the  destitute  with  the 
words  of  life  and  salvation.  Or  if  he  does 
not  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  call  which 
Christ  makes  upon  him,  will  only  open  it 
wide  enough  to  hear  it  slightly,  and  in 
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order  to  quiet  a  conscience  not  entirely 
seared,  will  contribute  as  little  as  he  can. 
He  is  willing  to  bear  the  stigma  of  mean¬ 
ness,  so  that  he  can  hold  on  to  his  money. 
He  thinks  that  God  does  not  see  his  nig¬ 
gardliness,  his  spiritual  stealing,  and  that 
He  does  not  account  him  a  robber  in  His 
sight. 

2.  He  is  a  robber  of  God  who  can  dress 
himself  and  family  well,  in  goodly  appa¬ 
rel  of  broadcloth,  and  silks  and  fine  shawls, 
and  bonnets  adorned  with  costly  ribands 
and  jplumage  of  birds — who  can  live  in  a 
handsome  or  comfortable  house,  set  off 
with  fashionable  furniture,  and  made  fra¬ 
grant  with  the  odor  of  a  sumptuous  table, 
and  who  seems  to  want  for  nothing  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  his 
household,  and  yet  treats  Christ’s  cause 
as  a  Lazarus  beggar  at  his  gate — gives  the  i 
crumbs  of  his  substance  when  he  ought  j 
to  give  the  fatted  calf  and  all  the  first 
fruits  of  his  increase. 

1  3.  He  is  a  robber  of  God  who  stays 

away  from  the  house  of  God  when  he 
knows  a  collection  is  to  be  taken  u*p  for 
some  benevolent  object.  He  is  both  a 
robber  and  a  coward,  for  he  cannot  boldly 
and  fearlessly  deny  his  Lord  in  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  decent  people.  He  thinks  also, 
like  a  mean  robber,  he  can  steal  from  God 
in  the  dark,  and  no  body,  not  even  God, 
know  it.  But  God  knows  all  about  him, 
and  has  set  the  mark  of  His  curse  upon 
him. 

4.  He  is  a  robber  of  God  who  happens 

not  to  be  in  His  house  when  a  contribu¬ 
tion  is  made  to  his  suffering  cause,  and 
when  the  minister  makes  his  appeal  to 
him  to  contribute  while  there  is  an  oppor¬ 
tunity,  and  he  listens  with  a  leaden  ear, 
and  will  not  respond,  come  forward  and 
give  something,  or  just  as  much  as  if  he 
had  been  present  when  the  general  con¬ 
tribution  was  made.  God  has  a  curse 
laid  up  in  store  for  him.  ' 

5.  He  is  a  robber  of  God  who  does  not 
contribute  his  just  proportion,  according 
to  his  own  engagements,  or  the  rules  of 
the  congregation  of  which  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber,  to  ail  its  necessary  expenses,, in  ac- 

witn  the  Form  of  Government 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church;  who  permits 
the  collection  box  or  the  subscription 
paper  to  pass  by  him  without  his  money 
or  his  name  for  it;  who  grumbles'  at  a 


\ 


small  additional  assessment  laid  on  uie 
pew  to  pay  his  pastor’s  salary,  or  to  meet 
the  current  expenses  of  the  church ;  who 
throws  up  his  pew,  as  an  elder  did  on 
this  account  in  a  certain  congregation, 
proving  himself  to  be  unworthy  not  only 
as  a  ruling  elder,  but  as  a  member  of  the 
church  of  Christ,  and  evincing  himself  to 
be  a  robber  of  God;  who  hates  to  pay  his 
pew  rent,  or  any  other  subscription,  when 
it  is  due,  and  would  get  rid  of  paying  it 
if  he  could;  who  satisfies  his  conscience, 
if  he  does  pay  his  pew  rent,  that  this 
exonerates  him  from  contributing  to  the 
several  Boards  of  the  Church,  and  retains 
him  in  good  and  regular  standing  in  the 
church  of  which  he  is  a  member.  Under 
this  last  category  a  host  of  God-robbers 
is  included  in  all  our  churches,  and  it 
were  well  could  they  be  successfully 
reached  by  the  discipline  of  the  church, 
and  be  forced  to  disgorge  their  Lord’s 
money. 

Finally,  all  are  God-robbers  who  do 
not  give  in  proportion  to  their  means, 
and  as  God  hath  prospered  them — who 
do  not  give  in  this  ratio,  and  increasingly 
from  year  to  year.  The  world  is  ripe  for 
the  harvest — men  are  ready  and  waiting 
to  be  sent  into  our  destitute  settlements, 
and  out  into  our  frontier  territories — 
ready  and  waiting  to  be  sent  to  heathen 
lands,  to  preach  the  unsearchable  riches 
of  Christ.  The  Lord  Jesus  is  pleading 
for  his  own  with  his  bleeding  wounds  of 
salvation  and  love,  and  yet  only  a  few 
here  and  there,  as  honourable  exceptions, 
are  doing  their  duty  in  bringing  their 
“tithes  and  offerings”  into  the  storehouse 
of  his  church,  that  the  world  may  have 
the  gospel  and  be  converted.  The  charge 
comes  ringing  from  heaven,  and  over  the 
church,  and  to  almost  every  member  of 
the  church — “Ye  have  robbed  me  in 
tithes  and  offerings;”  “Ye  are  cursed 
with  a  curse;  for  ye  have  robbed  me, 
even  this  whole  nation.” 

Covetousness  is  at  the  root  of  this  whole 
robbing  of  God.  0,  the  awful  doom  of 
the  covetous!  0,  the  terrible  curse  that 
rests  upon  them !  The  robbers  of  men 
must  suffer  the  penalty  of  human  laws 
when  they  are  caught — must  be  confined 
within  prison  walls.  God  will  lay  his 
strong  hand  on  all  who  are  guilty  of  the 
crime  of  robbing  him.  None  can  escape 


xiis  vindictive  justice.  Me  iaas  placed' 
them  with  a  vile  crew — -with  fornicators, 
idolaters,  adulterers,  effeminate  abusers 
of  themselves  with  mankind,  thieves, 
drunkards,  revilers,  and  extortioners. 
With  such  a  wicked  hefd  all  the  covetous , 
God-robbers,  are  placed,  and  the  Apostle 
says  (1  Cor.  vi.  9,  10,)  that  they  shall  not 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  God.  There  they 
“cannot  break  through  and  steal”  any 
more  trom  him.  As  professing  children 
o,  the  kingdom,  they  “shall  be  cast  out 
into  outer  darkness;  there  shall  be  weep¬ 
ing  and  gnashing  of  teeth.”  Professing 
Onristian,  are  you  covetous ,  and  hence  a 
robber  of  God?  ^  Kepent  at  once  of  your 
hideous  and  soul-destroying  sin — repent, 
begin  to  contribute  liberally  of  your  sub¬ 
stance  repentance,  prayer ,  giving  are  the 
only  cure  of  your  crime  of  robbing  God. 
il  you  are  not  cured  of  it  you  can  never, 
whatever  may  be  your  hope  to  the  con- 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  that 
God  whom  you  have  deliberately  robbed. 

Vekitas  Nuda. 

DOMESTIC  MISSIONS. 

Who  Will  Help  the  Board  of  Missions? 

Messrs.  Editors — Will  you  allow  me, 
through  your  paper,  to  make  an  appeal 
to  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  behalf  of 
her  domestic  missionaries?  Under  the 
present  condition  of  the  Board  of  Domes¬ 
tic  Missions  this  great  Western  field,  ripe 
for  labourers,  is  in  many  places  wasting, 
for  want  of  missionaries  to  gather  the  har¬ 
dest.  It  is  well  known  to  us,  here  in  the 
West,  that  the  Church  scarcely  appreciates 
the  magnitude  of  this  immense  Western 
field.  Also,  the  importance  of  a  speedy 
cultivation,  by  earnest,  energetic  ministers. 
Here,  in  Missouri,  lies  an  immense  terri¬ 
tory,  opened  to  the  Church  since  the  war, 
the  soil  of  which  is  hardly  second  to  any 
iu  the  world — with  an  immense  immigra¬ 
tion  from  almost  every  part  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Canadas;  and  this  vast 
immigration,  made  up  of  a  small  number 
of  the  followers  of  Christ,  and  a  large 
multitude  of  those  who  are  quite  accessi¬ 
ble  to  the  gospel,  with,  a  host  of  infidels 

and  skeptics.  •  _  • 

Here,  then,  are  multitudes  perishing 
for  the  bread  of  life.  But  how  are  they 
to  be  fed,  unless  by  the  Church?  It, 

||  therefore,  the  Presbyterian  Church  in- 
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"  tends  to  occupy  the  ground,  it  must'  come 
to  the  relief  of  the  Board  of  Domestic 
Missions?  This  is  the  channel  through 
which  the  West  must  be  cultivated. 
Here  are  your  missionaries  in  Missouri, 
Kansas,  and  other  Western  States,  under¬ 
going  the  greatest  privations,  difficulties, 
and  all  manner  of  disappointments,  while 
others,  no  more  worthy,  are  enjoying  the 
luxuries  and  fat  of  the  land. 

Could  those  upon  whom  the  Lord  has 
showered  the  wealth  of  the  world  behold, 
at  one  sight,  the  half  of  the  destitution  of 
the  West,  and  their  hearts  be  as  large  in 
proportion  to  their  actual  wealth,  many 
of  your  missionaries  would  be  freed  from 
pressing  need. 

An  Eastern  lady  passed  this  way  re¬ 
cently,  and  as  she  beheld  the  immense 
prairies,  and  the  churches  dotted  here 
and  there,  and  the  pressing  need  of  the 
faithful  ministers  and  their  wives,  she 
said,  “I  see  now  where  our  money  goes; 
and  0  that  I  had  more  to  give!” 

One  thing  is  certain,  unless  the  Church 
will  give  a  living  support  to  her  servants, 
the  field  will,  in  a  great  measure,  be  oc¬ 
cupied  by  others.  A  sister  church  re¬ 
cently  sent  nine  ministers  to  one  field  in 
Kansas,  all  labouring  conjointly.  This  is 
but  one  case  oyt  of  many.  Now,  if  the 
Church  wants  Presbyterianism  to  take  a 
place  in  this  land  of  promise,  she  must 
feed  her  servants.  They  must  be  sup¬ 
ported,  and  the  Church  must  do  it.  Has. 
not  the  Church  bread  enough,  and  to 
spare?  Can  she  not  extend  her'  right 
arm  to  a  field  that  promises  the  greatest  ; 
yield,  rather  than  to  so  many  of  the  old 
and  decaying  churches,  which  have  been 
for  many  years  receiving  support  from 
the  Board?  And,  as  intimated  before, 
this  is  the  very  propitious  time.  Wait  a 
few ‘years,  and  the  Church  has  lost  the 
field.  Mould  the  iron  while  hot,  or  soon 
it  cannot  be  done. 

But  is  the  Church  aware  of  the  fruits 
these  missionaries  have,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  gathered?  Examine  tho  report  of 
the  Board  for  the  year  just  dosed,  and 
you  will  find  that  the  number  of  persona 
gathered  in  by  the  missionaries  is  5502, 
and  of  these  3382  were  received  on  pro¬ 
fession  of  faith.  This  is  nearly  a  fifth  ©f 
the  whole  number  added  to  th©  Church 
during  the  last  year.  But  we  claim  none 
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or  tins  for  ourselves,  it  is  tne  Lord's 
wrork.  Is  the  Church,  composed  as  it  is 
of  a  wealthy  Presbyterian  people,  going 
to  desert,  in  a  measure,  the  Master’s 
cause?  If  some  of  the  money  that  is  lav¬ 
ished  in  a  superabundance  of  dress,  and 
works  of  supererogation  on  church  edi¬ 
fices,  would  be  appropriated  to  the  Board 
of  Domestic  Missions,  in  the  great  day  of 
eternity  there  wTould  be  stars  in  the 
crowns  of  rejoicing,  of  many.  The  time  j 
is  near  at  hand  when  a  collection  should 
be  taken  up.  Will  our  minis  terial  breth¬ 
ren  present  the  cause  in  its  true  light  to 
their  people?  Much  depends  upon  you. 
Think  of  your  brethren  who  are  less 
favoured  than  yourselves  in  regard  to  a 
ministerial  support. 

Now  all  this  is  no  fiction,  but  a  reality. 
Awful  will  be  the  responsibility,  if  the 
Presbyterian  people  shrink  from  this 
duty.  This  appeal  is  not  -  from  one 
alone;  it  is  from  many;  the  voice  comes 
from  far  and  near.  Give  Christianity  a 
fair  chance  in  this  land,  and  it  will  be 
the  glory  of  all  lands.  Direct  your  at¬ 
tention  to  .  building  up  home  missions, 
then  you  furnish  material  for  foreign 
missions.  But  cripple  this  work  by  su¬ 
pineness  and  parsimony,  and  it  becomes 
an  universal  calamity  of  the  Church  of 
the  Lord  Jesus. 

Will  pastors,  elders,  and  people  lend 
their  influence,  and  give  of  their  means 
as  the  Lord  has  prospered  them?  An.d 
will  the  good  .ladies  send  boxes  of  cloth¬ 
ing  to  the  needy? 

Your  brother  in  Christ,  J.  H.  B. 


A  Working  Man. 

The  following  letter,  addressed  to  a 
neighbouring  minister,  reaches  the  church 
unintentionally.  But  it  serves  to  show 
how  heroically  and  uncomplainingly  many 
missionaries  are  toiling  on  to  lay  founda¬ 
tions  of  churches  in  this  country. 

This  brother  was  thus  at  work  on  an 
entirely  new  field,  having  a  county  of 
2000  population,  and  all  beyond,  for  his 
parish,  with  only  a  single  Methodist 
preacher  to  assist  him  in  that  work.  It 
should  be  added  that  the  Board  have 
sent  him  a  commission  since  date  of  this 
letter,  which  will  aid  in  relieving  his  pre¬ 
sent  straits. 


pv  “ - ,  VVis.,  Sept.  23,  1868. 

“ Dear  Brother — I  am  still  in  the  body, 
but  I  begin  to  find  it  a  little  hard  to  keep 
there.  I  am  now  on  tea  without  sugar,  1 
and  bread  without  butter;  yet 

u Courage,  brother;  do  not  stumble, 

Though  thy  path  be  dark  as  night; 

There’s  a  star  to  guide  the  humble; 

Trust  in  God,  and  do  the  right. 

fl  would  have  written  you  long  ere 
now,  but  thought  three  cents  of  too  much 
value.  I  feel  it  perfectly  ridiculous  to 
attempt  paying  $120  a  year  rent,  which 
I  am  now  doing,  so  I  have  taken  your 
advice.  I  have  got  a  lot  on  time,  and 
lumber  in  the  same  way,  and  I  have  set 
to  work  to  build  a  house  with  my  own 
hands.  I  have  got  the  roof  on,  and  the 
floor  down,  the  window  and  door  frames 
in,  and  I  am  just  ready  to  prepare  for 
plastering.  Every  thing,  framing  and 
all,  done  by  my  own  hand,  the  work  has 
dot  cost  me  once  cent,  But  I  am  about  ] 

:  _ _  J 

stuck  for  want  of  one  thing,  and  in  this 
I  will  take  it  as  an  immense  favour  if  you 
i  can  oblige  me.  Window  sashes  and  glass 
are  very  high  here,  and  besides,  I  have  no 
ready  cash  to  give,  and  I  fear  the  only 
man  who  deals  in  them,  being,  a  Univer- 
salist,  would  not  trust  me.  You  are 

known  in - ,  and  through  you  I  might 

get  them  on  credit.  I  will  be  able  to 
pay  for  them  about  Christmas,  perhaps 
sooner,  as  I  am  every  day  expecting  some 
money  from  Canada.  If  you  can  do  this 
for  me,  and  01  try,  or  I’ll  stick  yet,  I 
fear.  Please  send  me  sash  for  seven  win¬ 
dows,  lights  9x12  inches.  Also,  if  you  could, 
send  me  two  hinges  and  latch,  for  an  out¬ 
side  door.  If  you  can  do  that,  I  will  be 
secure,  and  in  fny  house  in  a  fortnight. 
Perhaps  the  stage  driver  would  bring 
them  up.  If  not,  get  them  sent  by  the 
first  chance  of  a  team,  and  advise  me  by 
mail  how  you  have  sent  them.  Please 
send  glass  and  putty  to  suit,  and  I  will 
be  under  deep  obligation  to  you.  Money 
and  time  are  both  too  scarce  to  allow  me 

t0  SfiMiflfil  Correspondence. 

Greenleaf,  Meeker  Co.,  Minn.,  1 
May  6,  1867.  J 

Messrs.  Editors  : — The  Lord  Jesus 
H'  I  endows  his  true  ministers  with  various 
qualifications,  according  to  the  place 


designed  for  them.  Many  a  man  does  J 
good  service  in  his  Master’s  cause  while 
laboring  contentedly  in  some  quiet,  j 
orthodox,  smoothly-going  community, 
who  would  signally  fail  were  he  to  re¬ 
move  into  the  midst  of  a  city’s  busy 
throng,  or  amid  the  restless  energies 
and  positive  radical  developments  of 
our  great  North-west.  This  truth,  il¬ 
lustrated  by  apostolic  example,  and 
abundantly  confirmed  by  facts  ever 
since,  has  its  origin  in  the  very  nature 
of  the  relationship  subsisting  between 
Master  and  servants,  and  though  prac¬ 
tically  ignored  by  th e  place  seeker ,  is 
fundamental  in  our  Presbyterian  sys¬ 
tem. 

The  qualifications  which  I  am  per¬ 
suaded  are  essential  to  the  success  of  a 
missionary  in  the  North-west,  are  : 

1.  Intellectual  ability.  No  mistake 
could  be  made  more  fatal  to  our  inter- ' 
e3ts  in  the  important  region  under  con¬ 
sideration,  than  to  send  out  men  of  in¬ 
ferior  capacity,  simply  because  anybody 
would  dp  there.  Minnesota,  that  one 
of  the  North-western  States  with  which 
I  am  most  familiar,  is  very  largely 
peopled  from  the  Eastern  and  Middle 
States,  and  contains  a  community  whose 
strongly  marked  characteristics  are 
restless  energy  and  keen  intelligence. 
Most  of  your  readers  would  be  amazed 
at  the  character  of  the  congregations 
drawn  together  upon  the  Sabbath, 
even  out  on  the  frontier.  Indeed,  I 
have  never  met  such  generally  diffused 
intelligence  in  the  most  highly  favored 
localities  in  the  East,  as  in  the  settle¬ 
ments  that  are  grouped  around  over 
these  beautiful  prairies.  To  educate 
such  people  in  the  doctrines  of  God’s 
word,  to  train  these  active  energies  for 
usefulness  in  the  cause  of  Christ,  sure¬ 
ly  requires  able  men.  It  is  not  so 


,  much  men  of  literary  attainments,  as 
a  strong,  vigorous,  disciplined  mind , 
demanded  by  the  nature  of  such  a  field. 

2.  Energy.  In  the  East  where  time 
has  molded  society  into  a  regular,  per¬ 
manent  form — where  good  schools  are 
in  operation — and  in  short,  where  all 
the  machinery  of  an  organized  society 
is  in  motion,  a  pastor  has  few  demands 
upon  him  outside  of  his  pulpit  admin¬ 
istrations,  pastoral  visitation,  etc.  In 
a  new  country,  on  the  contrary,  a 
faithful  minister  finds  his  hands  at 
once  full  of  work  that  he  cannot  well 
escape,  and  which,  though  bearing  up¬ 
on  the  great  object  in  view,  yet  does 
not  come  within  the  ordinary  accepta¬ 
tion  of  ministerial  labor.  For  such 

|  positions  we  obviously  need  men  who 
are  not  afraid  of  wearing  out — men 
who  can  admire  and  strive  to  imitate 
the  labors,  not  only  of  the  apostles 
but  of  the  primitive  church,  and  of  al 
who  from  that  day  to  this  have  love*. 
Jesus  with  a  fervent,  devoted  love — | 
who  are  willing  to  labor  at  least  as 
earnestly  for  souls  as  the  active  world' 
around  for  its  perishing  baubles. 

3.  Faith  in  God’s  providence.  We 
have  few  organized  churches  in  all  the 
vast  region  of  the  West,  and  those  few 
afford  but  a  meagre  salary  to  those 
who  rely  alone  upon  the  promised  sal¬ 
ary  of  a  particular  church.  And  yet 
a  vast  population  has  gathered  in 
around  us,  who  must  have  a  preached; 
word  among  them,  though  yet  no  defi¬ 
nite  salary  is  promised.  What  are  we 
to  do  ?  Our  Board  of  Domestic  Mis¬ 
sions  is  not  able  to  send  into  the  work 
a  sufficient  number  of  men  with  a  pro¬ 
mise  of  adequate  support.  We  must 
have  men  who  can  rely  on  God’s  pledged 
word  for  a  support — who  are  in  the 

I  habit  of  looking  unto  Jesus,  who  hag 
said  to  his  ministers,  “Lo,  I  am  with 


you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world.”  I  have  never  known  such  an 
one  fail  of  a  support.  Have  you  ? — 
God,  who  owns  the  cattle  upon  a  thou¬ 
sand  hills,  will  provide  for  him  some 
way.  At  least  we  need  men  who  think 
so. 

4.  Patience.  Much  time  and  labor 
must  of  necessity  be  expended  in  such 
a  country  in  arranging  preliminaries, 
when  the  results  are  neither  so  speedy, 
nor  so  obvious  as  the  zeal  of  the  earn¬ 
est  minister  might  lead  him  to  wish. 
He  has  to  deal  with  elements  of  a 
widely  differing  nature,  which  so  far 
as  possible  are  to  be  molded  into  the 
oneness  of  the  gospel.  Every  ism  un¬ 
der  the  sun  is  represented.  He  meets 
outspoken  infidelity,  the  covert,  but  no 
less  certain  infidelity  of  Universalism, 
and  the  deluded,  but  sometimes  pious 
and  earnest  followers  of  mischievous 
and  heretical  doctrine.  All  these  peo¬ 
ple  are  his  people,  and  the  true  min¬ 
ister  loves  them  and  prays  for  them, 
while  he  deprecates  the  errors  of  their 
system.  Need  I  further  particularize 
to  show  the  need  of  a  patience  inspired 
by  the  love  of  Jesus  ? 

5.  Devotedness.  If  a  man  love  that 
Lamb  of  God,  whose  blood  has  washed 
away  his  own  sins — if  he  have  any  ad¬ 
equate  idea  of  the  worth  of  even  one 
soul — if  he  can  at  all  conceive  of  heav- 
en  and  hell — if  he  have  right  ideas  as 
to  time  and  eternity — his  only  ques¬ 
tion  will  be  where  Jesus  wants  him. — 
He  will  endure  hardness  as  a  good  sol¬ 
dier  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  rejoice 
that  he  is  permitted  to  suffer  for  his 
name. 

For  men  of  such  qualifications  fields 
of  great  promise  are  in  abundance  in 
this  fine  State.  I  speak  of  what  we 
want,  not  what  we  have,  at  1  east  not  in 
the  field  of  Yours  truly,  W.  C.  H. 


A  FAMILIAR  TALK  with  the  CHURCH 

WITH  REFERENCE  TO  HER  MISSIONARY 
OPERATIONS. 

Dear  Brethren — There  are  sometimes 
complaints  made  among  you  that  your  mis¬ 
sionary  work,  as  conducted  by  the  Boards  of 
Domestic  Missions  and  Church  Extension, 
makes  very  /requent  and  strong  app'eals  to 
your  liberality.  It  is  asked,  “Ought  not 
the  missionary  churches  to  do  more  for 
themselves  ?”  “  Ought  missionaries  to 

receive  so  large  appropriations  ?”  ‘‘Why 
are  there  so  many  changes  among  the  min¬ 
isters  who  supply  our  feebler  churches  ?” 
Sometimes  you  make  these  inquiriea*in  our 
religious  papers;  but  more  frequently  in 
private  circles.  You  kuow  that  these  and 
similar  questions  ara  often  asked. 

Now,  will  you  allow  one  who  has  had 
some  experience  and  opportunity  for  obser¬ 
vation,  to  attempt  an  answer?  Realizing 
the  untold  importance  of  yo.ur  work,  the 
solemn  obligations  you  are  under,  to 
“lengthen  the  cords  and  strengthen  the 
stakes”  of  cur  Zion,  until  the  gospel  is 
given  to  all  parts  of  our  land,  it  is  surely 
your  duty  to  consider  the  subject  of  our 
missionary  operations  Carefully  ;  to  view  it 
from  all  points.  For  a  partial  view  df  any 
subject  is  likely  to  result  in  erroneous  the¬ 
ories.  All  the  facts  should  be  consid¬ 
ered.  It  is  because  so  many  theories  are 
formed,  from  a  view  of  some  of  the  facts, 
(and  perhaps  important  ones,  too,)  while 
others  are  overlooked  or  unknown,  that 
theory  and  practi<n  are  so  frequently  at 
variance. 

Without  stopping  to  inquire  whether  our 
Church  has  adopted  the  wisest  plan  in  her 
domestic  missionary  work,  the  question 
may  be  fairly  raised  here,  whether  all 
those  to  whom  the  Boards  must  look  to 
give  them  the  means  of  acting,  properly 
consider  the  condition  of  those  whom  they 
are  asked  to  aid  by  their  contributions? 
And  in  setting  forth  that  condition,  it  is 
hoped  that  the  most*  earnest^  and  frequent 
appeals  that  have  been  mads  to  you  for 
help,  will  be  justified,  and  reasons  seen  for 
yet  more  earnest  appeals,  which  mav  brinar 


forth  more  liberal  responses. 

The  domestic  differs  from  the  foreign 
missionary  work,  in  the  fact  that,  as  a  gen¬ 
eral  thing,  you  are  asked  to  aid  feeble 
church  organizations.  But  few  of  your 
missionaries  are  without  a  permanent  or 
stated  relation  to  these  feeble  churches. 
It  is  therefore  not  to  the  Biard,  as  in  the 
case  cf  the  foreign  missionary,  he  is  to 
look  for  his  support  exclusively;  but  to  his 
feeble  flock,  aided  by  your  liberality.  It 
is  their  plea  for  help  that  we  would  justify, 
and  only  in  a  secondary  sense,  that  of  the 
missionary  who  may  be  labouriug  among 
them.  And  they  should  be  heard, 

1st.  Because  the  little  missionary  church 
on  the  frontier,  in  any  destitute  commu¬ 
nity,  or  in  our  great  cities,  is  the  most 
efficient  instrumentality  which  you  can  em¬ 
ploy  as  an  agency  for  extending  the  gospel 
of  Christ.  The  gospel  requires  us'  to  bear 
each  otb.er’s  burdens.  The  little  "band  of 
Christians  who  are  organized  into  a-  church, 
thereby  assume  great  responsibilities  and 
burdens.  You  have  authorized  them  to  ex¬ 
pect  your  sympathy  and  assistance,  which 
no  doubt  has  encouraged  many  an  organi¬ 
zation,  which  otherwise  would  not  have 
been  made;  for,  as  £  general  thing,  those 
who  lay  the  foundations  of  our  churches  in 
new  and  destitute  places  arc  few,  and  pos- 
sessed'of  but  little  of  this  world’s  goods. 
They  can  seldom  expect  to  obtain  at  once  a 
house  of  worship  and  the  whole  time  of 
a  minister ;  nay,  they  think  themselves 
highly  favoured  if  once  in  two  or  three 
weeks  they  can  have  a  sermon  in  some 
school-house  or  hired  room ;  and  in  order 
to  eDjoy  these  services  from  a  minister  who 
cannot  reside  among  them,  they  are  obliged 
to — I  should  have  said,  they  cheerfully — 
pay  more  than  many  of  you  do,  brethren, 
who  are  abler,  and  eDjoy  the  whole  time 
and  energies  of  your  pastor,  whose  mind  is 
not  distracted,  as  is  that  of  the  overworked  ( 
and  partially  supported  missionary.  Now, 
ought  not  you  to  give  to  these  Boards  at 
least  what  would  make  your  contributions 
equal  to  those  of  the  pioneer  farmer,  whose 
lands  are  only  partially  fenced  and  paid 
for,  or  the  struggling  mechanic,  who  as  yet 


does  not  own  the  house  in  which  he  lives. 
And,  dear  brethren,  when  these  feeble 
churches  are  made  to  feel  that  they  must 
assume  another  burden,  in  order  to  their 
existence  and  prosperity,  viz :  that  of  build¬ 
ing  a  house  of  worship,  and  to  do  it,  too, 
just  at  a  time  when  they  are  necessarily 
sustaining  other  extraordinary  burdens, 
should  they  not  look  to  you  with  confi¬ 
dence,  that  you  would  help  them  “  length¬ 
en  the  cords  and  strengthen  the  stakes"  ? 
Ought  you  not  to  regard  them  as  the  more 
active  instruments  in  doing  your  work  for 
our  .common  Lord?  So  that  while  you 
aided  them,  they  are,  at  much  greater  sa¬ 
crifice  of  ease  and  means,  aiding  you  in 
what  is  a  common  duty. 

2.  “  Ought  not  missionary  churches  to 
do  more  for  themselves?" 

You  must  bear  in  mind,  brethren,  in 
answering  this  question,  that  our  mission¬ 
ary  churches,  as  a  general  thing,  are  com¬ 
posed  of  comparatively  few  members,  and 
they  mostly  in  very  moderate  circum¬ 
stances  ;  but  are,  perhaps,  doing  consider¬ 
ably  more  already  for  the  support  of  their 
minister  a  part  of  his  time,  and  for  build¬ 
ing  their  houses  of  worship,  than  many  of 
you  are  doing  for  the  whole  time  of  your 
'minister.  While  their  home  is  not  estab¬ 
lished,  yours  is  free  from  incumbrance. 
You  have  no  churches  to  build.  It  is 
freely  admitted  that  there  a^e  missionary 
congregations  where  a  mote  systematic 
effort  would  secure  greater  co-operation 
from  outsiders,  and  as  there  are  delin¬ 
quents  in  all  our  congregations,  it  is  not 
to  be  expected  that  feeble  churches  will  be 
entirely  free  from  such.  But  until  the 
amount  of  our  contributions,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  our  means  and  numbers,  excels 
those  of  our  missionary  churches,  surely 
we  ought?  not  to  complain  of  them.  We 
should  rather  “  provoke  them  to  love  and 
good  works." 

3.  “Are  not  the  appropropriations  to 
our  missionaries  too  large  ?” 

The  proper  answer  to  this  question, 
which  we  sometimes  hear,  depends  on  the 
answer  which  must  be  giveu  to, several 
other  questions — 1st.  Is  it  so,  that  the  sal¬ 
ary  of  missionaries  is  larger  than  that  of 


other  ministers  geneialiy?  This  must  be 
answered  in  the  negative;  for  nobody  ex-  ' 
pects  a  missionary^ongregaiion  to  offer, 
or  a  missionary  pastor  to  receive,  as  large 
a  salary  as  the  majority  of  our  self-sus¬ 
taining  churches  pay  their  ministers.  2  Is 
this  because  inferior  men  &re  best  suited  to  ! 

be  missionaries  ?  because  the  fields  are  I1 
’easier,  requiring  less  devotion  to  the  work  j 
on  the  part  of  the  minister? 

Surely  not.  There  is  no  ministerial 
position  where  so  much  depends  on  the 
ability  of  the  man.  When  as  yet  no  bonds 
of  union  are  formed,  he  must  be  the  bond 
by  which,  for  the  time,  the  seemingly  dis-  I 
cordaofc  elements  are  kept  together  until  j 
they  are  harmonized.  More,  not  less,  I 
ability;  more,  not  less,  piety  and  devotion;  j 
mor$,  not  less,  anxiety  and  labour,  are  re-  j 
quired  of  the  domestic  missionary  than  of 
the  ordinary  pastor,  who  is  surrounded  by 
experienced  counsellors;  his  people  held 
together  by  other  and  long-established  ties, 
he  may  be  comparatively  free  from  many  of  j 
the  causes  of  anxiety  which  press  on  the 
missionary.  Therefore,  when  we  consider  ( 
the  fact,  that  your  missionaries  are  receiv¬ 
ing  less,  not  more,  than  ordinary  pastors;  | 
and  the  fact  that  more,  not  less,  is  required 
of  them  rightly  to  fill  their  places,  we 
think,  brethren,  that  the  objection  which 
some  of  you. urge,  that  our  feeble  churches 
ask  too  much  to  aid  them  in  the  support 
of  their  missionary,  is  nr>t  well  founded, 
or  at  least  should  be  urged  with  great 
caution. 

4.  “  Why  are  there  so  many  changes 
among  the  ministers  who  supply  our  feebler 
churches?"  - 

One  reason,  no  doubt,  is  to  be  found  in 
the  fact,  that  you  have  allowed  yourselves 
to  be  too  much  influenced  by*  objections  j 
which  have  been  raised  against  the  opera-  j 
tion  of  bur  Domestic  Boards,  or  have  not  j 
become  sufficiently  interested  in  its  work  to  ! 
co-operate  to  the  extent  of  your  ability; 
and,  therefore,  to  too  great  an  extent,  the 
burden  of  supporting  their  minister  has  j 
been  thrown  upon  feeble  churches.  When  ! 
they  could  not  do  it,  and  when  his  own 
means  were  exhausted,  he  has  been  obliged 


to  seek  a  field  elsewhere. 

You  know  that  the  church  which  ap¬ 
plies  for  aid  to  the  Board  of  Domestic 
Missions  is  expected,  urged,  to  ask  the 
very  lowest  sum  with  which  they  can  pos¬ 
sibly  get  along.  This  being  the  case, 
the  promise  to  the  missionary,  is  expected 
to'  be  the  very  smallest  sum  for  which 
he  will  agree  to  labour.  Who  would 
not  be  shooked  to  hear  of  a  feeble  mis¬ 
sionary  church  offering  a  minister  a  liberal 
salary  ? 

A  young  minister  knowing,  and  most 
‘likely  approving  of  these  things,  is  brought 
by  Providence  into  contact  with  a  field  of 
great  promise — not  of  a  comfortable  living, 
but  of  opportunity  for  usefulness.  Its  utter 
destitution  is  the  strength  of  its  appeal. 
He  argues  in  tbis  way: — «  Here  there  iff 
great  need  of  work.  I  can  live  on  small 
means  for  a  time,  and  perhaps  by  sacri¬ 
ficing  of  worldly  prospects,  lay  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  a  church  in  this  place.  I  will,  by 
the' blessing  of  Go3,  spend  some  years,  and 
try  what  can  be  done  for  my  Master  ,  and  my 
Qhureh.”  Ilis.purpose  is  fixed.  The  few 
friends  of  our  Zion  take  an  interest  in  him, 
and  upon  their  petition  he  receives  a  com¬ 
mission  from  the  Board,  the  people  them¬ 
selves  promising  to  do  what  they  can  for 
his  support.  He  goes  to  work  in,  perhaps, 
an  extended  field.  Years  pass.  In  the 
meantime  a  house  of  worship  has  arisen, 
jand  the  young  minister  has  become  the 
head  of  a  family.  But  while  there  has  been 
general  prosperity  in  his  charge,  he  finds 
-the  time  is  approaching  which  he  had 
ticipated,  and  that  it  will  be  necessary  for 
him  to  leave  the  field  to  which  he  has  now 
become  strongly  attached.  But  he  rejoices 
that  good  has  been  done,  and  that  his 
work  will  remain.  He  is  asked,  however, 
why  not  remain  where  he  has  been  useful? 
have  not  the  people  of  his  charge  become 
able  to  do  more  for  his  support?  Yes,  as 
a  general  thing  they  have,  but  before  they 
cpuld  advance  their  pastor's  salary,  they 
must  relieve  the  Board  of  Missions.  Had 
the  whole  sum  promised  at  his  first  settle¬ 
ment  come  from  the  people,  and  their  ad¬ 
vanced  contributions  been  added  to  their 


minister’s  support,  and  not  as  is  necessary, 
with  missionary  congregations,  to  the  relief 
of  the  Board,  the  necessity  for  seeking 
more  ample  means,  in  order  to  live,  might 
have  been  obviated.  But  as  it  is,  he  can¬ 
not  wait  until  this  disadvantage  is  over¬ 
come. 

Another  reason  for  the  changes  of 
which  you  complain.  Your  missionaries,  • 
according  to  the  polioy  of  economy  urged 
upon  the  Board,  are  generally  required  to 
supply  two  or  more  feeble  churches,  often¬ 
times  so  remote  from  each  other,  that  the 
labour  of  supplying  them  properly  becomes 
greater  than  most  ministers  can  endure. 
And  if  they  are  prospered,  and  desire  more 
frequent  ministrations  in  order  to  their 
growth,  an  additional  and  strung  reason 
exists  for  dividing  the  field  of  the  mission¬ 
ary.  But  thus  divided,  the  prospect  of  the 
necessary  advance  toward  the  minister’s 
support  is  indefinitely  postponed,  and  he  is 
obliged  to  seek  a  new  field.  Nor  should' 
you  blame  him.  Bather  remember  what  he 
has  done  and  endured  for  the  extension  of 
on?  Zion.  Entering  his  field  under  disad¬ 
vantages,  continuing  his  labours  without 
the  prospect  of  compensation,  he  had  never 
been  able  to  regard  it  as  one  which  he  | 
could  permanently  occupy.  If  yoa  would 
guard  against  these  frequent  changes  of 
which  you  complain,  do  more  for  the  Board 
of  Missions,  so  that  they  may  give  their 
missionaries  more  restricted  fields,  that  they 
may  bring  to  bear  upon  them  more  concen¬ 
trated  efforts.  Thus  will  the  prospect  of 
usefulness  and  permanency  both  be  in¬ 
creased. 

We  have  probably  talked  too  long,  but 
let  the  importance  of  the  subject  be  our 
apology.  ‘ 

Yours  truly,  Catholicus. 

DOMESTIC  MISSIONS. 

Far  away  from  Arch  street,  a  curious  . 
missionary  plies  you  with  questions.  He 
wants  to  know  what  is  going  on  at  head¬ 
quarters.  Word  came  once  that  our  wor¬ 
thy  Secretary  had  resigned.  Then  news 
came  that  a  successor  was  elected.  But 
our  intent  ears  do  not  catch  the  tidings 
of  his  acceptance.  And  now  the  press 


waits  to  us  the  information  of  his  selec¬ 
tion  to  another  post.  My  last  Home  and 
Foreign  Fccord  contained,  an  ominous 
blank  right  where  the  Secretary’s  name 
should  come.  How  is  it,  my  dear  Pres¬ 
byterian?  Please  relieve  my  perplexity. 
Is  it  an  interregnum  with  us?  Are  we 
without  a  head?  Or  is  King  Blank  to 
be  our  future  leader?  To-day,  the  pain¬ 
ful  thought  afflicts  me  that  this  last  is, 
the  true  condition  of  things.  If  not,  why 
are  we  found  in  this  most  unhappy  di¬ 
lemma?  Missionaries  are  promptly  in¬ 
formed  that  the  treasury  is  empty.  No 
new  fields  can  be  opened.  The  brethren 
now  at  work  must  reduce  their  claims  on 
tke-Board,  live  or  no  live,  or  the  author¬ 
ities  will  do  it  for  them.  Salaries  sud¬ 
denly  collapse  in  a  frightful  manner,  and 
the  ministerial  mercury  indicates  some-  ; 
thing  below  the  starving  point.  It  seem-  j 
ed  to  me,  that  though  it  might  be  a  j 
strange  way  of  working  it,  yet  it  would  : 
be  wise  to  biform  the  churches — the  peo- , 
pie,  as  wTell  as  the  missionaries — of  the 
exhaustion  of  funds.  But  as  long  as  this 
new  ruler,  who  cuts  a  dash  in  the  last 
Record ,  holds  sway,  we  cannot  hope  for 
much  good  from  appeals. 

I  have  worried,  but  that  only  hurts 
myself;  it  does  not  fill  up  an  empty 
pocket-book.  Here  was  a  fine  opening 
in  the  next  county.  A  vigorous  young 
church  was  formed,  the  effort  originating 
with  themselves.  They  secured  a  noble 
brother  from  the  East — a  town  of  nearly 
two  thousand  inhabitants — the  remains 
of  a  Congregational  and  a  United  Pres¬ 
byterian  church  to  add  to  the  nucleus — a 
thickly-settled  farming  country,  filled 
with  American  settlers.  What  a  rare 
chance!  A  few  vears  of  aid,  and  then, 
they  will  be  self-supporting.  But  no; 
not  so  fast,  my  brother ;  you  must  stop. 
There  are  no  funds;  we  cannot  issue  com¬ 
missions  for  new”  fields.  And  thus  our 
hands  are  tied ;  we  are  rendered  power¬ 
less.  ' 

The  Minnesota  brethren  (what  glorious 
workers  they  are!)  have  been  able  to 
meet  this  state  of  things.  Throwing 
themselves  upon  the  churches,  and  ap¬ 
pealing  to  private  Christians,  they  have 
raised  a  fund  equal  to  the  emergency, 
and  have  driven  the  work  along  with 
their  wonted  energy.  But  wTe  have  no 


sircti  hold  on  the  churches.  (Jur  lntlu- 
ence  is  limited.  The  Board  is  our  only 
resource.  And  we  must  suffer,  therefore, 
m  t lie  Board  s  suspension  of  aggressive 
movement.  What  is  the  result?  °  While 
we  are  thus  paralyzed,  other  churches  are 
pressing  in  to  possess  the  land.  Almost 
every  village,  of  sufficient  size  to  deserve 
the  name,  has  a  Congregational,  or  a  Bap¬ 
tist,  or  a  Methodist  church,  and  probably 
all  three,  while  our  Church  is  scarcely 
known  in  a  vast  range  of  thickly-settled 
country,  dotted  with  large  and  flourishing 
towns.  I  tell  you  that  we  are  shamed  by 
our  owTn  sloth  and  inefficiency.  And  we 
have  no  help  for  it.  Every  project  of  j 
expansion  is  blighted  by  this  unvarying 
reply  of  an  empty  treasury. 

I  wish  that  King  Blank  would  abdi¬ 
cate,  and  some  other  wise  monarch  take  [ 
the  reins,  who  could  manage  better. 
Better  yet,  I  wish  that  the  Church  would 
realize  the  need  of  our  Western  field,  and  ; 
hasten  to  fill  the  depleted  coffers  of  our/ 
Board‘  ______  NioBjxA; 

Important  Movement. 

To  James  R.  Lynn,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir — The  establishment  of.  a 
Sabbath  School  Bureau,  the  topic  of  my 
last  letter,  could  not  prove  so  full  of 
hope  for  the  Church,  without  another 
change  being  made.  The  Synod  of  Chi¬ 
cago  sent  an  overture  to  the  General  As¬ 
sembly,  to  secure  the  appointment  of 
domestic  laborers  without  an  organized 
church.  Combining  this  with  the  plan 
proposed  by  the  "Bureau,  we  trust  a 
brighter  future  will  dawn  on  the  course  j 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  Board,  as  a  rule,  has  been  to 
aid  churches,  not  those  who  minister  to 
them.  This  experiment,  after  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  century’s  experience,  it  is 
believed  by  this  Synod,  has  proved  a 
signal  failure.  The  very  centres  of 
population,  where  the  prospect  exists 
of  doing  the  most  good  by  a  given 
amount  of  labor,  have  not  been  reached. 
The  practical  cause  lies  in  the  fact  that 
in  villages  and  country  districts,  church¬ 
es  are  organized  more  promptly,  more 
economically  than  in  cities.  This  fact  is 
illustrated  by,  we  presume,  eight  out  of 
ten  of  the  churches  aided  by  the  Board 
during  the  last  thirty  years. 


Ihe  obstacles  are  so  great  in  com¬ 
mencing  a  church  in  a  city,  that  the  ex¬ 
periment  is  very  seldom  attempted  by 
our  branch  of  the  Ghurch.  hfr.  Lenox, 
in  New  York  city,  has,  with  a  princely 
benevolence,  done  something.  But  the 
rule  of  the  Church  has  resulted  discour- 
agingly  even  there. 

The  two  loyal  churches  of  Louisville 
have  practically  ignored  the  Board,  and 
have  planted  two  hopeful  chapels,  which 
promise  a  splendid  result  for  the  experi¬ 
ment.  They  have,  as  we  suppose,  adopt¬ 
ed  the  very  course  endorsed  by  the  Chi¬ 
cago  Synod,  and  with  the  most  encour¬ 
aging  prospects.  We  would  suggest  a 
few  hints,  prompting  the  resolution  of¬ 
fered. 

With  our  city  as  a  field,  let  us  see 
what  ought,  and  could  be  effected: 

1.  A  District  Secretary  should  be 
chosen,  well  qualified  to  survey  the 
ground,  and  while  he  is  no  expense  to* 
the  Board,  he  can  furnish  all  the  intelli¬ 
gence  needed  by  the  Board. 

2.  As  the  population  (the  school  cen¬ 
sus  just  completed)  is  252,000,  we  pre¬ 
sume  a  number  of  enterprises  could  be 
begun  here  with  a  speedy  prospect  of 
testing  the  experiment. 

3.  As  we  have  five  churches,  four  of 
them  small  for  a  city  of  this  size,  six  Sab¬ 
bath  schools  might  be  organized,  each  one 

located  with  reference  to  being  a  nucleus 
for  a  future  .church. 

4.  Six  young  men  of  earnest  piety,  wn- 
encumbered  with  families,  with  ordinary 
prudence  and  the  divine  blessing,  could 
have,  it  is  believed,  in  a  few  years,  as 
many  churches. 

5.  Such  men  could  be  employed  at  a 
salary  of  $1,200  each,  and  we  are  per¬ 
suaded  the  amount,  with  some  labor, 
might  be  raised  in  our  Church,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  families  patronizing 
these  Sabbath  schools. 

The  above  hints  have  been  reduced  to 
a  successful  practice  by  so  many  in  other 
churches  in  our  rapidly  growing  cities  of 
the  West,  that  it  is  unjust  to  call  it  an 
experiment.  Is  it  not  sad  to  see  our  be- 
k  ved  Zion  slowly  lagging  after  other  por¬ 
tions  of  the  sacramental  host,  moving  on 
so  nobly,  and  so  triumphantly  taking  pos¬ 
session  of  the  land?  In  vain  have  we 
invited  the  various  journals  of  our  Church 


|  °  1 do  something  for  the  extension  of  our' 

Church  on  a  different  plan, 
y-  scheme  at  once  simple,  practical, 

|  and  thoroughly  tested  by  others,  only 
j  needs  the  divine  blessing,  and  proper 
persons  to  carry  it  on  with  success.  No 
army  ever  did  much  with  .a  leader  fifty 
miles  from  the  conflict, .  Let  the  General 
Assembly  adopt  the  plan  proposed  by 

cn  ,.ackus’  and  endorsed  by  the  Synods 
of  Chicago  and  New  Jersey,  in  connection 
with  some  change  in  the  old  rules,  and  we 
can  humbly  trust  Providence  for  the  re¬ 
sults.  Let  Synods  choose  a  District  Sec¬ 
retary,  either  clerical  or  lay ,  without 
salary,  to  give  the  Board  all  needed  in¬ 
formation.  Trusting  that  others,  far  bet¬ 
ter  qualified,  will  take  up  the  subject. 

I  am  fraternally, 

W.  H.  Van  Doeen. 


A  Good  Investment. 

Does  money  given  for  Home  .Missions 
strengthen  the  Church,  or  does  it  only 
extend  it?  Or,  granting  that  it  must  in 
time  strengthen  the  Church,  is  the  pro¬ 
cess  slow  or  rapid  ?  These  are  questions 
on  which  business  men  may  fairly  seek 
information,  and  on  which  very  little 
detailed  information  is  given.  What  we  ’ 
ive,  as  God’s  agents,  are  investments  for 
im.  Are  Home  Missions  good  invest¬ 
ments?  I  propose  to  answer  by  an  ex¬ 
ample. 

In  185S  the  Westminster  church  of 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  was  organized,  ! 
with  some  eight  or  nine  members.  In 
1867  that  church,  under  the  Rev.  R.  A. 
Condit,  became  self-sustaining.  For  nine 
years  its  life  has  been  nourished  by  the 
liberality  of  the  Church  at  large.  It  has 
been  helped  to  help  itself.  Now,  that  it 
needs  no  more  assistance  from  outside, 
let  us  balance  accounts,  and  see  what  the 
Lord’s  money  has  done. 

This  church  has  received  in  all  from  the 
Church  at  large  $3300,  viz:  $1400  in  all  , 
from  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  foi 
support  (in  part)  of  their  minister;  $o00 
from  the  Board  of  Church  Extension,  to 
help  forward  their  church  building,  and 
$1600  from  Christians  in  the  East  for  the 
same  purpose,  and  for  its  subsequent  en¬ 
largement;  altogether,  as  above,  $3300. 

In  these  same  years  it  has  raised  for  its  1 
own  maintenance  and  building  at  Jea»t  | 


'WOOO.  Gifts  to  it  have,  thus  caiica  om 
more  than  'double  their  amount ,  the  whole 
being  laid  at  God's  feet. 

It  has  given  also  for  '  objects  outside  of 
itself,  in  annual  or  special  collections, 
$2650*  viz:  $253  bach  again  to  the  Board 
oLDomestic  Missions;  $440  bach  again  to 
Church  Extension,  partly  to  the  Board, 
and  partly  to  a  neighbouring  new  church  ; 
$374  to  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 
(of  which  $125  came  last  October  from 
the  Sunday-school;)  and  $1583  to  the 
other  Boards  and  other  agencies. 

We  see, ^therefore,  that  the  aid  it  has 
received  has  called  into"  being  a  self- 
sustaining  church,  with  .a  convenient  edi¬ 
fice,  that  the  treasury  , of  the  Church  has 
already  received  bach  four- fifths  of  the  j 
outlay, .  and  thefourd'ain  lias  o'nfy  just 
begun  to  flow.  By  the  grace  of  God,  it 

will  flow  on  till  Christ  comes,  hastening  ] 
ms  coming*  am  spreading'  cue  giory  of 
God. 

So  much  for  the  investment  as  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  Christian  finance.  But  this  is  only 
a  small  part  of  the  return.  Forty-eight 
souls  have  in  these  nine  years  been  con¬ 
verted  in  that  churchy  the  number  in¬ 
creasing  as  the  church  took  on  strength. 
What  value  shall  we  put  on  this  part  of 
tbe  income?  And  here,  again,  the  foun¬ 
tain  ha.s  only  just  begun  to  flow.  At 
least  seventy-five  professing  Christians, 
mostly  from  Eastern  homes,  have  been 
gathered  together  here,  and  are  banded 
now  for  work  and  for  prayer. 

The  nations  that  lie  in  darkness  have  a 
new  company  of  friends  praying  for  them, 
and  helping  to  send  to  them  the  gospel. 
The  regions  westward  of  them,  which  are 
fast  filling  in  with  wanderers,  and  with 
wandering  souls,  have  a  near  point  of  sup¬ 
port,  sympathy,,  and  active  aid.  The 
Church  at  large  is,  by  one  step,  nearer  to 
the  great  consummation,  and  is  percepti¬ 
bly  strengthened  for  its  future  steps. 

In  view  of  such  returns,  those  who  can 
give  to  Home  Missions,  may  well  be 
encouraged  to  expect  that  every  gift  will 
briny  forth  fruity  some  ten,  some  twenty, 
some  an  hundred  fold,  in  more  gifts,  and 
in  souls  saved  and  sanctified.  Pv.  S. 

BOARD  OF  DOMESTIC  MISSIONS.  *}  - 

The  second  resolution  of  the  repo/rt  t/eing 
under  consideration, 

Rev.  Dr.  Brownson*  remarked,  hitherto  all 


we  have  done  for  our  Boards  is  to  pass  reso¬ 
lutions.  We  know  that  this  Board,  and  that  of 
Foreign  Missions,  are  embarrassed  in  their 
operations  for  want  of  funds.  In  the  Foreign 
Board,  the  question  comes  up  every  month. 
And  so  it  does*  in  this.  Hence  the  necessity 
for  more  liberal  contributions.  Those  for  this 
Board  should  equal  the  amount  given  for 
Foreign  Missions.  Therefore  the  Committee 
introduce  this  language  into  the  resolution,  so 
that  if  the  Board  think  fit  to  send  out  some 
competent  men  to  stir  up  the  churches,  they 
could  do  so. 

Rev.  Dr.  Smith — How  many  District  Secre¬ 
taries  are  there  l  where  are  they  ?  and  what  are 
their  duties  ? 

Dr.  Janew'ay — We  have  appointed  them  in 
Kentucky,  Indiana,  Missouri,  Minnesota..  We 
have  placed  them  only  in  trans- Allegheny 
regions.  Their  business  is  to  expatiate  over 
the  country,  explore  and  select  important 
points,  organize  churches,  and  try  to  get  the 
right  men  for  those  points.  They  are  so  many 
hands  to  the  Secretary  at  Philadelphia,  doing 
work  he  would  do,  if  in  the  field.  Thus  far 
the  plan  has  worked  well.  Our  New-school 
brethren  have  eight  of  these  Secretaries.  The. 
business  of  ours  is  to  collect  money,  locate 
men,  &c.  They  are  expected  to  act  under  the 
advice  of  Presbyteries  and  in  concert  ■with 
them 

Rev.'  Dr.  Marshall — We  can  raise  money 
■without  these  agents,  therefore  I  am  opposed 
to  the  system.  It  will  in  the  end  damage  the 
Board. 

Dr.  Janeway — These  District  Secretaries  are 
missionaries  on  a  larger  scale.  The  Assembly 
passed  upon  this  matter  at  Newark.  It  au¬ 
thorized  the  appointment  of  these  men.  And 
we  are  doing  only  what  it  told  us  to  do.  This 
is  an  indispensable  matter  with  us.  If  you 
wish  to  break  up  the  Board,  you  can  destroy 
this  agency- 

Rev-  P.  B.  Young  moved  to  strike  out  the 
word  “  Secretaries,”  and  insert  “missionaries.’  * 
They  are  called  so  in  the  North-west, 

Rev.  Dr.  Rockwell  suggested  that  these 
men  should  be  appointed  by  Presbyteries. 

Dr.  Jane  way — They  are  appointed  on  the 
recommendation  of  Presbyteries  and  Synods. 
But  the  Board  ftomQ, times  appoints  if  no  reconv 
mendation  is  mscie. 

Rev.  S.  J.  Niccolls — Living,  as  I  do,  upon 
the  boydCT  of  so  large  a  field  as  Missouri,  and 
looking  out  upon  its  desolations,  I  feel  a  great 
interest  in  this  matter.  We  should  hail  with 
joy  any  thing  that  increases  the  efficiency  of 
this  Hoard,  and  enables  it  to  do  its  great  work. 
The  usefulness  of  these  men  is  not  to  be  esti¬ 
mated  by  the  amount  of  mpney  they  bring  into 
the  treasury  of  the  Board.  We  have  one  of 
these  Secretaries  in  Missouri,  who  has  done  a 
great  work,  though,  he  has  but  just  entered 
upon  his  duties-  How  shall  we  remedy  the* 
deficit  of  mo^ey?  There  are  two  BoaroU  with 
which  it  is  easv  to  find  fault — those  of  Church 


K-Xteiftsiion  a,n,di  Domestic  Missions.,  I  am  nofc 
Prepared!  to  say  this  Board  is  just  as  active  as 
tt  should  be.  But  I  think  tho  great  fault  is  in 
another  direction.  Let  us  give  the  money  till 
their  treasuries  oversow,  and  then  if  they  do 
not  do  their  duty,  let  ns  “  ipso  facto”  them.  A 
coloured  deacon  was  in  the  habit  of  shutting  his 
eyes  while  he  sang,  with  great  unction,  “Fly 
abroad)  thou  mighty  gospel  ;”  and  not  seeing 
the  contribution  plate,  “0!  yes,”  said  th© 
plate-bearer  $  ‘•‘but  just  you  give  something  to 
make  it  fiy.”  We  hear  much  about  going 
bach  to  cultivate  the  good  will  of  our  Southern 
brethren.  I  say,  let .  us,  go  forward.  The 
Church  fears  no  reaction.  She  is  not  like  a 
lost  man  walking  in  circles.  I  believe  wa 
should  cluster  around  this  Board,  and  help  it. 
It  is  no  surprising  thing  for  men  to  mistake  the 
action  of  the  Church,  when  the  Spirit  of  God 
moves  upon  it,  and  there  should  be  no  drawing 
back,  though  we  are  misunderstood.  Let  us  go 
forward,  and  we  shall  hnd  that  our  supplies 
will  not  fail,  nor  our  garments  grow  old.  I  do 
not  think  you  can  do  a  better  thing  for  this 
Board  than  to  authorize  these  District  Mission¬ 
aries. 

Rev.  Dr.  Matthews — In  accordance  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  Assembly,  the 
Synod  of  Kentucky  has  one  of  these  “  Secre¬ 
taries”  in  it.  He  is  an  evangelist,  and  per¬ 
forms  more  hard  work  than  any  minister  in  it. 
He  assists  brethren  in  protracted  meetings,, 
and  does  the  whole  work  of  an  evangelist.  By 
this  agency  the  whole  missionary  work  of  the 
Board  gets  before  the  Assembly.  W e  feel  that 
we  cannot  dispense  with  this  agency.  W© 
should  work  as  a  unit  with  it.  I  hope  there 
will  be  no  objection  to  it. 

Rev.  Mr.  Dubuar  remarked,  that  if  these 
Secretaries  are  missionaries ,  and  not  agents  to> 
raise  funds,  he  had  no  objection  to  them. 

Rev.  Mr-  McFarland  spoke  of  the  destitu¬ 
tions  in  Missouri.  There  are  points  all  over 
that  State  that  will  need  just  this  kind  of  labour. 
He  lived  250  miles  from  St.  Louis,  and  for  a 
year  had  no  Presbyterian  minister  within  one 
hundred  miles  of  him.  The  vrhole  State  needed 
this  work. 

Rev.  Dr.  Ekin  thought  this  measure  essential 
to  our  success,  but  would  suggest  that  Synods 
nominate  these  men,  but  that  the  Board  have 
power  to  appoint,  if  the  Synods  fail  to  nominate, 
fn  the  vast  missionary  field  of  Kansas  he  had 
heard  of  no,  complaint  against  this  Board. 
There  are  large  sections  of  Kansas  where  thus, 
kind  of  work  is  needed,  but  where  we  have  not 
a  single  labourer.  Other  denominations  are? 
putting  forth  all  their  energies.  They  put  more 
in  the  field,' and  sustain  them  there-  The  at¬ 
tention  of  the  Church  should  be  directed  to  the 
importance  of  this  field,  and  hope  there  will  be 
no  objection  to  this  measure.  We  need  it  in 
Kansas- 

Mr.  Young’  samendment  to  strikeout  “Sec¬ 
retaries,”  and  insert  “missionaries,”  was  them 
adopted- 


L*n  motion,  the  last  clause  of  the  resolution  * 
all  after  the  words  “contributions  to  the  cause” 
was  stricken  out,  and  then  the  resolution,  as 
amended,  was  adopted. 

The  third  resolution  having  been  read, 

Rev.  Dr.  Irving  inquired  if  that  was  not 
what  had  just  been  stricken  from  the  second  ? 

Rev.  Dr.  Brownson — I  will  offer  a  substitute, 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  for  this  resolution.  I 
am  the  only  member  of  the  Sustentation  Com- 
j  mittee  appointed  by  the  last  Assembly  now  in 
this  house.  We  considered  the  whole  subject, 
of  sustentation  corresponded  with  Scotland  and 
other  churches,  and  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  plan  embraced  in  the  report  (Dr.  El¬ 
liott’s)  which  has  been  adopted,  was  the  only 

j  practicable  one  for  the  country.  It  reaches 
into  every  Synod  and  Presbytery,  and  modi¬ 
fies  the  work  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Mis¬ 
sions.  Brethren  do  not  seem  to  understand 
it,  and  know  what  they  have  adopted.  One 
evidence  of  this  fact  is  that  we  have  here 
another  approval  of  the  report  on  the  subject 
of  Susteutation,  which  we  have  already 
adopted. 

Dr.  Stanton— If  I  have  an  opportunity,  I 
will  move  to  reconsider  that  report. 

Dr.  Brownson  here  entered  into  an  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  provisions  of  Dr.  Elliott’s 
report,  and  then  remarked: — Here  is  a  plan 
designed  to  remedy  what  we  have,  for  many 
years,  felt  to  be  an  urgent  necessity;  and  I 
make  these  statements  because  I  fear  mem¬ 
bers  have  not  this  report  before  them.  I 
now  offer  the  following  a3  a  substitute  for  the 
resolution  under  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  special  attention  of  the  Board  of 
Domestic  Missions  be  called  to  the  Report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  appointed  by  the  Assembly  of  last  year  on 
ministerial  sustentation,  the  supply  of  vacant  church¬ 
es,  and  other  kindred  subjects,  which  has  been  adopted 
by  this  Assembly,  and  tliac  tile  Board  be  directed  to 
co-operate,  as  far  as  possible,  in  the  way  prescribed, 
in  carrying  out  the  plan  therein  set  forth;  and  farther, 
that  the  Board  report  to  the  next  Assembly  what  en¬ 
largement  of  its  powers,  if  any,  may  be  necessary  for 
that  purpose.” 

On  motion,  the  substitute  was  then  adop¬ 
ted  as  the  third  resolution  of  the  series. 

The  fourth  resolution  being  under  consid¬ 
eration, 

Rev.  Dr.  Sheddan  said:-— I  believe  in  short 
speeches  and  short  reports.  We  have  a  vast 
amount  of  lumber  already  on  hand.  It  is  a 
strange  fact  that  one-fourth  of  our  mission¬ 
aries  make  no  reports.  Certainly,  if  money 
can  go  to  them,  reports  can  come  back. 
There  is  something  loose  in  this  matter  some¬ 
where.  We  must  keep  up  the  circulation  in 
this  work,  or  paralysis  will  ensue.  I  wish  t< 
see  this  evil  remedied.  Let  us  make  this 
living,  working  Board. 

Rev.  Mr.  Weller  offered  the  following  ao 
substitute  for  the  fourth  resolution:  \*$; 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  be  directed  to  adopt  some 
stringent  rule  requiring  all  who  are  aided  by  its  funds 
to  make  an  annual  statistical  return  of  the  labours  or  j 
the  year;  and  that  it  be  instructed  to  require  of  svery  I  . 


church  receiving  such  aid,  evidence  of  its  progress  to¬ 
wards  a  condition  in  which  it  will  be  self-sustaining, 
or  satisfactory  reasons  why  such  evidence  is  wanting, 
as  the  condition  upon  which  further  aid  shall  be 
granted;  and  that  the  original  grant  bo  diminished 
I  each  year  at  least  twenty- five  per  cent.,  unless,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  f'resby tery,  there  are  imperative 
reasons  lor  a  less  reduction. 

Mr.  Weller  remarked.  There  should  be 
some  stringent  rule  by  which  these  faults  can 
be  remedied.  But  we  need,  most  of  ail,  more 
of  a  missionary  spirit.  Let  our  churches  be 
agkf4  to  raise  more  money,  but  let  them  be 
satisfied,  that  what  they  do  raise  will  be  judi¬ 
ciously  expended. 

Mr.  Weller's  amendment  was  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  the  4th  and  5th  resolutions  were 
adopted. 

The  report,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted, 
and  irow  reads  as  follows: 

The  CoKu&itjtee  are  agreed  in  recommending  to  this 
General  Assembly; 

1.  That  the  policy  cf  the  Board,  in  its  efforts  to  give 
!  to  its  missionaries  a  living  salary,  and  to  extend  the 

geld  of  its  operations,  be  fully  endorsed. 

2.  That  the  General  Assembly  sanction  the  policy 
of  the  Board  in  the  appointment  of  district  mission¬ 
aries,  and  urges  it  upon  all  the  Presbyteries  to  stir  up 
the  churches  under  their  care  to  a  greater  degree  of 
liberality  in  their  contributions  to  the  cause. 

3.  Dr.  Howard's  resolution  as  given  above. 

4.  That  the  Board  be  directed  to  adopt  some  strin¬ 
gent  rule  requiring  ail  who  are  aided  by  its  fun  da  to 
make  an  annual  statistical  return  of  the  labours  of  the 
year. 

5.  That  the-  report  of  the  Board  be  approved,  and 
.Ordered  to  be  published. 

T&e  Committee  further  report  that  the  records  of 
the  B.o?.rd  of  domestic  Missions,  as  also  the  minutes 
of  its  Bsacufiye  Committee,  have  been  before  them. 
Their  approval  fa  recommended. 

An  omission  of  one  member  having  been 
made  in  the  election  of  members  of  the  Btfard 
of  Domestic  Missions,  Rev.  E.  D.  Saunders, 
D.  D.,  was,  on  motion,  elected  to  fill  the  va¬ 
cancy.  _ _ 

i  — _ _ _ h 

PRESBYTERIAN  MISSIONARIES. 

The  report  of  the  Permanent  Committee 
and  the  memorial  of  the  Presbytery  of  Sci- 
ota  lay  great  stress  upon  the  question  of 
employing  missionaries  at  large,  or  as  they 
are  styled  in  these  documents,  Presbyterial 
Missionaries.  And  it  is  only  natural,  and  a 
thing  to  be  expected,  that  pastors  and  pres¬ 
byteries  and  sessions,  whose  field  is  on  the 
frontier,  and  around  them  the  eternal  deso¬ 
lations,  should  earnestly  desire  a  force  of 
movable  ministers  who  can  be  seUt  at  their 
suggestion  to  help  an  enfeebled  brother,  or 
fill  a  deserted  pulpit,  or  explore  an  unknown 
wilderness,  or  discharge  any  other  occasion¬ 
al  and  desultory  service  which  in  their  judg¬ 
ment  the  cause  of  Christ  may  demand. 
But  this  is  obviously  a  subject  on  which  the 
Permanent  Committee  must  be  allowed  to 
exercise  a  large  discretion,  and  advance 
slowly,  acquiring  light  in  the  only  safe  or 
possible  way,  by  the  lessons  of  an  experi¬ 
ence  which,  however  tardy  it  may  seem  to 


our  impatience,  is  yet  our  only  reliable  guide 
in  the  premises.  In  no  part  of  the  Home 
Missionary  work  is  there  more  danger  of 
waste  and  unwisdom  than  in  this.  Besides, 
we  have  but  just  cofiimenced  this  grand 
undertaking,  and  have  as  yet  neither  men, 
nor  money,  nor  information  enough  to  justi¬ 
fy  much  of  experiment  or  expansion  on  this 
subordinate,  and  for  the  present  only  second¬ 
ary  field.  Our  first  care  must  be  to  seize 
and  hold  and  fortify  and  develop  the  points 
already  in  our  hands.  We  are  laying  the 
foundations  of  many  ages,  and  at  whatever 
cost  of  time,  or  money,  or  patience,  we 
must  do  this  work  first,  and  do  it  thorough¬ 
ly  and  well.  The  Standing  Committee  have 
given  the  most  careful  and  candid  attention 
to  this  subject,  hearing  and  weighing  every¬ 
thing  that  has  been  said  on  both  sides.  And 
they  are  fully  convinced  that  the  Permanent 
Committee  of  this  Assembiy  have  adopted 
the  right  maxims,  and  are  ready  to  do,  and 
in  fact  are  doing,  all  that  a  wise  regard  to 
the  interests  concerned  can  possibly  de¬ 
mand. 

The  work  of  Home  Missions  which  this 
Assembly  has  deliberately  undertaken  to 
carry  forward  to  its  full  achievement,  is  in 
a  fieldr  and  under  a  dispensation,  and  in  a 
period  of  our  national  history  which  neces¬ 
sitates  its  ceaseless  expansion,  and  calls 
for  a  continual  increase  of  vzeal  and  sacri¬ 
fice  and  labor.  If  our  graces  unfold— and 
they  must  unfold  or  perish — it  is  that  they 
may  possess  a  larger  area  and  illumine  an 
ampler  field  in  the  kingdom  of  out  Lord. 
Or  if  our  field  enlarges  and  our  limits  ex¬ 
pand,  it  is  that  our  graces  may  have  a  broad¬ 
er  scope,  and  our  religion  a  more  perfect 
development.  God  has  set  upon  onr  Home 
Missionary  enterprise  during  this  first  year 
of  its  history,  the  three  most  convincing 
seals  of  his  approbation,  the  three  most 
certain  marks  of  his  assistance.  These  have 
been,  1,  Our  great  trial  at  the  commence¬ 
ment;  2,  Our  great  successes'  at  the  end; 
and  3,  The  mighty  field  that  opens  upon  us 
for  the  future.  Kansas,  Colorado,  Nevada, 
yes,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  mountains 
California  as  well — this  whole  empire — the 
destined  site  of  a  rich,  populous,  and  Chris¬ 
tian  people— the  Head  of  the  Church  offers 
this  entire  realm  to  his  advancing  children. 
And  the  most  important  question  which  this 
General  Assembly  has  to  discuss  or  decide 
at  its  present  sitting,  is,  whether  it  will 
march  at  the  head  of  its  own  Presbyterian 
host,  and  do  its  part  in  taking  possession  of 
this  goodly  land. 

The  work  of  Home  Missions  is  of  neces¬ 
sity  a  divided  and  two-fold  work.  Part  of 
it  is  to  be  performed  on  the  neglected  and 


needy  field;  part  of  it  in  tlie  hearts  oi  our 
people  at  home.  To  diffuse  intelligence, 
to  awaken  zeal,  to  arouse  and  inspire  and 
organize  tlie  whole  Church,  filling  it  with 
the  Spirit  of  Christ  the  Master,  thus  to  get 
ready  the  sacramental  host  for  its  appointed 
achievement  in  this  outer  field,  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  must  give  attention  to  this 
primal  work  in  the  Church  at  home,  or  it 
can  never  accomplish  that  derivative  task 
that  waits  and  beckons  on  to  the  field  with¬ 
out.  Nothing  is  so  much  needed  in  our 
communion  at  this  moment  as  a  general 
baptism  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  If  the  fire 
of  devotion  could  be  rekindled  in  all  our 
tents,  and  among  all  our  tribes,  we  have 
men  enough,  we  have  money  enough,  we 
have  means  enough  of  every  kind  to  arise 
and  take  possession  of  this  broad  middle 
zone  that  belts  the  continent,  and  covering 
it  with  our  churches  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific,  make  it  a  graud  and  Christian 
galaxy — a  queenly  girdle  on  the  bride  of 
Christ.  In  view  of  the  considerations  pre¬ 
sented  to  them  in  the  report  and  memorial 
already  named,  the  Committee  recommend 
to  the  General  Assembly,  therefore,  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  Of  devqut  thanksgiving  to  God  for  all 
the  encouraging  omens  by  which  he  has 
been  pleased  to  acknowledge  and  assist  the 
cause  of  Home  Missions  in  our  Church  dur¬ 
ing  this  first  and  most  trying  year  of  its 
history. 

2.  Of  entire  confidence  in  the  judgment, 
zeal,  and  fidelity  of  the  Permanent  Com¬ 
mittee  in  their  administration  thus  far  :  with 
the  desire  and  expectation  that  they  will  in 
the  future  conduct  the  difficult  and  respon¬ 
sible  work  which  they  have  in  hand  upon 
the  same  just  principles  and  according  to 
the  same  impartial  rules  as  hitherto. 

3.  That  this  General  Assembly,  recogniz¬ 
ing  the  necessity  and  duty  of  immediate  en¬ 
largement  m  the  Home  Missionary  work, 
earnestly  exhorts  all  its  associates,  the  Syn¬ 
ods,  the  Presbyteries,  the  Churches,  the  1 
pastors,  the  children,  to  cooperate  with  its 
Committee  with  zeal,  purpose,  and  liberality 
equal  to  the  exigencies  of  our  position,  and 
to  our  high  calling  in  the  kingdom  of  Godk 

*-  *'  _  i  *  ■»  t  -  - 

Correspondence  of  the  Presoyterian  Banner. 

LETTER  PROM  NEVADA. 


Nevada,  Aug.,  18G8. 


WESTERN  CHARACTER. 

The  term  Western,  after  long  insta¬ 
bility  and  emigration  towards  the  set¬ 
ting  sun,  is  about  to  have  its  proper  jj 


acceptation  in  American  speech,  as 
meaning  that  portion  of  our  territory 
adjacent  to  the  Pacific  coast — this  defi¬ 
nitely  so  soon  as  the  overland  railroad 
be  complete.  rihe  characteristics  of 
Nevada  society  will  be  limited  to  our 
observation  as  a  missionary.  Were 
this  a  political  ex  iursion,  ora  money 
hunting  tour,  an  essay  in  connection 
with  each  might  be  written  arid  of 
much  interest.  At  pretent  I  will  no¬ 
tice  only  some  personal  and  social  trials 
on  which  the  lubo  s  of  a  Gospd  mil  ii- 
ter  must  needs  impinge;  and  things 
which  it  behooves  him  to  know  in  order 
to  greater  success  in  his  work.  These 
things  are  written  also  w  th  the  hope 
that  thereby  the  Church  may  better 
understand  whit  agents  are  best  suited 
to  be  sent  in  order  to  accomplish  her 
great  work. 

The  people  of  Nevada  dwell  almost 
exclusively  in  towns  or  smull  colonies 
and  these  far  separated.  Almost  every 
one  is  directly  or  remotely  connected 
with  silver  mining.  The  people  are 
nearly  as  unsettled  as  tribes  of  Bedou 
ins  or  western  Indians.  They  are 
largely  American,  with  a  mixture  from 
almost  every  nationality.  Most  of 
them  ’  are  adventurers  in  the  proper 
sense  of  the  term.  All  have  come  to 
get  money  and,  when  gotten,  go  else¬ 
where  to  spend  it.  The  mass  of  the 

p^ojli  are  poor  and  likely  to  remain 
so,  as  in  every  mining  region.  Though 
so  eager  and  reckless  in  obtaining 
money,  yet  they  are  prodigal  in  its  use 
when  gotten.  They  are  rugged,  toil¬ 
some  and  easy  looking ;  and  as  a  class 
becoming  prematurely  old.  They  are 
ot  a  reckless  independence  ;  jealous  of 
personal  rights  ;  ready  and  fierce  to  re¬ 
sent  a  supposed  insult ;  suspicious  of 
strangers;  intelligent  with  respect  to 
human  character  and  local  interests. 

m  i  - 
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Ttie  male  population  largely  in  excess, 
hence  various  and  serious  social  evils. 
Not  unfrequently,  too,  do  we  find  thus 
hidden  away  as  far  as  possible  from 
farmer  relations,  one  man  living  with 
another  man’s  wile,  his  own  abandon¬ 
ed — a  woman  living  with  another  man, 
her  husband  forsaken — these  perhaps 
under  the  semblance  of  divorce.  Here 
alas,  the  harlot  has  also  found  her  way 
into  every  town  and  hamlet,  and  in  lux- 
uiious  riot  has  opened  her  speedy  path¬ 
way  to  hell.  The  pure,  the  noble,  the 
Christian  individual  and  family,  who 
have  wandered  far  away  here  and  are 
acting  as  a  leaven,  have  been  noticed  in 
a  former  letter,  and  are  again  gladly 
chronicled. 

The  religious  tenets  of  the  people 
are  almost  as  varied  as  their  personal¬ 
ities — looseness  and  infidelity  in  ex¬ 
cess.  Such  a  profane,  and  reckless  in¬ 
dependence  about  the  interests  of  the 
soul,  I  scarcely  saw  equaled  while  in 
the  army.  The  substance  of  a  conver¬ 
sation  lately  held  with  a  pure  specimen 
of  unsettled  California  and  Nevada  j 
character,  may  give  some  idea  of  my 
meaning.  As  I  learned  from  him,  he 
had  been  at  twenty  different  employ¬ 
ments  during  his  eighteen  years  on  the 
Pacifie  coast;  and  at  the  time,  he  was 
driving  stage  on  the  overland  route. 
Seated  with  him  on  the  boot  for  an  out¬ 
ride  between  two  stations,  he  was  be¬ 
fore  and  after  starting,  cursing  the 
horses  and  everything  else,  and  often 
even  without  seeming  provocation. 
So  soon  as  convenient  the  inquiry  was 
made  whether  he  could  not  drive  his 
horses  without  the  extra  language  of  I 
oaths?  Turning  quickly  his  face  to¬ 
ward  me  and  without  any  apparent 
oifence  he  inquired:  “Don’t  you  | 
swear  ?’’  “  Was  thankful  to  say,  I  did 
|  not.”  “Then  you  have  not  been  long 


in  Nevada.”  “No ;  but  was  it  a  neces- ' 
sity  that  all  should  swear  ?”  “Certain¬ 
ly  ;  we  all  swear.”  My  response  was 
a  hope  that  he  was  mistaken  ;  with  a 
reference  also  to  a  period  not  far  distant 
when  he  and  I  wou'd  be  done  with 
stage  driving  and  riding,  and  forced  to 
a  strict  accountability  for  the  use  of 
language.  Turning  quickly  towards 
me  as  before,  without  apparent  brava¬ 
do,  his  quaint  and  startling  rejoinder 
was:  “If  God  Almighty  has  any  better  j 
or  different  business  for  me  than  stage 
driving  in  the  other  world,  I  am  ready 
without  any  regrets  to  throw  down 
whip  and  rein  and  be  off  to-night.” 

It  is  hard  to  reach,  with  Gospel  ar¬ 
guments  and  persuasion,  character^ 
who  have  become  so  reckless.  In  the 
bearing  of  many  to  whom  I  havej 
preached  daring  the  past  months,  and  j 
who  were  evidently  intending  to  be 
respectful,  yet  was  that  same  indepen¬ 
dent  swagger,  with  respect  to  divine 
things,  fully  manifest.  Nor  need  suci. 
a  peculiar  type  of  opposition  to  th 
G-ospel  be  wondered  at,  when  the  cond 
tions  of  the  people  are  considered.  ] 
Super-intelligent — intelligence  without  j, 
religious  helm  or  rudder,  run  mad. 
Almost  every  one  of  them,  years  agone 
and  in  other  localities,  have  been  under 
more  or  less  influences  from  religious 
teachings — many  were  professors  ;  but 
invthe  workings  of  worldliness  have  re¬ 
moved  beyond  their  reach,  leaving 
them  behind,  and  here  manifest  an  ev¬ 
ident  reluctance  to  be  again  trammel¬ 
led  by  religious  restraints — yea,  even 
a  greater  repugnance  than  those  who 
have  never  been  under  the  power  of 
the  Gospel.  The  stage  driver  referred 
to,  assured  me  in  a  continued  conver-  j 
sation,  he  had  once  been  a  professor  of 
religion  in  a  named  eastern  locality 


I*ho  keeper  of  a  restaurant  in  one  of 
these  mining  towns,  t>ld  me  he  had] 
witnessed  men  come  into  his  saloon  j 
,  , order  a  meal  and  when  ready  join  with  1 
I  maudlin  blasphemy  in  asking  blessings 
[thereon — that  others  would  call  for^a 
bottle  of  wine,  and  in  solemn  mocking 
go  through  the  ceremonies  pertaining 
to  the  sacrament  of  the  supper;  and 
gave  it  moreover  as  his  opinion  that 
.  these  men  had  all  been  professors  of  re¬ 
ligion.  This  is  altogether  probable. 

1  kc  bctiayer  of  Jesus  must  needs  be¬ 
long  to  his  family. 

It  is  in  history  concerning  the  begin¬ 
ning  ol  David’s  military  power,  while 
exiled  in  the  wilderness — (i  That  every 

one  that  was  in  distress,  and  every  one 

j  that  was  in  deot,  and  every  one  that 

was  discontented  gathered  themselves 
unto  him.”  Bather  a  doubtful  begin¬ 
ning  for  stable  military  and  civil  great¬ 
ness  ;  yet  under  the  \  rowess  of  the  son 
of  Jesse,  that  seemingly  unmangeable 
mass  grew  eventually  into  the  grand¬ 
est,  the  best  disciplined  and  most  effec¬ 
tive  army  the  world  has  ever  had  in  it. 
Sounder  is  the  generalship  of  David’s 
Son  and  Lord,  and  by  means  of  effect-  .$ 
ive  missionary  work,  may  this  won¬ 
derfully  interesting  conglomerate  of 
humanity  be  speedily  moulded,  trained 
and  elevated  into  a  power  for 
good  even  above  its  compeers ;  and 
ever  be  found  contending  faithfully  for 
all  the  crown-rights  and  royal  prerog¬ 
atives  of  our  Prince  Emmanuel. 


A.  M.  Stewart. 


Rochester,  Minn.,  March,  1868. 

Messrs.  Editors—  Having  been  the 
almoner  of  some  Eastern  friends,  during 
the  past  winter,  I  have  thought  that 
the  interests  of  Missions  might  be  sub¬ 
served,  if  you  would  give  the  following 
letter,  received  among  many  others  from 
self-denying  missionaries,  a  place  in  your 
missionary  column.  Sjt 


uj Dearly  Beloved  Christian  Friends— I 
have  received  your  generous  donation 

J  of  - .  You  may  be  well  assured  that 

your  exercise  of  Christian  liberality  is 
rtruly  and  highly  appreciated,  and  that 
the  aid  it  rendered  was  most  seasonable 
and  acceptable.  For,  owing  to  the  fall¬ 
ing  off  of  the  funds  from  the  treasury  of 
Domestic  Missions,  and  the  consequent 
inability  of  that  excellent  Board  to  grant 
the  appropriations  which  the  Presbyteries 
asked  this  year  in  behalf  of  the  mission¬ 
aries,  my  family,  in  common,  no  doubt, 
with  many  other  missionary  families, 
would  have  been  brought  this  winter  to 
the  very  verge  of  want,  if  not  compelled 
to  leave  our  field  of  labour  for  want  of 
support.  They  would  have  been  de¬ 
prived  of  most  of  the  temporal  comforts, 
(and  it  is  but  few  of  them  we  have  when 
things  are  at  best,)  and  perhaps  of  the 
very  necessaries  of  life,  but  for  this  timely 
and  noble  exercise  of  generosity  on  your 
part.  Indeed,  I  would  not  have  known 
what  to  do  if  you  had  not  so  opportunely 
•come  to  our  rescue,  as  in  this  country 
very  little  can  be  had  on  credit.  We 
must  pay  the  cash  down.  It  is  true,  I 
trusted  in  Providence;  and,  as  always 
before,  so  now,  he  has  honoured  the  trust. 

I  have  no  language  adequately  to  ex¬ 
press  to  you  my  appreciation  of  your 
kindness  ^nd  liberality.  ‘Thank  you,’  is 
too  trite — too  feeble  a  word.  Endeavour 
to  conceive  how  one,  in  the  circumstances 
I  have  described,  would  feel  towards 
God,  and  towards  you.  The  considera¬ 
tion  for  ‘whose  sake’  the  kindness  was 
done,  and  the  motive  that  prompted  it — 
love  to  Him  ‘who  loved  us,  and  gave 
himself  for  us’ — and  the  consideration 
that  I  am  an  humble  servant  of  Him, 
only  enhances  the  value  of  it  in  my  sight. 

I  feel  that  you  have  bound  me  more 
strongly  to  the  horns  of  the  altar.  But 
Christian  obligations  are  bonds  I  love  to 
be  bound  with.  Cords  of  love!  What 
Christian  is  there,  but  delights  to  be  a 
slave  of  Christ  and  a  servant  of  his  peo¬ 
ple  !  In  return  for  this  signal  token  of 
Christian  affection,  I  can  only  promise 
you  the  most  earnest  labour  in  my  power 
for  the  furth'erafiee  of  that  blessed  cause 
which  both  you  and  I  love  more  dearly 
than  life.  You  have  proved  yourselves 
faithful  stewards  of  Christ.  May  I  j 


M 


prove  a  faithful  labourer.  May  God 
enable  you  by  his .  grace,  to  perform 
jnany  such  deeds  of  kindness  to  his  cause 
&nd  reward  you  for  them  all  an  hundred¬ 
fold,  in  this  life,  and  in  the  resurrection  of 
the  just  with  a  crown  of  glory.  And  His 
own  blissful  approval,  ‘Well  done,  thou 
good  and  faithful  servant, 'published  in  the 
presence  of  an  assembled  universe,  is  my 
earnest,  fervent  prayer. 

i  *  Thankfully  and  affectionately  your 
humble  fellow-labourer  in  the  same  glori¬ 
ous  work,  _ 


3Iessrs.  Editors — While  your  paper  is 
published  in  the  extreme  eastern  border 
of  our  vast  country,  it  doubtless  reaches 
all  parts  of  it — has  a  greater  national 
circulation  than  any  of  its  family,  daugh¬ 
ters  or  sisters — if  the  Presbyterian  is  not 
the  mother  of  all  the  rest.  Will  you, 
then,  allow  one,  writing  from  a  central 
point  in  our  wide  domain,  to  speak  to  the 
Church  through  you,  and,  if  possible, 
awaken  a  deeper  interest  in  her  most 
important  work — the  evangelization  of 
our  own  beloved  land,  from  its  very  cen¬ 
tre  to  its  circumference,  or  from  ocean  to 
ocean.  The  writer  is  penning  these  lines 
in  south-western  Iowa,  on  the  dividing 
ridge  between  the  great  rivers,  in  the 
little  town  of  Afton,  in  the  very  room 
where  the  Rev.  L.  G.  Bell,  familiarly 
known  in  this  region  as  Father  Bell, 
passed  from  his  labours  to  his  rewards  a 
few  weeks  ago.  Here  he  had  come  to 
visit  and  encourage  one  of  the  little 

churches  he  had  organized  years  ago;  ■  to  the  overtures  of  oth ^ 
and  after  preaching  to  the  people,  had  f-stantly  presented  to  tham  •  iC  1  are  p°n- 
proceeded  an  hundred  miles  further  west  .  nients,  to  cast  in  their  lr  fU 

on  horseback,  to  visit  more  of  the  little  A  case  in  point  occurs  +1  -Q 

flocks  he  had  gathered,  and  to  attend  to  with  reference  to  the  lin-m  t  ^  I!^er  n°w, 

business  of  his  own — which  was  always  1  place.  It  was  visited  hv  C 1U  r°  1  In  "!ds 

subordinated  to  his  Master’s  work — and  I  laborious  and  useful  mi  °,n?  °  i°Ur 
having  returned  and  again  preached,  |  and  the  people  here  —  ni&Lei-S  Aas^ 


translate  ins  spirit  and  actions  with  re'er- 
enee  to  the  prosperity  of  our  Zion  into 
words,  and  you  could  be  induced  to  ren- 
der  them  back  again  into  sentiments  and 

woiu8’  ??  grea‘  Work  4Te  ^vocate 
|  ^0l,ld  “ot.  languish.  The  rapid  scatter¬ 
ing  and  absorption  of  the  material  from 
which  we  might  build  up  would  be  ar¬ 
rested.  and  the  cause  of  God  and  truth 
advanced,  oUr  land  blessed,  many  sad 
hearts  encouraged,  in  beholding  the  cords 
lengthened  and  the  stakes  of  our  Zion 
strengthened  Father  Bell  sympathized 
with  those  who,  m  our  new  settlements 
were  anxious  to  secure  the  means  of 
grace  for  themselves  and  their  children 
e  dlc{  Dot  reproach  them  for  having  e;i 
the  older  settlements,  but  regarded  th-n 
as  entitled  to  aid,  in  extending  the  Church.  I 
and  bearing  the  burdens  they  must  c, a’ r- 

orderTo  df  seo.ed  ^  “  Ration 'in  ! 

But  is  there  not  danger,  brethren  ;’ 

your  apathy,  your  want  of  cordial  _ul 
operation  with  the  domestic  missio  .ry 
I,  .  missl°nary  congregations,  who  in ; 
be.r  poverty  are  obliged  to  do  more  for 
the  occasional  ministrations  of  the  word! 
lan  you  find  it  necessary  to  do  to  secure  1 

"  70Ur  1 

there  not  danger  of  discouraging  if 

£Sht  lee;'fullf  bear  ‘^u^ns  of  1 
planting  new  churches,  if  thev  eninro.l 

your  cordial  co-operation  from  enteric* 

ZZ  thoTlZk?  ^  *iU  -t  the2^ 

tlmQo  i  SU-C^  encouragement  dispose 
those  who  might  come  with  us  to  listen 


sickened  and  died,  aged  about  eighty  1  to  secure  his  servA^-  "u  B^te  anxious 
years.  The  little  church  of  Afton,  one!  their  utmost  fand  U !  Tu  ?ley  did 


m  pro- 

,  ana  obtained  all 

with  peculiar  affection,  and  was  exceed-  ;  a  small  salary  coidd^w  h  °m  •t^e1  ^oard’ 

ingly  anxious  to  see  it  supplied  with  the  same  brother  visited  raised-  Tilia  ; 

regular  means  of  grace.  Reader,  do  not  so  important  at  rwesenf  lace>  not 

regard  this  reference  to  Father  Bell  as  a  town  and  its  surround!  aS  tillsA  C0Hnty 

digression,  for  we  are  sure  if  we  could  place  the  organization  .  tdat 

1 1  — e - -li  .9  -  100  w&s  in  connection 


of  between  thirty  and  forty  which  he  had  portion  to  their  ability  P**  V'Je.ral. ln  Pr°-  I 
organized  in  Southern  Iowa,  ^he  regarded  that  they  could  hope  lor  fromth  311 


with  the  other  branch 0f  rtfpTT 

c"  °f  the  Church, 

i - 1- 


I  ■ 


where  he  was  immediately  guaranteed  f 
•one  thousand  dollars  per  annum  by  their 
missionary  agent.  He  now  occupies  that 
point  in  another  connection.  W^hile  this 
church  (Afton)  has  at  length,  in  connec-  1 
tion  with  Osceola,  the  county  seat  of 
Clark  county,  twenty-eight  miles  east, 
also  on  the  Burlington  and  Missouri 
River  Railroad,  and  a  very  promising 
point  prospectively,  obtained  the  services 
of  a  minister.  And  this  minister,  who 
has  long  served  the  Board,  both  east  and 
west,  before  accepting  the  earnest  invita¬ 
tions  of  these  two  little  churches,  inquired 
of  the  Board  of  their  ability  and  disposi¬ 
tion  to  encourage  him  to  enter  this  invi¬ 
ting  field.  He  was  simply  told,  when  he 
had  written  a  second  letter,  the  Board 
were  indisposed  to  anticipate  the  action 
of  the  Presbyteries.  And  now  it  is  found, 
with  reference  to  the  application  of  the 
Afton  church,  the  Board  are  able*  to  do 
nothing.  This,  to  the  little  church  here, 

.i  very  dej^sing,  and  it  cannot  be  very 
. cheering jjj^H^minister,  who  is  already 
on  the  grl^WMtnd  has  made  arrange- 
jments  to  removWhis  family,  at  a  heavy 
expense,  to  the  other  part  of  the  field, 
where  the  people  are  taxing  themselves  ' 
to  the  very  utmost  to  build  a  sanctuary, 
•and  cannot  advance  on  their  subscription 
toward  their  minister.  It  has  always 
been  the  opinion  of  the  writer  that  the 
want  of  that  earnest  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  our  whole  Church,  which  is  so 
emphatically  demanded  by  the  circum¬ 
stance  of  our  country,  is  not  the  result  of 
churlishness,  but  the  want  of  considera¬ 
tion — our  beloved  Zion  does  not  consider. 

The  particular  case  to  which  we  have 
referred  has  only  been  cited  because  it 
occurs  in  connection  with  this  place. 
There  are  similar  cases  of  the  discourag¬ 
ing  effects  upon  our  missionary  brethren 
and  churches  in  other  parts  of  our  land, 

.  all  arising  from  the  fact  that  the  Church 
does  not  furnish  the  Board  of  Missions 
the  means  to  sustain  the  men  whom  she 
has  sent  out  to  do  her  work.  Brethren, 
shall  this  state  of  things  continue?  Must 
your  consecrated  sons  devote  their  ener¬ 
gies  and  time  to  secular  pursuits,  in  order 
to  procure  the  means  to  enable  them  to 
preach  the  gospel  and  extend  the  Church? 
So  far  as  they  are  known  to  the  writer, 
they  do  not  wish  to  be  pampered — dkey 


are  ready,  willing,  anxious  to  endure  the 
heat  and  burden  of  the  day  in  the  Mas¬ 
ter’s  service.  What  they  want  is  that 
you  may  secure  them  from  the  necessity 
of  turning  aside  from  their  chosen  and 
appropriate  work.  This  may  be  done  by 
!your  furnishing  the  means  to  the  Board 
to  enable  them  to  supplement  the  effort 
;of  missionary  congregations  to  sustain 
them  in  their  work;  or  it  may  be  done 
by  many  of  you  taking  up  your  abode  in 
the  missionary  field,  with  a  missionary 

spirit;  and  to  farmers,  the  two  counties 
to  which  reference  has  been  made,  Clarke 
and  Nunion,  Iowa,  offer  very  favourable 
openings  in  their  unoccupied  and  inviting 
territory.  The  same  is  true  of  almost  all 
our  missionary  churches  in  the  West. 
All  may  co-operate,  for  the  present  press¬ 
ing  want  of  the  Church  is  not  so  much 
men  as  means.  Who  will  refuse  to  co¬ 
operate  in  so  good  a  cause? 

West  of  the  Mississippi. 

THE  APPEAL  IN  BEHALF  OF 
HOME  MISSIONS. 

[COBUBSPONDBNCB  OP  THE!  PRRSBYTERTAN,] 


Jfessrs.  Editors— This  morning,  fif¬ 
teen  hundred  miles  from  home,  I  read 
with  much  interest  the  circular  of  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Domestic  Missions,  written  in  the 
interests  of  a  work  which  demands  a 
larger  share  of  the  Church’s  sympathy 
and  aid.  Permit  one  who  has  laboured 
for  a  season  in  the  North-west  to  pre¬ 
sent  a  few  thoughts  on  the  subject  of 
Home  Missions. 

1.  There  are  fields  in  Minnesota  (and 
the  remark  is  equalty  applicable  to  other  J 
States)  which  ought  to  be  occupied  by 
oqr  Church,  and  occupied  at  once, 
There  are  men  ^rho  are  anxious  to  plant 
the  standard  qf  the  press  along  oqr  ; 
Western  frontier,  and  enter  regions 
which  have  been  neglected  hitherto,  but 
the  Board  is  unable  to  commission  them. 
Will  the  great,  wealthy  Presbyterian 
Church  suffer  this  state  of  things  to 
continue?  Shall  the  be&ulifcl  prairies 
and  fertile  valleys  of  the  North-west  be 


given  over  to  Spiritualism,  Universal- 
ism,  and  blatant  Infidelity?  Emigra¬ 
tion  is  pouring  its  tens  of  thousands  into 
gv’e^t  valley  of  the  Mississippi  and 
only  one  who  has  been  in  those  far  re¬ 
gions  knows  the  great,  urgent  need  of 
the  gospel  to  counteract  the  influence  of 
wide-spread  error,  and  save  multitudes 
from  liopoless  ruin, 

2.  Many  who  are  now  employed  on 
missionary  fields  are  insufficiently  pro¬ 
vided  for.  Appropriations  to  these  la¬ 
bourers,  with  few  exceptions,  have  been 
diminished  at  least  twenty-five  per  cent, 
daring  the  last  year,  though  the  expense 
of  living  has  not  been  diminished.  Borne 
may  be  compelled  to  leave  their  present 
fields  of  labour  unless  larger  contribu¬ 
tions  be  made  to  their  necessities.  They 
will  do  it  unwillingly,  sadly;  but  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  rests  on  the  Church  which 
commissioned  and  promised  to  sustain 
them.  Some  missionaries  have  all  that 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  their  subsist¬ 
ence,  but  many  of  them  endure  hard¬ 
ships  and  privations,  of  which  our 
brethren  labouring  in  China  and  India 
know  but  little. 

3-  The  success  which  h$s  attended 

the  missionary  work  should  encourage 
the  Church  to  devise  and  execute  lib¬ 
eral  things  Fifteen  years  ago  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Riheldaffer,  with  strong  faith  and 
firm  resolve,  laid  the  foundations  of 
Presbyterianism* in  the  great  territory 
of  the  North-west.  Such  devoted  men 
as  Kerr,  Caldwell,  Thayer,  and  others, 
came  to  his  aid.  Now  there  are  about 
sixty  churches,  forty  ministers,  and  two 
thousand  communicants  within  the 
bounds  of  the  Synod  of  St.  Paul,  and  in 
a  few  years,  with  requisite  pecuniary 
assistance  and  God’s  blessing,  man?  of 
those  churches  will  become  self-sustain¬ 
ing,  and  pour  back  into  the  treasury  of 
the  Board  far  more  than  they  have  re¬ 
ceived,  The  Westminster  church  in 
Minneapolis  recently  gave  four  hundred 
dollars  to  assist  a  feeble  congregation  to 
put  up  \x -house  Of  worship,  and  the  chil- 


u run  o!  the  B a bbath- school  sent  two  hun¬ 
dred  dbltars  to  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions,  Does  ’  the  Church  in  the  | 
East  rfegret  the  aid  they  rendered  ,  to  I 
this  people  in  the  day  of  small  things? 
Then,  too,  the  churches  in  St.  Paul, 
St.  Anthony,  Stillwater,  Rochester,  Wi¬ 
nona,  And  elsewhere,  are  exerting  an  in 
finance  in  behalf  of  the  truth  and  godlL 
ness,  which  is  great,  and  increasing 
every  day.  We  praise  the  Lord  for  what 
he  has  wrought  through  our  agency. 
Now  let  the  feebler  churches  be  aided 
in  their  struggles  for  life  and  permanent 
influence.  How  many  of  the  readers  of 
the  Presbyterian  will  double,  or  treble, 
their  contributions  to  the  depleted  trea¬ 
sury  of  our  Domestic  Board?  God  will 
reward  the  liberal  giver. 

May  all  remember  in  their  daily  pray¬ 
ers  the  toili  ng  missionaries  of  our  Church 
and  sustain  them,  by  larger  cq 
lions,  in  thair  self-denying  w 
soon  the  wilderness  shall 
them,  and  the  desert  bloss^iT^as  the 


!  rose. 
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DR.  JiNSWAY^IOTLiite 

EY  THE  WIFE  OF  A  HOME  MISSIONARY. 

Yesterday  evening  my  husband  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  with  the  well  known 
words  printed  cn  the  envelope,  “  If  not 
called  for  in  ten  days,  return  to  901 
Arch  street,  Ph  Had  el  phi  a.”  As  I  am 
equally  interested  with  himself  in  letters 
from  that  place,  I  supposed  my  turn  to 
read  it  would  come  next;  but  to  my 
surprise,  ray  husband  folded  it  up,  and 
put  it  in  his  pocket;,  and  for  several  mo¬ 
ments  looked  very  earnestly  straight 
before  him,  evidently  seeing  nothing, 
but  thinking  intently.  The  cloud  on 
his  brow  aroused  my  fears,  and  woman¬ 
like,  (perhaps,)  I  took  the  first  opportu¬ 
nity  to  steal  the  letter  out  of  his  pocket 
and  read  it.  No  matter  what  the  con¬ 
tents — the  closing  sentence  sent  dismay 
to  my  heart.  “  We  have  an  empty  t rear 
mrv.-and  are  contracting  ”  _ 


What,  shall,  we  do?  is  the  question  X  J 
have  asked  myself  every  hour  since.  \ 
Winter  is  coming  on,  and  fuel  and  pro¬ 
visions  we  must  have..  As  for  clothing, 
we  can  manage  along;  bat  then  oar 
rent  is  behind,  and  the  grocer  sends  in  ' 
his  bill  every  few  days;  and  alas!  it  is 
now  several  months  behind,  and  our  f 
credit  is  threatened.  The  doctor’s  bill 
should  be  settled,  and  then  the  few 
bocks  my  husband  thought  he  might 
venture  to  get  away  last  April  are  Btill 
unpaid  for,  and  only  yesterday  he  said 
he  believed  he  would  be  forced  to  re-  | 
tarn  them  as  the  only  possible  way  to 
meet  the  bill.  As  they  are  unsoiled,  it  ■ 
is  fortunate  he  has  that  resort  to  fall 
back  upon. 

If  the  Board  cuts  down  the  salary, 
wo  cannot  live  by  the  gospel,  that  is 
certain.  We  have  barely  managed  to 
live  aa  it  is  by  practising  the  most  nig- 
gardh|*^Mpmy.  A  hundred  times  has 
the  y^tbn  occurred  to  my  mind, 
would  it  not  he  better  to  enter  upon 
some  secular  occupation  ?  It  is  humili¬ 
ating  to  people  with  sound  bodies  and 
active  minds  to  bo  looked  upon  a3  un¬ 
able  to  make  a  living  in  the  world,  or 
to  pay  their  jnst  and  honest  debts. 
Sometimes  I  s&y  to  my  husband,  "If 
you  would  enter  any  one  of  the  hun¬ 
dred  occupations  open  to  you,  we  could 
then  obey  the  command,  ‘Owe  no  man 
any  thing,’  and  we  could  labour  just  as 
faithfully  in  the  Sabbath-3chool  and 
prayer-meeting,  and  in  every  other  de¬ 
partment  of  Christian  labour,  except 
|  this  one  of  preaching.” 

Often  he  listens  to  me  in  a  perplexed 
kind  of  way,  as  though  he  were  half  in-  j 
dined  to  do  as  I  suggest;  but  oftener 
he  says,  “  God,  whose  servants  we  are, 
will  bring  us  through.  I  have  solemnly 
given  myself  to  this  service,  and  I  can¬ 
not  look  back.”  The  very  last  time  we 
talked  of  this — not  ten  days  ago — -as  he 
^poke  of  faith  in  God,  the  tears  would 
roll  down  my  cheeks  as  I  replied, 
“Yes,  but  takere  is  no  (lour  in  the 
house.” 
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The  editor  of  the  Independent,  during 
his  Western  tour,  wrote  "that  he  had  a 
very  poor  opinion  of  Western  churches. 
They  were  like  the  conies,  a  feeble  folk, 
who  go  begging  for  assistance  to  hnild 
their  churches  from  the  East,  while 
their  depots  and  public  buildings  are  on 
a  scale  of  magnificence  unparalleled  in 
Eastern  cities.”  I  suppose  had  he 
known  any  thing  of  the  operation,  of 
the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions,  he 
would  have  said  they  went  begging  for 
money  to  pay  their  preachers  also. 

The  editor  of  the  Independent  needs 
to  be  informed  that  the  West  is  as  yet 
a  missionary  field.  We  have  first  to 
create  the  demand,  and  then  provide  the 
supply,  in  ail  matters  of  religion.  The 
men  who  build  depots,  and  bridges,  and 
great  business  houses,  generally  regard 
these  as  of  much  more  importance  than 
churches.  I  believe  the  statement 
would  not  be  disputed,  that  il  the  gos¬ 
pel  were  not  sent  to  the  West,  it  would 
be  a  long  time  ere  the  people  would ' 
feel  prepared  to  send  for  it.  They 
would  wait,  every  one,  till  the  farm 
1  was  paid  for,  or  the  manufactory  built, 
or  the  grand  speculation  realized,  and 
the  fruits  reaped,  and  in  the  meantime 
ibat  thousands  of  precious  souls  would 
>0  lost!  And  often  it  seems  as  though 
ur,  few  active,  zealous  Christians  come 
West,  or  else  they  soon  lose  their  zeal. 

D  is  as  yet  an  up-hill  business  to  sus- 
Urn  the  ordinances  of  religion,  and  ne 
who  joins  a  feeble  church  is  liable  to  be 
hHovily  burdened  in  the  building  of  a 
hluso  of  worship,  and  supporting  a 
r>  *ator  Bo  the  lukewarm  Christian 
k^ns  aloof  Ho  is  jMt  at  present  en- 
(X/ed  in  making  his  fortune,  and  when 
ft  f,  secured  he  will  help  the  Church. 
The  Board  expects  that  every  mission 
church  shall  aim  to  become  self-sustain¬ 
ing  as  soon  as  possible,  ami  hubsio.i 
arias  who  do  not  succeed  quickly  m  at- 
tainmc  this  object,  feel  deeply  that  .he 
blame  ia  in  some  degree  attached  t 


I : 


them. 
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■fho  fact  ig,  that  in  a  large  proportion 
of  the  mission  churches  the  missionary’s 
presence  is  the  only  bond  that  holds 
them,  as  an  organization,  together. 
Shynhl  ha  falter  and  givva  up,  the  con¬ 
gregation  would  drift  hither  and  thither, 
and  very  probably  be  swallowed  up  in 
,  other  denominations  that  are  stronger, 
and  where  tho  burdens  are  consequently 
lighter.  In  view  of  these  facts,  it  is 
hard  to  press  upon  them  the  matter  of 
salary  raising.  It  is  evident  that  the 
Church  must  send  the  gospel  here,  and 
it  would  be  wisdom,  when  it  is,  sent  to 
sustain  it  well. 

The  gifts  to  the  home  missionary  are 
too  often  regarded  as  a  charity,  alike  by 
church  members  east  and  worldlings 
west.  Let  us  consider  this  matter  a  little. 
Christians  in  circumstances  of  wealth 
or  ease  in  eastern  cities  feel  that  they 
ought  to  engage  in  some  missionary 
work,  but  they  do  not  feel  called  upon, 
perhaps,  to  leave  their  comfortable 
homes  and  come  into  these  new,  un¬ 
broken  fields,  to  undertake  the  toil  per¬ 
sonally;  but  if  any  one  can  be  found 
who  will  undertake  it,  they  will  contri¬ 
bute  of  their  means  to  support  him. 
Educated,  talented,  and  zealous  young 
men,  on  the  strength  of  this  promise, 
boldly  venture  into  these  moral  desola¬ 
tions,  and  of  what  do  they  deprive 
themselves?  Of  society^,  of  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  mental  culture  such  as  abound 
in  eastern  cities,  of  all  the  conveniences 
and  comforts  of  their  former  lives 
They  brave  the  miasmatic  fevers,  and 
all  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  pio¬ 
neer  life,  not  for  the  earthly  fortune 
that  allures  all  others,  but,  at  the  en¬ 
couragement  and  bidding  of  Christians, 
to  save  souls  for  Christ.  When  there, 
they  look  for  the  supply  of  their  tempo¬ 
ral  wants— how  often — liow  often  are 
they  made  to  feel  that  they  are  regard¬ 
ed  as  “those  begging  missionaries V 
But  will  tho  Presbyterian  Church 
slight  the  magnificent  field  opening  up 


If 

Xu. 


v  -$ 

The  children  61  the  Church 
been  called  upon  to  relieve  the  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions,  will  not  the  wo¬ 
men  see  to  it  that  the  Board  of  Domes¬ 
tic  Missions  has  funds  to  pay  the  sala¬ 
ries  of  its  labourers  this  winter?  Other 
denominations  are  pressing  boldly  for¬ 
ward,  and  if  the  Presbyterian  Church 
does  not  awaken  to  the  importance  of 
immediate  and  energetic  action,  a  loss 
will  be  sustained  that  years  of  toil  will 
not  repair. 

As  I  have  appealed  to  the  woman  of 
the  Church,  I  will  add  one  word  to 
sewing  circles  and  other  benevolent 
1  societies,  Never  ask  a  missionary  if 
he  needs  a  box  of  clothing.  If  he  has 
been  west  two  or  three  years,  it  is  a 
foregone  conclusion  and  stubborn  fact 
that  he  does  need  it;  but  half  of  the 
missionaries  would  suffer  before  they 
would  acknowledge  it.  Find  but  only 
how  many  of  family  he  has,  and^what 
the  sizes  required,  and  make  up  your 
boxes,  not  forgetting  that  the  mbsk pro¬ 
bable  need  will  be  under-clothing,  flan¬ 
nels,  & 3.,  and  you  will  bring  joy  to  the 
heart  of  many  a  missionary,  and  espe¬ 
cially  will  you  .  relieve  the  toil-worn 
wife,  who,  perhaps,  would  find  it  almost 
impossible  to  find  time  to  make  up  gar¬ 
ments,  had  she  the  materials.  Here 
is  room  for  the  largest  benevolence  and 
Christian  activity.  Hasten  to  occupy. 

P.  S.  My  husband  has  just  come  in, 
and  says  the  grocer  lias  sued  us.  At 
first  a  chill  ran  over  me,  and  mv  heart 
seemed  to  stop  beating,  but  in  a  few 
moments  I  laughed  heartily,  as  I  re¬ 
plied,  “  Good  for  him.  I  hope  lie’ll 
issue  an  execution  and  execute  it;  for 
if  we  have  any  property,  I  would  like 
to  know  it.” 


DOMESTIC  MISSIONS. 

Notes  on  the  Home  Mission  Field. 

-1  -he  wife  of  a  home  missionary. 

“I 


^through  this  western  country?  Why  !  ^  \L  ca]led  °n  Mrs.  Newton  and  Mrs 
tk.;  women  of  the  Church  could  carry  to‘dva7»”  I  said  to  mv  husband  as 


I  '  u*thi3  work,  it  they  would  layTold  of  over  our  tea-ta?le  a  fewwai^ 
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since,  “and  I  must  say,  if  they  are  speci¬ 
mens  of  the  Christians  now  trained  in  | 
Eastern  churches,  I  think  religion  there 
is  in  a  very  low  state.” 

“That  sounds  a  little  severe,  I  think,” 
was  his  reply.  “  What  happened  to  make 
\  you  think  so?” 

f  “Well,  of  course,  our  conversation  na¬ 
turally  fell  upon  the  state  of  the  Church 
here,  its  condition  and  prospects.  Having 
heard  that  they  were  Presbyterians,  I 
felt  anxious  to  interest  them  at  once  in 
our  work  here;  and  as  they  are  young, 
intelligent-looking  women,  their  husbands 
apparently  in  good  circumstances,  and 
they  unfettered  by  household  cares,  or  the 
care  of  children,  I  could  not  hebp  pictur¬ 
ing  to  myself  the  great  use  they  might 
be  to  us.  But  Mrs.  Newton  is 'so  disgust¬ 
ed  with  the  unfinished  look  of  the  church, 
with  no  yard  fenced  in,  no  carpet  on  the 
doors,  no  cushions  on  the  seats,  that  she  . 
is  sure  she  can  never  feel  at  home ;  while 
Mrs.  Finley  says  the  audiences  appear  so 
small  to  her,  and  the  singing  and  the  lit¬ 
tle  cabinet  organ  sound  so  strangely, 
after  having  been  accustomed  to  so  much 
i better;  and  altogether,  every  thing  ap¬ 
peared  so  unattractive,  that  she  could  not 
listen  to  the  preaching,  or  enjoy  the  ser¬ 
vice.  She  went  home  from  church  and 
actually  cried,  as  she  thought  of  their 
splendid  church  and  congregation  back 
v-  East?" 

“Did  you  explain  to  them  that  we  are 
only  getting  fairly  started  as  a  church, 

<  the  difficulties  we  have  contended  with, 
and  the  prospect  of  growth  and  useful¬ 
ness  that  now  opens  before  us?” 

“0  yes;  and  I  told  them  that  if  they 
had  been  here  when  we  worshipped  in 
the  third  story  of  a  warehouse,  and  had 
neither  melodeon  nor  organ,  nor  Sabbath- 
school  library,  nor  music  books  for  the 
children,  nor  any  other  church  machinery, 
they  would  think,  as  I  did,  that  our  pre¬ 
sent  accommodations  were  perfectly  splen¬ 
did.  I  told  them,  also,  that  you  were  al¬ 
ways  anxious  for  congregational  singing ;  ' 
but  as  I  had  heard  that  Mrs.  Newton  was 
a  good  singer,  I  would  be  glad  if  she 
would  assist  in  leading  the  singing.  She 
replied,  that  back  East  they  had  a  lovely 
quartette  choir,  and  that  she  never  could 
endure  to  sing  when  any  body  and  every 
body  joined;  it  fact,  it  was  very  injurious 


4 1 

1  to  a  cultivated  voice  to  do  so.  i  soon 
found  that  it  was  no  use  to  talk,  and  so  I 
listened  to  their  accounts  of  how  the 
churches  were  finished  and  furnished  back 
East ;  laughing  in  my  sleeve  all  the  while, 
to  observe  how  earnest  they  were  in  de¬ 
scribing  to  me  the  cushions,  and  the  car¬ 
pets,  and  the  organ,  and  the  choir,  as 
though  I  had  never  seen  any  thing  of  the 
kind  myself,  and  needed  to  be  convinced 
of  their  actual  existence.” 

My  husband  looked  annoyed,  and  left 
the  table ;  I  sat  still,  however,  thinking, 
thinking.  I  was  vexed  and  disappointed. 

Only  those  who  labour  in  the  missionary 
work  can  know  with  what  eagerness  we 
look  forward  to  the  arrival  of  those  who 
may  become  co-labourers  with  us — mem¬ 
bers  from  our  own  Church  in  the  older  . 
States.  The  harvest  is  so  great,  and  the 
labourers  so  few.  I  have  said  before,  that 
it  often  seemed  to  me  that  but  few  active, 
zealous  Christians  come  West.  They 
come,  church  members,  it  is  true,  but  one 
to  look  after  his  farm,  another  to  his  mer¬ 
chandize;  and  their  Christian  activity,  if 
they  ever  had  any,  they  lay  aside  for 
awhile,  as  a  man  lays  off  his  coat  while 
engaged  in  some  work  that  may  soil  it,  or 
in  which  it  encumbers  him.  We  have 
learned  almost  to  expect  this  of  men  jj 

coming  West;  but  sad  as  it  is, it  is  sadder 
to  see  women,  whose  names  have  been  on 
the  church-rolls  ever  since  childhood,  per¬ 
haps,  as  professed  followers  of  Jesus,  thus 
ready  to  make  excuse  when  called  upon 
actively  to  engage  in  his  service. 

I  sat  wondering  what  idea  these  church 
members  had  of  a  Christian  life,  or  their 
duties  as  church  members .  From  their 
own  conversation,  it  would  certainly  ap¬ 
pear  that  they  expected  to  be 

11 - carried  to  the  skies 

On  flowery  beds  of  ease.” 

Where  they  had  cushions. to  sit  upon, 
and  carpets  to  walk  on,  and  a  scientific 
choir  to  listen  to,  and  all  appliances  of 
wealth,  and  beauty,  and  elegance  around 
them,  why  they  were  very  content — in¬ 
deed,  found  it  quite  pleasant  to  be  planted 
in  the  garden  of  the  Lord  ;  but  when  they 
1  are  brought  face  to  face  with  the  hard 
work  of  breaking  up  the  ground,  planting 
the  seed,-  building  the  walls,  and  making 
paths  for  the  feet,  before  years  of  culti¬ 
vation  have  broken  the  clods  and  re- 
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moved  the  stones,  forsooth,  they  don't  feel 
at  home.  The  idea  of  going  to  work,  of 
doing  any  thing,  never  seems  to  enter 

’th  ir  heads. 

.  had  urged  upon  these  ladies  to  join 
"  4n  our  Sabbath-school  work.  They 
I,  c  He  one  Sabbath,  but  as  the  classes  all 
were  supplied  with  teachers  that  day,  and 
nornew  scholars  happened  to  be  brought 
irJ,’  they  never  came  back  to  Sabbath- 
school.  I  inquired  of  them  the  cause,  a 
short  time  afterward,  and  received  the  re¬ 
ply  that  no  scholars  were  given  them  to 
teach.  I  am  sure  my  face  flushed  as  I 
replied: — “The  streets  and  alleys  around 
your  doors  are  thickly  dotted  with  chil¬ 
dren,  who  go  no  where  to  Sabbath-school ; 
it  was  our  hope  that  you  would  gather  up 
a  class  of  these,  and  bring  them  to  the 
school.”  Mrs.  Finley’s  countenance  ex- 
presed  great  disgust  as  she  replied  that 
“she  never  could  bear  to  teach  dirty  little 
street-children.  Back  East  she  had  a 
class  of  beautiful  little  girls,  all  of  them 
children  of  the  first  families.” 

I  often  see  in  our  religious  papers  re¬ 
ference  to  the  necessity  of  planting  our 
Church  in  different  places,  in  order  to 
look  after  our  own  members  who  may 
have  moved  thither.  It  is  our  experience, 
'  after  five  years  of  labour  in  the  Home 
Mission  field,  that  Presbyterians  who  don't 
look  up  the  Church ,  are  not. worth  looking 
.  after,  except  so  far  as  they  may  be  re- 
j  garded  as  sinners  in  need  of  salvation. 
True,  these  mission  churches,  in  order  to 
become  self-sustaining,  need  every  mem¬ 
ber  that  can  be  gathered,  and  too  often 
this  leads  to  more  anxiety  for  gathering 
in  respectable  or  wealthy  families  than 
the  lost  and  ignorant;  but  missionaries 
are  fast  learning  that  the  time  and  energy 
expended  in  coaxing  back  into  the  fold  a 
reluctant  sheep,  had  far  better  be  directed 
to  bringing  in  some  poor  lost  one  that  has 
•never  known  the  care  of  the  Good  Shep¬ 


herd.  As  long  as  hard  work,  pecuniary 
sacrifice,  and  personal  inconvenience  are 
to  be  encountered,  professors  of  this  stamp 
will  stand  aloof,  or  touch  the  burdens  so 
gingerly ,  that  if  they  see  the  least  sign  of 
a  heavy  lift  dn  prospect,  they  can  let  go, 
step  back,  and  merely  look  on.  Then, 
again,  society  in  the  West  places  no  value 
on  church  membership,  and  this  fact  is 

•  v-  -  -  •  “  ’  .  . 
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not  without  great  wTeight  with  those  whose  j 
love  has  waxed  cold.  It  is,  in  most  places, 
just  as  respectable  to  give  dinners,  or  go 
carriage-riding  upon  the  Sabbath,  as  it  is 
to  attend  upon  the  sanctuary.  And  how 
ready  are  such  backsliders,  when  asked 
of  the  state  of  the  church,  to  reply: — “0, 
it  is  in  a  weak,  miserable  condition — no 
interest — deeply  in  debt — poor  music — 
small  audiences — dull  Sabbath-sch  ol — 
nothing  at  all  attractive  !” 

But,  although  this  is  a  fair  representa¬ 
tion -of  many  who  come  to  us  from  JM?t- 
ern  churches,  God  be  thanked,  we  do 
sometimes  meet  with  those  of  a  different 
stamp.  An  accomplished  young  lady,  a 
fine  musician,  brought  her  letter  from  an 
Eastern  church  to  a  weak  and  struggling 
mission  church  in  a  town  near  us.  The  first 
Sabbath  found  her  at  the  Sabbath-school. 
Alas !  it  consisted  of  but  one  class,  taught 
by  an  old  gentleman.  He  told  her  hat 
he  had  long  laboured  to  keep  m  he 
school,  but  as  they  had  no  one  to  sir  .  no 
singing-books,  no  library,  and  no  regular 
teachers,  he  was  about  to  give  up  in  de¬ 
spair.  She  at  once  volunteered  to  leach 
ail  children  to  sing  who  would  a  Tend 
Sabbath-school.  This  drew  them  av  Hind 
her  rapidly ;  a  class  formed  by  her  very 
soon  was  large  enough  for  two ;  thee  he 
sought  and  found  other  young  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  who,  under  her  leaders!  ip, 
were  willing  to  become  teachers.  At  the 
end  of  eighteen  months,  that  Sabbath- 
school  numbered  one  hundred  scholars, 
with  ten  good  teachers  and  an  efficient 
superintendent,  and  yet  she  who  has  in 
the  hands  of  God  done  this  work,  is  but  a 
young  girl,  with  the  love  of  Christ  in  her 
heart. 

Another  instance  I  know.  A  noble, 
well-educated,  young  man  came  West, 
bringing  in  his  hand  his  church  letter,  and 
in  his  heart  a  desire  to  work  for  Christ, 
and  aid  in  upbuilding  his  Church.  He 
found  the  pastor  of  the  church  acting, 
also,  in  the  capacity  of  sexton,  sweeping 
the  church,  lighting  the  fires,  and  cleaning 
the  lamps.  “Why  not  hire  a  sexton?” 
To  hire  a  sexton  would  cost  one  hundred 
dollars  a  year,  and,  as  the  congregation 
with  difficulty  raised  three  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  towards  the  pastor’s  salary,  it  would 
be  considered  impossible  to  raise  this  in 
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addition.  None  of  the  male  members  of 
the  church  would  attend  to  the  matter. 
Should  the  pastor,  therefore,  resign  his 
charge?  Nay!  he  laboured  on  until  this  J 
young  man  came,  when,  seeing  the  state  of 
affairs,  he  immediately  assumed  the  hum¬ 
ble  yet  important  service.  It  took  a  heavy 
burden  off  the  pastor’s  shoulders.  Often, 
on  a  Saturday  evening,  have  I  seen  him 
cheerfully  sweeping  and  dusting  the 
church,  and  I  have  thought  of  the  words 
of -Christ:— “He  that  is  greatest  among 
you,  shall  be  your  servant.’ 

To  return  to  Mrs.  Newton  and  Mrs. 
Finley ;  subsequent  observation  has  con¬ 
vinced  me  that  it  is  very  unlikely  that 
they  will  hand  their  letters  in  to  our 
church.  Another  denomination  has  a 
church  that  is  finished,  and  has  a  carpet 
on  the  floors,  and  a  quartette  choir,  and 
these  ladies  express  a  decided  preference 
for  this  state  of  things.  Next  Sabbath  is 
our  communion,  and  if  they  are  present, 

I  doubt  not  all  that  is  necessary  to  com¬ 
plete  their  disgust,  will  be  to  seethe  little 
delf  pitcher  that  holds  the  wine,  the  plain 
glass  goblets,  and  the  little  delf  plates, 
for  distributing  the  sacred  emblems.  _  A 
good  lady  in  Philadelphia  once  promised 
to  give  us  a  communion  service,  as  soon 
as  our  church  was  built,  but  that  was 
three  years  ago,  and,  I  doubt  not,  she  has 
forgotten  all  about  it.  But  then,  until 
the  stoves  are  paid  for,  and  we  get  mat¬ 
ting  for  the  floors,  and  have  a  fence 
around  the  church,  and  some  more  books 
in  the  Sabbath-school  library,  we,  who 
have  borne  the  burden  and  heat  of  the 
day,  will  be  well  content  with  our  plain 
little  communion  service. 


LETTER  FROM  MINNESOTA. 

[CORRESPONDENCE  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN.] 

r.w.nm 

Messrs.  Editors — At  the  request  of  a 
highly  esteemed  Philadelphia  pastor,  I 
write  you  my  impressions  of  missionary 
life  in  the  North-west.  I  should  have 
been  glad  if  this  duty  had  been  assigned 
to  one  of  more  experience,  and  longer 
acquaintance  with  the  subject,  but  I 
will  do  what  I  can. 

Our  churches  in  the  East  know  com¬ 


paratively  little  of  the  hardships  endured 
by  toiling  missionaries  along  these  wes¬ 
tern  frontiers.  I  heard  a  foreign  mis¬ 
sionary  say  that  if  he  were  to  consult 
personal  comfort,  he  would  far  rather 
go  back  to  China  than  labour  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary  in  the  West.  It  is  unquestion-  < 
ably  the  fact  that  our  foreign  mission- 
aries  are  better  provided  for  than  the  j 
men  who  are  laying  the  foundations  of 
the  Church  in  these  Western  States. 

I  have  faith  enough  in  the  piety  and 
liberality  of  our  Eastern  churches  to 
believe  that  if  they  were  made  more 
fully  acquainted  with  the  sufferings  of  do¬ 
mestic  missionaries,  they  would  prompt- 
|  ly  relieve  them.  There  are  not  many 
so  unfeeling  and  illiberal  as  he  who, 
standing  on  the  marble  steps  which  led  j 
to  his  palatial  residence,  answered  an  ! 
appeal  in  behalf  of  a  needy  minister  in 
the  North-west  by  saying,  “These  do¬ 
mestic  missionaries  must  expect  to  en¬ 
dure  hardness,  and  their  complaints  are  i 
no  credit  to  their  piety.”  That  weal¬ 
thy  professor,  who  worships  in  a  costly 
sanctuary,  doles  out  a  mere  pittance 
annually  for  the  support  of  home  mis-, 
sions,  practically  forgetting  the  inspired 
word,  “Bear  ye  one  another’s  burdens, 
and  so  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ.” 

Take  a  few  cases  with  which  the 
1  writer  is  personally  acquainted.  A 
i  worthy  brother  was  commissioned  to 
labour  in  an  important  town?  i«  j 

our  Western  States.  Situated  on  a 
railroad,  in  the  centre  of  a  rich  agricui-  j 
turai  district,  it  promised  to  be  a  c Ay 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  ana  it 
was  deemed  desirable  to  establish  a 
I  Presbyterian  church  in  that  growing 
community.  Impressed  with  the  mi 
portance  of  the  field,  the  young  mission- 
|  ary  girded  himself  for  the  woik.  -  e 
gathered  a  few  Presbyterian  families, 

I  and  laboured  with  earnestness  to  extend 
the  Church,  and  cheek  the  tide  of  mti- 
delity  which  threatened  to  sweep  every 
thing  before  it.  The  Board  appropria¬ 
ted  all  it  could,  and  the  little  flock  mane 
great  sacrifices  to  supplement  an  msuf- 


ficient  support.  I  am  not  at  liberty  to 
detail  the  protracted  sufferings  of  that 
brother,  but  I  question  whether  there  is 
a  porter  in  the  employ  of  any  respecta¬ 
ble  city  merchant  who  is  so  poorly  com¬ 
pensated,  pecuniarily,  and  suffers  so 
much  for  the  common  necessaries  of 
life. 

Another  of  our  missionaries  is  living 
in  a  small  and  badly  constructed  house, 
which  does  not  furnish  sufficient  protec¬ 
tion  from  the  cold  of  a  long  and  severe 
winter,  and  walks  every  alternate  Sab¬ 
bath  not  less,  I  think,  than  ten  miles,  to 
preach  to  small  congregations,  which 
would  otherwise  be  deprived  of  the 
bread  of  life.  This  minister  is  a  man 
of  superior  talents ;  as  a  presbyter,  pas¬ 
tor,  and  preacher,  excelled  by  but  few, 
and  yet  he  lives  in  circumstances  of 
great  discomfort,  suffering  uncomplain¬ 
ingly,  receiving  the  crumbs  which  fall 
from  the  tables  of  wealth. 

Take  a  chapter  in  the  life  of  a  third. 
He  set  up  the  standard  of  Presbyterian¬ 
ism  in  the  midst  of  abounding  iniquity 
and  error.  He  preaches  twice  every 
Sabbath,  and  often  on  Saturday  night; 
superintends  three  Sabbath  schools, 
teaches  a  Bible  class,  collects  the  peo¬ 
ple  once  a  week  to  teach  them  the  rudi¬ 
ments  of  vocal  music,  performs  pastoral 
labours  which  few  would  undertake, 
and  within  the  last  year  spent  three 
months  of  almost  constant  work  on  t.W 
church  building  which  now  shelters  one 
of  his  little  but  growing  congregations. 
The  people  whom  he  serves  are  few  and 
poor.  One  of  the  ruling  elders  lives  in 
a  mere  hut,  made  of  rails  and  thatched 
with  straw.  The  minister  himself,  who 
has  a  wife  and  four  children,  rented  a 
small  log-house  sixteen  feet  square. 
The  loft,  which  was  reached  by  means 
of  a  ladder,  and  so  low  that  a  man 
could  not  stand  erect  in  it,  was  used  as 
a  chamber.  The  cold  winds  penetrated 
the  crevices  in  the  wall,  and  the  snow, 
drifting  through  the  roof,  often  covered  ! 
the  beds  to  the  depth  of  two  inches  in 


a  single  night.  Though  a  somewnat 
inoio  comfortable  house  has  recently 
|  keen  secured,  this  pastor  is  still  in  great 
need.  He  is  so  poorly  clad  that  he  is 
reluctant,  to  go  from  home.  The  chil- 
!  Iren  are  insufficiently  clothed  ;  the  fami¬ 
ly  have  lived  without  meat  for  three 
months  at  a  time,  and  for  three  years 
have  rarely  drank  any  thing  but  water. 
Then  let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  this 
brother  is  the  representative  of  the 
great  and  wealthy  Presbyterian  Church, 
labouring  under  the  commission  of  the  ! 
Board  of  Domestic  Missions;  a  man  of  I 
respectable  talents  and  great  earnest-  ! 
ness,  much  beloved  by  his  people,  re- 
spected  by  the  men  of  the  world,  and  | 
better  suited  for  the  field  in  which  he  is  j 
wearing  out  his  life  than  any  minister  I 
in  all  the  range  of  my  acquaintance. 

A  pastor  who  is  unable  to  buy  a 
horse,  and  too  poor  to  keep  a  horse  it! 
one  were  gratuitously  provided,  walked 
over  two  thousand  miles  during  the 
last  year  to  preach  Jesus  to  the  perish¬ 
ing;  a  worthy  minister,  who  might  have 
graced  a  city  pulpit,  has  bought  no 
books  for  half  a  decade ;  scores  of  ou 
missionaries  have  not  seen  the  Prince\ ! 
ton  Review  since  they  began  their  self- 
denying  work;  and  a  godly  minister, 
sixty-two  years  of  age,  walked  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  miles  to  attend 
a  meeting  of  St.  Paul’s  Presbytery,  held 
less  than  a  month  ago. 

Though  I  plead  not  for  my  adopted 
State  alone,  I  may  say  in  connection 
with  this,  that  there  is  but  one  self-sus¬ 
taining  Presbyterian  church  (Old-school) 
in  all  Minnesota.  Here  is  a  great  mis¬ 
sionary  field.  It  is  an  important  one. 
We  may  not,  must  not  relinquish  these 
beautiful  prairies  to  IJniversalism,  Spi¬ 
ritualism,  Infidelity.  God  has  devolved 
solemn  responsibilities  upon  the  Church. 
May  they  be  promptly  met.  And  as  an 
opportunity  will  be  given  to  our  church¬ 
es,  on  next  Sabbath  or  soon  thereafter, 
to  contribute  to  the  Board  of  Domestic 
Missions,  let  me  plead  with  God’s  peo¬ 
ple  to  give  more,  far  more  than  hereto- 


fore,  to  a  cause  which  appeals  with  so 
much  earnestness  and  tenderness  to 
every  pious  heart- — to  every  generous 
feeling  of  our  common  humanity.  And 
as  from  their  comfortable  homes  and 
pleasant  sanctuaries  in  the  East,  dear 
Christian  friends,  through  the  medium 
of  this  or  any  other  communication, 
look  upon  the  weary,  worn,  and  suffer¬ 
ing  missionaries  on  these  broad  fields 
near  the  setting  sun,  let  them  contribute 
as  God  has  prospered  them,  remember¬ 
ing  the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  how 
he  said,  “  It  is  more  blessed  to  give 
than  to  receive.”  Itasca. 


There  are  in  our  Church  hundreds  of 
godly,  faithful,  and  heroic  pastors,  who" 
h'ave  gone  through  this  cold  winter,  thus 
£ar,  without  any  such  offerings  from  their 
congregations — and  this,  too,  when  their 
.  salaries  barely  keep  them  and  their  fami-  , 
lies  from  starvation,  and  are  not  sufficient 
to  prevent  want  and  suffering.  How  is 
it,  reader,  with  your  pastor?  Is  he  kept 
“free  from  worldly  cares,”  as  you  sol¬ 
emnly  promised  him  he  should  be?  Or 
is  his  time — time  which  he  should  be 
able  to  give  to  the  preparation  of  beaten 
oil  for  the  sanctuary— necessarily  con¬ 
sumed  in  devising  expedients  for  keeping 
the  gaunt  wolf  of  famine  from  his  door? 

Do  you  complain  that  his  sermons  are 
“stale,  flat,  and  unprofitable?”  If  so, 
suppose  you  try  to  prepare  sermons  in  his 
circumstances.  Or  suppose  ycm  do  what 
>  is  far  better— see  wbat  effect  \yill  be  pro¬ 
duced  on  his  sermofls1  LDy  a  plentiful  in¬ 
fusion  of  “greenbacks”  into  his  pockets. 
You  will  be  delighted  with  the  result  of 
the  experiment,  if  you  will  but  make  it. 

1  missions. 

Messrs.  Editors— The  recent  appeal  made 
by  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  to  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  view  of  its  pres¬ 
ent  circumstances  of  financial  embar¬ 
rassment,  has,  I  trust,  made  a  deep  im¬ 
pression  upon  the  minds  of  all  who  feel 
interested  in  the  great  work  it  has  in 
view.  The  depleted  state  of  its  trea¬ 
sury  is  certainly  a  subject  of  grave  ap¬ 
prehension,  and  our  people  ought  to  come 


promptly  to  its  rescue  in  this  the  time 
of  its  extremity.  As  a  frontier  mission¬ 
ary  myself,  and  in  behalf  of  my  breth¬ 
ren  engaged  in  this  pioneer  work,  per¬ 
mit  me,  through  your  columns,  to  make 
some  statements  in  reference  to  the  mag¬ 
nitude  and  pressing  demands  of  the 
work  in  which  we  are  engaged,  with  par¬ 
ticular  reference  to  the  section  of  country 
in  which  I  am  at  present  labouring.  I 
am  located  in  a  most  interesting  field  in 
the  new  and  growing  State  of  Minne¬ 
sota.  My  sphere  of  labour  lies  wTest  of 
what  is  known  as  the  “Big  Woods,”  an 
immense  belt  of  timber  stretching  north 
and  south,  parallel  with  the  Mississippi 
river.  My  only  fellow-labourer  of  our 
connection  in  this  large  tract  of  country 

is  brother  Id - ,  of  Greenleaf,  who  has 

been  labouring  in  that  vicinity  very 
faithfully  and  successfully  for  about  a 
year.  I  am  the  only  resident  preacher 
of  any  denomination  in  the  large  and 
promising  county  of  Monongalia.  Other 
denominations  are  as  yet  but  feebly 
represented  by  their  ministry  through¬ 
out  this  whole  section  of  country.  And 
while  settlers  are  constantly  pouring  in 
with  astonishing  rapidity,  there  are  but 
few  to  look  after  their  spiritual  wants. 
“  The  harvest  truly  is  plenteous,  but  the 
labourers  are  few.”  ,a 

In  company  with  brother  Wm^-^-.  a 
Princeton  classmate,  who  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  for  several  months  past  in  the 
Sabbath-school  work  in  this  State,  we 
made  an  extended  missionary  tour  through 
two  or  three  of  the  counties  in  this  part 
of  the  State,  visiting,  in  the  course  of 
our  journey,  over  one  hundred  families, 
engaging  in  religious  conversation,  and 
leaving  tracts  wherever  practicable,  and 
holding  religious  services  in  seven  or 
eight  different  places.  As  the  result  of 
observations  made  during  this  journey, 
my  eyes  were  opened  to  the  greatness  of 
the  moral  and  spiritual  destitution  that 
was  every  where  prevalent,  and  to  the 
pressing  demand  there  is  for  faithful 
systematic  effort  in  the  work  of  evan¬ 
gelizing  the  country.  We  found  not 
merely  isolated  settlers,  living  on  their 
homesteads,  utterly  destitute  of  the 
preached  word,  oftentimes  with  large 
families  of  children  growing  up  about 
them,  in  utter  ignorance  of  the  Sabbath- 
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scnooi  and  the  ordinances  of  God’s  house, 
but  also  new  and  growing  settlements,  the 
nuclei  cf  future  towns  and  cities,  where 
for  months,  and  even  years,  the  sound  of 
the  gospel,  through  its  accredited  ambas¬ 
sadors,  had  not  been  heard.  I  might 
speak  of  one  place  in  particular,  a  village 
of  some  promise,  situated  on  the  prairie, 
near  the  edge  of  the  “Big  Woods,”  pros¬ 
perous  as  to  its  material  interests,  -with 
its  mills  and  stores,  doing  a  good  busi¬ 
ness,  the  people  living  in  comfortable, 
and  even  handsome  dwellings,  and  yet 
they  have  been  without  religious  ser¬ 
vices  of  any  kind  for  the  last  four  or  five 
months.  But  what  pained  us  most  of  all, 
was  the  almost  total  indifference  as  to  the 
subject  of  religion  exhibited  in  the  great 
majority  of  families  we  visited  in  the 
course  of  our  journey,  plainly  showing 
that  they  had  become  sadly  habituated 
to  this  state  of  things,  and  thus  stood 
still  more  in  need  of  the  labours  of  some 
zealous  servant  of  God. 

Instead  of  but  two  missionaries  of  our 
Church,  twice  or  three  times  that  number 
could  labour  to  advantage  in  this  large 
and  promising  field,  yet  in  the  present 
state  of  the  funds  of  the  Board,  it  seems  a 
matter  of  doubt  whether  even  these  two 
can  look  for  much  aid  from  that  quarter 
at  present.  The  Board,  however,  is  but 
o?ie  of  God’s  instrumentalities — though,  -it 
is  true,  an  important  one — for  carrying 
on  the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged, 
and  we  will  labour  on  as  long  as  we 
believe  we  are  in  the  Lord’s  work,  and 
look  to  him  for  our  support. 

In  view  of  the  magnitude  of  the  work  J 
out  here,  the  brother  whom  I  mentioned 
as  my  travelling  companion  in  our  mis¬ 
sionary  tour,  though  having  the  foreign 
field  in  view,  and  expecting  to  sail  for 
India  next  spring  or  summer,  is  yet  will¬ 
ing  to  spend  a  few  months  wTith  us,  and 
brave  the  inclemencies  of  a  Minnesota 
winter,  for  the  sake  of  carrying  the  gos¬ 
pel  to  the  destitute  masses  about  us.  He 
hardly  dare  look  for  a  commission  from 
the  Board  in  the  present  state  of  its 
finances,  yet  at  the  same  time  desires 
some  guarantee  of  a  support  for  the  time 
he  labours  with  us.  If  he  joins  us  this 
fall,  or  early  in  the  winter,  we  shall  be 
able,  by  our  joint  efforts,  to  seize  for  our 
Church  some  most  interesting  points,  and 


at  tne  same  time  do  a  great  missionary 
work  over  a  large  section  of  country, 
which  will,  in  the  long  run,  tell  most 
effectively  for  the  cause  of  Old-school 
Presbyterianism  in  this  State. 

I  present  these  statements  that  our 
Church  may  form  some  idea  of  what  her 
home  missionaries  are  doing,  and  the 
importance  of  yielding  them  a  hearty 
support.  As  to  our  own  privations,  and 
personal  discomforts  and  inconveniences, 

I  say  nothing — they  are  part  of  our 
work.  The  faithful  servant  of  Christ  has 
to  meet  them  every  where,  in  some  shape 
or  another.  Our  greatest  trial  is  to  see 
our  work  suffer,  and  suffer  it  will,  if  the 
Board  of  Domestic  Missions,  the  great  j 
instrument  of^ our  Church  in  God’s  hand 

7  A  Box  Received. 

We  make  the  following  extract  from  a  • 
letter  received  at  the  office  of  the  Board 
-of  Missions : 

We  are  still  in  health — still  at  work— 
^stiil  encouraged,  although  Satan  rages, 
and  the  love  of  some  waxes  cold.  The 
promise,  “Lo!  I  am  with  you  alway,” 
•A;c.,  is,  of  course,  cheering  to  all  God’s 
people,  especially  so,  as  it  seems  to  me, 
do  those  who  labour  under  difficulties,  j 
To  know  that  “God  is  for  us,”  and  has 
said  he  “will  never  leave  us,”  is  enough, 
surely,  to  encourage  under  any  circum¬ 
stances. 

By  this  introduction,  it  is  not  intended 
•to  intimate  that  any  thing  of  a  peculiarly 
discouraging  nature  has  occurred  since 
my  last.  The  reverse  of  this,  indeed,  is 
the  fact.  Two  things  especially  have 
cheered  and  comforted  us  since  that  time. 
First.  As  to  temporal  things,  “the  Box” 
previously  promised  by  our  kind  and  dear 
friends  of  the  Arch  street  church,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  proved  a  help  indeed.  I  believe 
you  told  me  once,  at  Indianapolis,  that 
you  once  had  spme  experience  on  mission-  ' 
ary  ground.  Did  you  ever  receive  a  box  f 
If  not,  your  missionary  enjoyment  was 
never  complete.  You  have  need  to  see 
the  express  wagon  drive  up  to  your  door, 
with  a  huge  merchant’s  box  marked  with 
your  own  name,  help  lift  it  out,  and  roll 
it  up  the  steps  into  the  house,  and  then 
see  how  long  you  want  to  wait,  before 
you  hunt  up  the  hatchet,  and  commence 
the  business  of  drawing  nails  and  prying 
off  boards. 


!  the  wife  and  children  are  standing 
by>  it  is  difficult  to  suppress  all  conversa¬ 
tion;  and  at  our  house  it  has  not  always 
been  attempted!  It  has  been  usually 
considered  to  be  a  time  when  the  great 
principle  of  “freedom  of  speech”  ought  to 
be  indulged.  Transgressions  would  be 
likely  to  be  numerous,  were  laws  at  such 
a  moment  too  stringent  !  But  I  need  not 
enlarge.  The  box  came,  full  of  just  the 
things  we  needed,  and  our  hearts  were 
cheered,  and  rendered  thankful.  I  know 
not  how  we  should  have  managed  to  get 
along  without  the  aids  that  have  come  in 
that  shape.  But  so  He  whose  promises 
never  fail  has,  by  the  hands  of  his  people, 
provided  for  us.  Blessed  be  his  name 
for  ever.  With  the  exception  of  slight 
ailments,  He  has  also  kept  us  in  health 
and  strength  sufficient  for  our  work.  I 
have  not  lost  a  Sabbath,  nor  a  day,  since 
writing  you  before. 

We  have  been  able  also  to  finish  a 
small  room  in  the  basement  of  the  church 
for  prayer-meetings  and  teachers’  meet¬ 
ings,  which  is  a  great  convenience,  and 
saved  some  expense  in  warming.  It  cost 
about  $115,  and  is  nearly  paid  for.  We 
have  also  added  some  sixty  volumes  to 
'the  Sabbath-school  library*.  The  school 
is  increasing. 

Second.  The  second  item  of  encourage¬ 
ment  is  in  the  fact  that  three  persons 
hope  they  have  recently  found  life  in 
Christ,  and  eight  on  profession  and  by 
letter  were  received  to  communion  into 
idle  church  on  the  last  Sabbath.  Three 
others  (two  by  letter,  and  one  on  profes¬ 
sion,)  should  have  come  with  these.;  and 
will  come,  we  expect,  very  soon.  All 
these  but  one  were  females;  and  although 
they  add  not  much  to  the  pecuniary  abil¬ 
ity  of  the  church,  yet  they  do  add  to  the 
number  of  its  praying  ones,  and  to  its 
moral  influence  in  the  place;  and  for  this 
we  “thank  God,  and  take  courage.” 

i 

Rochester,  Minn.,  July,  1868. 

Messrs.  Editors — Will  you  please  insert 
in  the  column  of  “Work  of  Our  Church” 
the  following  letter  received  from  a  mis¬ 
sionary,  in  response  to  some  money  sent 
him  by  Eastern  Christians.  It  may  serve 
to  awaken  the  Church  to  the  fact  that  the 
treasury  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Mis¬ 
sions  is  empty,  and  in  consequence  there¬ 
of  the  missionaries  are  suffering.  S.  J. 


“  My  Dear  Brother— Your  favour  came 
to  hand  yesterday,  and  was  most  grate¬ 
fully  received.  Such  was  my  necessity 
!  that  it  was  not  twenty  minutes  until  it 
was  hegotiated  in  bank,  and  was,  in  part, 
expended  for  the  necessaries  of  the  table. 

“I  cannot  tell  you  how  thankful  I  feel. 
It  found  me  perplexed  beyond  measure, 
as  I  was  trying  to  find  for  the  third  time 
some  way  of  trying  to  provide  food  for 
my  family,  and  when  I  went  to  the  post 
office  and  found  your  remittance,  it  seem¬ 
ed  like  a  rebuke  for  my  want  of  faith. 
If  it  had  come  by  the  ‘Raven  line,’  it 
would  not  have  seemed  more  timely. 

“  I  am  thankful  both  to  those  friends 


who  have  contributed  the  money,  and  to 
you  as  their  almoner.  If  they  knew  the 
anxiety  sometimes  felt  by  those  in  strait¬ 
ened  case,  and  the  relief  they  experience, 
they  would  better  understand  the  grate¬ 
ful  appreciation  of  their  grace. 

“Will  you  please  convey  my  thanks  to 
those  friends  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for 
this  help.  And  these  thanks  are  ail  the 
more  earnest  in  view  of  the  prospect  that 
the  treasury  of  the  Board  of  Domestic 
Missions  is  empty,  and  likely  to  fail,  for 
some  time  to  come,  to  meet  not  only  my  , 
necessities,  but  that  of  many  others,  who 
no  doubt  are  equally  straitened.  I  do 
not  understand  just  how  our  missionaries 
are  going  to  survive  the  crisis.  Their 
churches  cannot  support  them,  for  many 
of  them  are  in  effect  without  churches  * 
yet.  But  the  Lord  will  be  our  helper  in 
this  as  in  every  emergency. 

uW“  Yours  in  the  Gospel.” 

^  rr  (yh  Sftvy ,  I 


The  Ladies’  Work. 


Rochester,  Minn.,  Jan.  30,  1868. 

Messrs.  Editors— The  noble  service 
rendered  by  the  ladies  of  our  Eastern 
churches,  in  clothing  and  warming  our 
^missionaries  in  this  part  of  the  Mission 
.q eld,  the  present  winter,  demands  from 
>:us  a  public  acknowledgment.  Permit  me, 
-therefore,  through  the  columns  of  the 
Presbyterian ,  on  behalf  of  these  servants 
r  ’ o f  the  Lord  on  this  frontier,  to  return  to 
•those  “helpers  in  Christ,”  who  have 
^bestowed  so  much  labour  on  us,  our 
/Shear t felt  thanks. 


They  have 


sent 


forth  to  his  work. 


■Li- 


^  a 
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..qutckenea  ana  screngtneiieir,  many  a  ser¬ 
vant  of  Christ,  and  lifted  burdens  from 
the  heart  of  his  wife,  and  spread  an  air  of 
cheerfulness  and  comfort  over  homes, 
which  otherwise  would  have  been  dreary 
;-and  comfortless.  “Inasmuch  as  ye  have 
-done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these,  my 
'brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me,” 

When  the  provision  now  being  made 
ofor  the  few  remaining  cases  shall  be  com- 
woleted,  we  will  feel  no  immediate  want 
'which  clothing  can  supply.  Our  great 
•.want  now  is,  a  replenished  treasury  at 
Philadelphia,  to  help  feed  our  mission- 
.aries,  and  retain  them  on  the  ground  al¬ 
ready  occupied,  and  call  others  in  to  the 
"'“help  of  the  Lord.”  “The  harvest  truly  is 
.  great,”  but  the  “  labourers  are  few” — not 
for  the  want  of  self-denying  men,  ready  to 
center  into  the  harvest,  but  the  means  to 
".sustain  them. 

May  the  Lord  open  our  eyes  to  see  the 
•t magnitude t  the  pressing  wants,  and  the 
encouragements  of  this -great  harvest. 

D.  C.  Lyon-, 

District  Missionary  fpr  Minnesota, 
Missionary  Boxes — A  Pleasant  Experience. — 
Messrs.  Editors:  In  your  issue  of  Nov.  3d  a 
Home  missionary  draws  a  very  painful  pic¬ 
ture  of  the  contents  of  a  box  which  lie  had 
received,  and  very  properly  suggests  the 
remedy  for  such  evils,  in  the  procuring  of  a 
list  of  the  members  of  the  family,  their  sexes, 
ages,  sizes,  &c.  Allow  me  to  give  you  our 
experience,  as  illustrating  the  value  of  that 
plan,  which  no  doubt  will  revive  the  hopes 
of  the  desponding  recipient  of  that  box  of 
ill-fitting,  old-fashioned  garments. 

In  October,  1863,  a  letter  found  its  way 
to  the  parsonage  of  a  mountain  village, 
where  the  pastor,  with  his  wife  and  six  little 
children,  was  endeavoring  to  eke  out  his  liv¬ 
ing  on  a  salary  of  $500.  This  letter  re¬ 
quested  just  such  a  list,  and  with  no  small 
degree  of  delight,  heights  were  taken,  arms 
measured,  waists  and  wrists  noted  down  to 
the  exact  inch,  ages  and  names  given,  in 
fine,  everything  was  done  with  a  desire  to 
tell  the  whole  truth.  Four  months  passed 
on,  and  the  wife  and  mother,  with  “help” 
for  only  one  day  in  the  week,  was  almost  dis-« 
couraged.  The  letter,  perhaps,  had  never 
reached  the  Society  of  the  Fourteenth  Street 
Presbyterian  Church,  New  York,  Dr.  A.  D. 


Smith’s.  Perhaps  the  long  list  of  right  names 
had  terrified  them  in  these  days  of  factory, 
fifty  cents  per  yard.  But  at  last  the  box,  no 
barrel,  came.  It  came  late  one  Saturday  even¬ 
ing.  Every  child  was  asleep,  and  pastor  and 
wife  worked  most  eagerly  to  learn  its  con¬ 
tents.  What  a  treasure  it  proved  to  be  ! 
Each  member  of  the  family  had  his  and  her 
own  appropriate  wardrobe,  and  the  twins, 
boy  and  girl,  had  everything  made  to  match. 
The  little  “  five-year  old  boy  ”  marched  up 
and  down  the  room,  the  next  day,  with  his 
pocketed  hands,  in  infinite  delight  at  his  fine, 
fitting  suit  of  jacket  and  pants.  He  was 
suited:  There  was  not  a  dress  “a  full  head 
too  long  ”  to  be  found.  The  longer  days 
were  coming,  and  the  warmer,  so  we  could 
hardly  realize  what  a  blessing  had  befallen 
us  until  this  Fall.  As  the  cold  days  crept 
on,  and  prices  still  augmenting,  the  Winter 
wardrobe  must  be  prepared  for  each  one. 
Shirts  new,  and  that  fit  too,  lie,  with  their 
glistening  bosoms,  in  the  minister’s  drawer, 
while  in  the  drawers  above  are  flannel  and 
canton  flannel  undergarments,  fitting,  warm, 
and  new,  for  the  children,  trophies  of  that 
noble  Society’s  labors  of  love.  Scarcely  a 
department  under  the  reign  of  the  house¬ 
hold  needle,  but  bears  testimony  to  the  good 
sense  and  kindness  of  those  donors. 

Such  has  been  our  experience,  and  it  will 
be  many  a  month  before  we  shall  cease  to  be 
reminded  of  our  obligations.  May  many  a 
missionary’s  hearthstone  gather  around  it 
as  joyful  and  grateful  a  circle  as  does  ours, 
and  many  another  church  go  and  do  as  did 

the  Fourteenth  Street  Presbyterian  Church, 
of  New  lTork. 

n  /.,/<  Ho3ie  Missionary’s  Wife. 

Note  from  a  Pastor’s  Wife. — We  have  most  of 
us  when  children  read  and  wondered  over 
stories  of  fairies  with  their  magic  wands, 
who  granted  gifts  to  the  favored  ones.  And 
we  have  wished  that  those  same  fairies  might 
exist  in  our  own  days,  when  machinery,  and 
man’s  many  inventions,  and  the  desolations 
and  sad  realities  of  war  banish  the  pleasing 
visions  of  fairyland. 

Notwithstanding  the  sober  realities  of  life, 
however/ 1  myself  am  willing  to  certify  to 
the  incredulous  that  these  beautiful  creatures 


\ 


!  of  the  imagination  do  still  exist  and  visit  the 
habitations  of  mankind.  For  as  I  sat  the 
other  day,  musing  upon  the  times,  there 
appeared  before  me  a  fairy  whose  size  and 
appearance  I  shall  not  attempt  to  describe. 

‘Mortal  of  earth,’  she  said,  ‘what  are  thy 
wants  ?  Speak  but  the  words  and  it  shall  be 
granted  to  the  uttermost.  ’ 

Being  too  modest  to  mehtion  them  of  my¬ 
self,  this  fairy  commenced  questioning  con¬ 
cerning  my  own  and  the  wants  of  each  mem¬ 
ber  of  my  household.  When  her  list  had 
attained  quite  a  formidable  size,  the  fairy 
still  continued, 

‘Is  there  nothing  more  ?  ’ 

Being  assured  that  my  desires  would  be 
satisfied,  she  disappeared. 

On  the  morrow,  having  called  a  council  of 
the  fairies,  who  had  placed  all  things  in  the 
realm  at  my  disposal,  sure  enough  the  desir¬ 
ed  articles  began  to  appear.  Bundle  follow¬ 
ed  bundle,  package  after  package  were 
opened  and  admired.  There  "were  dress 
goods,  aprons  for  children,  under  garments 
of  all  descriptions,  caps,  boots,  shoes,  stock¬ 
ings,  &c.,  besides  some  of  that  which  when 
well  used  brings  many  comforts,  but  an  in¬ 
ordinate  love  of  which  is  “the  root  of  all 
evil.” 

At  tea-time  these  same  visitants  sat  down 


to  a  meal  prepared  by  themselves,  which 

bespoke  a  relish  for  the  good  things  of  this 
world.  At  a  suitable  hour  these  goodly  vis¬ 
itors  dispersed,  leaving  me  a  firm  believer  in 
fairies,  and  wishing  that  other  parishes 
might  find  equally  pleasant  ways  of  adding 
to  salaries  which  are  rendered  inefficient  by 
the  present  high  prices  ;  and  that  the  prom¬ 
ise  might  be  fulfilled  in  each  case  that  “  giv¬ 
ing  doth  not  impoverish,  neither  doth  with¬ 
holding  enrich.  ”  A  Pastok’s  Wive. 

Mt.  Morris ,  Nov.  12th. 


A  laborious  and  faithful  missionary  in 
South-western  Missouri  writes  to.  me 
words  so  “fitly  spoken,”  that  I  transcribe 
them  for  your  readers. 

“Your  remarks  about  leaning  on  the 
Board  (of  Domestic  Missions,)  instead  of 
the  arm  of  Him  whose  we  are,  and  whom 
we  serve,  are  in  place.  I  know  the  faith¬ 


ful  missionary  is  worthy  of  his  hire.  But 
will  he  not  receive  it?  Is  there  not  a 
promise  to  encourage  him  to  expect  it? 
Before  there  was  any  Board  of  Domestic 
,  Missions,  our  Presbyterian  fathers  crossed 
the  Alleghenies  to  plant  the  standard  of 
the  cross  in  new  and  unoccupied  regions, 
and  were  sustained.  He  .  who  sustained 
them  yet  lives.  And  shall  we  doubt  but 
that  he  will  provide  for  his  faithful  cross¬ 
bearers  who  go  forth  to  establish  his  cause 
among  the  pioneers  of  our  great  West? 

I  am  sorry  to  see  our  Church  in  the  East 
so  slow  to  awake  to  the  greatness  of  the 
work  to  be  done,  and  the  importance  of 
doing  that  work  speedily.  But  then  our 
ministerial  brethren  must  not  set  dowm, 
and  fold  their  hands  at  ease,  on  the  plea 
that,  because  the  Board  cannot  afford 
them  a  support,  they  will  not  heed  the 
Macedonian  cry,  ‘Send  us  the  preached 
word,’  which  now  com/es  from  all  the 
prairie  fields  of  the  North-west.  Such  - 

conduct  cannot  meet  the'  Masters  appro¬ 
bation,  nor  is  it  faithfulness*  to  our  ‘  march¬ 
ing  orders.  Calvin. 

the  Ken  oi  the  North.  N  '  v  it  is 

all  "his  “Yurescfue  and  promising  land, 

;  whose  resources  none  can  tell,  and  whose 
soil  in  time  will  afford  support  to  teem¬ 
ing  millions,  (for  the  State  of  Minnesota 
alone  is  as  large  as  all  New  Jnngland,) 
that  a  few  self-sacrificing  ministers  of  our 
Church  a  dozen  years  ago  entered  in  to 
possess,  with  faith  in  the  Master  who 
said,  “Lo,  I  am  with  you,  without  any 
invitations  from  the  people ;  nay,  in  many 
cases  in  direct  opposition  to  their  desires, 
who  were  unwilling  to  have  the  restraint 
placed  upon  them  which  the  exigence  of 
a  church  amongst  them  "would  produce; 
with  no  encouraging  promises  of  support, 
either  from  the"  Board  or  elsewhere,  in 
the  name  of  the  Master  they  entered  in 
to  claim  the  land,  for^Him.  It  wms  no¬ 
thing  but  faith  which  led  them  to  this 
step,  and  it  has  been  faitn  which  has 
given  them  all  their  success.  This  ha& 
been  the  source  of  all  their  power,  foi  it 
really  seems  in  this  case  that  tlie  kingdom 
is  to  be  subdued.  A  dozen  years  or  more 
have  passed  away,  and  instead  of  those 
few  hardy  and  devoted  pioneers,  we  now 
can  count  the  names  of  no  less  than  forty 
ministers  of  our  Church,  wno  are  success- 


fully  engaged  in  extending  the  'kingdom 
of  Jesus  in  the  bounds  of  the  Synod  of 
St.  Paul,  and  these  nearly  all  brought 
there  through  their  instrumentality,  for 
it  is  safe  to  say  that  Presbyterianism  had 
no  previous  foothold  upon  that  soil,  and 
that  the  people  who  were  found  there  ten 
years  ago  were  altogether  disinclined  to 
our  Church.  One  brother,  (we  are  in¬ 
formed.)  after  having  preached  to  a  com¬ 
munity  which  was  at  first  unwilling,  left 
them  in  possession  of  a  good  church  build¬ 
ing,  to  take  charge  of  another  church 
which  he  had  organised,  and  which  is 
now  the  source  of  great  good  to  the  coun¬ 
try  for  miles  around.  A  fine  church  edi¬ 
fice  and  parsonage,  and  a  flourishing 
seminary  in  connection  with  his  church, 
are  amongst  the  results  of  his  faithful 
labour  amongst  that  people.  He  has  al¬ 
ready  organized  nineteen  churches,  most 
of  which,  by  God’s  blessing,  under  the 
direction  of  faithful  pastors,  are  making 
inroads  upon  the  kingdom  of  darkness. 
He  hopes,  if  God  spares  his  life,  to  be  in¬ 
strumental  in  calling  as  many  more  into 
existence. 

The  plan  which  these  brethren  adopt  is 
somewhat  as  follows: — They  keep  a  sharp 
eye  on  all  corners  of  the  State,  fully 
acquainting  themselves  with  the  prospects 
(so  far  as  possible)  of  particular  localities, 
and  then  endeavouring  to  secure  .such 
labourers  as  are  adapted  to  certain  fields, 
and  sending  them  in,  even  in  advance 
(sometimes)  of  the  population.  This  they 
have  been  enabled  to  do  through  as¬ 
sistance  from  our  Board,  and  the  libe- 
xality  of  friends  in  the  East,  who  are 
alive  to  the  importance  of  securing  this 
ground,  May  God  bless  theln !  and  may  j 

many  others  immediately  take  the  steps 
which  will  be  necessary  to  secure  the 
blessing  which  is  promised  to  the  liberal 
soul ! 

Is  not  the  Church  of  Christ  one?  and 
ought  not  the .  strong  to  support  the 
weak?  Jfy hat  right  have  some  to  grow 
rich  and  become  burdened  with  Their 
wealth,  whilst  others  who  might  do  as 
l^ey  doing,  are  toiling  and  suffering, 
that  Christs  kingdom  may  be  extended? 
The  missionaries  of  this  region  are,  many 
°.  7?em1’  caPable  of  filling  the  best  pulpits 
°  land ;  and  might  have  secured  to 
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themselves  the  comforts  and  emoluments 
of  a  well  organized  church  in  the  oldeT 
portion  of  our  land;  and  it  cannot  be 
said  that  they  are  adapted  to  that  kind 
of  work  alone,  that  they  have  found  their 
appropriate  places,  and  are  engaged  in 
the  pioneer  work  from  necessity  !  A  care¬ 
ful  and  thorough  acquaintance  with  the 
facts  in  the  case,  will  discover  the  fact 
that  many  of  them  who  have  been  pre¬ 
pared  to  labour  in  other  fields,  have  been 
constrained  to  go  into  this  work  because 
of  their  conviction  that,  as  a  Church,  we 
were  falling  far  behind  our  responsibilities 
in  the  matter  of  occupying  the  new  terri¬ 
tory  which  is  constantly  being  opened  up 
before  us  in  the  West,  and  that,  therefore, 
we  who  are  more  highly  favoured,  should 
endeavour  to  bear  tneir  burdens,  burdens 
which  they  have  voluntarily  assumed, 
constrained  only  by  the  love  of  Christ, 
and  thus  fulfil  his  law. 

The  bold  and  fearless  missionary  of 
the  State,  Lion,  goes  about  seeking — not 
whom  to  devour — but  to  find  a  suitable 
place  to  establish  another  den,  from  which 
the  young  ones  (youpg  missionaries)  shall 
themselves  sally  forth  to  effect  new  con¬ 
quests.  And  in  company  with  a  Savage 
but  a  few  days  since,  he  started  for  the 
utmost  verge  of  civilisation,  to  fix  upon 
another  centre  in  some  wild  spot,  in  a 
country  unexplored — a  very  appropriate 
pi  ace,  it  would  seeih,  both  for  the  Lion 
and  a  Savage. 

May  God  bless  them,  notwithstanding 
their  names,  and  the  entire  work  which 
is  now  going  on  so  prosperously  in  the 
beautiful  young  State  of  Minnesota! 

Sincerely  yours, 

Visitor. 

A  SUFFERING  MISSIONARY.  j 

If  it  were  not  so  much  the  fashion  to 
lay  before  your  readers  the  cases  of  needy 
and  suffering  missionaries,  I  would  venture 
to  tell  them  of  one  of  whom  I  know  some¬ 
thing.  He  is  a  German  minister  of  good 
repute  among  his  brethren,  who  love  him 
for  his  untiring  zeal,  his  entire  consecra¬ 
tion  to  his  work,  and  bis  unwavering 
trust  in  God.  In  a  recent  letter  to  me, 
he  tells  a  story,  for  the  truth  of  which  I 
am  ready  to  vouch,  and  which  I  will  ven¬ 
ture,  to  give  your  readers  in  the  “broken 
English”  of  the  writer,  who  i3  labouring 


among  the  Germans  in  a  town  in  North¬ 
ern  Iowa.  The  letter  would  be  spoiled 
by  correction,  and  runs  thus: 

“  We  began  a  Sabbath-school  here  with 
thirty-five  scholars  and  nine  teachers, 
and  every  book  in  the  German  language 
is  asked  from  me.  For  my  preaching  I 
get  hardly  any  thing,  and  the  Board  of 
Domestic  Missions,  for  want  of  funds, 
declined  to  give  me  a  commission.  So  I 
have  to  spend  my  own  money,  and  do  the 
Lord’s  work.  I  and  my  family  have  to 
live  on  coffee  and  bread.  Sometimes  we 
have  butter  to  it.  '  Still  I  know  God  has 
his  eyes  open.  He  will  help  me  in  his 
own  good  time.  It  is  a  hopeful  mis¬ 
sionary  field.  I  can  do  good  here,  and 
feed  hungry  souls  with  the  Bread  of 
Life.  I  know  it  is  God  who  sends  me  to 
this  place,  and  perhaps  none  of  our  Ger¬ 
man  brethren  would  have  undertaken 
the  work  I  do.  We  must  go  where  the 
Germans  are,  to  save  God’s  people  among 
them,  and  to  have  an  influence  upon  them, 
all  for  good,  where  we  ever  can.  My 
desire  has  been,  as  I  closed  my  labours  in 

- ,  to  go  to  Chicago,  but  brother - 

could  not  find  means  to  support  a  Ger¬ 
man  missionary  in  that  city,  so  I  went  to 
this  place,  hoping  to  do  good  here,  two 
months  ago,  still  praying  to  my  God  that 
he  may  send  a  good,  faithful  German  mis¬ 
sionary  into  your  city,  where  the  Ger¬ 
mans  are  so  numerous  and  dangerous. 
Dear  brother,  I  wrote  this  that  you  may 
know  my  and  our  situation.  If  you 
could  do  any  thing  for  us,  for  me  and  my 
family,  I  would  be  very  thankful.” 

And  now  this  story  of  a  truthful  man, 
and  a  faithful  and  esteemed  minister,  is 
before  your  readers.  If  nothing  comes  of 
it,  he  will  be  the  last  man  to  complain. 
If  any  thing  is  sent  to  you  for  him, 
you  and  I,  Messrs.  Editors,  will  see  that 
I  it  is  placed  in  his  hands.  Calvin. 

— no  matter  where — is  a  faithful  and 
successful  missionary,  who  finds  it  emi-, 
nently  conducive  to  sound  health  to  tra¬ 
vel  on  horseback,  and  preach  the  gospel  f 
four  or  five  times  a  week  all  the  year 
round.  His  lungs  are  so  sound,  his  liver 
so  healthy,  his  appetite  so  good,  his  di¬ 
gestion  so  perfect,  his  sleep  so  refreshing, 
and  his  health  so  robust,  that  he  makes 
the  following  suggestions  as  to  the  man¬ 


ner  in  which  our  city  pastors,  and  others, 
might  profitably  spend  their  summer 
vacations : 

“  Could  you  not  suggest  to  some  of  our 
Eastern  brethren,  who  become  so  much 
exhausted  by  their  labours  during  the 
k  winter  and  spring,  that  they  must  go  to 


Saratoga,  or  Cape  May, 


VI  .or  the  White 
Mountains,  to  recruit  in  summer;  that 
they  might  find  recruiting  places  ‘out 
West,’  on  some  of  our  prairie  mission 
fields,  where  they  could  labour  and  rest 
at  the  same  time?  It  is  said  that  clerks, 
and  those  accustomed  to  ‘in-door’  work 
stand  the  army  life  better  than  farmers’ 
boys.  Sunshine  and  pure  air  had  a  bene¬ 
ficial  influence  upon  them.  Might  not 
the  pastors  of  our  city  churches  be  bless¬ 
ed  in  the  same  way?  Might  they  not  be 
profited,  if,  after  the  wearisome  in-door 
toils  peculiar  to  their  work  in. the  city, 
instead  of  spending  their  vacations  at 
watering-places,  which  require  the  ex¬ 
penditure  of  a  large  amount  of  money, 
(if  they  do  not  interfere  with  spiritual 
growth,)  they  would  start  for  the  mission 
fields  of  the  great  West,  to  help  plant  the 
standard  of  the  cross,  and  win  souls  to 
Christ,  in  regions  which  the  domestic 
missionary  has  not  yet  reached?  I  would 
not  have  them  confine  their  labours  to 
the  towns  and  villages  along  our  railroad 
lines.  Let  them  go  to  some  point  which 
it  might  suit  their  fancy  to  select,  stop, 
procure  the  necessary  outfit,  strike  out 
into  the  country,  and  go  to  work.  All 
the  outfit  needed  is  a  pony,  (to  be  sold 
when  his  work  is  done,)  saddle,  bridle,  a 
few  articles  of  clothing  selected  for  ser¬ 
vice,  rather  than  appearance,  an  umbrella, 
and  a  pair  of  saddle-bags  for  tracts,  Sun¬ 
day-school  papers,  shirts,  and  undergar¬ 
ments.  Manuscript  sermons  ^are  not 
needed.  These  are  all  that  are  needed 
to  equip  a  city  pastor  for  a  six  or  eight 
weeks’  service  on  our  mission  fields,  save 
a  heart  for  the  work,  and  all  will  npt  cost 

THE  AGED  SOUTHERN  JMNISTER.  ~ 
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THOSE  of  our  readers  who  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  relief  of  a  venerable 
servant  of  Christ,  for  whom  we  asked  aid 
in  the  Presbyterian  of  March  14th,  will 
be  glad  to  know  that  their  benefactions 


\ 


j 
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have  reached  him.  The  friend  to  whom 
we  send  these  funds,  has  acknowledged 
the  receipt  of  part  of  them,  and  says: 

« I  sent  your  check  to  him  to-day.  I 
have  no  doubt  it  has  helped  to  make  his 
home  radiant,  and  his  heart  thankful  to¬ 
night.  I  mentioned  in  my  note  only, 
that  some  friends,  who  had  thought  of 
him  in  the  day  of  his  adversity,  had 
begged  the  privilege  of  .sharing,  in  some 
measure,  his  burdens,  and  that  he  must 
gratify  them  in  this  right,  which  belonged 
to  them  as  Christian-  brethren,  without 
question  or  scruple.  I  know  that  the 
gift  comes- at  a  most  seasonable  juncture; 

•'  •»  r. - ; 

BETTER  LIT  THEM  DIE. 

Messrs.  Editors—  This  evening  the 
ladies  of  our  church  organised  a  “  Dor¬ 
cas  Society,”  or  a  society  of  some  such 
name,  and  had  several  objects  proposed, 
for  which  they  might  labour.  Among 
thega  were  some  destitute  persons  in 
cur  own  neighbourhood,  also  some  mie* 
sionaries,  equally  destitute,  at  present 
preaching  the  gospel  in  the  West.  The 
following  is  the  case  of  one  of  these 
missionaries,  as  briefly  stated  in  a  let¬ 
ter:— <f  I  recommend'  to  your  attention 

the  Rev.  - r— ,  of  O-  •••  He  is 

a  pious,  earnest,  able  man.  He  has 
a  wife  and  two  children.  During 
the  present  year  he  is  *  missionary  at 
large/  and  receives,  I  fear,  but  little 
Indeed  from  those  to  whom  he  preaches. 
Ho  has  been  recommended  to  the  Board 
for  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.” 

Now,  the  Sbeiety  belongs  to  the 
ladies,  and  I  had  no  wish  to  interfere 
in  its  business.  But  while  ifwas  hesi¬ 
tating  as  to  which  of  the  objects  men* 
tioned  it  should  choose,  \  longed  to 
speak.  I  could  hardly  restrain  my 
tongue.  I  wanted  to  say — “Ladies, by 
all  means  work  for  tho3e  destitute  fami¬ 
lies  around  you.  Work  hard  for  them, 
i  So  to  do  is  commendable— -is  Christian- 
like.  But  do  not  work  for  the  mission¬ 
ary.  Scud  him  not  a  dollar— no,  not  a 
i  Phuket  handkerchief.  He  is  receiving 
lrom  the  Church  two  hundred  and  fifty 


I  dollars.  Tnink  of  that — two  hundred 
!  and  fifty  dollars  annually  h*  I  do~be- 
lievo  it  would  be  batter  if  this  and  all 
other  sewing  circles  were  broken  up ;  if 
large-hearted  men.  who  are  always 
ready  to  help  in  individual  cases,  when 
they  happen  to  hear  of  them,  were  for¬ 
bidden  to  do  so;  and  somo  of  God’s 
servants  were  left  to  starve  and  freeze. 
Then  they,  of  whom  the  world  is  not 
\  worthy,  would  go  to  their  heavenly 
homes,  and  perhaps  the  Church  would 
I  awake  to  a  sense  of  its  long  neglected 
i  d  utv. 

Messrs.  Editors,  theso  Dorcas  Socie¬ 
ties — some  of  them,  at  least— foster  an 
evil.  By  taking  care  in  a  chance  way 
of  the  Lord’s  labourers,  they  easo  the 
conscience  of  the  Church,  as  it  casts 
those  very  labourers  aside.  Here  is 
one,  who  receives  for  his  support,  two 
hundred'  and  fifty  dollars.  What  can 
ho  do  with  only  that  amount?  I  have 
been  in  the  West— I  have  been  in  Kan¬ 
sas — -and  I  know,  that  with  only  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  on  which  to 
depend,  the  influence  of  the  missionary 
must  be  tost.  The  men  of  Kansas,  as 
well  as  those  of  New  York  and  other, 
places,  are  quick  to  ascribe  wrong  mo¬ 
tives;  and  when  a  man  goes  about 
preaching  the  gospel,  and  at  the  same 
time  asking  contributions  of  money  for 
himself,  “he  receives  but  little,”  as  said 
above,  and  what  is  more,  does  little 
good.  But  our  Dorcas  Societies  re¬ 
lieve  >  his  ease.  Says  one  lady,  “I 
have  an  old  coat  for  him.”  S^ys  an- 

1  THE  VITAL  IMPORTANCE  OF  CHURCH 
ERECTION  TO  HOME  MISSIONS,  j 

In  the  year  1836  a  Presbyterian  j 
Church  was  organized  in  the  town 

°f  ~ - ,  Mich.  The  field  was  so 

fruitful  that  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years  a  membership  of  eighty  per¬ 
sons  was  gathered,  although  they  | 
were  entirely  without  a  church  edi-  j 
flee  of  any  kind.  In  process  of 1 
time,  however,  great  changes  came 
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/ 


over  the  State.  The  era  of  railroads 
|  had  come.  Everything  advanced 
accordingly.  A  district  school-house 
no  longer  met  the  wants  of  a  flour¬ 
ishing  community  as  a  permanent 
place  of  worship.  No  church  could 
survive  under  such  circumstances, 
especially  as  other  denominations 
in  the  same  town  were  building  at¬ 
tractive  churches. 

As  might  be  expected,  this  shel- 
!  terless  flock,  which  had  once  num¬ 
bered  eighty,  and  upon  which  hun¬ 
dreds,  and  even  thousands  of  dollars 
of  Home  Missionary  aid  had  been 
expended  through  a  course  of  sev¬ 
enteen  years,  first  dwindled  and  then 
died.  The  Presbytery  kindly  “dis¬ 
banded”  it,  and  did  whatever  else 
was  necessary  in  the  way  of  respect¬ 
able  obsequies.  ' 

For  fifteen  years  the  grass  has 
grown  over  that  unmolested  grave. 

A  fine,  large  town,  with  flourishing 
and  well  filled  sanctuaries,  now  meets 
the  traveler’s  eye.  Meanwhile,  dur¬ 
ing  these  fifteen  years,  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  has  learned  some  les¬ 
sons. 

A  few  weeks  ago  another  Presby¬ 
terian  church,  of  nine  members ,  was 
organized  in  this  same  town,  and 
I  this  time  they  propose  to  build  a 
church  edifice  at  once.  If  this  had 
been  done  for  the  promising  organ¬ 
ization  of  thirty  years  ago,  what 
would  have  been  the  probable  result 
to-day  ?  ^  F.  F.  13. 

THE  SILENT  DEACON’S  OPINION. 

A  TALE  WITH  A  MORAL. 

When  the  next  summer  comes,  with  its 
heat,  and  dust,  and  languor,  and  the  tired 
spirit,  fainting  by  the  way,  cries  out  for 
the  wings  of  a  dove,  go  up  to  W - ,  I 


among  the  hills  made  sacred  to  Nature, 
where  the  hurry  and  anxiety  of  commerce 
are  unknown,  and  the  silent  Sundays  are 
never  broken  by  the  whizzing  of  machinery, 
or  defiled  by  its  smoke  and  steam.  You 
will  see  no  Newport  belies,  no  Belmont 
equipages,  nor  will  you  be  bidden  to  any 
“ hops”—- -they  don't  “hop”  there— but 
you  will  be  taken  into  a  holy,  calm  rest, 
such  as  a  pilgrim  found  in  the  chamber 
which  was  called  “  Peace."  If  you  have 
toiled  hard  enough  to  deserve  rest,  you 

will  find  it  in  W - ;  if  not,  you  will 

seek  it  any  where  in  vain. 

It  b  the  most  silent  place  in  the  world; 
and  were  it  not  for  the  farmer  turning  his 
furrows,  or  casting  in  his  seed,  you  might 
imagine  yourself  already  where  “Sabbaths 
never  end."  Perhaps  it  is  only  bsoause  1 
Nature  reigns  with  such  calm  dignity,  and  ) 
echoes  bock  every  sound  so  lovingly,  that 

W- -  seems  silent  in  comparison  with 

other  places. 

Entering  (he  neat,  capacious  church, 
fatherly  and  motherly  faces  meet  your  eye 
on  every  hand,  and  you  will  soon  forget 
that  you  are  a  stranger. 

Yonder,  in  the  square  pew,  sits  Deacon 
Lee;  you  would  know  he  was  a  deacon  if 
he  had  not  told  you.  Borne  men  aieborn 
deacons —what  a  pity  that  some  should 
enter  the  holy  office  who  are  not!  ,  Dea 

con  Lee  was  not  a  naiive  of  W - ,  but 

went  there  to  till  a  farm  left  him  by  an 
aged  relative  some  twenty  years  ago — 
about  the  time  Deacon  Bell  died,  leaving 
a  sad  void  in  the  church  and  the  parson¬ 
age — -for  he  was  a  pillar  in  Zion,  and  a 
strong  arm  to  his  pastor.  After  seeking 
long  to  fill  his  place,  the  mind  of  the 
church  united  on  the  new  comer,  who,  by 
hi3  solemnity,  piety,  and  zeal,  seemed 
created  for  the  place.  He  was  a  man  of 
few  words,  rarely  ever  talking;  so  that  the 
boys  called  him  at  first  “a  grum  old  man." 
But  they  soon  changed  their  opinion ;  for 
he  set  apart  a  tree  of  summer  sweetings, 
and  one  of  bell  pears  for  their  express 
benefit,  as  they  went  to  and  from  school, 
and  surprised  them  by  a  fine  swing,  which 
he  hung  for  them  in  his  walnut  grove. 

the  verdict  of  that  and  of  each  suc¬ 
ceeding  generation  ot  boys  was,  that 
although  the  deacon  never  talked,  he  was 
a  kind  and  genial  man,  and  a  lover  of 


childicn.  Every  boy,  for  twenty  years 
back,  had  been  his  shepherd,  his  watch¬ 
man,  or  his  assistant  farmer;  feeling  it  a 
high  honour  to  hitch  his  horse  on  Sunday, 
or  to  drive  his  manure  cart  on  Monday; 
and  all  because  they  saw,  through  the 
thick  vail  of  reserve,  the  love  that  burned 
and  glowed  in  his  heart. 

Deacon  Lee’s  minister  trusted  in  him, 
and  the  church  felt  her  temporal  affairs 
safe  in  his  hands,  and  the  world  honoured 
his  stern  consistency. 

There  was  a  serpent  in  Eden,  and  a 
Judas  in  *  that  thrice  blessed  band  who 
walked  and  talked  with  our  Redeemer  on 
earth,  and  who  saw  his  glory  mingled 
with  his  humanity;  why,  then,  need  we 
wonder  that  one  man,  subtle,  and  treach¬ 
erous,  hid  himself  in  the  calm  verdure  of 

W - ,  crawling  out  only  to  deceive 

God’s  people  with  a  kiss,  till  ready  to 
spring  upon  them  with  his  poisoned  fangs? 
Upright,  faithful,  and  earnest  as  were  the 
people,  they  were  not  proof  against  flat¬ 
tery  and  deception.  There  came,  among 
them  quite  unused  to  their  unostentatious 
way  of  serving  God,  and  ambitious,  as  he 
said,  “  of  seeing  them  make  some  stir  in 
the  world.”  We  know  from  God’s  Word 
that  “  one  sinner  destroyed!  much  good,” 
and  yet  we  are  often  annoyed  at  the  wide 
results  of  one  man’s  evil  work  in  the 
church.  .  One  may  sow  tares  which  a  hun¬ 
dred  cannot  pluck,  out;  and  therefore  does 
it  become  God’s  children  to  stay  the  enemy 
in  his  first  efforts. 

He  who  aimed  at  the  life  of  the  Gospel 

church  in  W -  was  “dead,  while  he 

had  a  name  to  live.”  He  scorned  many 
of  the  humble  ones  whose  crown  is  wait¬ 
ing  them  on  high.  He  hated  the  hum¬ 


bling  doctrines  of  the  cross,  and  desired  to 
see  man  glorified  and  exalted ;  he  rebelled 
against  the  “  iron,  bars”  which  he  chose 
to  call  the  bonds  of  love  which  separate 
God’s  chosen  and  obedient  ones  from  the 
world  that  lieth  in  wickedness.  He  de¬ 
clared  that  the  millennium  could  never 
dawn  till  all  Christians  were  as  one— by 
which  he  meant  that,  for  the  sake  of  union, 
right  must  yield  to  wrong — as  if  he  were 
of  the  number  who  loved  and  longed  for 
the  appearing  of  Christ!  He  began  stealth¬ 
ily  to  sow  his  poisonous  seeds  among  the 
younger  and  weaker  of  the  flock,  and 
when  he  saw  the  first  token  of  their  taking 


p  J  root,  he  grew  bold,  and  began  to  hiast 

them  in  on  the  strong,  high  hills.  But 
here  he  found  resistance;  the  soil  which 
had  borne  such  rich  harvests  of  grace  re¬ 
pelled  his  seed  from  its  bosom  ;  and  he 
carnc^to  the  mad  resolve  to  assail  the  dea¬ 
con,  and  try  how  he  would  receive  it.  If 
he,  with  his  piety,  zeal,  and  influence, 
opened  his  bosom  to  it,  the  end  was  easily  j 
attained.  The  minister  was  not  worthy 
of  consideration  in  the* matter- — ministers 
are  so  readily  put  out  of  the  way  if  they 
do  not  yield  to  ungodliness.  If  he  proved 
a  dead  sentinel,  he  would  not  molest  him ; 
if  alive  and  jealous  of  his  master’s  honour, 
one  bullet  would  settle  him  for  ever.  \ 

In  pursuance  of  his  “liberal  views”  and 
his  deep-laid  plan,  our  valiant  reformer 
rode  up  and  fastened  Ills  horse  before  the 
unpretending  dwelling  of  Deacon  Lee. 
Ushered  into  the  neat  “  keeping-room”  to 
await  his  coming  from  the  harvest  field, 
his  restless  spirit  was  almost  awed  by  the 
silence  which  reigned  there.  The  tall 
clock  in  the  corner,  with  its  ever- sailing 
ship,  ticked  painfully  loud;  and  even  the 
buzz  mg  of  the  few  flies  on  tlie  panes  an¬ 
noyed  him.  He  suffered  much  the  same 
oppression  as  do  thgse  who  wait  long  in  a 
silent,  darkened  room,  the  coming  of  a 
minister  to  a  funeral.  He  wished  for,  and 
then  dreaded  the  good  man,  being  not 
quite  sure  of  a  warm  reception.  He  had 
just  decided  on  a  clandestine  flight,  when 
the  door  opened  and  the  deacon  entered, 
as  calm  and  neat  as  if  toil  had  never 
ruffled  his  spirits  or  soiled  his  garments. 
After  the  usual  greetings,  and  a  dead, 
awful  pause,  the  visitor  began — think  of 
the  wiles  of  Satan  I — by  lamenting  the  low 
state  of  religion,  asking  the  good  man  why 
this  church  had  enjoyed  no  revival  for 
three  or  four  years!  What  cared  he  for 
God’s  set  time  to  visit  Zion  ?  He  was  far  j 
more  deeply  interested  in  the  opening  of  a 
uew  stage  road  to  the  Summit,  and  in  get¬ 
ting  up  stock  in  their  projected  hotel 
there. 

“Now  what  do  you  think  is  the  cause 
of  things  being  dull  here?  l)o  you  kuow?” 
he  persisted  in  asking. 

The  deacon  was  not  ready  to  give  his 
opinion,  and,  after  a  little  thought,  frankly 
answered,  “No,  I  don’t.”'* 

“Do  you  think  the  church  is  alive  to 
the  work  before  it?” 


1  “No,  1  don't." 

H  “ Do  you  think  the  minister  fully  real¬ 
izes  the  solemnity  of  his  work  ?" 

“  No,  I  don’t." 

A  twinkle  was  seen  in  the  eye  of  this 
troubler  in  Zion,  and,  taking  courage,  he 
asked, 

“  Do  you  think  Mr.  B.  a  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  man  V1 

u  No,  I  don't." 

“Do  you  think  his  sermon  on  ‘Their 
eyes  were  holden,'  any  thing  wonderfully 
great  ?" 

“  No,  I  don't” 

Making  bold,  after  all  this  encourage¬ 
ment  in  monosyllables,  he  asked,  “  Then 
don’t  you  think  we  had  better  dismiss  this 
man;  and  ‘hire’  another  ?” 

The  old  deaeon  started  as  if  shot  with 
an  arrow,  and,  in  a  tone  far  louder  than 
his  wont",  shouted,  “  No,  I  don't/' 

“  Why,"  cried  the  amazed  visitor,  “  you 
agree  with  mo  in  all  I  have  said,  don’t 
jour 

“No,  I  don't/' 

“  You  talk  go  little,  sir,"  replied  the 
guest,  not  a  little  abashed,  “.that  no  one 
can  find  out  what  you  do  mean." 

“  I  talked  enough  once,"  replied  the  old 
man,  rising  to  his  feet  “for  six  praying 
Christians ;  but  thirty  years  ago,  I  got  my 
heart  humbled  and  my  tongue  bridled, 
and  ever  since  that  I’ve  walked  softly 
before  God.  I  then  made  vows  solemn  as 
eternii-v  ;  and  don’t  you  tempt  me  to  break 
them  1" 

The  troubler  was  startled  at  the  earnest¬ 
ness  of  the  hitherto  silent,  immovable  man, 
and  asked,  “  What  happened  to  you  thirty 
years  ago  ?" 

“Well,  sir,  I’ll  tell  you.  I  was  drawn 
into  a  scheme  just  like  this  of  yours,  to 
uproot  one  of  God’s  servants  from  the  field 
in  which,  he  had  planted  him.  In  my 
blindness,  I  fancied  it  as  a  little  thing  to 
remove  one  of  the  ‘  stars'  which  Jesus 
holds  in  his  right  hand,  if  thereby  my  ear 
could  bo  tickled  by  more  flowery  words, 
and  the  pews  filled  with  those  who  turned 
away  from  the  simplicity  of  the  gospel.  I 
and  the  men  that  led  me— for  I  admit 
that  I  was  a  dupe  and  a  tool — flattered 
ourselves  that  wc  were  conscientious.  We 
thought  wc  were  doing  God  service  when 
we  drove  that  holy  man  from  his  pulpit 


and  his  worK,  ana  said  we  considered  ms 
labours  ended  in  B- — where  I  then 
lived.  We  groaned  because  there  was  no 
revival,  while  we  were  gossipping  about 
and  criticising,  and  crushing,  instead  of 
upholding,  by  our  efforts  and  our  prayers, 
the  instrument  at  whose  hand  wTe  harshly 
demanded  the  blessing.  Well,  sir,  he 
could  not  drag  on  the  chariot  of  salvation 
with  half  a  dozen  of  us  taunting  him  for 
his  weakness,  while  we  hung  on  as  a  dead 
weight  to  the  wheels;  he  had  not  the 
power  of  the  Spirit,  and  could  not  convert 
men;  so  we  hunted  him  like  a  deer,  till, 
torn  and  bleeding,  he  fled  into  a  covert  to 
die.  Scarcely  had  he  gone,  when  God 
came  among  us  by  his  Spirit,  to  show  that 
he  had  blessed  the  labours  of  his  dear,  re¬ 
jected  servant.  Our  own  hearts  were 
broken,  and  our  wayward  children  con¬ 
verted,  and  I  resolved  at  a  convenient 
season  to  visit  my  former  pastor  and  con¬ 
fess  my  sin,  and  thauk  him  for  his  faith¬ 
fulness,  to  my  wayward  sons, -whioli,  like 
long  buried  seed,  had  now  sprung  up.  But 
God  denied  me  that  relief,  that  he  might 
teach  me  a  lesson  every  child  of  his  ought 
to  learn,  that  he  who  touoheth  one  of  his 
servants,  toucheth  the  apple  of  his  eye.  I 
heard  my  old  pastor  was  ill,  and  taking 
my  oldest  son  with  me,  set  out  on  a  twenty- 
five  miles’  ride  to  see  him.  It  was  eve¬ 
ning  when  I  arrived,  and  his  wife,  with 
the  spirit  which  any  true  woman  ought  to 
exhibit  towards  one  who  had  so  wronged 
her  husband,  denied  me  admittance  to  his 
chamber.  She  said,  and  her  words  were  ■ 
as  arrows  to  my  soul:— ‘lie  may  be  dying, 
and  the  sight  of  your  face  might  add  to 
his  anguish!' 

“  ‘Had  it  come  to  Ihis,'  I  said  to  myself, 
Ghat  the  man  whose  labours  had,  through 
Christ,  brought  me  into  bis  fold;  who  had 
consoled  my  spirit  iu  a  terrible  bereave¬ 
ment;  and  who  had,  till  designing  men 
had  alienated  us,  been  to  me  as  a  brother— 
that  this  man  could  not  die  in  peace  with 
my  face  before  him.  God  pity  me!’  I 
cried,  ‘what  have  I  done?'  I  confessed 
my  sin  to  that  meek  woman,  and  implored 
her  for  Christ's  sake  to  let  me  kneel  before 
his  dying  servant,  and  receive  his  forgive¬ 
ness.  What  did  I  care,  then,  whether  the 
pews  by  the  door  were  rented  or  not?  I 
would  gladly  have  taken  this  whole  family  j 
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to  my  home  for  ever,  as  my  own  Mean  »uu 
blood,  but  no  sueh  happiness  was  before 
me. 

“As  I  entered  the  room  of  the  blessed 
warrior,  whose  armor  was  just  falling 
from  his  limbs,  he  opened  his  languid  eyes 
and  said,  ‘Brother  Lee!  brother  Lee!'  I 
bent  over  him  and  sobbed  out,  ‘My  pastor! 
my  pastor!’  Then  raising  his  white  hand, 
he  said  in  a  deep,  impressive  voice,  ‘Touch 
not  mine  anointed,  and  do  my  prophets 
no  harm!’  I  spoke  tenderly  to  him,  told 
him  I  had  come  to  confess  my  sin,  and 
bring  some  of  his  fruit  to  him,  calling  my 
son  to  tell  him  how  he  found  Christ.  But 
he  was  unconscious  of  all  around;  the 
sight  of  my  face  had  brought  the  last  pang 
of  earth  to  his  spirit. 

“I  kissed  his  brow,  and  told  him  how 
dear  he  had  been  to  me;  I  craved  his  par¬ 
don  for  my  unfaithfulness,  and  promised 
to  care  for  his  widow  and  fatherless  little 
ones;  but  his  only  reply,  murmured  as  if 
in  a  troubled  dream,  was,  ‘Touch  not  mine 
anointed,  and  do  my  prophets  no  harm/ 

“I  staid  by  him  ail  night,  and  at  day¬ 
break  I  closed  his  eyes.  I  offered  his 
widow  a  house  to  live  in  the  remainder  of 
her  days;  but,  like  a  heroine,  she  said,  ‘I 
freely  forgive  you.  But  my  children,  who 
entered  deeply  into  their  father’s  anguish, 
shall  never  see  me  so  regardless  of  his 
memory  as  to  take  any  thing  from  those 
who  caused  it.  He  has  left  us  all  with 
his  covenant  God,  and  he  will  care  for  us/ 

“Well,  sir,  those  dying  words  sounded 
in  my  ears  from  that  coffin,  and  from  that 
grave.  When  I  slept,  Christ  stood  before 
me  in  my  dreams,  saying,  ‘Touch  not 
mine  anointed,  and  do  my  prophets  no 
harm/  These  words  followed  me  till  I 


brought 


you  here ;  and,  moreover,  it  x 
hear  another  word  of  this  from  your  lips,  I 
shall  ask  my  brethren  to  deal  with  you  as 
with  thpm  who  cause  divisions.  I  would 
give  all  1  own  to  recall  what  I  did  thirty 
yeaia  ago.  Stop  where  you  are,  and.pray 
od,  ii  perchance  the  thought  of  your! 
heart  may  be  forgiven  you/’ 

This  decided  reply  put  an  end  to  the 
new  comer’s  efforts  to  get  a  minister  who 
could  make  more  stir,  and  left  him  free  to 
lay  out  roads  and  build  hotels. 

Lis  ,often  8reat  P°wer  in  the  little 
word  No;  ’  but  sometimes  it  requires  not 
a  little  courage  to  speak  it  as  resolutely  as 
did  the  silent  deacon. — Examiner  and 
Chronicle . 

-A  DISABLED  MINISTER. 

BY  MRS.  SARAH  H.  HAYES. 

‘‘I  have  been  thinking,”  said  Mrs. 

I  Smith,  one  oi  the  most  influential  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Presbyterian  church  ini 
** — ■  t  as  she  came  in  from  meeting  on 
Sabbath  morning,  and  laid  aside  her 
costly  bonnet  and  lace  shawl— I  have 
been  thinking  for  some  time  past  that. 
Mr,  Robinson  lias  been  in  this  place 
qmfce  long  enough,  and  this  morning  I 
confirmed  my  impressions.  Who  ever  i 
beard  such  a  sermon,  I  wonder  ?  Origi- 
iml  sin — justification  by  faith— the  in- 
ff  nonces  of  the  Spirit !  He  has  rung 
the  changes  on  these  themes,  until  X  for 
one,  am  sick  to  death  of  hearing  them. 
-And,  then,  his  old-fashioned  phrase- 

ology,  Ms  odd  manner,  his  wife  and 
realized  fully. the  esteem  in  which  Christ  his  large  family.  O  dear'”  and'M™ 

holds  those  men  who  have  given  up  all  for  Smith,  apparently  overcome  with  b 
his  sake,  and  I  vowed  to  love  them  ever-  ,  *  .  ,ucn  ^ 


e 


more  for  his  sake,  even  if  they  are  not  up  ooijurptj 

7  J  I£do  the  depths  of  a  large  ye! 


perfect.  And  since  that  day,  sir,  I  have  »a  Ktti  ,  *LU»oi  a  Jarge  veh 
talked  less  than  before,  and  have  supported  L. .  1  ftu  e0M fenced  fanning  hor- 

my  pastor,  even  if  he  is  not  a  ‘very  extra-  *  Bn  wonted  energy, 

ordinary  man/  My  tongue  shall  cleave  to  ?°"°ne  Wraith,  bor  husband,  was 

the  roof  of  my  mouth,  and  my  right  hand  attached  to  his  pastor,  the  Key. 

forget  her  cunning,  before  X  dare  to  put  Robinson.  He  could  not  forget 

asunder  what  God  has  joined  together,  the  many  touching  prayers  poured  forth 
When  a  minister’s  work  is  done  in  a  place,  at  his  bedside  during:  a  lone-  WH  nf 
I  believe  God  will  show  it  to  him.  I  will  illness.  Sometimes  he  thought  it  might 


jom  you,  sir,  in  the  scheme  that  be-in  answer  to  those  earnest 


6J 

prayers 


I  that  his  life  had  been  prolonged,  when  | 
|  he  seemed  hovering  on  the  confines  of 
the.  gr^ve.  He  also  prided  himself  on 
|  his  independence,  but  still  he  disliked 
to  differ  with  Mrs.  Smith,  because  ex¬ 
perience  had  taught  him  that  such  d|f-  I 
feveuee,  on  his  part,  usually  had  the  ' 
effect  of  confirming  the  lady  in  her  i 
opinions,  so  he  merely  replied  : 

“  I  must  confess,  my  dear,  that  ah 
though  Mr.  Robinson  is  somewhat  old- 
fashioned  in  his  manner,  his  sermons 
both  please  and  profit  me.” 

“  Pshaw,  Smith,  that  is  just  like  you. 
You  never  can  bear  in  mind  that  people 
and  things  now- a  days  are  different  from 
what  they  were  forty  years  ago.  This 
is  an  age  of  progress,  and  we  cannot 
j  expect  to  keep  our  pews  fiihsd  with  such 
an  old  fogy  for  a  minister.  I,  for  one, 
intend  to  go  in  for  a  change.” 

“So  do  we,  mamma,”  interrupted  a 
grown  up  daughter,  Miss  Lccilla  Smith. 
1“  I  want  one  like  a  preacher  I  was  read- 
jin  g  of  the  other  day,  in  such  a  lovely 
poem.  His  name  was  Rev.  Shallow 
Splurge.  He  preached  on  the  ‘joys  of 
j  solitude, ’  of  moonlight,  and  of  purling 
streams  ;  and  it  said  : 

“  ‘  His  looks  were  so  enchanting, 

His  accent  so  divine; 

A  lady  fainted  in  the  hymn, 

Before  the  second  line.’  ” 

Here  the  two  young  Master  Smiths 
shouted,  and  their  father  laughed,  but 
t  so  second  Miss  Smith — Miss  Matilda— 
Rvidj  “  That  was  just  the  &in{l  of  preach- 
big  she  njfevl  'ip' hear i” '  and  Mrs.  Smith 
remarked,  “  That  she  thought  any  per¬ 
son  was  foolish  for  fainting,  but  for  her 
part  she  liked  to  feel  some  emotion ;” 
and  from  that  moment  Mr.  Robinson^ 
removal  was  decided  upon  \u  the  mind 
of  this  lady, 

My  reader,  yon  have  doubtless  heard 
that  some  things  are  little  at  the  first, 
but  mighty  at  the  last ;  that  great  effects 
arise  from  trifling  causes.  You  have 
also  witnessed  -a  pebble  thrown  into  a 


rmpotli  stream,  and  watched  the  circles 
widening  and  widening,  from  the  tiny 
centre,  until  the  entire  surface  has  been 
covered  with  ripples.  Thus  it  in 
the  present  instance.  Mrs.  Smith  gave 
a  tea-party  a  few  dap  after  the  conver¬ 
sation  above  Pirated,  and  behind  her 
silver  tea  apparatus  openly  expressed 
her  dissatisfaction  with  Mr.  Robinson ; 
and  although  some  were  present  who 
had  never  thought  upon  such  a  subject 
before,  but  had  always  considered  their 
dear  old  minister  as  much  a  fixture  in 
the  place  as  themselves,  and  others  were 
there  who  entertained  a  deep  personal 
attachment  for  him,  yet  several  fell  in 
with  the  views  of  their  hostess,  and  that 
night  the  subject  was  discussed  and 
con  in  more  th$u  one  house  in  the 
vibage,  ^ 

Wo  will  now  turn  to  the  parsonage. 
It  was  a  low,  nnpainted  dwelling,  stand¬ 
ing  on  the  outskirts  of  the  village.  An 
exceedingly  rough  porch  extended  thp 
length  of  the  house,  so  entirely  covered 
by  tho  foliage  and  purple  clusters  of  a 
magnificent  grape-Yino,  that  its  construc¬ 
tion— -wbi^h  was  the  work  c(  the  pas¬ 
tor’s  own  hands — -escaped  notice.  The 
situation  of  the  house  was  pleasant  and 
sheltered;  the  same  pastor’s  hands  had 
planted  the  trees  and  shrubbery  which 
rendered  the  yard  the  prettiest  in  the 
neighbourhood  ;  while  the  large  garden 
amply  repaid  $ar§  and  skill  mani¬ 
fested  in  its  management.  Many  an 
)  inyaH4  had  to  thank  the  sunny  nooks  in 
j  the  minister’s  garden  for  the  basket  of 
j  early  peaches  or  delicious  pears  that 
!  came  to  the  fevered  lip,  with  healing 
i  balm  in  their  fragrant  juices  *  and  the 
>  minister  wag  never-  more  happy  than 
when  dispensing  his  little  store  with  a 
liberal  hand.  Mr,  Robinson  was  at 
this  time  upwards  of  fifty  years  of  age. 
His  first  wife,  the  partner  of  bis  early 
cares  and  toils,  had  died  of  a  decline 
soiu$  ton  years  before,  leaving  severe 
I  children,  one  of  them  a  daughter,  a  few 


■3*-.- 


months  old.  4  IMj,  *n  desti¬ 

tute  circumstances,  who  wm  without 
parents  and  with  but  few  ties  of  kin* 
dred,  had  taken  charge  of  his  house  and 
family  after  the  death  of  his  wife.  This 
lady  he  afterwards  married.  She  was 
plain  in  her  manners  &n&  appearance, 
hut  a  Christ^  &  sens©  of  the 

word  and  as  her  age  was  suitable,  few 
made  any  objection  at  the  time.  The 
present  Mrs.  Robinson  was  thcj  mother 
of  two  children,  the  youngest  fora  years 
of  age.  The  entire  family  consisted  of 
eleven  persons}.  Mr.  Robinson’s  salary 
was  sis  hundred  dollars  a  year,  which, 
with  the  two  acres  of  ground  attached 
to  the  parsonage,  was  considered  quite 
liberal.  He  had,  however,  been  relieved 
within  the  last  year  or  two,  of  the  sup¬ 
port  of  his  two  eldest  sons;-  one  of 
whom  was  teaching  a  small  district 
school,  and  the  other  had  obtained  a 
clerkship  in  a  manufactory,  where  his 
feoird  and  clothing  were  furnished  him. 

It  was  a  calm,  lovely  September  even¬ 
ing,  some  three  months  after  the  con¬ 
versation  related  in  the  commencement 
qf  our  narrative,  that  Mr.  Robinson,  his 


wife*  and  elder  children,  were  seated  on 
the?  porch  of  their  dwelling.  The  three 
younger  were  at  play  in  the  yard,  and 
aa  their  merry  shouts  and  laughter 
reached  the  ears  of  their  parents,  they 
often  smiled  in  sympathy.  Mr.  Robin¬ 
son  was  rather  a  feeble  looking  man;  his 
health  had  never  been  robust,  and  he 
had  had  so  many  demands  upon  his 
strength,  so  many  uncounted  trials  and 
privations  in  the  charge  of  his  large 
flock,  and  in  tilling  the  ground  for 
earthly  manna,  that  he  had  never  had 
an  opportunity  to  recruit.  His  hair 
was  now  thin  and  grey,  and  his  form 
somewhat  bent,  but  his  disposition  was 
patient  and  uncomplaining;  and  while 
he  and  his  beloved  family  had  a  good 
home,  food,  and  raiment — albeit  of  the 
plainest  description — he  had  learned 
therewith  to  be  content;  and  as  the 

. .  t 


shouts  of  his  iittie  ones  readied  b»is  esir, 
and  his  eye  rested  upon  the  open  volume 
of  Nature  before  him — 

‘‘  a  Vy^L>Wy'yiaders  a,Acl  phishing  flowers,  s 

f/  ’  '  Emerald  meadows,  festal  bowers  ; 

Sun  and  shade,  and  bird  and  bee, 

Fount  and  forest,  hill  and  lea; 

he  turned  to  his  wife,  and  with  bis  usual, 
gentle,  and  benignant  smile,  exclaimed  : 

«  The  lines  have,  indeed,  fallen  unto 
us  in  pleasant  places!”  Just  as  thes 
words  were  uttered,  three  gentlemei 
who  had  been  appointed  a  committee  *  • 
wait  upon  the  minister,  entered  the  ga 
He  knew  there  was  some  dissatisfacti 
in  the  congregation,  but  was  ignora 
of  the  extent  of  it,  and  of  their  busine  4 
with  him.  He,  however,  courteously^ 
invited  them  to  enter  his  study,  where 
they  remained,  with  closed  doors,  for 
some  time.  On  taking  their  departure, 
the  minister  did  not— as  was  his  cus¬ 
tom— -escort  them  to  the  door,  and 
rather  surprised  at  this  unusual  omis¬ 
sion,  his  wife  immediately  entered  the 
study.  She  found  him  sitting  at  the 
table  with  his  face  buried  in  his  hands, 
and  his  frame  shaking  with  emotion. 
To  her  alarmed  inquiries,  after  a  time, 
he  answered — •“  I  have  been  waited 
upon  by  a  committee,  who  have  re¬ 
quested  me  to  resign  my  charge,  and 
seek  another  field  of  labour;  and  al¬ 
though  I  have  daily  and  hourly  tried  to 
cultivate  a  spirit  of  resignation,  yet  this  j 
trial  soems  almost  greater  than  \  p# 
bear,  l^or  thirty  years  tW  dwelling 
has  been  my  hqm^.  Here  I  brought 
the  wife  of  my  youth;  here  my  children 
have  been  born.  There  are  associa¬ 
tions  connected  with  the  house  and  this 
people,  which  it  seems  like  tearing  my 
heart-strings  to  separate:”  and  the 
minister  actually  wept  and  moaned  in 
the  extremity  of  his  sorrow.  As  to  the 
cause  of  the  dissatisfaction,  he  could 
tell  but  little  about  it  He  only  knew 
the  people  thought  his  usefulness  was 
gone,  and  were  weary  of  hk*  preaehing; 


they  wanted  $  $ew  man.  There  was  a  J 
mourning  household  that  night,  and  for 
many  days  after,  under  the  roof  of  the 
old  parsonage ;  but  ha  fh©  community 
at  large  were  engaged  with  their  own 
affairs,  few  0%r$d  much  about  it  Mrs. 
Smith*  others  like  her,  thought  they 
deserved  credit  for  keeping  the  old  gen¬ 
tleman  as  long  as  they  had  done.  He 
was  a  good  man— -no  one  disputed  that 
fact — but  he  was  superannuated.  The 
ladies  started  %  sowing- society,  and  it 
W^s  aeon  In  a  Nourishing  condition. 
The  object  was  to.  procure  funds  to  pQti 
the  parsonup  i»  repair,  800ri  as 

tli@  i  ©Baity  remove'^  they  iateuded  to 
point  and  paper  it,  and  famish  the  new 
^‘lister’s  study.  The  gentlemen,  also, 
intended  to  remodel  the  church.  They 
would  have  a  new  pulpit,  new  pews, 
and  a  preacher  who  would  be  sure  to 
nil  them. 

We  will  now  leap  over  the  period 
which  intervened  between  October  and 
the  first  of  April,  when  it  was  expected 
Mr.  Robinson  would  preach  his  farewell 
sermon.  Ample  time,  it  was  supposed, 
had  been  given  him  to  obtain  another 
charge.  He  had  gone  several  Sabbaths 
to  as  many  different  places  on  trial,  and 
at  length  was  so  fortunate  before  the 
time  fixed  for  his  departure,  as  to  re¬ 
ceive  a  call  to  supply  two  congregations, 
only  six  miles  distant  from  each  other, 
at  a  salary  of  five  hundred  dollar  a  year. 

|  It  is  true,  “  a  thousand  bitter  fancies 
into  busy  being  started,**  in  the  heart 
of  the  poo.?  minister  when  he  reflected 
that  there  had  been  hut  bread  enough, 
with  non©  to  spare,  when  he  had  an 
income  of  six  hundred,  with  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  two  acres  of  land  in  addition ; 
bat  endeavouring  to  cast  his  burden  oa 
the  Lord,  he  prepared  to  leave.  We 
will  not  enter  minutely  into,  the  feelings 
oi  the  family,  as  they  bade  a  last  adieu 

ft  place  hallowed  by  so.  many  tender 
associatiops.  Boblason’s  last  visit 
was  to  th©  almreh-yard,  and  as  a  few 


scalding  tears  fell  on  the  green  soc\ 
which  covered  the  remains  of  hi  a  de¬ 
parted  wife,  he  thanked  Gfod  that  she, 
at  least,  was  safe,  at  home.  She  had 
been  spaced,  this  bitter  trial,  and  weary 
of  the  life -struggle  before  him,  his  sttiohea. 
heart  yearned  for  a  place  Reside  her  in 
the  quiet  grave.  T'hs  i^mainder  of  (  his 
little  history  we  wifi  give  as  nearly  as 
■possible,  in  th»  words  of  ‘the-  eldest 
daughter  of  Mr.  Robdoaoiij  who  was 
seventeen  yearii  of  age  at  the  time  of 
their  removal * 

4iThe  house  to  which  we  removed, 
after  leaving  the  home  endeared  to  us 
by  a  thousand  memories,  was  a  Ipg 
dwelling,  about  a  quarter  oh  a  mile 
north  of  the  village  pi  M— - — and  per¬ 
haps  a  mile  a;ad  a  half  from  one  of  the 
oharehea  where  my  father  preached. 
There  was  a  sitting-room,  a  passage  or 
entry,  with  a  kitchen  in  the  low©?  story, 
with  three  rooms  above.  It  stood 
directly  on  the.  high  road,  with  a  soli¬ 
tary  poplar  tree  before  it,  and  a  garden 
at  the  side,  where  a  few  straggling  cay- 
rant  bushes  grew  against  th©.  fence,  and 
a  great  many  cabbage  and  corn-stalks 
were  still  left  standing.  A  more  unin¬ 
viting  looking  place  could  scarcely  be 
imagined,  yet  my  father  was  expected 
to  pay  thirty  dollars  out  of  his  small 
salary  for  the  use  of  it.  So  sudden  a 
change  of  circumstances  and  outward 
surroundings,  is  calculated  to  exert  an 
influence  on  the  most  stolid  mind. 
How  much  more  so,  then,  upon  sensi¬ 
tive  natures  like  ours!  My  father  did 
his  utmost  to  appear  cheerful,  but  it  was 
evident  his  spirits  were  depressed,  while 
we,  the  elder  children*  moistened  the 
first  meal  we  sat  down  to  partake  of  in 
that  comfortless  habitation  with  tears 

of  regret  and  misery.  Tn  this  place, 
however,  we  spent  three  years.  How 
much  my  parent  suffered  in  silence,  the 
dignity  of  his  office  forbidding  him  to 
complain,  is  not  lor  me  to  dwell  upon. 
Of  course,  he  Was  not  able  to  keep  a 
horse ;  sometimes  some  one  of  the  con- 


gregation  would  carry  him  to  church  in 
a  wagon;  but  often,  in  very  inclement 
weather,  he  was  obliged  to  walk,  and 
plodding  through  the  mud  and  rain, 
with  shoes  Unit  needed  a  patch,  was 
tie  primary  cause  of  the  cold  and  sore 
tiroafc  which  ever  after  disabled  my 
dtar  father  from  preaching.  After  his 
voice  was  affected,  for  a  time  the  people 
of  his  charge  wore  very  kind.  They 
often  brought  us  presents  of  little  neces¬ 
saries  for  the  tab!e>  and  one  farmer’s 
wife  sent,  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  wool 
for  us  to  spin  and  knit,  sufficient  for  all 
the  children’s  stockings. 

“  Our  step-mother,  who  is  an  excel¬ 
lent  manager,  turned  every  thing  to  the 
best  advantage';  arid  although  we  thought 
we  endured  poverty  and  hardship  it 
that  time,  it  was  nothing  to  what  we 
have  encountered  since.  Many  a  time 
have  I  heard  my  little  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  cry  for  bread  when  there  was  none 
io  give  them.  After  my  father  found 
himself  unable  to  preach,  he  removed 

from  M - ,  and  tried  teaching ;  but  no 

one  seemed  to  feel  much  interest  in  us, 
and,  without  money  or  influence,  it  was 
difficult  to  get  scholars.  My  father  had 
never  been  robust,  and  he  began,  to  look 
very  feeble  and  worn ;  for  there  are  few 
who  can  realise  the  greatness  of  the 
trial  to  a  man,  to  be  thrown  back  to  the 
starting-point  when  no  longer  young, 
and  obliged  to  begin  life  an$w,  as  it 
were,  without  the  energy  of  youth  to 
sustain  him,  and  with  a  family  depend¬ 
ent  on  him  for  support.  We  had  no 
one  to  whom  wo  could  look  for  aid. 
My  brothers,  placed  in  unsuitable  situ¬ 
ations,  barely  managed  to  maintain 
themselves.  The  younger  children  could 
do  nothing;  but  we,  the  females  of  the 
family,  assisted  to  gain  a  support  in 
every  possible  way,  by  taking  in  sewing 
and  knitting.  It  was  not  always,  how¬ 
ever,  we  could  obtain  \mxk}/  and  t>:e 
only  thing  th;vt  teemed  left  tor  as  was 
to  and  he  still.’  A^fter.  leaving 


M— —  we  removed  io  several  different  | 
places,  hoping  to  better  our  condition 
but  e^ch  removal  seemed  more  unfort 
nate  than  the  last,  until  we  all  kne 
many  a  time,  what  it  was  to  su 
actual  want 

V I  never  expect  any  portion  in 
world  but  poverty,”  continued  A  t 
Ilobinson,  as  tears  dimmed  her  gen 
eyes,  “  and  I  desire  to  look  for  happi¬ 
ness  to  that  world  where,  our  Saviour 
has  revealed,  there  are  many  mansions 
prepared  for  those  who  love  him.  Pri¬ 
vations  for  myself  I  could  endure  with 
resignation*  if  I  only  felt  assured  my 
beloved  father  would  have  some  com¬ 
forts  provided  for  him  in  his  old  age. 

You  cannot1  tell,”  she  continued  with  a 
sob,  4‘ nor  can  any  one  who  h&&  not 
suffered  in  a  similar  maunsf  with  our¬ 
selves,  how  much  we  »av©  at  heart, 
anti  how  ear  neatly  we  have  prayed  for 
the  success,  oi  that  noble  charity,  the  _ 
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PRIVILEGES  OF  THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 

It  is  one  of  the  glories  of  Christianity,  that  to 
whatever  duties  and  sacrifices  the  follower  of  Christ 
is  called,  there  are  attached  to  these  duties  and 
sacrifices,  certain  privileges  which  amply  compensate 
for  all  the  suffering  they  entail. 

The  home  missionary,  who  goes  forth  to  the  deso¬ 
late  fields  of  Zion  at  the  West,  “weeping  and  bear¬ 
ing  precious  seed,  shall  not  only  come  again,  rejoicing 
and  bringing  his  sheaves  with  him,”  but,  even  in  the 
midst  of  his  labours,  he  enjoys  blessed  and  glorious 
privileges,  such  as  the  slothful  and  inactive  Christian 
has  never  experienced. 

It  is  a  privilege  to  be  permitted  to  aid  in  laying 
broad  and  deep  the  foundations  of  society,  to  mould 
it,  while  in  its  plastic  state,  into  forms  whichj shall] 
insure  the  permanency  of  good  order,  intelligence, 
and  a  pure  morality  in  its  future  history.^ 

It  is  a  privilege  to  be  permitted  to  assist  in  estal  - 
lishing  good  institutions  in  a  growing  and  thrifty 
town ;  to  aid  in  securing  the  observance  of  the  bab- 
bath,  the  promotion  of  temperance,  the  organization 
of  schools  for  intellectual  and  religious  culture. 

It  is  a  still  higher  privilege  to  help  m  rearing 
a  spiritual  temple  for  God,  a  church  of  the  redeemed, 
in  which  the  ordinances  of  the  ffosnel  are  admmis- 


inheritance,  and,  through  the  ages  of  eternity,  to 

strive  to  comprehend  more  and  more  com  ’  ’  s 


,  ,  ~r  .  and  breadth,  the  height  and  depth  of  the  love 

tered,  and  souls  are  born  into  the  heavenly  kingdom.  0f  God,  which  passeth  knowledge. 
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That  temple  may  seem  insignificant  now,  and  blind 


unbelief  may  fail  to  recognize  the  firmness  of  its 
foundations,  the  beauty  of  the  superstructure,  or  the 
height  of  its  towering  pinnacles;  but  in  the  ages  to 
°ome,  the  Divine  Architect  will  claim  it  as  his  work, 
and  then  “shall  the  topstone  be  brought  in  with  shout¬ 
ings  of  grace,  grace  unto  it,”  and  the  humble  under¬ 
builders  shall  have,  from  his  gracious  lips,  their  due 
meed  of  praise. 

It  is  a  blessed  privilege  to  be  permitted  to  labour 
|  for  Christ;  to  point  sinners  to  the  Saviour  of  sinners; 
to  encourage  the  feeble,  to  strengthen  the  weak, 
to  reprove  the  erring,  to  comfort  the  afflicted,  and  re¬ 
joice  with  those  who  are  joyful  in  God.  It  is  es¬ 
pecially  a  privilege  to  do  this,  when  such  labour 
manifestly  tells  in  the  great  work  of  Christian  evan¬ 
gelization,  in  rearing  churches  which  shall  be  the 
fountains  whence  shall  “go  forth  the  streams  that 
make  glad  the  city  of  our  God;”  mother  churches, 
which,  in  the  not  distant  future,  shall  send  out  a 
host  of  daughters  to  Obey  the  Divine  injunction,  to 
worship  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holiness. 

It  is  a  glorious  privilege  not  only  to  labour  for 
Christ,  but  to  suffer  with  him,  to  understand  not  only 
the  power  of  his  redeeming  grace  and  dying  love,  but 
to  experience  also  the  fellowship  of  his  sufferings, 
“for,  if  we  suffer  with  him,  we  shall  also  reign  with 
him.”  This  honour  have  the  home  missionaries  to 
a  greater  extent  than  most  of  the  servants  of  Christ. 
It  is  not  unseldom  the  case,  that  their  course  lies 
through  manifold  perils;  perils  of  disease,  hunger, 
thirst,  and  nakedness ;  perils  by  waters,  by  robbers, 
and  above  all,  by  false  brethren ;  perils  of  flood  and 
field;  perils  from  ungodly  and  unreasonable  men, 
the  enemies  of  the  cross  of  Christ,  and  the  advocates 
I  of  a  godless  and  licentious  infidelity.  But  amid  all 
these  perils  and  dangers,  these  trials  and  sorrows,  it 
is  a  privilege  to  labour  for  llim  who  bore  all  our  sor¬ 
rows,  and  was  afflicted  in  all  our  afflictions. 

It  will  be  a  blessed  privilege,  one  transcending  all 
earthly  experience,  when  the  labours  and  toils  of  this 
earthly  pilgrimage  are  ended,  to  enter  the  home  of 
!  the  redeemed  above,  to  hear  from  the  gracious  lips 
0f  our  ascended  Redeemer  the  welcome  plaudit, 
“Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou 
into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord;”  to  sit  down  with  Abraham, 
Isaac,  and  Jacob,  with  prophets,  and  apostles,  and 
martyrs,  anH  with  the  great  multitude,  who,  through 
much  tribu’ation,  have  entered  upon  their  heavenly 


Such  are  some  of  the  privileges  of  the  le  mis¬ 
sionary.  Who  shall  say  that  they  are  n  f  com¬ 

mensurate  with  his  trials,  privations,  and  s  ificesl 
Home  Mission  Record. 

UNEMPLOYED  MINISTERS  AND 
VACANCIES. 

NO.  III. 

THIS  CODESE  PRACTICABLE. 

For  the  proof  that  the  course  I  suggested 
in  my  last  is  feasible,  I  present  only  two 
of  many  reasons  which  assure  my  own 
mind. 

1st.  It  is  the  scriptural  course,  accom¬ 
modated  to  the  present  exigencies.  Paul 
has  shown  us  how  to  waive  a  claim,  whose 
l  exaction  would  have  impeded  his  mission, 

I  but  whose  right  he  dare  not  omit  to  assert. 

|  And  the  Master  himself  declares  “the  la¬ 
bourer  worthy  of  his  hire,”  yet  does  not 
wait  till  the  twelve  and  the  seventy  have 
their  hire  stipulated  from  their  hearers,  or 
from  the  Sanhedrim,  or  from  the  temple, 
or  any  thing  of  this  sort.  He  bade  them 
to  go  forthwith — directed  them  how  to  pro¬ 
ceed,  and  when  they  returned,  appealed  to 
their  experience  of  the  adequacy  of  his  plan. 
“When  I  sent  you  without  staff  or  scrip, 
lacked  ye  any  thing?  And  they  answered, 
Nothing.”  Of  course,  they  lacked  the  out¬ 
fit,  the  extra  coat,  the  silver  and  the  gold, 
without  which  he  sent  them.  They  lacked 
many  things  we  would  crave  now,  and  per¬ 
haps  a  few  things  essential  to  us  now  in 
such  an  undertaking.  But  the  gist  of  the 
question  is,  whether  they  had  been  deprived 
of  any  thing  actually  needful  in  their  case, 
requisite  for  their  own  comfort,  or  service¬ 
able  to  their  mission?  And  to  this  they 
testify,  “Nothing.”  I  know  not  that  this 
guaranty  has  ever  been  withdrawn,  or  that 
it  is  any  less  verified  now  than  then.  Our 
wisdom  then  would  have  pronounced  the 
measure  indiscreet;  but  it  having  been 
proved  sufficient,  let  us  not  distrust  it  now. 


The  same  Saviour,  and  same  cause,  are 
our3. 

But  there  were  also  directions  coupled 
with  their  commission,  which  they  must 
observe,  to  claim  the  maintenance  implied. 
The  substance  of  them  was  to  be  wise  as 
serpents,  and  harmless  as  doves.  Inquire 
out  in  each  city,  who  is  worthy  to  receive 
you,  and  whether  entertainment  will  be  af¬ 
forded,  &3.  Of  course,  much  more  must 
be  ascertained  of  this  prudential  character, 
in  adapting  the  procedure  to  our  case.  It 
maybe,  “the  tent-makers  and  workers  of 
the  same  craft”  must  be  inquired  for.  But, 
unquestionably,  the  first  precept  of  regula¬ 
tions  in  our  cause,  is  the  right  man  in  the 
right  place.  “  Wise  as  serpents’” — what 
,  can  it  mean  but  employing  the  most  super¬ 
lative  tact  and  adroitness  in  adjustment  of 
measures?  Let  some  abstractly  affect  to 
frown  on  “policy”  It  was  with  no  lauda¬ 
ble  signification  that  Jesus  admitted,  “The 
children  of  this  world  are  wiser  in  their 
I  generation  than  the  children  of  light.”  I 
will  stand,  with  any  other,  to  contend  that 
our  conversation  should  be  “Yea,  yea;  nay, 
nay.”  But  I  will  not  have  to  argue  with 
any  man  who  is  familiar  with  the  work  of 
an  evangelist  in  new  settlements,  to  secure 
the  admission  that  the  same  grace  which 
sauctifies  learning  and  eloquence  to  its 
cause,  well  employs  the  judicious  adapta¬ 
tion  of  man  and  means  to  its  end. 

In  selection  of  looation,  then,  these  direc¬ 
tions  require  the  wise  combination  of  quali¬ 
fications  as  to  age,  social  habits,  skill  in 
finance,  domestic  economy,  pulpit  style, 
and  “patient  continuance  in  well-doing.” 
With  attention  to  these  on  our  own  part, 
let  us  enforce,  by  our  preaching,  according 
to  that  same  sagacious  direction,  God’s 
standing  ordinance,  already  named  so  often. 

*  “What!  beg  money  for  your  preaching?” 

No.  Tell  men  their  duty — impenitent,  pro- 
1  fane  men.  Why  not?  Their  response  is 
usually  more  liberal  than  of  many  who 
know  their  Lord’s  will,  and  do  it  not. 

A  second  reason  for  believing  the  plan 
to  be  practicable,  is  that  it  has  been  satis- 
>  faotorily  tried.  Here  I  am  reluctant  to 


state  how  I  know  so  well  of  its  trial;  but  if 
my  readers  accept  my  declaration  of  an 
earnest  desire  to  benefit  ray  Saviour’s  cause 
through  these  suggestions,  I  will  risk  the 
imputation  of  undue  personal  prominence, 
rather  than  fail  to  enforoe  the  practical  aim 
I  have;  to  make  the  impression  of  reality 
in  such  trial,  I  have  no  idea  the  case  I  giv: 
is  singular,  or  even  the  most  appropriate— 
l  only  relate  it  because  the  one  best  known 
to  me. 

After  ten  years  of  preparation,  and  on 
the  eve  of  entering  the  ministry,  I  was 
transferred  to  a  region  lying  almost  wholly  I 
|  without  the  boundaries  of  civilization,  at 
that  time.  The  Papal  Church,  and  a  fe^ 
Protestant  missionaries  among  the  savages, 
with  here  and  there  a  Methodist  preaobe 
among  the  scattered  immigrants,  were  * 
only  religious  provisions  to  be  named, 
casionally,  a  member  of  some  of  the  ev 
gelical  churches  oould  be  fbund;  but  th 
were  so  few  and  unorganized,  that  nothin 
scarcely  was  done  at  any  place  for  establish- 
,  meat  of  religious  organization.  The  region 
was  distant,  secluded,  and  forbidding,  yet  ; 
!  population  had  begun  to  flow  in  in  quest  of  j 
riches.  I  spent  my  long  season  of  isolation 
in  endeavouring  to  prepare  the  way,  and 
introduce  ministers  to  the  field.  At  length 
it  pleased  God,  in  this  distant  region,  to 
restore  the  hope  of  the  ministry,  of  which  I 
had  been  bereft.  My  long  desire  had  come 
within  my  reach.  I  secured  a  business  en¬ 
gagement  which  would  secure  me  competent 
support,  resolved  to  ask  licensure  from  my 
Presbytery,  and  return,  single-handed,  to 
the  field.  God  at  once  stirred  the  hearts  of 
two  Christian  men,  with  whom  I  had  prayed 
over  the  want  of  ministers,  and  to  whom  I 
now  communicated  my  purpose,  to  say 
“No”  to  my  plan  of  engaging  in  business. 
They  said,  “If  you  will  preaoh,  we  will  see 
that  you  have  a  support.”  My  licensure 
was  granted.  During  my  preparation  for 
it,  a  letter  arrived  from  another  quarter  of 
that  field,  which  I  had  explored  through  its 
whole  extent,  inviting  me  to  return  and 
labour  at  that  point,  and  saying  that  aid 
from  the  Homo  lYTisetonary  Society  wouM 
be  granted  me.  On  my  way  back  to  the 


field,  a  commission  overtook  me  from  our 
own  Board  of  Domestic  Missions,  through 
which  I  had  been  seeking  to  obtain  mission¬ 
aries  for  that  country.  This,  of  course,  X 
accepted.  My  location  was  selected.  Con¬ 
gregations  were  gathered,  and  stations  fixed 
as  outposts  of  labours.  After  a  year,  a 
little  church  was  organized,  and  a  house  of 
worship  erected.  But  for  six  years  I  oould 
have  among  this  people  no  call— no  salary 
of  stipulated  amount.  The  people  gave 
what  they  oould,  and  I  laboured  as  I  could, 
and  neither  lacked  nor  was  hindered.  And 
having  received  help  of  the  Lord,  I  continue 
at  the  same  post  to  this  day,  not  yet  so  long 
but  that  there  remaineth  still  very  much 
land  to  be  possessed  around  about  me,  but 
icng  enough  to  rejoiee  more  and  more  that 
1  the  Lord  hath  led  me  as  he  did — so  loDg, 
that  I  have  almost  forgotten  the  years  of 
trials,  on  account  of  the  seasons  of  joyful¬ 
ness  which  have  followed;  and  so  long, 
that  I  have  seen  most  of  my  classmates  and 
companions,  who  were  “ favourably  located ”  , 
at  the  outset  of  their  ministry,  unsettled,  , 
and  many  of  them  oftener  than  once. 

Thus  have  I  given  the  reason  of  the  hope  ; 
that  is  in  me,  concerning  this  course.  Its 
experience  inclines  me  mo3t  to  commend  it.  j 
And  if  there  are  any  who,  either  doubtfully  j 
or  anxiously,  would  inquire  more  perfectly  | 
concerning  this  way,  I  cheerfully  answer, 
anticipating  their  difficulties. 

*‘Did  I  not  resort  to  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions?  And  what  would  I  have  done  with¬ 
out  that  reliance?”  Certainly,  I  did  avail 
myself  of  this  aid,  and  in  perfect  compli¬ 
ance  with  my  understanding  of  my  Sa¬ 
viour’s  precept,  “Be  wise  as  serpents.” 
If  that  had  not  been,  something  else  would. 
I  should  have  turned  to  the  next  best  ex¬ 
pedient.  I  do  not  present  this  course  under 
the  delusion  that  the  Head  of  the  Church 
will  fulfill  his  engagement  to  us  without 
means,  but  relying  that  he  will  do  it  by 
some  means.  And  much  and  cordially  as  I 
approve,  and  love,  and  trust  our  Board  of 
Missions,  that  word  of  our  Master  is  a 
stronger  guaranty  to  us  than  the  pledge,  or 
the  Board  of  his  Church — that  is  the  faith 
on  which  we  must  lean. 


“Have  I  not  known  this  plan  fail?”  I 
have,  temporarily  at  least;  but  not  where 
any  other  plan  would  not  have  failed  as 
well.  Honoured  servants  of  Christ,  ready 
to  do  any  thing  for  support,  I  know  now 
absent  from  their  fields.  But  mark,  the 
reasons  are  that  the  population,  and  all 
means  of  self-support,  first  left  them,  or 
these  brethren  would  be  there  toiling  still, 
Boards  or  no  Boards. 

“  Have  I  not  suffered  privations  ?”  I  have, 
at  least,  met  trials;  but  where  they  have 
abounded,  goodness  much  more  abounded. 

I  desire  to  record  this  testimony.  During 
all  the  period  of  my  ministry,  I  think  I 
have  not  had  five  dollars,  except  what  was 
my  own  before  entering  it,  without  having 
an  immediate  need  for  it.  And  yet  it  has 
been  very  rare  that  I  have  required  five 
dollars  for  a  definite  use,  without  speedily 
finding  it.  I  have  passed  through  vexa¬ 
tion,  heart-sickness,  and  prospective  extre¬ 
mities  enough  to  cultivate  patience  and 
faith.  I  have  felt,  sometimes,  mingled 
envy  and  sadness,  when  compelled  to  see 
my  own  little  ones  deprived  of  delicacies 
which  other  children  knew  not  the  want  of 
means  to  buy;  but  far  more  than  consoled, 
when  I  have  seen  again  how  the  Saviour 
cared  for  these  sparrows  in  our  house,  as  he 
did  for  no  others.  Sometimes,  with  a 
crushed  spirit,  under  “heed  for  the  things 
of  to-morrow,”  I  have  told  my  troubles  in 
secret  to  our  Father  which  is  in  heaven, 

|  and  then  afterwards  found  that  he  had  pro¬ 
vided  the  things  of  to-morrow  before  I  asked 
him.  Our  situation  is  remarkable  for  iso¬ 
lation  during  a  long  winter,  and  twice  dur¬ 
ing  my  residence  here,  I  have  looked  scar-  j 
city  of  bread  in  the  face  for  this  long 
season;  yet  I  have  never  seen  an  emptied 
vessel  or  barrel  in  our  house,  but  another, 
filled,  was  ready  to  replace  it.  The  most 
of  all,  I  have  felt  the  want  of  means  to 
enlarge  the  sphere  of  my  labours  as  I 
might;  but  then  others  abroad  have  made 
me  the  almoners  of  their  bounty.  When  I 
say  that  I  have  built  entirely  my  own 
house,  I  only  mean  that  any  portion  of  it 
which  I  have  not  done  with  my  own  hands, 


I  did  far  more  than  equivalent  for  in  other 
ways;  but  my  dwelling  is  my  own,  and 
better  than  the  houses  of  nine-tenths  of 
those  to  whom  I  preach.  Five  brethren  I 
have  in  the  ministry:  do  I  send  to  warn 
them,  lest  they  also  come  to  this  place  of 
torment?  Nay.  Some  of  them,  at  least, 
occupy  pastorates  among  the  most  eligible 
in  our  Church;  and  yet  more  than  one  of 
them  would  wish  as  much  to  come  from 
thence  to  us,  as  we  to  pass  from  hence  to 
them.  I  cannot  count  upon  monthly  or 
quarterly  dues  as  regularly,  but  I  count  my 
salary  about  as  secure  as  those  coming  from 
Avenue  churches,  for  its  instrument  bears 
this  endorsement — “  Dwell  in  the  land,  and 
do  good,  and  verily  thou  shalt  be  fed.”  I 
have  been  constrained  to  give  these  details 
to  convince  that  mine  is  no  empirical 
scheme,  luring  my  brethren  into  disaster. 
I  have  furnished  an  honest  picture  of  what 
others  may  expect.  I  have  justified  my 
maxim,  or  rather  Our  Master’s,  “That  no 
one  ever  makes  a  sacrifice  for  him.”  I 
have  said  enough  to  vindicate  God’s  pro¬ 
mise  alike  to  me  and  to  all  others.  When 
he  now  asks,  “Sent  without  extra  shoes  or 
coat,  lacked  ye  any  thing?”  with  all  my 
heart,  I  answer,  “Nothing.”  “There 
failed  not  any  good  thing  of  all  that  the 
Lord  had  spoken  unto  me.  All  came  to 
pass.” 

Still,  there  is  another  point  that  may 
deter  earnest  and  courageous  men  from 
attempting  a  course  like  this,  more  than  an 
apprehension  of  want:  the  fear  of  such  dis¬ 
traction  from  study,  and  hindrance  from  a 
minister’s  duties,  as  destroy  his  usefulness, 
while  exhausting  his  strength.  I  reply 
frankly  for  myself,  I  have  felt  this  the 
hardest  cross  connected  with  my  station. 
But  grievous  as  this  burden  is,  it  may  be 
overweighed,  and  ought  never  to  be  stated 
without  its  attendant  alleviations.  Grant 
that  in  such  situation,  a  minister’s  dis¬ 
tractions  are  incessant,  it  must  be  remem¬ 
bered  also,  that  in  this  situation,  this  is  the 
very  style  of  labours  which  are  most  needed, 
and  most  effective;  this  intercourse  among 
|  men,  this  leavening  of  the  outer  habits, 


and  moulding  the  cast  of  his  community  by 
his  own  practice,  where  he  has  not  a  mem¬ 
bership  to  do  this  for  him.  That  man 
must  fail  here,  however  meritorious  he  be, 
who  would  shut  himself  in  his  study, 
only  to  appear  on  the  Sabbath,  or  ministe¬ 
rial  occasions.  Meanwhile,  he  is  learning 
man  himself,  not  his  writings:  an  essential 
study  for  all  who  would  reach  the  hearts, 
and  move  the  masses. 

Yet  with  strict  habits,  much  may  be 
done  in  systematic  study.  The  very  se¬ 
clusion  gives  advantage  for  the  prosecution 
— a  felt  necessity  compensates  for  many  in¬ 
centives  of  our  college  and  seminary  ardour. 
Others,  through  a  more  rigorous  system 
than  I  follow,  could  achieve  more  than  I;  . 
but  I  state  a  few  facts  for  their  encourage- ' 
ment.  I  have  in  my  shelves  more  than  j 
four  hundred  written  sermons,  prepared  i 
through  something  more  than  the  last  j 
eight  years;  and  I  have  in  the  same  time  | 
prepared  and  preached  an  almost  equal  j 
number,  without  writing.  I  preach  three 
times  each  Sabbath,  and  ride  twenty-five 
miles,  and  have  always  done  what  amount 
of  missionary  work  I  could  reach.  I  find 
time  for  the  daily  study  of  the  Bible  in  half 
a  dozen  languages.  I  manage  to  prevent 
the  dust  from  settling  deep  on  the  lids  of 
mathematics,  and  to  keep  the  pleasure  j 
fresh  in  classic  pages.  A  favoured  interval 
I  fill  with  the  Princeton  Quarterly  i ;  shorter 
allowances  I  give  to  a  half  dozen  monthlies; 
and  in  snatches  glean  as  many  religious 
and  secular  weeklies.  As  for  the  new 
books,  my  leisure  to  read,  and  ability  to 
purchase  are  about  equal. 

Could  I  venture  to  fkdd  to  these  evidences 
of  the  reliability  of  this  plan,  I  would  ad¬ 
duce  God’s  pledges  to  his  poor,  with  their 
proper  exertions.  For  his  ministers  are 
among  his  elect  poor.  And  then  I  would 
remind  my  readers  how  many  a  young  man 
has,  entirely  unaided,  and  at  great  expen¬ 
diture,  made  his  way  into  the  ministry. 
Why,  then,  may  he  not,  with  a  share  of 
support  at  least,  trust  himself  to  labour  in 
the  ministry?  But  I  forbear. 

Evangelist. 


E 


REV.  GLEN  WOOD,  CHICAGO. 

It  is  impossible  for  Christians  at  the  E^st  to  understand 
the  wonderful  accumulations  ofjfe&rk  upon  us  at  the  West.  A 
few  years  ago  Minnesota  contained  but  5,000  people  ;  now,  far 
beyond  this  point,  there  are  10,000  in  Cheyenne  alone,  which 
will  probably  contain  20,000  in  twelve  months.  One  can  go 
by  railroad  farther  west  from  Chicago  than  east ;  and  in  two 
years  a  line  of  cities  will  be  rising  all  the  way  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco. 

A  tremendous  conflict  is  going  on  for  the  possession  of 
this  vast  territory ;  the  powers  of  darkness  are  there  already, 
laboring  with  amazing  energy  and  success.  Rome  is  at  work 
there ;  and  a  priest  in  Chicago  has  boasted  that  one  third  of 
our  people  are  now  Romanists,  and  that  in  thirty  years  more 
they  will  control  the  nation.  The  seven  millions  now  at  the 
West  will  have  become  fifty  millions  before  we  have  passed 
away  ;  and  what  these  seven  millions  become  will  decide  what 
the  nation  shall  be.  .  ■/  • 

Mims  i  &  STAYING  CHURCH  DEBTS 

^~|^HE  Christian  Register  has  a  spicy 
X  article,  in  which  two  sharp,  selfish  fed 
church  members  are  represented  as  sta¬ 
ting  to  a  young  candidate  the  bargain 
they  wished  to  make  with  him.  The 
church  building  is  architecturally  ele¬ 
gant,  but  a  debt  of  six  thousand  dollars 
rests  upon  it.  The  proposition  is  to  pay 
the  pastor  one  thousand  dollars,  and  de¬ 
vote  the  balance  of  the  income  to  the 
payment  of  the  debt.  After  making 
them  state  it  fully  and  explicitly,  the 
young  man  calmly  replied — let  us  beg 
all  similarly  situated  to  ponder  his 
reply: 

“Gentlemen,  I  understand  the  case,  I 
believe,  exactly.  You  are  in  debt  six 
thousand  dollars,  and  want  me  to  pay  four 
thousand  of  it,  at  the  rate  of  four  hundred 
dollars  a  year,  till  it  is  liquidated.  I  ap¬ 
preciate  the  greatness  of  the  opportunity 
,  which  you  offer  me  to  be  generous,  and  I 
!  have  concluded  to  accept  your  offer,  so 
modified,  as  to  put  us  into  true  business 
relations,  viz: — You  give  me  a  call  to  settle, 
and  offer  me  fourteen  hundred  dollars  a 
year,  on  condition  that  I  will  pay  out  of 
my  own  pocket  annually  four  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  of  the  five  hundred,  which  the  parish 
are  to  appropriate  for  the  liquidation  of 
their  debt/7 

We  think  that  the  young  man  under¬ 
stood  the  case.  We  suppose  that  the 
committee  understood  it  after  he  spoke 
also.  How  many  ministers  have  paid 
church  debts,  and  have  never  been 
credited  with  them? 
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this  church  for  several  years.  The 
fruit  is  good  ;  for  this  church  gives,  as 
the  missionary  with  face  all  aglow 
told  the  writer,  “a  magnificent  box,” 
and  has  its  heart  drawn  closer  and 
closer  to  the  missionary  cause  every 
year.  Boxes  for  general  distribution 
are  also  required,  for  some  families 
need  but  part  of  a  box,  and  what  is 


t  can  be  given  to  another. 

churches  have  done  nobly,  and 
hxTmissionaries  are  profoundly  grate¬ 
ful  for  their  liberal  and  timely  bene¬ 
factions.  Much  earnest  work  is  being 
done  by  Christ’s  toiling  ones;  but 
there  is  no  special  interest  in  any  of 
our  churches,  except  at  Stillwater  and 
Hudson,  (Wis.)  where  we  learn  there 
is  considerable  interest.  We  are  occu¬ 
pying  all  the  important- points  along 
!  the  new  lines  of  railways,  and  as  fast 
as  circumstances  will  admit,  churches 


I 


will  be  organized. 


IOWA. 


Hiawatha. 
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HOW  A  MISSIONARY  S  BOX  IS  RECEIVED. 

- ,  Iowa,  Nov.  22,  1869. 

Mrs.  E.  A.  I. — Deur  Madam — We  have 
received  both  check  and  the  boxes.  The 
boxes  came  to  hand  on  the  morning  of  Thanks¬ 
giving  day.  It  was  indeed  a  God-send — so 
unsought-for  on  our  part,  and  yet  so  timely, 
and  abundantly  supplying  material  wants.  We 
kept  a  real  Thanksgiving  day  over  it,  and  in 
our  thanks  to  Him  who  feeds  the  ravens,  and 
clothes  the  lilies,  we  remembered  those  who 
had  so  kindly  ministered  to  the  comfort  and 
joy  of  one  of  Christ’s  servants.  Permit  me, 
sister  in  Christ,  through  you  to  thank  all  who 
have  helped  to  fill  that  box  you  sent  us,  and 
the  check  we  received  from  you ;  and  if  it  is 
more  blessed  to  give  than  to  "ceive,  as  the 
Bible  says  it  is,  then  I  must  that  our  cup 
was  full,  and  I  pray  that  yours  may  run  over. 
It  is  thus  that  the  missionary  is,  at  times, 
cheered  and  encouraged  by  kind  remem¬ 
brances  from  abroad.  It  is  thus  that  his 
severe  task  to  provide  for  his  own  is  lightened. 
It  is  thus  that  he  is  made  to  rejoice  even  in 
the  paths  of  self-denial  and  cross-bearing. 

My  father,  now  in  heaven,  died  a  mission¬ 
ary,  in  the  then  wilds  of  Wisconsin.  His 
only  son  has  been  a  missionary  ever  since  God 
called  him  into  the  field.  Only  once  before, 
and  this  was  also  by  kind  friends  from  Phila¬ 
delphia,  have  I  received  the  tangible  proofs  of 
Christian  love ;  and  we  truly  appreciate  it. 

Would  you  desire  to  know  somewhat  of 
domestic  missionary  life?  Mrs.  B.  does  her 
own  housework.  We  can  only  hire  the  wash¬ 
ing  done.  I  cut  my  own  wood ;  take  care  of 
cow  and  horse;  preach  twice  on  Sabbath; 
teach  a  large  Bible  class,  and  ride  on  horse- 


back  fourteen  miles;  and  this  besides 
toral  labor  of  two  churches.  Last  Thursday  ! 
morning  I  attended  a  Union  service  here  in 
town ;  took  a  hasty  dinner ;  rode  we‘st  seven 
miles ;  preached,  and  came  home  in  the  eve¬ 
ning  dripping  wet.  Such  are  some  of  my  ex¬ 
periences.  Still  I  glory  in  my  labors,  and  am 
far  from  being  tired  of  it.  As  long  as  God 
gives  me  strength  to  labor  for  Him  in  these 
Western  regions,  hardships  and  denials  shall 
not  drive  me  from  the  field. 

But  I  must  not  weary  you  in  writing  you  a 
long  letter.  Thank  that  jiged  mother  in  Christ 
who  aided  in  your  comforts  to  us,  in  our  be¬ 
half.  Soon  she  will  hear,  I  trust,  from  her 
blessed  Master,  “Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done 
it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these,  my  brethren, 
ye  have  done  it  unto  me;”  “Come,  ye 
blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom 
prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world.”  God  bles3  you  all,  kind  friends. 
Your  reward  is  sure,  for  God  has  taken  cog¬ 
nizance  of  your  labors  of  love;  and  as  you 
have  clothed  a  missionary  of  the  Cross,  so 
may  the  righteousness  of  our  blessed  Saviour 
enrich  your  souls  with  peace  and  joy  in  the 
Holy  Ghost. 

In  much  Christian  affection,  I  remain  truly 
yours,  J.  B. 

P.  S.  Mrs.  B.  joins  me  heartily  in  the 
well-wishes  to  all  who  have  remembered  us. 
She  thanks  you  especially  for  the  necessary 
articles, 
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Iowa. 

a  colporteur’s  experience. 

One  of  our  colporteurs  in  Iowa  writes  that 
his  horse  and  buggy  recently  became  mired  in 
one  of  the  deepest  and  worst  sloughs  in  that 
State.  Only  about  half  of  his  horse  was  visi¬ 
ble,  and  his  buggy  was  as  near  the  bottom  as 
it  could  well  get.  He  was  forced  to  get  out, 
detach  his  horse  from  the  buggy,  and  lead  it 
to  dry  land.  Then  he  waded  back  several 
times  for  his  books,  and  finally  brought  them 
ashore  unharmed.  He  then  returned  for.  his 
buggy,  separated  it  into  as  many  pieces  as  the 
mechanism  of  it  would  allow,  and  took  each 
piece  to  dry  land  by  itself.  Then,  finding  that 
one  of  his  boots  had  been  drawn  off  by  this 
novel  bootjack,  he  explored  the  slough  for  it 
until  he  found  it.  After  cleaning  the  mud 
from  horse  and  buggy,  and  getting  them  in 
travelling  trim,  he  seated  himself  on  the  bank 
of  the  slough,  and  taking  out  a  copy  of  Bun- 
jam’s  Pilgrim’s  Progress,  read  the  experience 


of  Christian  in  the  Slough  of  Despond ;  after 
which  he  went  on  his  way.  The  rest  of  his 
story  he  tells  in  these  words : 

“  A  woman  on  whom  I  called  would  like 
very  much  to  buy  some  books,  but  had  no 
money.  The  grasshoppers,  she  said,  took  the 
crop  last  year,  and  she  now  hadn’t  money 
enough  to  buy  bread.  As  she  was  smoking  at 
the  time,  I  could  not  help  expressing  my  sur¬ 
prise  that  some  people  had  no  money  to  buy 
bread  or  books,  but  had  enough  to  buy  to¬ 
bacco.  She  asked  if  I  did  not  use  it.  I  told 
her  no ;  that  I  had  never  tasted  it,  and  never 
expected  to  do  so.  ‘Well,’  said  she,  ‘per¬ 
haps  you  use  beer  or  whiskey.’  I  told  her 
that  I  used  neither,  and  spoke  a  few  words  on 
the  evils  resulting  from  their  use.  She  then 
said  I  could  talk  as  I  pleased;  that  it  was 
none  of  my  businsss  how  she  spent  her  money. 
Then  puffing  across  the  floor,  she  seized  an  old 
broom  and  said,  ‘Do  you  see  that  door?'  I 
said,  ‘Yes — I  sec  it.’  ‘Well,  then,’  she  re¬ 
plied,  ‘clear  out,  or  I  will  break  your  head  for 
you.’  I  looked  her  strait  in  the  eyes  and  said, 

‘  Just  wait  a  minute ;  let  us  pray  together  be¬ 
fore  you  do  it — kneel  down,  if  you  please.’ 
Her  daughter  and  I  did  so,  but  she  stood 
broom  in  hand,  and  as  motionless  as  Lot’s 
wife  after  her  sudden  crjrstallization.  After 
prayer  I  gave  her  some  tracts,  and  left  with  an 
unbroken  head.  The  last  I  saw  of  her  she 
stood  broom  in  hand. 
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Quite  apropos  to  this  matter  is  the  sub 
joined  communication,  senthy  an  unknown 
correspondent,  whose  name  we  should  be 
glad  to  receive.  We  append  to  it  an  article 
from  the  March  number  of  the  Record , 
which  will  more  fully  explain  the  painful 
circumstance  alluded  to  by  the  writer.  The 
sufferings  of  these  devoted  servants  of 
Christ  will  stir  many  hearts.  We  have 
learned  their  name  and  address,  and  should 
any  be  moved  to  send  us  money  to  relieve  j 
their  wants,  and  lighten  a  little  their  griev¬ 
ous  burden,  we  shall  be  happy  to  receive 
and  transmit  it : 

THE  LITTLE  BOY’S  COFFIN. 

No  wonder  our  worthy  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Domestic  Missions  groaned  in  spirit 
when  he  learned  that  one  of  his  most  labori¬ 
ous  missionaries  in  the  State  of  Illinois  had 
not  the  means  with  which  to  purchase  a 
coffin  for  his  dear  little  boy,  who  was  acci-  ' 
dentally  drowned.  Before  this  servant  of  the 
Lord  could  bury  his  dead  out  of  his  sight,  he 
must  go  and  borrow  money  with  which  to 
purchase  a  coffin  and  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  , 
cemetery,  promising  that  as  soon  as  he  re- 
\  ceived  his  quarterage  it  should  be  returned. 
The  missionary  says  : 

“lam  resigned.  Yet  it  makes  me  feel  sad 


v _  now  mat  me  money  e5|5ectBU  Jl'biir'  tii 

Board  for  another  quarter’s  work  performed 
is  to  be  applied  to  pay  for  my  darling’s  coffin 
and  lot,  and  to  settle  the  doctor’s  bill  for  my 
wife’s  subsequent  illness.” 

No  wonder  the  Secretary  groaned.  It  is 
enough  to  make  the  whole  church  groan.  I 
have  been  a  missionary  almost  the  whole  of  i 
my  ministerial  life,  and  know  how  to  sympa¬ 
thize  with  my  afflicted  brother.  I,  too,  have 
paid  for  a  coffin  out  of  missionary  funds.  He 
says  of  his  child  : 

“  He  was  dedicated  to  Christ,  and  his  favo¬ 
rite  idea  was,  as  he  said,  to  ‘  say  Jesus  to 
other  people.’  We  never  knew  a  brighter 
boy.  I  left  him  well  and  happy ;  thirty 
minutes  later  I  knelt  at  his  corpse.  He  was 
accidentally  drowned  in  a  cistern.  As  a  mis¬ 
sionary  not  working  for  riches  in  this  world, 
Jfound  that  I  could  not  even  buy  him  a  small 
coffin.” 

Where  is  the  parent’s  heart  that  does  not 
bileed,  and  the  Christian  benevolence  that  is 


not  aroused  at  such  intelligence  ?  Can  it  be 
that  that  bright  boy  must  be  sacrificed,  and 
that  servant  and  handmaid  of  the  Lord 
(“  for  the  blow  was  too  much  for  the  dear 
wife  ”),  well  nigh  crushed,  to  excite  the  be¬ 
neficence  of  Christ’s  people  ?  Can  it  be,  oh, 
my  God !  can  it  be  that  judgments  must  be 
sent  upon  thy  dear  children  to  awaken  a 
slumbering  church  to  more  extensive  liber¬ 
ality  in  supporting  thy  self-sacrificing  ser¬ 
vants  !  My  means  are  limited,  but  please 
find  enclosed  one  dollar,  to  be  forwarded  as 
an  expression  of  sympathy  to  that  afflicted 
brother  and  sister.  Surely,  God  will  put  it 
into  the  heart  of  some  one  of  his  stewards  to 
whom  he  has  intrusted  an  abundance  of  this 
world’s  goods,  to  send  at  once  the  amount 
necessary  to  pay  the  doctor’s  bill,  for  the 
burying-ground,  and  the  coffin.  s. 

F-  S. — I  read  the  above  to  my  wife,  and  she 
handed  me  fifty  cents,  to  be  forwarded  as  an 
expression  of  her  love  to  that  dear  brother 
and  sister. 


This  is  affecting,  but  let  us  listen  to  the 
patient,  most  touching  words  of  the  father 
himself  who  wrote  the  following  letter  to 
the  Record ,  in  which  he  has  told  his  story 
with  such  simplicity  and  faith  as  to  move 
the  most  stubborn  heart  : 


;rutn  of  the  gospel  oi  J  esus  onnsi 
commenced  fighting  almost  single-handed  the 
host  of  infidels,  Rationalists,  etc.  The  battle 
was  a  hard  one.  But  now  the  church  gather¬ 
ed  and  strengthened  here  nobly  assists  me. 
But  my  health  is  failing.  O  for  a  little  rest ! 

“  Our  work  is  progressing  gloriously,  but 
that  record  is  kept  in  heaven.  We  have  also 
completed,  during  the  last  few  months,  a  snug 
little  parsonage,  and  we  feel  more  at  home. 
They  tell  me  also  that  this  town  appears  to  be 
changed  since  I  labored  here.  We  have  gained 
one  step  by  arousing  public  sentiment  against 
Sabbath  desecration,  etc. 

“ I  am  encourged  to  ‘go  forward,’  leaning 
upon  His  promise  who  has  said,  ‘  I  am  with 
you  alway.’  Yet  while  writing  this  report,  a 
feeling  of  pain  and  sadness  steals  over  me.  A 
missionary’s  life,  although  in  many  respects  a 
happy  one,  because  he  labors  for  Christ,  is  yet 
one  of  many  trials.  We  had  a  bright  and 
lovely  little  boy  of  two  summers.  He  was  a 
favorite  with  all.  A  few  months  ago  he  was 
playing  by  my  side,  calling  me  by  fondest 
names.  He  was  dedicated  to  Christ,  and  his 
favorite  idea  was,  as  he  said,  ‘  to  say  Jesus  to 
other  people.’  We  never  knew  a  brighter  boy 
— I  left  him  well  and  happy — thirty  minutes 
later  I  knelt  at  his  corpse.  He  was  accident¬ 
ally  drowned  in  a  cistern.  As  a  missionary 
not  working  for  riches  in  this  world,  I  found 
that  I  could  not  even  buy  him  a  small  coffin  ; 
and  in  order  to  bury  him  ‘decently,’  I  had  to 
borrow  money  to  pay  for  his  little  coffin  and 
that  secluded  plat  of  ground  where  ‘  he  sleep- 
eth.’  This  blow  was  too  much  for  my  dear 
wife  ;  many  a  day  and  night  I  watched  with 
unspeakable  anxiety  at  her  couch.  The  good 
Lord  restored  her  to  me.  The  Lord  ‘doeth  all 
things  well.’  I  am  resigned.  Yet  it  makes 
me  feel  sad  just  now,  that  the  money  expected 
from  the  Board  for  another  quarter’s  work 
performed  is  to  be  applied  to  pay  for  my  dar¬ 
ling’s  coffin  and  lot,  and  to  settle  the  doctor’s 
bill  for  my  wife’s  subsequent  illness. 

“  I  shall  feel  better  as  soon  as  that  debt  is 
paid,  and  the  next  remittance  will  do  it.  The 
Lord  does  provide  so  graciously  for  all  our 
wants.  If  we  can  only  save  souls,  our  happi¬ 
ness  is  complete.  A  brighter  day  is  dawning. 

“  Hoping  and  praying  that  the  Lord  will  sus¬ 
tain  and  bless  not  only  your  Board,  but  all  the 
toiling  missionaries.” 


Illinois,  Reb.  1,  1870. 


11  Rev.  and  Rear  Sir :  Another  quarterly  re¬ 
port  is  due.  How  often  have  I  desired  to 
spend  a  few  hours  in  stating  and  enumerating 
facts,  like  some  of  my  worthy  brother  mission¬ 
aries,  but  I  can  hardly  ever  find  time  to  do  so. 
For  the  last  few  months  I  have  been  working 
from  five  o’clock  A.M.  till  eight  o’clock  P.M. 
The  scarlet  fever  is  ragingamong  our  Sabbath- 
school  children,  and  many  ‘have  flown  with 
the  angels  away.’  I  have  preached  in  both 
languages,  German  and  English,  as  often  as 
seven  times  a  week,  besides  visiting  the  sick 
and  the  dying. 

.  “  With  deepest  emotion,  and  yet  with  feel¬ 
ings  of  gratitude  to  the  Lord,  I  mark  the 
quarters’  as  they  roll  down  into  the  ocean  of 
eternity.  Three  months  gone  again,  with  all 
the  imperfections  of  this  life  !  gone,  too,  with 
the  many  anxieties,  and  tears,  and  pleadings 
a  i  -f  Throne  of  Grace,  the  work  performed 
anc  its  blessed  results.  But  the  record  is  kept 
m  heaven.  With  these  convictions  my  work 
commenced  in  the  morning;  with  these 


Reliflo us  /Destitution  on  tife  Pacific 
Hail  way. — Will  #or  readers  please  turn  to 
lire  article  on  this  Subject  in  this  week’s  paper, 
and  read  it  carefully?  The  great  necessities 
which  it  lays  bclere  the  Church  must  be  met, 
and '  ’the  responsibility  for  the  work  must  be 
met  by  individuals.  Who  will  give  money  for 
the  church  iip/Rawlings?  We  will  see  that  it 
is  sent,  if  Presbyterians  who  love  the  Church, 
and  the  souls*  of  the  wandering  and  perishing, 
will  send  it  &o  us — and  do- -it  speedily.  The 
Kawliijgs  church  first,  brethren,  and  the  others 
-  in  their  order. 


feelings  I  lie  down  in  the  evening.  The  Lord 
has  always  sustained  me.  For  three  vears  I 
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EXPERIENCES  AND  OBSERVATIONS 
IN  THE  ROCKY  MOUNTAINS. 

By  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson. 

The  fact  that  population  is  floating  and 
unstable  in  all  Western  cities  and  villages 
greatly  affects  evangelical  effort,  and  is 
often  the  source  of  discouragement  to  the 
missionary.  The  foundation  of  the 
church  laid ;  the  struggles  of  infancy 
passed  ;  souls  won  from  the  world,  and 
trained  into  workers;  the  church  brought 
into  position  for  more  extended  effort 
and  enlarged  usefulness ;  and  then  all  is 
crippled  by  the  removal  of  its  most  effi¬ 
cient  members.  It  is  rare  to  find  a  West¬ 
ern  man,  however  pleasantly  situated, 
who  is  not  ready  to  sell  out  and  remove. 
This  is  particularly  the  case  in  the  min¬ 
ing  regions.  Men  leave  their  families 
behind  them  and  go,  expecting  to  remain 
only  until  they  can  make  their  “pile.” 
Consequently  they  feel  but  little  interest 
in  improving  the  towns  where  they  so¬ 
journ,  ignore  comfortable  houses  and 
pleasant  surroundings,  as  they  are  un¬ 
willing  to  incur  the  expense  for  so  short 
a  time. 

Having  occasion  to  call  early  one  morn¬ 
ing  upon  a  leading  merchant  in  a  young 
city  of  fifteen  hundred  inhabitants,  I 
found  that  he  had  not  yet  risen.  Going 
to  his  lodging  place,  I  found  him  with 
a  dozen  others,  rolled  up  in  their  blan¬ 
kets,  and  occupying  the  dirt  floor  of  a 
log  cabin.  A  leading  lawyer  of  the  same 
city  having  invited  me  to  his  office,  I 
found  on  the  floor  in  one  corner  of  the 
room  a  buffalo  skin  and  blankets,  which 
composed  his  bed.  They  do  not  call  this 
living,  only  staying.  Under  such  cir¬ 
cumstances  they  feel  but  little  interest  in 
building  up  churches. 

Again  the  prospect  of  large  and  rapid 
gains,  and  the  possibility  of  a  large  for¬ 
tune  through  the  discovery  of  valuable 
mines  or  a  chance  nugget,  seems  to  swallow 
up  every  other  emotion.  They  have 
come  to  secure  a  fortune,  and  everything 
else  must  bend  to  that.  They  have  no 
time  or  thought  for  churches.  The  Sab¬ 
bath  is  frequently  the  day  of  their  great¬ 
est  gains.  Moreover  these  communities 
are  poor.  The  expense  of  living  is  enor¬ 
mous.  In  quartz-mining  settlements  the 
proceeds  are  sent  East.  In  placer  min¬ 


ing,  a  prodigality  of  living  and  a  tenden¬ 
cy  to  gambling  are  induced,  which  leave 
them  impoverished. 

Church  Buildings. 

The  reasons  which  wisely  urge  to  the 
erection  of  churches  in  the  agricultural 
districts  of  the  West,  such  as  the  building 
up  and  perpetuation  of  the  church  or¬ 
ganization,  the  relief  of  the  minister,  and 
his  better  support,  are  still  more  cogent 
and  forcible  when  applied  to  the  mining 
districts.  For  in  many  of  these  places 
there  are  no  halls  or  school-houses  where 

f 

the  people  can  be  called  together  for  wor¬ 
ship.  And  however  romantic  it  may  be 
to  worship  out  under  the  broad,  blue 
canopy  of  heaven,  or  in  a  hurdy-gurdy 
dance-house,  or  abilliard  saloon,  separat¬ 
ed  by  a  thin  screen  from  the  bar,  in  full 
operation,  and  the  clinking  of  the  glasses 
chiming  in  with  the  hymns  of  praise,  yet 
it  is  impossible,  with  such  surroundings, 
to  secure  reverence  in  worship,  or  profit 
to  the  worshipper.  Take  the  experience 
of  a  good  brother,  who  preached  one 
Sabbath  in  an  unfinished  store-room, 
while  in  an  adjacent  apartment,  separat- 
1  ed  by  an  open  board  partition,  was  held 
at  the  same  hour  a  prize  fight,  and  the  ; 
disgusting  slang  phrases  of  the  ring  were 
heard  as  distinctly  as  the  sermon.  The 
greater  portion  of  the  community  attend-' 
ed  the  fight,  and  the  remainder  might  as 
well  have  done  so,  as  far  as  any  profit 
was  received  from  the  service. 

Or  another — “A  minister  engaged  a 
store  and  liquor  shop  for  preaching  every 
Sabbath  evening.  At  the  appointed  hour 
the  hammer  fell ;  goods  were  replaced  on 
the  shelf,  and  a  hoarse  voice  announced 
*  Nothing  will  be  sold  for  three-quarters 
of  an  hour.  We  are  going  to  have 
preaching.  If  you  don’t  want  to  listen, 
you  can  leave  !’  ” 

Again  and  again  during  the  past  Sum¬ 
mer  have  some  of  our  faithful  band  of 
missionaries  been  prevented  from  holding 
services  at  certain  places  for  the  want  of 
a  room.  Must  the  few  who  have  already 
entered  upon  the  work,  and  the  many 
who  under  the  stimulus  of  reunion  shall 
soon  go — shall  these  representatives  of  the  j 
Church  be  compelled  without  an  altar  or 
rallying  point  to  waste  their  energies  in 
an  almost  hopeless  undertaking  of  build¬ 
ing  up  the  kingdom  ?  Shall  this  state  of 


\,y 


|  tilings  continue  ?  If  not,  then  the  means 
must  very  largely  come  from  abroad  for 
the  erection  of  church  edifices. 


Heading  Hooms. 

In  connection  with  the  chapel  should 
be  a  reading-room,  where  our  sons  fresh 
from  home  and  the  family  altar,  can 
spend  their  evenings  in  reading  or  cor¬ 
respondence. 

T  ae  miners  are  generally  without  fam¬ 
ilies  ;  they  have  no  home.  They  sleep 
in  tents  or  bunks,  or  on  the  ground  in  log 
huts,  and  in  many  of  the  mining  villages 
the  only  rooms  that  are  well  warmed,  and 
lighted,  and  cheerful,  are  the  gambling 
and  whiskey  saloons.  Hence  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  Church,  led  out  there  by  bu- 


enough 


One  missionary  was  iortunate 
to  secure  for  a  few  weeks  a  tent,  while  the 
owner  %as  off  on  a  visit.  These  resorts 
may  do  very  well  in  Summer  for  unmar¬ 
ried  men.  But  a  permanent  and  married 
ministry  (and  it  is  just  the  population 
where  the  missionary’s  wife  is  most  need¬ 
ed)  must  have  parsonages.  Usually  a  suit¬ 
able  house  cannot  be  rented ;  the  con¬ 
gregation  are  unable  to  build  one  ;  the 
missionary  has  not  the  means  ;  and  the 
responsibility  falls  back  upon  the  Church 
at  large.  This  is  a  serious  and  vital  ques¬ 
tion. 

During  the  past  few  months,  three 
ministers  well  qualified  for  the  work,  in 
looking  to  this  field  of  labor,  have  ear¬ 
nestly  considered  whether  it  was  not  their 


smess,  have  no  other  places  of  resort  than  n  ,  ,  .  ,.  .  „  ... 

..  .  ,  duty  to  leave  their  families  behind  them, 

these  saloons  frequented  by  the  vilest  of  .  ^  , .  .  , .  ...  ... 

A  And  thio  nn  Ad+1  An  -rm  I  I  vaaiiv  vtnrn  attawt 


,  ,,  J  P  .  .  And  this  question  will  recur  with  every 

both  sexes  ;  while  the  fumes  of  tobacco  ,  /  ,,  tl  •  , 7  , 

advance  of  the  Church.  It  is  one  that 


and  whiskey,  and  the  most  unblushing  „  ,  .  ,  „  .  ,  . 

„  J , ,  .  ...  affects  comfort,  usefulness,  and  efficiency, 

profanity  and  lewd  ness  tend  to  blunt  the  .  .  .  . 

„  J  ,  The  wife  of  a  pioneer  missionary,  who 


finer  moral  perceptions,  if  they  do  not  .  ,  ..  ,  ...  - 

. .  „  p  .  has  herself  felt  something  of  these  dis- 
msensibly  lead  to  the  same  me  of  sm  ^  -  a 

_  ,  ^  .  comforts,  and  seen  more  of  them  m  the 

and  shame. 


A  reading-room,  in  connection  with 


sad  experience  of  others,  lately  remarked 
that  if  she  had  a  million  of  dollars  to 


the  chapel,  could  be  cheaply  provided  and  .  ..  ,  .,  .  . .  .. ,  ,  . 

.  .  7  ’  .  ,  leave  the  Church,  it  should  all  be  spent  m 

maintained,  and  would  at  least  remove 


the  necessity  of  frequenting  questionable 
places. 

Parsonages. 

The  providing  of  accommodations  for 


the  erection  of  parsonages.  Important 
as  they  are  in  other  sections,  here  they  ark 
a  necessity. 

Cost  of  Living 

In  the  territories  is  enormous.  To 


the  masses,  suggests  accommodations  for  sustain  missionaries  in  those  sections  the 
the  missionary.  That  which  may  be  left  church  must  enable  the  Committee  of 
to  individual  churches  in  other  sections,  Home  Missions  to  pay  liberally.  The 
must  here  be  done  by  the  Church  at  large.  noble  band  of  heroes,  who  on  the  front 
Like  the  aggressive  movements  of  a  are  laying  the  foundations  Gf  the  Church, 
great  army  carrying  all  their  appliances  _wbo  travei  miles  through  storm  and  sun- 
with  them  ;  or  like  the  Pacific  Bailroad  sbjn6)  heat  and  cold,  fording  streams, 

Company,  not  only  constructing  its  track  facing  dangers,  and  subjecting  themselves 
and  providing  the  cars,  but  also  building  to  almost  every  specie8  ol  gacJ.ifice  to 

its  own  hotels  at  suitable  distances  for  the  meet  appointments  and  prepare  the  way 
refreshment  of  travellers;  so  in  this  great  for  tbe  advan06  of  the  Church,— surely 
forward  movement  of  the  Church,  it  is  sbould  be  sustained  with  a  liberal  ex- 
not  only  necessary  to  send  the  missiona-  penditure  of  means.  To  the  hardships 
ry  and  provide  a  church,  but  also  to  fur-  jncfdent  f0  the  work,  should  not  be  add- 
nish  him  shelter.  cd  the  crushing  anxieties  of  an  insuffi- 

Various  have  been  the  shifts  resorted  c;en^  support, 
to  the  past  season.  A  bed  at  the  railroad] 
hotel  was  from  $2  to  $3  per  night.  The 


limited  means  of  the  missionary  could 
not  afford  that.  Consequently  the  more 
usual  experience  has  been  that  of  rolling 
up  in  a  blanket  and  securing  permission 
to  sleep  on  the  counter  of  some  store. 


On  Monday  morning,  July  12, 1  had  the 
pleasure  of  attending  a  meeting  of  about 


thirty  pastors  and  elders  of  Sail  Francisco 
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and  vicinity,  and  about  equally  divided  be¬ 
tween  Old  and  New  Scliool.  The  topic  dis¬ 
cussed  was  the  general  aspects  and  needs  of 
the  California  mission  field.  The  distinc¬ 
tion  between  the  two  branches  of  the  Church  ! 
is  scarcely  known  here.  It  is  felt  that  the 
Presbyterian  work  of  the  State  is  one,  and 
that  a  more  earnest  effort  must  be  made  for 
its  promotion.  The  conference  was  of  great 
service  to  me  in  the  immediate  objects  which 
brought  me  hither. 

Nothing  is  so  important  to  the  work  on 
this  coast  as  a  thorough  understanding  be¬ 
tween  the  Boards  and  Churches  at  the  East 
and  the  men  who  are  here  to  do  the  common 
work,  and  who  must  have  help.  The  Cali¬ 
fornia  character  is  too  independent  to  ex¬ 
plain  itself  very  much.  It  pushes  ahead 
with  direct  strides  and  few  words,  assuming 
that  its  good  motives  are  understood  of 
course.  On  the  other  hand,  Eastern  Church¬ 
es  have  been  too  ready  to  assume  that  Cali¬ 
fornia  is  rich,  and  should  carry  on  her  owrn 
Christian  work  unaided.  They  have  not  du¬ 
ly  estimated  the  greatness  of  the  task  to  be 
done  here,  nor  the  fewness  of  those  who  are 
expected  to  do  it.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  the  mass  of  men  who  came  to  this  coast 
came  for  objects  far  enough  from  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  Christ’s  kingdom.  Great  as  is  the 
harvest  the  real  laborers  are  few. 

At  the  above  named  meeting  questions 
were  freely  asked  and  frankly  answered  on 
all  points  of  doubt  or  difficulty  with  regard 
to  the  whole  work  of  evangelization  on  this 
coast.  From  that  interchange,  and  from 
general  observation,  I  reach  these  conclu¬ 
sions  : 

(1)  The  work  is  more  difficult  in  Califor¬ 
nia,  owing  to  the  character  of  its  first  settle¬ 
ment,  than  in  any  other  of  our  new  States. 
Society  is  wonderfully  materialistic.  Every¬ 
body  is  young  and  healthy  and  never  going 
to  die.  A  ranch  on  the  San  Joaquin,  or  an 
interest  in  the  “Eureka,”  or  the  “Hay¬ 
wood,”  is  more  valued  than  all  the  treasures 
which  moth  and  rust  cannot  corrupt. 

(2)  The  few  Christian  men  and  women 
who  are  found  in  the  new  towns  have  gener¬ 
ally  made  great  effort  to  secure  religious  in¬ 
stitutions — as  one  lady  told  me,  they  often  pay 
almost  their  “bottom  dollar.”  The  empha¬ 
tic  testimony  of  the  leading  pastors  and  lay¬ 
men  of  San  Francisco  attests  their  zeal.  The 
idea,  sometimes  advanced  in  the  East,  that 
churches  are  often  built  merely  to  advance 


the  price  of  real  estate,  is  treated  by  these 
men  as  absurdly  false. 

(3)  The  churches  or  individuals  in  San 
Francisco  have  nobly  responded  to  the  calls 
of  the  feeble  country  churches  for  aid.  They 
have  given  not  once  but  many  times  a  year, 
and  in  liberal  amounts. 

(4)  The  small  churches,  however,  have  not 

been  in  the  habit  of  contributing  to  the  gen¬ 
eral  objects  of  benevolence.  The  Synod  of 
Alta  California  will  be  found  nearly  blank  on 
all  the  causes  of  the  Assembly.  There  are 
two  reasons  for  this  short-coming.  One  is 
that  Californians  have  never  learned  the 
power  of  little  things.  They  despise  small 
change  in  trade,  and  on  the  same  principle 
they  take  no  collections  unless  they  are  rich 
enough  to  take  a  large  one.  They  forget  the 
story  of  the  widow’s  mite,  and  they  forget 
that  the  Eoman  Catholics  raise  $900,000  a 
year  by  penny  collections.  \ 

Another  difficulty  is  that  most  California  j 
churches  take  a  collection  at  each  service —  j 
at  least  on  each  Sabbath — for  their  pastor’s 
support.  This  places  pastors  in  a  position 
to  discourage  or  neglect  the  benevolence  of 
their  people.  Some  of  them  are  frank 
enough  to  say  that  they  do  not  ask  their 
congregations  to  give  to  other  objects,  be¬ 
cause  it  is  virtually  taking  thewffiole  amount 
from  their  own  pockets.  There  is  some¬ 
thing  wrong  about  this.  Such  an  arrange¬ 
ment  would  ultimately  shrivel  up  the  benev¬ 
olence  of  both  pastor  and  people.  Those 
who  are  on  the  ground  know  better  than  I 
how  to  remedy  the  difficulty,  but  the  gen¬ 
eral  principle  is  as  obvious  as  the  sunlight, 
that  pastors  ought  to  be  supported  in  such 
ways  as  shall  not  interfere  with  general  be¬ 
nevolence.  And  it  is  equally  true  that  the 
better  a  people  are  trained  in  general  chari¬ 
ty,  the  more  liberally  will  they  support  their 
pastors. 

Anyhow  I  have  faith  to  believe  that  this 
naturally  generous  people  will  yet  become 
our  distant  Macedonia,  and  that  these  small 
churches,  like  the  old  Macedonians,  will  one 
day  be  held  up  to  Christendom  as  models  of 
benevolence,  giving  “  even  of  their  poverty” 
for  Christ’s  cause. 

(5)  I  have  been  chiefly  impressed  with  the 

great  want  of  men  to  enter  this  grand  field 
of  the  Pacific  coast— and  the  right  kind  of 
men.  We  have  been  told  that  only  those 
who  had  had  exoerience  should  come  out  to 


California.  This  has  been  said  on  the  floor 
of  the  Assembly  and  elsewhere.  Without! , 
attempting  to  judge  of  the  applicability  of  : 
this  remark  to  San  Francisco,  I  am  inclined, 
to  think  that  in  the  general  work  of  the  : 
State,  young  men  direct  from  the  Seminary  ■ 
are  quite  as  likely  to  succeed.  There  are 
such  men  now  who  are  doing  nobly.  What 
is  needed  is  good  and  flexible  talent,  self- 
denying  piety,  and  strong  common  sense. 
And  all  these,  to  use  the  vernacular  of  the 
coast,  must  rest  on  a  “  bed  rock ”  of  manli¬ 
ness. 

It  may  be  quite  as  well  for  the  young 
preacher  that  he  has  never  known  the  com¬ 
parative  luxuries  of  an  eastern  charge — nev-! 
er  had  a  sympathizing  flock  of  Christian 
ladies  who  prayed  for  him  when  others  fail-  j 
ed,  who  praised  his  sermons,  and  sent  him 
slippers,  and  invited  him  to  tea. 

He  might  miss  these  things  in  some  por¬ 
tions  of  this  more  masculine  country.  But 
if  he  comes  as  a  man  among  men,  full  of  the 
spirit  of  Christ,  and  comes  not  to  see  the; 
country  for  a  year  or  two,  but  to  remain  here 
and  become  thoroughly  identified  with  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  its  grand  future,  he  will  gain  for 
himself  a  hearty  sympathy  and  cooperation, 

|  More  men  is  the  cry  S  There  is  no  lack  of 
|  our  country’s  eager  youth  in  all  the  avenues 
of  enterprise  here.  They  come  in  multi¬ 
tudes  wherever  a  new  prospect  of  wealth  is 
presented,  whether  in  California,  or  Nevada, 
or  Idaho.  Are  there  not  many  others  of  the 
I  same  ardor,  and  sinew',  and  enterprise,  who 
will  come  among  them  with  the  sole  errand 
of  doing  good,  and  make  them  believe  it ! 

I  would  like  to  go  up  to  the  highest  peak  of 
I  the  Sierras,  and  sound  a  trumpet  through 
our  whole  land  for  earnest  and  consecrated 
laborers  in  this  boundless  vineyard. 

By  the  way,  I  see  in  The  Evangelist, 
that  the  racy  and  ubiquitous  “T.  L.  C.”  is 
pained  at  seeing  no  church  edifices  in  a  ride 
of  twenty-five  miles  through  Iowa.  What 
would  he  think  of  “ the  regions  beyond”? 

The  only  church  structure  of  any  kind  on 
the  line  from  Laramie  to  the  foot  of  the  Si¬ 
erra  Nevadas,  twelve  hundred  miles,  are  the 
“  Church  Buttes,”  and  they  have  been  closed 
for  many  ages.  The  number  of  grogshops, 
within  the  same  distance,  cannot  be  less  than 
!  a  thousand,  and  they  are  all  open  day  and 
j  night. 

When  shall  the  chariot  of  salvation  keep 
pace  with  the  devil — nay,  overtake  him  and 
grind  him  to  powder  ? 


- - - — Mourner »  «***«<* - -  - 

A  JOINT  CALL,  Jj 

Our  two  Secretaries  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  are  working  together.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  like  precious  ointment  and 
the  dew  of  Hermon.  It  is  a  joint  call 
to  young  ministers  to  go  to  the  front. 
We  publish  it  that  it  may  be  read  by 
unemployed  ministers,  that  its  light 
in  regard  to  the  field  may  shine,  and 
that  our  readers  may  see  the  workings 

of  reunion: 

HOME  missions. 

Mission  House, 

907  Arch  St.,  Phila.,  Pa. 

Presbyterian  Rooms, 

30  Vesey  St.  (Astor  House  Block), 

New  York.  P.  0.  Box  No.  3863. 

“I  have  written  unto  you,  young  men,  be¬ 
cause  ye  are  strong.” — l  John  ii.  14. 


YOUNG  MEN  FOR  THE  FRONT. 

Dear  Brother :  The  fond  hope  of  more 
thorough  and  extensive  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  work,  and  increased  efforts  for 
the  evangelization  of  the  destitute  and 
neglected,  has  been  one  of  the  inspir-J 
ing  causes  of  the  late  Reunion  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

So  many  people  are  scattered  far 
and  wide  in  the  new  States  and  Terri¬ 
tories,  like  sheep  without  a  shepherd; 
so  many  new  centers  of  population  are 
made  in  this  broad  field,  that  there  is 
the  most  urgent  demand  for  mission¬ 
aries  to  care  for  their  spiritual  welfare. 

In  Michigan,  for  instance,  the  north¬ 
ern  half  of  the  State  is  rapidly  filling  up 
with  a  population,  a  larger  proportion 
of  which  are  natives  of  our  own  coun¬ 
try,  than  is  found  in  most  of  the  West¬ 
ern  States,  and  therefore,  in  any  given 
number  of  people  there  are  more  that ! 
can  be  reached  immediately  by  our 
Missionaries  than  in  some  other  States. 

I  An  intelligent  layman  writes  from  De¬ 
troit  as  follows:  “Oh  how  much  we 
need  an  army  of  consecrated  men  for 
this  wilderness  of  Michigan.  There 
are  several  new  towns  along  the  new 
Railroads,  and  others  will  spring  up 
speedily.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  we 
had  a  dozen  men  to  put  in  this  part 
of  the  State,  our  churches  here  might 
be  spurred  up  to  give  them  a  support.” 

In  Wisconsin  one  of  the  Presby¬ 
teries  speaks  of  “destitute  places,  un- 
snpplied  with  preaching,  and  vacant 


churches,  some  wasting  away  and  oth¬ 
ers  being  alienated  away  from  us,  for 
the  want  of  spiritual  oversight  and 
care.” 

In  Iowa  we  are  told  that  in  the 
western  portion  of  the  State  there  are 
twenty-six  counties  in  which  there  is 
no  Presbyterian  church.  The  latest 
estimate  of  the  entire  population  of 
the  State  is  900,000.  The  population  j 
of  Western  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  it  is 
estimated,  has  grown  during  the  past 
five  years  from  about  5,000  to  150,000. 
In  this  population  there  is  a  fair  per¬ 
centage  of  Presbyterians. 

In  Western  Missouri  alone  there 
are  said  to  be  25  or  30  counties  where 
we  have  no  church.  Three  men  at 
least  are  needed  in  North  Eastern 
Missouri,  and  other  places  are  already 
open  in  the  western  part  of  the  State 
,  for  15  or  18  more,  to  say  nothing  of 
points  full  of  promise  where  as  yet  no 
organization  has  been  made.  A  Mis¬ 
sionary  in  South  Western  Missouri 
says:  “Our  prospects  for  a  rapid 
growth  were  never  so  promising  as 
now.” 

In  Kansas  20  Presbyterian  churches 
were  formed  last  year.  As  many  more  j 
will  need  to  be  formed  the  present  J 
year. 

Add  to  all  this  the  need  in  Colorado  ! 
and  Montana,  California  and  Oregon, 
along  the  Pacific  Railway,  and  in  all 
the  older  States  of  the  West,  like  Il¬ 
linois,  Indiana  and  Ohio,  and  the  de¬ 
mand  for  men  is  inexpressibly  urgent. 

But  where  are  the  men  to  be 
found — and  to  whom  shall  the  appeal 

be  made?  The  old  men  can  not  go. 
The  middle-aged  men,  surrounded  by 
their  children,  just  now  needing  the 
advantages  of  education,  can  not  go. 
Neither  of  these  classes  can  readily 
adapt  themselves  to  the  West,  or  take 
root  among  the  young  and  ardent  men 
that  form  so-  large  an  element  in  its 
population.  We  need  young  men  for 
this  work.  On  whom  shall  we  call, 
if  not  on  those  about  to  leave  our  The¬ 
ological  Seminaries?  If  any  class  can 
go  they  can.  If  they  will  not  go,  the 
harvest  already  ripe  will  not  be  gath¬ 
ered,  the  destitute  will  not  be  supplied 
with  the  means  of  grace. 

Dear  Brother,  will  you  go  to  the 
West?  Will  you  endeavor  to  interest 
your  classmate^  and  associates  to  join 
you,  and  thus  go  together  to  some  new 


State  or  Tei  ritory  where  you  can  settle 
near  each  other,  meet  one  another  in 
Presbytery  or  Synod,  assist  each  other 
in  special  efforts  for  the  cause  of  Christ. 

We  invite  you  to  a  work  which  Pauli 
delighted  in,  namely:  laying  founda¬ 
tions  for  himself,  and  not  building  up¬ 
on  another  man’s.  We  invite  you  to 
go  and  preach  the  gospel  where  there 
are  no  others  to  do  it;  to  organize 
churches;  to  plant  Sabbath-schools; 
to  erect  church  edifices,  to  win  souls 
to  Christ.  We  invite  you  to  go  where 
you  must  bear  a  prominent  part  in 
laying  all  the  foundations  for  civil  so¬ 
ciety;  where  your  influence  will  be 
felt  in  framing  the  laws,  in  planting 
Academies,  Colleges,  and  Seminaries  of 
learning;  where  you  can  shape  or  con¬ 
trol  the  opinions  and  conduct  of  men, 
and  by  all  such  methods  of  early,  often 
immediate  responsibility,  give  form  and 
direction  to  all  things  on  which  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  men  and  the  growth  of  the 
Church  depend.  Will  you  p  rayerfully 
consider  the  question,  and  inquire  of 
the  Lord  if  he  would  have  you  devote 
yourself  to  building  for  Christ,  where 
the  institutions  of  the  Church  and  the 
ordinances  of  the  gospel  are  not  known? 
We  need  to  send  an  unusual  large 
number  of  men  to  the  frontier  this 
year.  We  should  like  to  confer  and 
correspond  with  you,  and  all  others 
like  you.  We  can  offer  you  great  op¬ 
portunities  for  doing  good,  and  prob¬ 
ably  make  satisfactory  arrangements 
for  your  support.  The  people  are 
ready  to  hear  the  gospel;,  the  church¬ 
es  are  ready  to  sustain  you. 

If  you  will  go  for  us,  we  shall  be 
glad  to  hear  from  you  soon,  and  learn 
what  part  of  the  West  you  prefer,  that 
we  may  make  for  you  satisfactory  ar¬ 
rangements  with  congregations  that 
are  waiting  to  receive  you. 

Yours  truly, 

O.  W.  Musgrave, 

.  Sec.  Board  of  Domestic  Missions. 

H.  Kendall, 

Sec.  of  the  Committee  of  Home  Missions, 
j  March  1,  1870. 

/  wk?  Traveling  two  hundred  miles  be¬ 
lied  his  circuit,  two  hundred  miles  beset 
tans,  two  hundred  miles,  and  smallpox  all 
,  ough.  the  country,  two  hundred  miles,  a  stranger 
in  a  strange  land  !  IIow  indifferently  woqld  cold  eyes 
look  upon  his  spitting  blood  !  How  carelessly  would 
strangers  utter,  “That  man  is  very  sick,  I  shouldn’t 
wonder  if  he  should  die”  !  He  rode  the  two  hundred 


) 


miles,  lie  passed  through  all  the  difficulties  for  the 
privilege  of  laboring  through  the  spring  and  the  sum¬ 
mer.  When  the  autumn  came  he  lay  down  to  his  rest, 
and  crying,  “‘Glory,  glory  to  God!’  until  his  hands 
fell  on  his  breast,  he  expired  in  peace.”  Many  years 
have  passed  since  his  lips  were  closed  in  Nashville, 
but  to  day,  from  the  banks  of  the  Cumberland,  his 
sweet  song  of  victory  again  arises,  “Glory  to  God!” 
These  were  two  men,  undistinguished  among  the  toil¬ 
ers  in  the  great  work  of  evangelizing  the  West.  There 
were  others  who  toiled  as  much,  who  passed  through 
as  many  dangers,  and  who  rose  to  greater  distinction. 
The  great  figure  that  stands  out  prominently  in  this 
most  interesting  volume,  is  Bishop  Asbury.  He  was 
strong — strong  even  in  his  sufferings,  and  does  not 
seem  to  need  our  sympathy  much.  He  says  very  sim¬ 
ply,  and  in  the  way  of  telling  his  story:  “Our  way  is 
over  mountains,  steep  hills,  deep  rivers,  and  muddy 
creeks — a  thick  growth  of  reeds  for  miles  together, 


1  and  no  inhabitants  but  wild  beasts  and  savage  men. 
I  slept  an  hour  the  first  night,  and  about  two  the  last. 
We  ate  no  regular  meals;  our  bread  grew  short,  and 
'  i  I  was  much  spent.”  He  saw  “the  graves  of  the  slain, 
twenty-four  in  one  camp,  who  had  a  few  nights  pre¬ 
vious  been  murdered  by  the  Indians.”  There  it  is _ 

all  in  five  or  six  lines,  easy  enough  to  get  over  in  a 
book,  sounding  like  a  mere  fancy  as  one  rolls  through 
Kentucky  on  the  railroad;  but  0,  the  pangs,  the  anx¬ 
ieties,  the  endurance,  the  privations — who  can  count 
them  ?  They  are  counted,  and  all  written  down  to  be 
remembered  “in  that  day.”  We  join  our  voices  with 
thousands  of  others  in  thanking  I)r.  Redford  for  this 
book  so  full  of  interest  and  instruction. 


d 
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tober,  187  "Will  be  at  Albany . 

■  xiie  Kind  of  Preachers  needed  in  the  West. 

_ \  pastor  in  the  Stats  o£  Michigan,  in  a  ( 

business  letter  to  The  Evangelist  office, 
writes  as  follows  : 

“Are  home  missionaries  mistaken  when 
they  say  among  themselves— they  don’t  dare 
to  say  it  publicly — that  they  have  a  more 
difficult  work  to  do,  and  one  which  requires 
another  kind  of  talent  or  tact  in  the  country 
school-houses,  than  the  pastors  of  the  strong¬ 
est  churches  ?  One  or  two  uninteresting  ser¬ 
mons  will  scatter  such  a  congregation,  often 
irrevocably;  while  in  established  congrega¬ 
tions  there  are  other  principles  of  cohesion 
which  a  year  of  limping  preaching  will  not 
disturb.  ‘  And  yet  the  theory  seems  to  be 
that  an  inferior  man,  who  can  be  had  for  five 
or  six  hundred  dollars  once  in  two  weeks,  is 

If  the  man  fo-r  these  places.  Is  it  strange,  with 
|  this  policy,  that  large  churches  are  not  al- 
'  ways  built  up  at  once  ?  Could  our  best 
k  preachers  make  things  strong  suddenly  ai- 
j  ways  in  these  destitutions  ?  If  so,  it  would 


be  policy  to  send  them  to  such  points.  One 
man  said,  ‘  Instead  of  frying  to  find  a  place, 
j  let  a  man  make  himself  a  place.’  All  who 
are  capable  of  doing  this  ought  to  be  crowd¬ 
ed  into  just  this  kind  of  work.  They  would 
do  more  in  this  way  than  in  preaching  to 
large  city  churches.  It  is  questionable  if 
more  was  not  done  in  the  iron  and  copper 
peninsula  by  an  invalid  in  a  few  months, 
than  years  will  effect  in  the  city  of  brother¬ 
ly  love.  Might  it  not  be  wise  to  send  such 
men  out  more  frequently,  or  if  need  be, 
drive  them  out  gently  ?’  ’  w. 

Sermon  on  I? a™ rpi-  ,7 

RELIGIOUS  DESTITUTION  ON  THE 
PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 

Messrs.  Editors — We  have  all  heard,  over 
and  over  again,  of  the  necessity  for  active  ex¬ 
ertion,  on  the  part  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
to  occupy  the  ground  traversed  by  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad  ;  of  the  lack  of  religious 
privileges ;  of  the  numbers  of  souls  ready  to 
be  garnered  into  the  store-house  of  the  Lord — 
the  Church  militant.  But,  Messrs.  Editors, 
the  difference  that  exists  between  hearing  and 
seeing — between  knowing  of  these  things  and 
feeling  them !  Since  I  have  seen  and  felt  for 
myself,  I  long  to  tell  others ;  to  add  my  mite 
of  testimony  as  to  the  field  for  labor,  the  lack 
of  laborers,  and  to  beg  the  consideration  of 
each  and  all  to  this  subject  of  mission  churches 
in  the  Territories. 

After  a  delightful  journey  through  the 
Western  country — after  weeks  of  pleasure  in 
San  Francisco — early  October  found  us  spend¬ 
ing  a  Sabbath  at  Wahsatcli,  a  station  of  con¬ 
siderable  importance  on  the  Union  Pacific 
Railroad,  located  near  the  top  of  the  Wah¬ 
satcli  mountains,  which  are  one  of  the  encir¬ 
cling  ranges  forming  the  Great  Salt  Lake  Val¬ 
ley.  Sabbath  morning  dawned  clearly,  beau¬ 
tifully  bright ;  the  difference  between  it  and 
other  mornings  was  marked  by  the  clean 
faces,  Sunday  attire,  and  sauntering  manner 
;of  the  men  who  on  other  days  were  brisk, 
busy,  and  grimy.  The  most  utter  quietude 
hung  over  all  things.  Workmen  lounged 
carelessly  around ;  the  tracks  were  compara¬ 
tively  clear;  the  numerous  attaches  of  the 
offices  sat  about,  quietly  chatting — no  hell 
summoned  them  to  church — no  one  was  there 
to  teach  them  how  to  “glorify  God,”  that  so 
they  might  “enjoy  Him  forever.”  But  the 
gambling  houses  were  open ;  the  tents  where 
liquid  poison  could  be  had  were  attractively 


decorated,  and  our  hearts  sank  within  us  xu 
think  that,  for  hundreds  and  hundreds  of 
1  miles  east,  west,  north,  and  south  of  us,  most 
truly  was  the  gospel  “  dispensed  with .” 

We  inquired  of  one  and  another  of  the 
members  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  who,  having 
their  headquarters  here,  come  back  on  Satur¬ 
day  nights,  to  spend  Sunday  in  the  only  place 
they  can  look  to  as  home,  or  a  poor  substitute 
for  home;  we  asked  them  especially  about 
their  Sundays.  One  made  answer  that  he 
took  his  gun,  and  went  into  the  mountains 
adjacent,  to  shoot  the  numberless  small  game 
abounding.  When  we  expressed  surprise,  he 
replied,  “What  am  I  to  do?  I  don’t  want  to 
'  work  all  day,  and  if  I  sit  and  do  nothing,  my 
home-sickness  is  unendurable.” 

Another  said  Sunday  was  the  “day  for 
clean  clothes  and  writing  letters  home.  *  ’  An¬ 
other,  that  it  was  the  only  time  to  “  see  the 
fellows,  and  get  a  good  sleep.” 

This  corps  has  in  it  about  twelve  young 
men  —  almost,  if  not  all  from  religious 
families;  several  of  them  are  Presb}Tterian ; 
one  or  two  church  members.  One  we  know 
of  has  been  in  Utah  nearly  two  years ;  has 
heard  three  sermons  in  all  that  time  ;  of  course, 
we  do  not  count  Mormon  services,  and  the 
preaching  of  the  “  Latter-Day  Saints.”  They 
are  too  shrewd,  too  wise  in  their  generation, 

‘  to  let  ever  so  small  a  handful  of  Mormon  peo¬ 
ple  be  without  a  preacher,  to  keep  them  to¬ 
gether,  and  gather  in  need  proselytes.  Can 
we  not  learn  a  lesson  even  from  Brigham’s 
followers?  Fellow  Presbyterians,  city  church 
members,  we  who  go  week  after  week  into 
our  comfortable  seats  in  a  most  attractive 
building,  and  listen  with  well-bred  and  softly- 
critical  pleasure  to  the  living  Word,  as  it  is 
i  eloquently,  and  strongly,  a'nd  logically  spoken ; 
we  who  have  our  “means  of  grace”  ever  at 
hand,  to  check  temptation’s  power,  and  lead 
back  wandering  footsteps;  who  have  the 
prayer-meeting,  the  practical  weekly  lecture, 
the  Sunday-school  to  labor  in,  our  class  to 
pray  for,  and  the  chance,  in  helping  and  lead¬ 
ing  others,  to  get  much  nearer  the  Master  our¬ 
selves — let  us  turn  for  a  moment,  I  beseech 
you,  and  think  of  the  many  of  our  own  friends, 
nay,  our  own  kindred,  scattered  along  the 
eleven  hundred  miles  of  the  railroad  whose 
building  we  have  all  hailed  as  a  national 
blessing  and  pride — with  no  religious  influence 
— no  church,  or  meeting  for  prayer — no  hal¬ 
lowing  of  the  seventh  da}r,  to  act  as  white 
mile-stones,  marking  heavenward  progress; 


il  surrounded  by  “  hard”  people,  by  careless, 

M  ungodly  men — by  eager  seekers  after  wealth — 

|  by  any  thing  and  every  thing  that  is  “  of  the 
earth,  earthy;”  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that 
we  find  the  habits  of  a  religious  youth  changed, 
and  see  the  man  utterly  careless  on  the  great 
subjects  which  once  intercstel  and  held  him? 
It  is  for  us  these  men  have  been  working,  are 
working,  and  shall  they  have  it  to  say  that  the 
Church  in  the  East  is  utterly  regardless  of 
their  eternal  welfare?  A  thousand  dollars, 
spent  to-day  in  this  region,  will  accomplish 
what  tens  of  thousands  will  fail  to  do  in  a  little 
while. 

At  Rawlings,  now  quite  a  town,  a  church  is 
in  process  of  erection;  the  means  to  do  this 
have  nearly  all  been  raised  ;  but  there  is  lack¬ 
ing  $750,  to  put  up  the  little  building  free' 
from  debt,  and  enable  it  to  start  fair,  The 
people  there  are  like  all  westerners,  free  and 
generous  to  their  greatest  ability;  but  if  the 
enterprise  starts  with  even  so  small  an  indebt¬ 
edness,  it  will  cramp  and  cripple  the  efforts  of 
the  few  able  and  willing  hearts.  Shall  these 
things  be  ? 

On  the  sloping,  lovely  hill-side  at  Wah- 
satch  is  a  roughly-fenced  square ;  there  lie 
twenty-six  sleeping  forms ;  one  of  these  died  a 
natural  death— the  others  all  came  to  a  violent 
end,  and  this  in  less  than  one  year.  I  leave 
the  fact  to. speak  its  own  word  of  warning,  to 
make  its  own  appeal  to  Christian  hearts  and 
Christian  generosity. 

To  our  Church  I  appeal.  We  are  told 
Presbyterianism  is  not  for  the  masses ;  that 
'  the  people  are  not  un  to  th<»  st^pdai*3-/vP 


BOARD  OP  DOMESTIC  MISSIONS. 

We  fear  the  same  ignorance  prevails  in  re¬ 
spect  to  our  Domestic  Missions.  We  cannot 
believe  that  if  our  people^  who  are  living  in 
the  enjoyment  of  comfort  and  plenty  at  home, 
were  properly  informed  in  regard  to  the 
meagre  support  of  many  of  our  frontier  min¬ 
isters  in  this  region,  and  the  privations  and 
straits  to  which  they  are  subjected,  while  the 
Domestic  Board,  having  but  an  empty  and 
overdrawn  treasury,  can  do  little  or  nothing 
to  relieve  them  ;  we  cannot  imagine  that  if 
the  people  would  properly  inform  themselves 
in  regard  to  this  matter,  they  could  possibly 
rest  until  the  treasury  of  the  Board  was  replen¬ 
ished,  and  those  faithful  servants  of  the  Church 
furnished  with  at  least  the  necessaries  of  life. 

We  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the 
Board  itself  is  not  without  blame  for  the  pres¬ 
ent  state  of  things.  We  cordially  endorse, 
here,  every  word  of  your  editorial  in  the  last 
issue  of  the  Banner.  Then  the  way  the  Board 
snubs  our  Presbyteries,  and  acts  upon  private 
information  derived  from  persons  it  does  not 
know,  would  not  be  regarded  as  honorable  in 
business  transactions  between  man  and  man. 
We  know  this  is  a  grave  imputation  upon  the 
Board,  but  we  know  whereof  we  affirm  and 
stand  responsible.  We  know  that  in  some 
cases  the  Presbyteries  are  defeated  by  the 
Board,  in  the  care  and  management  of  our 
churches,  so  that  it  is  doubtful  if,  in  such  cases, 
the  management  has  not  done  us  more  harm 
than  their  appropriations  have  done  us  good. 
The  evil  arises  mainly  from  the  Board  disre¬ 
garding  and  in  fact  snubbing  the  Presbytery. 
Then  there  ought  to  be  some  way  devised,  by 
which  our  Missionaries,  when  their  appropria¬ 
tion  is  likely  to  be  withheld  or  seriously  di¬ 
minished,  could  be  informed  of  the  fact,  so 
that  they  could  have  time  to  make  other  ar¬ 
rangements  before  incurring  severe  loss.  Cer¬ 
tainly  the  evils  accruing  to  the  missionary 
from  the  lack  of  such  information,  would  jus¬ 
tify  the  Board  in  taking  the  trouble  of  writing  a 
letter  of  a  few  lines,  or  even  words.  If  the 
present  system  of  District  Missionaries  is  to 
any  extent  responsible  for  these  evils — as  we 
suspect  it  is — then  the  office  ought  at  once  to 
be  abolished.  Indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  see  the 
need  of  any  other  medium  of  communication 
between  the  Board  and  the  churches  and  Mis¬ 
sionaries,  besides  the  Presbyteries.  Be  as¬ 
sured,  I  am  not  alone  in  this  opinion. 

But  after  all  that  is  said  about  the  short¬ 
comings  and  inefficiency  of  the  Board,  if  the 
churches  would  awake  to  the  importance  of 
the  subject,  contribute  their  means  and  re¬ 


plenish  the  treasury,  the  present  peril  of 
oar  churches  could  be  averted.  But  unless 


a  remedy  is  speedily  provided,  many  of  our 
missionaries  will  be  compelled  to  leave  their 
fields  of  labor.  We  know  of  cases  in  which 
missionaries’  wives,  leaving  their  nursiDg 
children  at  home,  accept  positions  as  teachers 
in  the  public  schools,  with  compensations  the 
most  meagre,  to  eke  out  the  salaries  of  their 
husbands,  and  thus  secure  a  bare  subsistence. 
Our  churches  are  afraid  to  call  pastors,  our 
ministers  to  accept  calls,  and  our  Presbyteries 
to  constitute  pastoral  relations ;  such  is  the 
uncertainty  and  instability  of  things.  Those 
pastors  already  installed  are,  many  of  them, 
compelled  to  resign  for  want  of  support. 
Methodist  circuit-riders,  not  seldom  outlast 
every  pastor  of  any  denomination  in  reach  of 
their  circuits,  so  that  the  Methodist  system  is, 
in  this  region,  more  stable  than  our  own 
The^averago  duration  of  our  pastorates  does 
not  reach  three  years  ;  and  in  the  Presbytery, 
within  the  bounds  of  which  I  now  write,  there 
is  not  now  one  settled  pastor.  Do  our  people 
know  these  things? 

This  letter  consists  of  a  caption  and  a  digres¬ 
sion.  I  will  devote  aaother  to  The  Iowa  and 


Geo.  Eraser. 


An  Appeal  for  Kansas- 

Probably  no  State  ever  filled  up  with  popu¬ 
lation  so  rapidly  as  Kansas  is  now  filling.  ' 
Nearly  every  State  of  the  American  Union, 
and  many  of  the  nations  of  Europe  are  repre¬ 
sented  in  this  gathering  of  the  people.  Di¬ 
versity  of  habit,  faith,  opinion,  and  practical 
conduct  is  of  course  the  result.  Still  among 
these  heterogeneous  elements  which  have  only 
begun  to  crystallize,  mutual  kindness  and  good 
neighborhood  are  the  rule  ;  and  each  seems  to 
take  pleasure  in  promoting  his  neighbor’s  wel¬ 
fare. 

Taere  is  a  spirit  of  freshness  and  energy  in 
these  people  that  is  rarely  found  in  old,  long- 
settled  communities.  Having  left  old  friends 
and  associates  to  find  better  homes  in  that  far 
off  region,  they  are  glad  to  find  new  ones; 
hence  that  kindly  drawing  together  of  social 
elements  which  would  not  readily  mingle  in 
the  older  communities.  The  result  is  good. 
The  leveling  process  is  not  downward  but  up¬ 
ward.  The  educated  and  refined,  and  per¬ 
haps  wealthy,  man  finds  in  his  poor  neighbor, 
who  has  had  sufficient  enterprise  to  come  away 
so  far  to  better  his  condition,  a  man  worthy 
of  his  friendship,  and  one  whose  claims  to 
social  equality  can  be  granted  without  any 
condescension  on  the  part  of  the  other.  Hence 


society  starts  there  on  a  level,  ana  yet  on  a 
higher  plane  then  ever  it  did  anywhere  else. 
I  speak  of  these  things  in  general  terms.  Of 
course  there  are  some  exceptions. 

The  educational  system  of  Kansas  is  admi¬ 
rable,  and  is  well  sustained  by  both  people 
and  State  ;  and  it  is  their  boast  that  even  New 
Eogland  has  no  better  schools.  But  it  is  not 
of  this  that  I  propose  to  speak  at  present,  but 
of  those  floating,  ever-activo  moral  forces 
which  must  necessarily  pervade  such  an  ener¬ 
getic  community  in  its  formative  slate,  and 
which,  as  they  shall  now  take  shape  and  crys¬ 
tallize  into  permanence,  will  give  character  to 
it  for  many  generations. 

Religious  opinions  and  creeds  are  as  diverse 
as  the  elements  which  are  now  aggregating, 
and  all  get  a  full  and  fair  hearing.  Many  are 
running  to  and  fro — some  earnestly  laboring 
to  save  souls  and  build  up  the  Kingdom  of 
Christ;  some  zealously  proselyting,  earnestly 
endeavoring  to  build  up  and  strengthen  their 
own  particular  sect,  honestly  believing  that  in 
so  doing  they  are  serving  God.  Some  are 
proclaiming  a  universal  salvation,  and  echo¬ 
ing  the  serpent’s  cry  in  Eden, {i  Ye  shall  not 
surely  die.”  Many  preachers — well  meaning 
man — have  rushed  in,  and  with  more  zeal 
than  knowledge,  more  sound  than  substance, 
make  the  school  houses  resound  with  their 
platitudes ;  and  so  the  poor  people  are  perish¬ 
ing  for  lack  of  knowledge,  while  hugging  the 
food  delusion  that  they  have  been  warmed 
and  fed,  when  indeed  they  were  only  momen¬ 
tarily  excited*. 

What  Kansas  wants  is  pure,  substantial 
spiritual  food;  or,  to  use  another  figure,  good 
seed  that  will,  when  it  bills  into  good  soil, 
grow  and  bring  forth  fruit,  some  thirty-fold, 
tome  sixty,  and  some  an  hundred.  The  mo¬ 
ral  soil  of  Kansas  is  very  good,  as  rich  as  is 
the  material  soil ;  and  it  is  well  known  that 
such  soil  will  bring  forth  weeds  abundantly. 
Such  seeds  are  falling  into  it  thick  and  fast, 
and  they  are  springing  up  and  bearing  fruit 
after  their  kind. 

Hera  is  work  for  the  evangelist  and  the  col¬ 
porteur.  Among  a  people  so  intelligent  the 
press  is  an  agent  of  first- clas3  power ;  and 
when  tha  soul- stirring  tract  or  the  instructive 
volume  is  introduced  with  a  few  living,  loving 
words  from  the  lips  of  one  who  bears  the  un- 
m'stikable  lineaments  of  the  Master,  it  may 
otten  be  a  seed  that  shall  spring  up  into  ever¬ 
lasting  life,  or  a  candle  shining  in  a  dark  place 
and  shedding  its  light  upon  many.  Then,  as 
there  are  many  school  houses  and  but  few 
churches,  the  faithful  evangelist  may  find 


eager  hearers  every  day  or  every  evening 
while  he  holds  forth  th8  Word  of  Life — Jesus 
Christ — to  these  scattered  people  who  hardly 
yet  feel  that  they  are  at  home. 

They  are  the  heroes  of  the  Church.  They  are 
the  men,  to  a  great  extent,  or  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  the  men,  who  have  worn  themselves 
out  in  the  service  of  Jesus  Christ.  What  I 
desire  of  this  Assembly,  and  of  the  Church  at 
large  is,  that  with  a  full  heart  and  a  strong 
hand,  they  will  lay  hold  upon  this  matter,  and 
that  every  Presbytery,  with  diligence  and  fi¬ 
de. ity,  will  look  out  every  such  individual, 
and  without  asking  them  whether  they  want 
aid,  apply  to  the  Committee  with  a  proper 
statement,  and  secure  it  for  them. 

It  would  not  be  right,  Mr.  Moderator,  for 
me  to  enter  into  the  sanctuary  of  their  pri¬ 
vate  lile,  and  to  report  to  this  body  state¬ 
ments  in  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
varipus  individuals  that  are  aided.  I  could 
tell  you  of  two  orphans,  motherless  orphans, 
whose  father  was  burned  to  death,  and  who, 
without  the  fund,  might  have  been  left  to  the 
charities  of  a  cold  world.  I  could  tell  vou  of 
a  man  of  brilliant  talents  who,  in  crossing 
this  very  river  near  us,  was  drowned,  leaving 
a  delicate  wife  and  six  children,  without  a 
farthing  of  property  to  provide  for  their  wel¬ 
fare.  I  could  tell  you  of  another  minister 
who,  after  a  faithful  and  earnest  service  of 
twenty  years,  died,  leaving  a  widow  and  five 
.children  penniless,  to  be  provided  for.  I  could 
tell  you  of  an  aged  widow  of  83  years,  whose 
reply  to  the  remittance  of  the  Committee,  in 
her  own  hand,  states :  “Our  hearts  were  made 
glad  for  this  remittance  which  you  send  us, 
which  is  the  main  reliance  of  myself  and 
maiden  daughter.”*’  I  could  tell  you  of  a 
man,  who  writes  in  crooked  lines  and  with  a 
trembling  hand,  like  the  well-known  signa¬ 
ture  of  {Stephen  Hopkins,  at  the  age  of  86, 
who  implores  the  benediction  of  God,  not  only 
upon  the  Committee,  but  upon  all  who  con¬ 
tribute  to  this  fund  ;  and  I  could  tell  you  of  a 
widow,  who  is  keeping  a  little  boarding-house, 
and  teaching  her  two  young  sons  the  Latin 
and  Greek  languages,  to  prepare  them  for  col¬ 
lege,  and  asks  for  a  little  sum  to  enable  her  y 
eke  out  a  scanty  subsistence.  I  could  tell  yCu 
of  the  widow  of  one  of  the  most  eminent  min¬ 
isters  of  our  Church,  who  was  threatened  by 
her  landlord  with  the  sale  of  her  property  if 
she  did  not  pay  her  rent;  and  do  you  think, 
Mr.  Moderator,  that  we  waited  twenty-four 
hours  before  we  furnished  the  money  ?  No, 
sir.  Like  General  Jackson,  I  took  the  respon¬ 
sibility  and  handed  over  the  money  ;  and  so, 
I  believe,  the  General  Assembly  will  say  to 
the  Committee  and  Secretary — “  See  that  these 
men,  and  widows,  and  orphans  are  provided 
for.”  We  acknowledge  the  obligations  of 
providing  for  the  poor  ;  we  acknowledge  the 
duty  of  providing  for  the  poor  of  the  Church  ^ 
but  oh,  my  brethren,  is  there  not  a  weight  of 
obligation  vastly  greater  to  take  care  of  those 
who  are  the  helps  of  Jesus  Christ  in  accom¬ 
plishing  the  spiritual  conquest  of  this  world  ? 
You  promote  the  glory  of  our  Saviour  in 
reference  to  the  ^rounds  of  his  decision  for  or 


against  those  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left, 
in  that  last  great  day,  for  which  all  other  days 
have  been  made — “Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it 
unto  one  of  the  least  of  these,  my  brethren, 
ye  did  it  unto  me.”  And  on  the  other  hand — 
“  Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  unto  the  least  of 
these,  my  brethren,  ye  did  it  not  to  rae.,, 
And  what  is  the  issue?  “These  shall  go 
away  into  everlasting  punishment;  but  the, 
righteous  into  life  eternal.” 

There  is  a  body  of  men  connected  with  this 
General  Assembly  for  whom  I  feel  a  special, 
and  I  might  say,  a  tender  interest.  There  is 
not  in  any  Church  a  band  of  nobler  men  than 
those  that  have  gone  out  from  us  to  the  distant 
frontiers  ;  men  who  are  travelling  miles,  Sab¬ 
bath  after  Sabbath,  to  meet  their  appoint¬ 
ments,  through  sunshine  and  through  rain, 
through  the  heat  of.Summer  and  the  snows  of 
Winter,  fording  streams,  and  subjecting  them¬ 
selves  to  almost  every  species  of  sacrifice. 
Brethren,  I  do  not  wish  to  detain  you  long. 
I  am  afraid  you  may  become  weary  ;  but  I 
feel  anxious  that  this  cause  should  be  lifted 
up,  and  that  the  Church  should  take  hold  of 
it  with  a  strong  hand.  I  hope  that  our  little 
Permanent  Fund,  which  is  now  only  about 
$21,000,  will  be  increased  soon.  I  do  not 
know  what  limit  to  put  to  it.  One  reason, 
why  I  wish  that  the  Permanent  Fund  be  in¬ 
creased,  as  well  as  the  number  of  the  churches 
that  contribute,  is  this,  that  I  want  these  dear 
brethren  at  the  West  to  feel,  when  they  look 
upon  their  wives  and  children,  that  they  are 
going  to  be  provided  for.  “  The  Church  has 
undertaken  that  work  ;  we  are  to  give  our¬ 
selves  to  the  work  of  the  Lord ;  we  are  to 
give  ourselves  to  prayer  and  to  the  preaching 
of  the  word,  and  I  believe  that  God  will  take 
care  of  us.” 

But,  sir,  some  one  says:  “  Have  not  you 
the  promises?"  Yes,  we  have  the  promises. 
But  I  would  like  to  ask  how  God  fulfills 
these?  Does  he  ignore  the  Church?  Does 
he  ignore  agencies  and  the  use  of  means? 
Not  at  all.  Even  when  he  elects  a  soul  to 
everlasting  life,  he  ordains  with  its  salvation 
the  means  that  are  proper  to  secure  that  salva¬ 
tion.  And  so,  if  it  is  his  will  that  his  faith¬ 
ful  servants  should  be  provided  for,  it  is  his 
will  also  that  you,  the  Cnurch,  should  make 
proper  provisionstodo  it.  On  the  11th  of  May, 

,  1868,  a  good  brother  from  west  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi,  as  a  Stated  Clerk,  sent  a  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  his  Presbytery  for  aid  to  a  needy  one, 
and  he  closes  his  letter  with  this  sentence : 
“  May  the  good  Lord  grant  that  our  wives  may 
never  become  ministers’  widows,  nor  our 
children  ministers’  orphans,  nor  ourselves  dis¬ 
abled."  Tnree  weeks  ago  a  letter  with  a 
check  carried  to  the  widow  of  that  man,  who 
has  been  six  months  mouldering  in  the  dust,, 
a  remittance  for  her  and  his  four  orphan  chil¬ 
dren.  I  bless  God,  my  beareis,  that  the  fears 
of  that  man  were  unfounded ;  and  as  I  said  be¬ 
fore,  I  wish  every  minister  who  calls  him¬ 
self  poor  in  the  things  of  Ibis  w&rld,  to  thinly 
that  ne  is  rich  in  the  hearts,  the  liberal  hearts/ 
of  the  people  of  the  Presbyterian  Churc/ 
nnd  that  his  hopes  are  strong  in  the  means 
which  the  Church  is  using  to  provide  for  the 
welfare  of  him  and  his.  , 


pected  of  the* pastor? 
b,  On  a  subject  of  this  kind,  illustration  is 
often  more  forcible  than  argument,  and 
an  illustration  that  makes  my  own  heart 
very  sad  is  at  hand. 

i  I  have  before  me  a  telegram  announc¬ 
ing  the  death  of  the  Rev.  John  Frothing- 
ham,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  This 
brother,  twelve  or  fourteen  years  ago,  was 
an  elder  in  my  church,  and  connected 
as  an  engineer  with  one  of  the  largest 
coal  companies  in  Wyoming  Valley.  He 
had  been  carefully  educated,  socially  and 
intellectually  ;  and  possessed  of  fine  tal¬ 
ents,  his  business  prospects  were  as  bright 
as  any  young  man  could  wish  for.  Con¬ 
strained  by  the  love  of  Christ,  and  with 
the  consent  of  his  friends,  he  left  us  and 
went  to  Princeton,  where  he  spent  three 
years  in  preparing  to  preach  the  gospel. 
Immediately  after  receiving  license  he 
went  to  the  West,  commissioned  by  our 
Domestic  Board,  where  he  has  been  la¬ 
boring  earnestly  and  faithfully  ever  since. 
He  had  only  been  at  Cedar  Rapids  a  few 
months  when  the  Master  called  for  him. 

I  have  before  me  also  a  number  of  let¬ 
ters  from  this  departed  brother,  written 
in  confidence,  telling  me  of  his  trials  and 
triumphs  and  happiness  in  his  work.  It 
is  no  breach  of  confidence  for  me  to  state 
— 1.  That  he  had  repeated  offers  to  leave 
his  missionary  work  for  a  pastorate,  with 
double  the  salary  he  was  receiving.  2. 
That  his  salary,  with  what  he  received 
from  the  Board,  did  not  reach  $600.  3. 

That  from  his  own  private  funds  he  was 
obliged  to  spend  annually  $300  in  order 
to  live  in  the  most  frugal  manner.  4. 
Families  in  his  missionary  congregations, 
with  only  such  furniture  in  their  houses 
as  they  could  manufacture  themselves, 
paid  annually  towards  his  support  from 
$20  to  $25,  very  much  more  than  would 
be  expected  of  persons  in  similar  circum¬ 
stances  in  large  and  wealthy  churches  in 
the  East.  v 

He  has  left  a  widow  and  five  orphan 
children.  What  he  has  spent  in  prepar¬ 
ing  to  preach  the  gospel,  and  in  sustain¬ 
ing  himself  in  his  work,  would  make  them 
comfortable.  I  have  no  fear  that  they 
will  be  allowed  to  suffer.  The  Husband 
of  the  widow  and  the  Father  of  the  father¬ 
less  will  care  for  them.  But  have  we,  as 
a  church,  done  for  this  brother  our  whole 
duty  ?  When  we,  with  ample  means  at 
our  command,  obliged  our  poor  missiona¬ 
ries  to  sustain  themselves,  are  we  not 
guilty  of  oppression  ?  This  is  not  an 
isolated  case.  I  am  within  the  bounds  of 


p* 


truth  when  I  say  there  are  hundreds  in 
|  our  church  situated  very  much  as  Mr. 
Frothingham  was,  only  without  the  abil¬ 
ity  to  supplement  their  own  salaries. 

In  the  name  of  our  faithful,  laboring, 
struggling,  suffering  brethren  and  their 
families,  we  ask  not  for  boxes  of  clothing, 
and  special  collections  to  meet  pressing 
necessities — “to  keep  the  wolf  from  the 
door” — but  fora  plan  of  Sustentation  that 
shall  be  worthy  of  our  church  and  of  our 
Master.  The  cry  of  starving  ministers 
and  their  families  that  came  to  our  ears 
last  fall  in  our  Synods,  mingled  strangely 
with  the  statements  of  those  who  were 
disposed  to  impress  us  with  the  growing 
strength  and  wealth  and  liberality  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  Our  church  is 
growing,  but  it  is  as  true  as  i-t  is  humili¬ 
ating,  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
money  expended  in  this  development  is 
drawn  from  the  scanty  means  of  our  do¬ 
mestic  missionaries  and  their  families, 
|  who,  by  the  burdens  laid  on  them,  are 
being  pressed  to  the  earth  and  into  the 
I  garth.  N.  G.  P. 


a  missionary’s  experience. 

A  few  years  ago  a  “  New-school”  Pres- 
bj  terian  minister  settled  on  a  wide  and 
destitute  missionary  field  in  Minnesota. 
The  venerable  man,  (he  is  now  nearly 
seventy  years  of  age,)  commenced  preach- 
ing  the  gospel  to  his  neighbors.  After  a 
while  the  way  seemed  open  for  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  a  church.  The  Agent  of 
the  American  Home  Missionary  Society 
urged  that  the  church  about  to  be  organ¬ 
ized  shqjjld  be  Congregational.  His  other 
arguments  failing,  he  threatened  the  old 
veteran  with  the  withdrawal  of  aid  h  m 
the  Society  if  the  church  was  organized 
as  a  Presbyterian  church.  The  mission¬ 
ary  replied,  “  I  can  take  my  staff  in  my 
hand  and  beg  from  door  to  door,  if  neces¬ 
sary,  but  I  can  not  and  will  not  consent 
to  your  terms.”  And  he  did  not.  A 
Presbyterian  church  was  organized  and^i 
connected  with  a  New-school  Presbytery. 
The  threat  was  executed ;  the  missionary 
aid  was  withdrawn.  The  missionary 
knew  why.  His  family  did  not.  And, 
though  several  years  have  elapsed,  they 
have  but  recently  learned,  but  not  even 
now,  from  him,  why  they  were  left  with¬ 
out  support.  Time  and  Providence  set  all- 
these  things  right.  To-day  this  venerable 
missionary  has  the  pleasure  of  knowing 
that  there  is  scarcely  a  family  for  miles 


around  him  that  is  not  connected  with, 
his  little  church,  and  he  joyfully  antici¬ 
pates  the  coming  reunion  of  the  two  great 
Presbyterian  bodies.  Calvin. 

Manchester,  Ohio,  August  11,  1869. 

Messrs,  Editors — I  have  just  read  a 
sorrowful  letter  from  brother  J.  P.  Stock- 
ton.  Sorrowful,  did  I  say?  No,  it  was 
a  cheerful  letter  ;  but  it  made  me  sorrow¬ 
ful,  for  it  informed  me  that  that  dear 
brother’s  house  was  burned  on  the  night 
of  May  30.  He  says: — “As  for  our  loss, 
it  was  quite  large  for  us — over  three  hun¬ 
dred  dollars’  worth  of  effects.”  I  infer 
from  the  letter  that  nearly  all  they  had 
was  burned  up,  for  they  had  only  been 
keeping  house  a  short  time,  and  he  is  one 
of  our  domestic  missionaries  who  has  been 
trying  to  live  on  half  a  salary. 

When  I  read  of  this  brother’s  loss  I 
wondered  that  I  had  seen  no  notice  of  it 
in  the  papers ;  that  no  appeal  had  been 
made  on  his  behalf.  I  do  not  wonder 
that  he  has  made  no  appeal,  for  brother 
Stockton  is  a  modest  man,  and  would 
rather  suffer  than  ask  for  assistance  ;  but 
others  might  have  spoken  for  him.  Aud 
why  should  that  brother  suffer  all  this 
loss?  Do  not  our  missionaries  suffer 
enough  all  the  year  round,  month  by 
month,  and  year  by  year?  Eighteen 
years’  experience  in  the  same  general 
field  (Presbytery  of  Maumee)  is  answer 
enough  for  me.  Inadequate  support, 
and  consequent  consuming  care,  burn 
fast  enough  in  the  missionary’s  family ; 
but  when,  in  addition  to  this,  his  house 
is  burned  over  hi3  head,  may  he  not  ex-  j 
pect  sympathy  and  a  helping  hand  from 
the  Church  at  large  ?  If  not,  then  let 
the  Church  cease  singing  those  beautiful 
lines, 

uWe  share  each  other’s  woes, 

Each  other’s  burdens  bear  ; 

And  often  for  each  other  flows 
The  sympathizing  tear.” 

His  loss  consists  of  clothing,  furniture, 
and  books.  His  book-case  and  a  large 
share  of  his  library  were  burned.  He 
mourns  the  loss  of  his  books.  A  number 
of  those  burned  were  those  that  he  daily 
needs,  and  which,  from  his  straitened  cir¬ 
cumstances,  he  is  not  able  to  supply.  He 
mentions  specially  his  English  and  Greek 
Concordance.  A  box  of  books  from  the 
Board  of  Publication  would  be  most  op¬ 
portune.  Who  will  enable  the  Board  to 
send  it?  And  what  an  opportunity  for 
some  benevolent  church  to  send  a  box  of 
clothing !  And  as  for  the  rest,  green- 


A  Missionary’s  Horse — What  He  Does. 

Messrs.  Editors — There  is  a  horse  in 
the  State  of - ,  owned  by  the  members 


of  the  West  Spruce  Street  church,  in 
Philadelphia,  and  perhaps  a  description 
of  it,  and  the  service  it  renders  to  the 
Church,  would  not  be  without  interest, 
especially  as  the  owners  have  never 
seen  it. 


It  is  quite  small — a  mere  pony — dark 
bay,  and  handsomely  made,  so  that  it 
attracts  the  attention  of  most  persons, 
especially  young  men  and  ladies;  and 
the  rider  is  asked  to  sell  or  trade  as  often 
as  twice  in  half  a  day. 

This  nag,  though  not  yet  six  years  old, 
has  carried  one  of  our  domestic  mission¬ 
aries  more  than  three  thousand  miles. 
That  you  may  have  some  idea  of  the  ser¬ 
vice  it  renders,  let  us  follow  it  in  some  of 
its  journeys. 

The  sun  is  just  up.  First  we  see  this  nag 
tied  at  the  yard  gate  in  front  of  the  mis¬ 
sionary’s  humble  dwelling.  The  mis- 

sionarv  comes  out.  and  mounts  the  horse, 
and  awray  they  go.  After  a  journey  oi 

forty-five  miles,  they  stop  in  front  of  a 
log  house.  The  host  meets  them  at  the 
gate,  and  requests  the  missionary  to 
walk  in.  Soon  the  good  lady  of  the 
house  has  supper  prepared.  Supper  be¬ 
ing  ended,  the  neighbors  begin  to  assem¬ 
ble  for  the  preaching.  Soon  the  house  is 
full.  They  listen  with  marked  attention 
to  a  very  earnest  sermon.  After  a  night’s 
rest,  the  missionary  is  on  his  way  to  a 
small  church,  four  miles  distant,  where 
he  finds  a  house  full  of  attentive  hearers- 
Let  us  look  at  this  assembly.  Do  you 
see  that  express  load  ?  They  came  more 
than  nine  miles  this  morning,  to  hear  the 
gospel.  Recently  the  driver  united  with 
the  Church.  That  woman  with  a  small 
boy  by  her  side  came  four  miles,  with  one 
of  her  neighbors,  as  her  husband  does  not 
come  to  chuich.  Poor  man  !  he  is  grow¬ 
ing  old,  yet  is  so  accustomed  to  take  his 
Maker’s  name  in  vain  that  he  swears  that 
he  ought  to  quit  swearing, as  he  is  get¬ 
ting  old !  Do  you  see  those  two  wagons? 
They  came  about  six  miles.  Look  at 


that  man. with  a  full  face;  he  comes  a 
 — 


distance  of  seven  miles.  See  that  man 
with  a  child  on  each  arm;  he  wishes  to 
present  them  to  the  Lord.  Behold  that 
grave-looking  man;  he  is  one  of  the 
elders,  and  has  lived  to  see  all  his  chil¬ 
dren  members  of  the  Church. 

After  preaching,  the  pony  bears  the 
missionary  to  a  house  four  miles  distant, 
where  there  is  preaching  in  the  evening. 
Bee  that  woman  in  homely  dre38  take 
the  missionary  aside,  and  speak  to  him. 
She  wishes  three  of  her  children  bap¬ 
tized,  and  has  obtained  leave  of  the  Ses¬ 
sion  to  have  it  done  at  a  private  house,  as 
she  cannot  dres3  herself  and  children 
well  enough  to  appear  in  church  for  this 
purpose.  The  house  is  crowded;  those 
who  cannot  obtain  seats  are  standing- 
some  c*^.  get  in.  When  the  in¬ 

vitation  is  given,  see  that  daughter  of 
poverty  pressing  through  the  crowd,  to 
present  her  children  to  the  Lard.  A 
solemn  service.  God  is  here :  and  many 
feel  that  it  is  good  for  them  to  be  here  ; 
and  they  pray  God  to  bles3  the  mission¬ 
ary.  The  benediction  i3  pronounced,  and 
the  congregation  retires. 

Next  day  the  na£  and  its  rider  start 
for  home,  which  they  reach,  after  travel¬ 
ling  about  fifty  miles.  At  home  they 
restone  day;  then  they  leave  for  a  mis¬ 
sion  station,  twenty-six  miles  distant, 
where  there  is  to  be  preaching  several 
days  in  succession. 

Let  us  follow  them  to  the  place  of 
preaching.  Here  we  find  all  age3,  from 
the  infant  of  three  months  to  the  man  of 
three-score  and  ten.  There  is  an  aged 
man,  leaning  on  the  top  of  his  staff.  A 
few  years  since  he  moved  into  this  wil¬ 
derness.  He  loved  the  sanctuary,  and 
hoped  to  see  the  day  when  he  could 
enjoy  the  preached  gospel  in  his  new 
home.  Upon  inquiry,  he  learned  that 
there  was  preaching  eight  miles  distant  ; 
so  he  and  his  son  set  out  on  Sabbath 
morning,  on  foot,  for  the  place  of  preach¬ 
ing.  They  performed  a  journey  of  six¬ 
teen  miles  on  foot  to  hear  a  sermon  ! 
This  father  invited  the  minister  to  preach 
in  his  cabin,  which  he  consented  to  do  in 
four  weeks  from  that  day.  Dufjng 


